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Celebrations in March include Women’s History Month, Saint Patrick’s Day, Purim, Holi, Ramadan (which includes
Laylat al-Qadar and Eid al- Fitr), Irish American Heritage Month, and the start of Orthodox Lent and Lent for

Christians around the world. Learn more about each of these holidays from the EDI Committee’s Cultural
Calendar:

= An Instructional Flyer.

= A Google Calendar you can utilize through your gmail.

= A printable calendar with dates displayed.

Women’s History Month
In the United States, we celebrate Women’s History in March. Recognizing the historical significance of women's

accomplishments and struggles can help inspire positive change and greater gender equality in the present and

future. Resources to teach women'’s history are available here.

Spotlight on Religious Holidays for March:
In March 2025, there are several significant religious observances which may affect students and staff in an
educational setting. Understanding these holidays is crucial for fostering an inclusive environment and

accommodating the diverse needs of the school community.


https://www.shenet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/24-25-Shen-Cultural-Calendar-Instructional-Flyer.pdf
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y181MzZjNzcxNzEzMjZmZTM3MmYxODBkNDQ2NDc1MGMxMjBiZWRkMDUwYmMwMTY1YjBhODg2NTg4MjYzNWQ0ZjU3QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://www.shenet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/24-25-Shen-Monthly-Cultural-Calendar-11-x-8.5-in.pdf
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/

Ramadan
February 28 - March 30, 2025

Ramadan is considered one of the
holiest months of the year for
Muslims. Within Ramadan are two
significant Muslim holidays - Laylat al-
Qadr - on March 27th and Eid al-Fitr
on March 30th. Muslims fast, reflect,
pray and come together in
community. Muslim students are not
drinking water and are fasting during
daylight hours. They are spending
more time praying and are likely
getting less sleep. Muslim students
may be absent from school on Eid al-
Fitr as the day is celebrated with

family and friends.

Learn more

Laylat al-Qadr
Eid al-Fitr

Eastern Orthodox Lent
March 3, 2025

In the Christian (Eastern) Orthodox
Church, Great Lent marks the forty
days leading to Holy Week. The first
day of Great Lent is called Clean
Monday. Lent is a time for prayer,
penance, good-will, fasting and

drawing closer to God.

Learn more.

Ash Wednesday & Start of
Lent
March 5, 2025

Lent is a 40-day season of fasting,
prayer, and abstinence in the
Christian church leading to Holy
Week. As part of the Ash Wednesday
church service, the sign of the
Christian cross is made with ashes on
worshippers’ foreheads. You may see
students, faculty and staff with ashes
on their foreheads in school. Shrove
Tuesday/Fat Tuesday, the day before
Lent begins, is marked with carnivals,
feasting, and self-reflection. Mardi

Gras celebrations begin on this day.

Learn more


https://www.britannica.com/story/celebrating-ramadan
https://www.britannica.com/search?query=Laylat+al-Qadr
https://www.britannica.com/search?query=Eid+al-Fitr
https://provost.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Eastern-Orthodox-Beginning-of-Lent.pdf
https://provost.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Lent-1.pdf
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Purim
March 13, 2025

Purim is a joyous, Jewish holiday celebrated
with traditions including listening to readings

from the Book of Esther, dressing up in creative

Holi
March 14, 2025

Holi is a Hindu Festival of Colors. Students and
staff may celebrate the holiday with family by

throwing colored water and powder on each

costumes, giving food gift baskets and charitable other in celebration.

donations. Many Jewish communities host Purim
Learn more.
carnivals, parades, and festive meals.

Learn more.

Personnel & Professionalism

The Personnel and Professionalism Subcommittee is committed to enhancing cultural responsiveness throughout
our district. We are actively exploring ways to integrate EDI (Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion) training into key
district practices. One initiative currently underway is the incorporation of EDI principles into the New Employee
Orientation. This will ensure that all new staff members are prepared to create an inclusive and culturally
responsive environment from the start. We will continue to provide updates on our progress in this important area.

March Quick Action:
Consider sharing one element of your cultural background or heritage with your colleagues this month. This might
be a family tradition, a meaningful holiday, a recipe with cultural significance, or a custom that's important to you.

Remember that sharing is always voluntary—share only what you're comfortable with. The goal is to create
opportunities for authentic connection and understanding while celebrating the diversity within our workplace.
When others share, practice respectful listening and ask thoughtful questions to deepen your understanding.

What’s Next?

We want to showcase your work! Please share photos of you and your students learning about Women’s
History Month and the holidays of March. Share your photos of EDI in action with Kelly Barclay at
barckell@shenschools.org.

Thank you for your ongoing support in creating a more inclusive Shenendehowa.
Shenendehowa Central School District

5 Chelsea Place Clifton Park, NY 12065
518-881-0610


https://provost.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Purim.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/story/holi-festival-of-colors
mailto:barckell@shenschools.org

