Untying the Knot:
The Entangled History of Equality in Education

This virtual resource is a reproduction of a permanent exhibit located at
the Teaching Museum South in Hapeville, Georgia.

It is desighed to meet curriculum standards for high school Social
Studies and American Government and Civics.

ABOUT THE EXHIBIT
(For younger visitors)
Click on the graphic below to enlarge.

Scroll down to enter exhibit.
Click on each graphic (left to right) in exhibit to enlarge.
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This room tells the story of a

time when kids were separated

based on the color of their skin.

White students and Black students could
not go to school together.

People realized that this rule was a
problem—one knot of many—that needed
to be untied. They started to untangle the
yarn and discovered that it would not be
easy. Sometimes it was simple. Sometimes
it was difficult.

With a lot of work, new laws were

made to bring kids—of all colors and
backgrounds—together. Explore the room
to learn how schools moved toward a
future where Fulton County students could
learn and grow together.

% f keeps one group of people apart from
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Integration - Bringing people together.
Making sure that everyone, no matter their
differences, can go to the same schools, play in the
same parks, and work together as equals.

“Separate but equal” - A rule that meant that
Black students and White students went to different.
schools. Although the rule said that these schools
should be equal, they were not. Black students did
not always get the same opportunities or resources
as White students.

Protest - When people come together to show that
they are unhappy about something and want to
see a change. Protesters might hold signs, march,
chant, or even give speeches.

Sit-in - A sit-in is a type of protest where people

sit peacefully to raise awareness about a problem.
This is a way to stand up for what's right—by sitting
down.

Community - A group of people who live, work and
play together. They might go to the same schools or
shop in the same stores and play a part in making
their community special.

Can you find a primary source?

Primary Sources are photos, papers, and objects from a specific time in history. If we study them, we can
learn how people lived and what people thought in the past. Some primary sources include words that we do
not use today. We now know that words can affect feelings. Today, we choose words that are respectful and
inclusive. Look around the room, what primary sources do you see? Here are some examples:



https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/d5f81189-9fbb-4556-990d-9d7157b02318
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https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/c7dae853-0100-43aa-a6bf-246b2798cc6e
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/3a4d29ec-3527-4fba-873b-46494f6c1ac2
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/b9391518-b2ef-4407-8be7-4dec42fc6240
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/dc45e198-997a-442c-a50b-3fd41cd31f76
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/7d064e57-7a57-46a5-bf3e-bccdae6fc214
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/10e6fe7c-118e-4670-bff0-3295712756f5
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1741628199/fultonschoolsorg/vbf7aoleuhqlf7mzigun/PP_22_48x60_DRAFT_12162024.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1741629950/fultonschoolsorg/lnmcmp0c87mfgozwm4fc/PP_23_48x60_DRAFT_132025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1741628613/fultonschoolsorg/rnsdl7n7svfkhuayxyo5/TP_22_30x42_DRAFT_12162024.pdf

—_——

“The ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of
comfort and convenience, but
where he stands at times of
challenge.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

—_——————

“Power concedes nothing without a
demand. It never did and it never will.”

- Frederick Douglass
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“It (Eva Thomas High School), like the other nine

all-Black schools in the Fulton County system,
must be desegregated.

I

“However, we are opposed to, and tired of,
the indiscriminate closing of Black schools
to achieve desegregation.”
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“In a democracy such as ours, we
must make sure that education
wins the race.”

- John F. Kennedy
e S
“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world; indeed, it’s the
only thing that ever has.”

- Margaret Mead
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https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/8c7be910-f9fa-41e9-838e-f95a22c71eae
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/32593d1a-0d64-413d-9168-e1026e114db6
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/2c432fa5-224e-4815-ab9d-ec27f22e2df8
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/24b300d8-4a28-4846-a7b9-d5257b1778cc
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/24b300d8-4a28-4846-a7b9-d5257b1778cc
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/24b300d8-4a28-4846-a7b9-d5257b1778cc
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1741631750/fultonschoolsorg/lefxn81hkhljyyq1ddnq/RR_1_36x14_DRAFT_132025.pdf
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/86b7ef98-a436-44b3-8fde-6741478c0b1b
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“We have come a long way,

but we still have a long way to go.”
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https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/9c53dcc4-bb3b-48e0-a12d-5c6bc3f36b06
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/3f4e5ca2-f69e-487b-a0c3-6caa7ce23f0c
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/3a314e92-9721-467a-8fc0-eb5f2f344300
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/b16e5433-00ce-44aa-a72d-3770cc1dbd04
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/53e24518-0bce-4f6e-9e3c-2932b49021ea
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/c841bc8c-2ece-455b-bbe2-987325496467
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/2cf26e93-35f6-4367-8498-535dd7312e2b
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/f938bddf-c0bc-4d0c-947d-fe6a321dbe63
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/eecb0745-70dd-4931-85cf-d7cec7ff9ed2
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/f9fc36a4-65a6-4184-b815-dc772edb4fe8
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/e9a74371-c8f7-4b3f-9e18-e3f25f098225
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/94432594-ede1-47f4-8ca5-b9e91c679dc0
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/8f20f153-170b-4785-92dd-767b0c8ff743
https://fultonschoolsorg.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/663ca96a-4dbe-47c0-8f68-c0bde1b6035b
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1741633737/fultonschoolsorg/s3wep2kum1wlnt8qyewj/Map_1_18x18_DRAFT_12162024.pdf
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