
The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, February 11, 
2025, at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School 
Board office.  

Note: There was one comment card completed for an agenda business item. Additionally, there 
were no remote requests for any agenda business item addressed in this meeting. 

 President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and 
guests. Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy Comeaux, 
Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and Greg Manley; 
followed by the presentation of colors by Ouachita Parish High NJROTC, Pledge of Allegiance 
by Dabo Graves, and the Invocation offered by Greg Manley.  

 Jerry Hicks made the motion, seconded by Dabo Graves, to approve the minutes of the 
January 14, 2025 regular meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Greg Manley made the motion to approve revisions to the Agenda, seconded by Dabo 
Graves. Motion carried by all members.   

 Jerry Hicks made a motion to approve the amended Agenda as presented, to include the 
revision of Business Item 7 and Permission to Bid item 3. Shere May seconded the motion, 
motion carried without opposition. 

 During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice announced the opening and 
advertising of two director positions, Director of Elementary Schools and Director of Student 
Support Services.  

 Mr. Comeaux introduced Kris Kelly with the WM Chamber of Commerce with the first 
item of business, Presentation of 2025 Building Bridges Grant Winners. The winners are 
Samantha Murphy from Shady Grove Elementary, Shelby Harden from Claiborne Elementary, 
Stewart Felkel from Sterlington Middle, Kristina Peters from Good Hope Middle and Amy Cady 
from West Monroe High School.  $500 was awarded to each winner.   

 The next item of business was introduced and the Board heard from Margie Williamson, 
representing Allen, Green and Williamson, CPAs. Mrs. Williamson reviewed the results of the 
audit ending June 30, 2024. The summary of the auditor’s results for the annual financial report 
showed an unmodified or clean opinion on the financial statements, which is the best opinion 
you can receive. Mrs. Williamson called attention to the report pointing out certain financial facts 
with six-year comparisons for the Board to note. Additionally, Mrs. Williamson presented an 
unmodified opinion on the single audit report, which reviewed the federal program Education 
Stabilization (ESSER), with no findings reported. Mrs. Williamson stated the reports would be 
submitted to the Government Finance Officers Association and Louisiana Association of School 
Business Officials for their review. President Tommy Comeaux opened the floor for questions or 
comments. Superintendent Guice offered appreciation to Allen, Green and Williamson for all 
their hard work throughout the year and commended Regina Mekus and the Business 
Department as well as our entire district for the good report. He also reported that Ouachita 
Parish School Board has once again maintained our AA- Bond Rating due to the stability of our 
district. Regina Mekus offered appreciation to the entire school district for such a great 
accomplishment.   



 The 3rd item of business, Financial Report for December 31, 2024 was presented by 
Regina Mekus.  The report includes 3 years of data for comparison, with everything on target for 
a balanced budget. The Board discussed and accepted the report as presented.  

 Jason Thomason presented Item # 4, Consideration and approval of the 2025-2026 
OPSB Calendar recommendation. He pointed out the date of the beginning of school, the 
proposed breaks and the addition of a virtual day in March. Karla Bendily, a parent from 
Highland/West Ridge requested to address the Board on this Business item. She was allowed 
three minutes to comment. After discussion, Dabo Graves made a motion to approve the 
Calendar as presented, seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried without opposition.  

 Steven Hemphill presented the fifth Business Item, Construction/Renovation Projects 
Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as presented. 

 Purchasing Agent, Jared Peters, presented the 6th Item of Business, Consideration and 
Approval of change order for bid #11-25 WMHS Tennis Additions/Resurfacing Project. The 
change order is for $60,669 for the excavation and hauling off trash, bad dirt, and trees buried 
under the site of the new tennis court. McCoy made a motion to approve the change order, 
seconded by Mike Batey. Motion carried without opposition.  

 Jared Peters presented the 7th Business Item, Consideration and approval of bid floor for 
bid number 16-25 Old Myles Property. He requested the board set a bid floor of $150,000, 
which would be $11,783 per acre for the 12.73-acre tract of land. Greg Manley made a motion 
to accept the recommendation of bid floor of $150,000, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion 
carried unanimously.  

 Purchasing Agent, Jared Peters, presented the Evaluation of Bids item #1, 18-25, Copy 
Paper.  He requested the board’s permission to accept the lowest responsive bidder on 
February 14th (date of bid openings). Harold McCoy made a motion to grant permission to 
accept the lowest bid, seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried without opposition. 

 Jared Peters asked permission to Bid on three line items: 

1. 22-25 Old Sterlington Middle School Property. Greg Manley made a motion to grant 
permission to bid on this item, seconded by Dabo Graves. Motion carried without 
opposition.  

2. 25-25 Central Elementary Restroom Renovations and Canopy. Jerry Hicks made a 
motion to grant permission to bid on this item, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion 
carried without opposition. 
 

3. 26-25 Stage Curtains. Dabo Graves made a motion to grant permission to bid on this 
item, seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried without opposition. 

 In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux reminded us the next meeting date of March 11, 
2025 at noon. He also reminded the Board to pick up their Annual Conference travel forms and 
that Valentine’s Day is this Friday.  

  

 



 In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice reminded the Board that Superintendent Cade 
Brumley would be visiting Claiborne Elementary on Wednesday, February 12th. He also pointed 
out school would be closed Monday, February 17th for President’s Day and students would be 
out on the 18th for a District Inservice Day.  

 There being no further business, Harold McCoy made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Greg Manley. Motion carried and adjourned at 12:48 p.m. 
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