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TOPICS
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a. Project Update

b. Project Schedule

c. Project Budget

d. Foster Family Gathering

e. School Logo & Colors

f. Up Next

g. Change Order Approval Learning Stairwell Rendering



Project Update
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● Underground Plumbing and 
Electrical -- prepping for:

○ ComEd service 
connection

○ water and sewage 
connections to the street

Underground piping for plumbing (B. Kogan, 2/25)



Project Update
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● Embedded steel plates 

○ for precast wall erection

● Base plates with anchor bolts

○ for steel column 
installation

Embedded steel plate (B. Kogan, 2/25)

Column base plate with anchor bolts (B. Kogan, 3/25)



Project Update
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● Storm Trap Basin

○ temporarily stores 
rainwater runoff

○ releases the water at a slow 
controlled rate

○ mitigates erosion and 
flooding



Project Update

6Stormtrap Basin Install



Project Update
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Project Update
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Stormtrap Basin Install



Schedule
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  Construction Schedule Start Finish
● Foundations 9/26/24 4/16/25

● Structure 3/10/25 5/29/25

● Enclosure 3/25/25 6/26/25

● Build Out 4/25/25 6/1/26

● Site 5/30/25 5/8/26

● Closeout 2/3/26 7/13/26

* 2025

Bid 
#

Start
Pub. Notice Permit Bid 

Open
Award 

Rec
Board 

Approval
Scope of Work

Begin End Begin End

1 4/22 5/17 6/6 4/30 7/4 6/27 7/5 7/15 Site Prep, Demolition, Ground Improvements

2 6/7 9/2 9/20 9/23 11/1 10/11 10/23 10/28 Precast/Site & SW/Foundations & Steel

3 9/2 11/6 11/26 11/6 12/17 12/5 12/13 12/16 Shell, MEP's, Interior Finishes

4 * 3/4 3/18 3/18 -- -- 4/9 5/1 5/5 Flooring & Kitchen Equipment

5 * 10/6 10/6 10/24 10/27 11/14 11/14 11/28 11/28 Playground, Landscaping, Pavement, Gutter



Budget Update
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Mechanical Contractor 
Change Orders

● Increase of $104,691 
for Bid Group 3

● Results in a $104,681 
reduction in the 
project contingency

Hard Costs



Budget Update
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● Overall budget is 
unchanged at 
$48,479,176

Soft Costs



Foster Family Gathering

12

● 120 attendees

● 50/50 mix of Bessie Rhodes and 
non-Bessie Rhodes - 5th Ward 
families

● Community building, school 
information exchange & updates

● School logo & colors

● Sign ups & next steps

“It was truly magical for my family to be able to walk to a school event for the   
very first time!”        -- 5th Ward Parent / Bessie Rhodes Parent



School Logo & Colors
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Up Next!

14

● Precast wall erection 
begins March 18

● Major trucking in and out 
of the site through May

● April newsletter

● ComEd Service 
connection in April



Change Orders
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● Bid Group 3, Package 16 with M G Mechanical, 
Inc. for heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
(HVAC) systems for $3,792,040.

1. Seek to approve the prior-bidded alternate 
for CO

2 
controls for $80,000

2. Add $24,681 to maintain Syserco Inc. as 
D65 building controls sole provider 

● Total added expense of $104,681 increases 
approved contract with M G Mechanical to 
$3,896,721

○ Reduces owner contingency by $104,681 
and overall construction budget remains at 
$48,479,176


