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** Please forgive my delay in sending this out. It has been an extraordinarily busy month! I will be sure to get

March's message out to everyone earlier next month! :)

Elevating Student Voice

Student voice should be heard in school because it fosters a sense of ownership and engagement in their
learning, leading to improved academic outcomes, a more positive school climate, and the development of
important life skills like critical thinking, communication, and civic responsibility, all while making sure their needs

and perspectives are considered in educational decisions made about them.

How are you elevating students’ voices in your classroom?

Student-led discussions/Socratic Seminars/Chalk Talks:

= Give students the opportunity to lead class discussions on topics relevant to them.

"Think-Pair-Share":

= Have students individually brainstorm ideas, then discuss with a partner, and finally share with the whole class
to encourage participation from all students.

How do YOU elevate student voice?
We would like to showcase how YOU are enhancing student voice in your curriculum. Consider highlighting these
opportunities by submitting a short video to the EDI team to be featured on our monthly message. If you have

any clips to share or any questions, reach out to Kelly Barclay at barckell@shenschools.org.
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Resources

= Socratic Seminar Video

= STEM Think Pair Share Video

Celebrating Black History Month:

Embracing Inclusion and Learning Opportunities

Celebrating Black History Month each February is an opportunity to understand Black histories, going beyond
stories of racism and slavery to spotlight Black achievement and accomplishments. Teaching Black history in
EVERY content area helps all students see themselves reflected in the curriculum and feel valued as an integral
part of our school’s fabric. Representation matters for building self-esteem, limiting bias, and reducing

stereotypes.

Why is Black History Month Important?
Black History Month provides a dedicated time to honor the legacy of Black Americans who have shaped our

society through their struggles, successes, and leadership. It is a time when we recommit to the ongoing work
needed to promote equity and understanding in our classrooms and beyond. By exploring Black history, we
deepen our students' awareness of the diverse narratives that form our collective history, and help them develop
critical thinking and empathy.

How Can You Incorporate Black History Month into Lessons?
Here are a few ideas to consider:

1. Highlight Black Voices: Include works by Black authors, scientists, artists, and leaders in your curriculum.

2. Integrate Across Subjects: Teach about the contributions of Black individuals in science, literature,
mathematics, culture and the arts.

3. Facilitate Discussions: Encourage conversations about historical events, movements like the Civil Rights
Movement, and current social justice issues.

4. Celebrate Culture: Explore music, art, and traditions that highlight the richness of Black culture. Learn and
teach about how Black Americans have impacted cultures around the globe.

5. Leverage Resources: Utilize multimedia resources, guest speakers, and community partnerships to bring
history to life.

We want to showcase your work! Please share your ideas and photos of your Black History Month lessons
with the Shen community. Email pictures and descriptions of E.D.I. in action in your classrooms to Kelly Barclay
at barckell@shenschools.org.
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activities with family.

Resources

The National Museum of African American History and
Culture (NMAAHC) offers digital exhibitions, lesson plans,
and resources for educators.

Library of Congress: African American History Month:
a collection of primary sources, teaching tools, and
multimedia content.

Learning for Justice provides lesson plans, activities, and
articles to promote equity and inclusion.

BlackPast features detailed timelines, biographies, and
historical documents.
Facing_History and Ourselves offers resources for

teaching about race, racism, and social justice through
historical context.

Upcoming Feb. Observances

February 26: Maha Shivratri A Hindu holiday to commemorate the Hindu goddess Shiva. The day is a solemn

event noted for its focus on fasting and all night vigils at Shiva temples.

Impact to students and colleagues: Hindu students/colleagues may be fasting and participating in evening

February 28: Ramadan Begins (See March newsletter for more details.)
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