The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, October
17, 2023, at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita
Parish School Board office.

Note: There were no comment cards completed for any agenda business item
addressed in this meeting. Additionally, there were no remote requests for any agenda
business item addressed in this meeting.

Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy
Comeaux, Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and
Greg Manley.

President Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and
guests, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and the Invocation offered by West
Ouachita High School student Jace Atchinson.

Jerry Hicks made the motion, seconded by Shere May, to approve the minutes of
the September 12, 2023 meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition.

Shere May made the motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Dabo G.
Motion carried by all members.

During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice stated there was nothing to
report.

President Comeaux introduced the first item of business — Special Recognitions
presented by Aline Smead.

1. Boley Elementary was recognized as an Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing
Schools National Blue Ribbon School for 2023 by the U.S. Secretary of
Education.

2. Kiroli Elementary School fifth grade teacher, Kara Hawkins, has been named the
VFW District 11 Teacher of the Year with Sterlington Middle School teacher,
Tabatha DeShazo, coming in second and recognized for her patriotism and
community service.

3. West Ouachita High Students, Jace Atchinson, Tye Cheek, Daniel McBride and
Aiden Stanfield were recognized as the Louisiana FFA State Champions in
Environmental & Natural Resources CDE for 2023, they will compete in the
Nationals at the end of October.

4. West Monroe High Student, Nathan Painich, was honored as a Commended
Scholar in the 2024 National Merit Scholarship Program. John Wesley Floyd and
Brantley Matrtin, also West Monroe High students, were named Semifinalists in
the program.

5. Greg Manley presented a Resolution signed by the Board naming John Jones as
The Number One Ouachita Lions Fan.



The 2" item of business, Consider renaming Rebel Club Pavilion in Honor of Coach
Jerry Arledge, was introduced by Tommy Comeaux. Shere May made a motion to for
this consideration, seconded by Mike Batey. The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Dabo Graves for the 3" item of business, Consider
renaming OPHS Madhouse Basketball Court in Honor of Frederick “Bear” McHenry.
The motion was seconded by Greg Manley and carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Dabo Graves for the 4™ item of business, Consider
renaming OPHS Basketball Concession Lobby in Honor of Kenneth and Reata Slusher.
The motion was seconded by Greg Manley and carried unanimously.

The 5™ Item for business, Consider renaming EOMS Weight Room in Honor of
Kurt Heidtman, was presented as a motion by Dabo Graves and seconded by Greg
Manley. The motion carried without opposition.

The 6% Item for business, Consider renaming OPHS Band Room in Honor of
Jack White, was presented as a motion by Dabo Graves and seconded by Greg
Manley. The motion carried without opposition.

Item # 7, Consider renaming WOHS Football Equipment Room in Honor of
Rickey Crowell, was presented as a motion by Mike Batey and seconded by Jerry
Hicks. The motion carried without opposition.

Item #8, Consider changes to the Pupil Progression Plan for 2023-2024 was
presented by Curtis Pate. A motion to approve the changes was made by Shere May
and seconded by Greg Manley. The motion carried unanimously.

Item #9, Policy Review Committee Report and Policy Approval Considerations
was presented by Jennifer Nichols and Carrie Ferguson. A motion to approve the new
Policies was made by Jerry Hicks and seconded by Shere May. Motion carried without
opposition.

Item #10, Financial Report for August 31, 2023, presented by Regina Mekus.
The report includes 3 years of data to compare, with a projection of a normal balanced
budget. Greg Manley made the motion to accept the report, seconded by Shere May.
Motion carried without opposition.

Steven Hemphill presented the next Agenda item #11, Construction and
Renovation Projects Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as
presented.

Purchasing Agent, Bobby Jones, presented the Evaluation of Bids beginning with
item #1, Richwood Middle School MP Building, Reverend McCoy made a motion to
accept the bid from Mann’s Construction, seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried
without opposition.



Item # 2, Drew Roof Replacement, the motion was made by Jerry Hicks to
accept the bid by Terry’s Roofing & Sheet Metal, INC, seconded by Shere May. Motion
passed unanimously.

Item # 3, Benches and Table, the motion was made by Greg Manley to accept
the bid from Evergreen Landscape, seconded by Dabo Graves. Motion carried without
opposition.

Item # 4, WOHS Additions and Renovations, the motion was made by Mike
Batey to accept the bod from Gentry Construction, seconded by Jerry Hicks. Motion
passed without opposition.

Item # 5, WMHS Additions and Renovations, the motion was made by Jerry
Hicks to accept the bid made by GeoSurfaces, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion carried
unanimously.

Bobby Jones asked permission to Bid on 5 line items; Outdoor Classrooms, SHS
Additions and Renovations, Chiller Replacement at Swartz Lower, Lenwil Elementary
Additions and Renovations and Walk in Cooler and Freezer. Jerry Hicks made the
motion to grant permission to open these bids, seconded by Greg Manley. Motion
passed without opposition.

In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux reminded us the next meeting is
November 14, 2023 at noon.

In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice explained the reason there were so
many Special Recognitions are because they only presented at October and April
meetings. He also announced the Support Employee of the Year and Teacher of the
Year Interviews are being conducted this week with the recognition Banquet being held
on Monday, October 19, 2023.

There being no further business, Dabo Graves made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried and adjourned at 12:53 p.m.
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