
UNDERSTANDING
YOUR

TRANSCRIPT



Why is it important to know your transcript?
● IT IS YOU: This is what colleges, jobs, scholarship programs, and the armed forces will see 

from you - it represents YOUR accomplishments throughout high school.

● Understand graduation requirements:

○ Need at least 26 credits to graduate - look at your total STATE, are you behind 

because of past issues or ahead? 

■ This helps you understand what you need to do now and in the future to remain 

on track for graduation.

○ Must pass STAAR tests - you must pass all 5 STAAR tests, are you behind and need 

to take them more seriously or need help?   



● End of Course testing: STAAR tests - subject, score rate, and time of year 
taken
○ Subject: Algebra 1, English 1, English 2, Biology, US History
○ Score rate: 

■ Did not Pass = failed STAAR test & you must retake it
■ Approaches = passed, close to grade level
■ Meet = passed, on grade level
■ Masters = passed, above grade level

What is on your transcript?



● Performance Acknowledgements - earned by you throughout high school
○ AP - scoring a 3 or higher on an AP exam. You get an acknowledgement for 

each exam 3 or higher. 
○ Bilingualism - 3 of the same languages with an 80 or higher
○ Dual Credit - passing 1 English/Math Dual credit course and/or 9 college 

hours of dual credit courses
○ SAT/ACT 

■  earning a composite score of 442 on the ACT Aspire™ examination;

■  earning a composite score of 29 on the ACT PreACT® examination;

■  earning a total score of at least 1350 on the SAT®; or

■  earning a composite score on the ACT® examination of 29 (excluding the writing subscore)

What is on your transcript?



What is on your transcript?

● Schools awarding credit - these are each year you have earned high school credit (code is the 
school you attended)

● Endorsement(s) - these are the career pathways you are working towards through completing 
your electives. 

● Industry Based Certifications - earned if a student takes and passes exams related to career 
certifications. 

● Courses and grades - these are every class you have taken for high school credit along with 
the grades and credits earned during that year. 

● Credits - there are 2 types of credits you can earn in high school:
○ State: these are credits that count towards the total # you need to graduate.
○ Local: these are credits that DO NOT count towards the total # you need to graduate.



What is on your transcript?
● Graduation Program Type - every student is on the Foundation program.
● FHSP Distinguished Lvl. - earned by taking & passing Algebra 2.
● Speech, POI, CPR, and Financial Aid - graduation requirements required to be 

completed by the end of your senior year.
● Grade Point Average (GPA) - a combination of all semester grades earned in your 

high school classes. 
○ Weighted - only weighs a combination of all semester grades earned in your 

Core Classes. 
○ Unweighted - combination of all semester grades earned for all classes.



STAAR Testing - only shows what you have taken

School Year w/schools, Endorsements, & Certifications

Semester: = S1 = Fall   S2 = Spring
AVG: = S1 + S2 grades / by 2
The symbol      = credit lost for attendance & CANNOT 
be averaged with. 
Credit: = how much credit earned (.5 per semester)

Some classes can be worth 1 credit per semester. 
Codes - such as J, R, Z, and L represent when the class 
was taken or for what type of class it is.
Look at the bottom of the transcript for explanations!

Credit Totals: State (need at least 26 to graduate) & Local 

Date of Rank = date when rank was last run by MISD
Rank = your place in relation to total # of students in 
your graduating class
Class Size = total # of students in your graduating class
GPA = 2 types of GPA, Weighted which only takes in 
CH. 74 Cores & 4 point which is all high school courses.




