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WELCOME TO YELLOW MEDICINE EAST HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Welcome to the registration process for the upcoming school year.  This curriculum guide is designed 
to help you select courses that will prepare you for your future.  Descriptions of all classes and special 
programs are included in this guide.  Also, useful information on various post-secondary admission 
requirements are included to assist you in your decisions. 
​  
We hope that you will take ample time to explore this guide and carefully plan your schedule for your 
remaining educational years at Yellow Medicine East Schools.  You are also encouraged to complete 
the tentative four-year plan worksheet.   
​  
When selecting your classes, consideration should be given to your interests, abilities, strengths, and 
career goals.  With an abundance of choices available after high school, it is imperative that you begin 
now to build a strong foundation for your future.  You are encouraged to work closely with your 
parents, teachers, and success coach in order to make sound decisions. 
​  
Please note that course changes will be difficult to make once registration has been completed.  
Students should not expect to change their course selections after the registration process.  Thus time 
and effort should be spent NOW in making sound course decisions.  It should also be noted that 
registering for a course is not a guarantee to be enrolled into the class, therefore, be sure to include 
alternative courses on the registration sheet.   
 
 

REGISTRATION GUIDELINES 
 
1.​ Yellow Medicine East High School will graduate a student who has earned their required 

number of credits during grades 9-12.  Students must earn 24 credits to be eligible for 
graduation.  Please consult the graduation requirements checklist for specific course credit 
requirements.  Credit requirements may change according to Board Policy. 

 
2.​ All 9th - 12th-grade students are required to register for courses at least six periods each  

semester. Exceptions to this are made for students participating in the PSEO program.   
 
3.​ Students will be allowed only one study hall each semester (Seniors are allowed one study hall 

or senior privilege if they qualify). 
 
4.​ Any student failing to meet the graduation credit requirements is expected to make up for the 

deficiency during the succeeding semester.  Students must repeat any course or be enrolled in 
a credit recovery program for which they have received a failing grade. 

 
5.​ Course changes will be extremely difficult to make once the registration process has been 

completed.  The course schedule is designed completely around student scheduling requests, 
thus students should not expect to change their course selections after the registration process 
each spring. 

 
6.​ Be sure to include Alternative Course options on the registration form in case a course is not 

available. 
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College Planning Tips for Students and Their Families 

1.​ Visit campus. Explore college campuses before the fall of your senior year. Meet 
students and faculty and tour campus facilities. Visiting campus is the best way to 
determine whether a school is a good fit for you. 

2.​ Choose coursework that will prepare you to succeed in college. This means during 
your senior year, too. The classes you take in high school are a foundation for what you 
will experience in college. That's why it's really important to take a challenging 
curriculum while you're in high school. Work closely with your Principal, Advisor, and 
Success Coach to choose the appropriate preparatory courses offered.  

3.​ The admission requirements for colleges and universities vary. Get to know what the 
admissions requirements are at the colleges you are applying to before your senior 
year. Do they require 4 years of math, science, etc.? Do they strongly recommend 2 
years of a language?   It is the responsibility of the student to become familiar with the 
entrance requirements of potential institutions. 
 

4.​ ACT - Many colleges and universities have changed their ACT guidelines. Most colleges 
are test optional. A “test-optional” policy means the college allows all applicants to 
decide for themselves whether to submit test scores. Applicants are told, in essence, “If 
you think your scores are an accurate representation of your ability, feel free to submit 
them. If you feel they're not, don't. Successful ACT scores can earn students college 
scholarships.    

5.​ GPA- Your grade point average is one of the strongest factors in determining if you will 
be admitted to a college or university. Working hard in high school can earn you 
college scholarships.  

6.​ Accuplacer - Most community and technical colleges require students to take the 
Accuplacer before registering for classes. If you have a qualifying GPA, you may not 
have to take the Accuplacer. The Accuplacer assessment provides information about 
your skills in reading, English, and math.  

 
Upward Bound 
 

The Upward Bound Program is a federally funded (free to participants) 
college preparatory program sponsored by SMSU. The purpose is to 
increase the college enrollment and graduation rates of our high school 
youth. Applications are available to students enrolled in 9, 10, or 11th grade 
from MHS and YME. Once the student has been accepted into the program, 
he/she will be required to participate until graduation from high school. 
During the academic year students participate in tutoring and academic 
advising, education field trips, ACT prep class, financial literacy, plus much 
more. During the summer, Upward Bound offers a 5-6 week residential 
summer program of instruction at SMSU, which includes college visits, 
cultural and educational field trips, and evening activities.  The Assistant to 
the Director of UB will be available at the YME School twice a week 
(Monday  and Wednesday) to assist students with filling out applications, 
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meet with parents, assist students with college preparation, advise students with academic needs, oversee tutoring sessions 
and to answer any questions about Upward Bound. 
 

PSEO/COLLEGE CREDITS AT YME 
 
The following College Now and PSEO courses may be taken at Yellow Medicine East  High School for 
college credit.  (#) designates college credits earned per semester or year.  See YME Success Coach for 
eligibility verification and parent permission form required to take PSEO classes. Additional PSEO 
information found in the YME PSEO Required Enrollment Notification Form.  
 

SMSU College Courses taught at YME​
PSEO College Now Intro to Sociology ​ ​ ​ ​ (3) Semester​
PSEO College Now English 151 Academic Writing​ ​ (4) Semester​
PSEO College Now Lit 100  Human Diversity  ​ ​ ​ (̀3) Semester​
PSEO College Now College Algebra ​ ​ ​ ​ (3) Semester​
PSEO College Now Calculus ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (5) Year​
PSEO College Now Pre-Calculus ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (5) Year 
​
YME partners with MNWest to offer college courses ​
CDL and Transportation Careers​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (1) Semester 
Introduction to Indigenous Nations/Dakota Studies    ​ ​ (3) Semester 
Nursing Assistant ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (3) Semester​
Networking Basics ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (2) Semester 
Introduction to Powerline​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (3) Semester 
Welding Certification ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (9) Year 
Healthcare Career Pathway​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (12) Year 

​
**YME has a strong partnership with MN West Community and Technical to offer a variety of 
courses online.  Please stop in and see the Success Coach for more information. 
 
All students who take offsite PSEO courses are required to notify the district by May 30th for 
fall enrollment and October 30th for spring enrollment and complete THIS REGISTRATION 
FORM. 
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SEMESTER GRADING AND SEMESTER CREDIT 
Based upon passing grades, credits are permanently recorded at the end of each semester on the following basis: 

●​ Full year courses meeting one period per day​  
o​ .5 credit for semester 1 
o​ .5 credit for semester 2 

●​ Semester courses meeting one period per day​  
o​ .5 credit 

●​ PSEO Credits are accepted as follows: 
o​ 5 PSEO Credits =     1.25​ YME HS Credit 
o​ 4 PSEO Credits =​ 1.00​ YME HS Credit 
o​ 3 PSEO Credits =​ .75​ YME HS Credit 
o​ 2 PSEO Credits =​ .50​ YME HS Credit 
o​ 1 PSEO Credit = ​ .25​ YME HS Credit 

 
Online Learning Option 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect the statutory requirements of Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (2003), the 
Online Learning Option Act.] 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern online learning options of students enrolled in the school district for 
purposes of compulsory attendance. 
 
Guidelines 
All students who are in grades 10 ~ 12 are eligible to take online courses on the Yellow Medicine East High School 
campus.  Students that take an online course in place of a core required course must have prior approval to make sure it 
meets core requirements.  Any student who fails to complete a course or is deficient, will not be allowed into the OLL lab.  
Students will not be allowed to substitute core classes through online without prior approval from the High School 
Principal.  Students will not be allowed to take online classes without a signed permission form which requires the 
parent’s approval and signature.  
 
PLEASE NOTE:  PSEO College Courses have a heavier credit value.  A typical high school semester class has a weight 
of .50, most college courses have a .75 or 1.0 weight for a semester class.   The semester grade earned/received for a 
PSEO college course is included in a student’s quarter 2 and/or quarter 4 high school GPA calculation, whichever 
semester the course is taken in.  It will have a bigger impact on your GPA due to the higher weight of the course.  
 

Withdrawals and Prerequisites 
Withdrawals from Class/Courses ~ Students may drop a class up to four days after the start of a class if there is a 
legitimate reason and there is room in another class at that time  No changes will be made and the student must continue to 
attend the class they are attempting to change/drop until the process is completed.  Special permission to drop a class after 
the four day period may be granted in special circumstances (student must complete a request form).   Students will meet 
with the Middle/High School Principal or Success Coach (pre-arranged appointment) to complete a drop/add form and 
then it is the student’s responsibility to complete the form in its entirety. Students may make schedule changes for 
legitimate reasons prior to the beginning of a semester without affecting credits/grades.  ** Dropping a PSEO college 
course has a significant impact on your college and high school transcripts,  please review the PSEO Agreement Memo 
before taking a college course. The YME Success Coach has copies of that agreement. 
 
Prerequisites  A “prerequisite” is a subject, which is required before you can take certain other subjects.  Please study 
carefully the descriptions in this booklet to learn whether or not subjects have prerequisites. 
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AGRICULTURE / INDUSTRIAL TECH  
•Please note supplies for projects made are the responsibility of the student. 

 
Large Animal Science/ Advanced Animal Science 
Prerequisites: None 
Grade(s):  10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.75 Sem 1, HS Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of animal agriculture with a focus on management practices related 
to the health, husbandry, feeding, breeding, and marketing of beef and dairy cattle, small ruminants, swine, poultry, 
horses, and alternative agricultural species. Advanced Animal Science: Semester 2 Animal Science works with 
Ridgewater Colleges curriculum to provide a more indepth, college based curriculum. Students also get a more hands-on 
look into the livestock industry through tours and various speakers. Students have the opportunity to receive Concurrent 
credit through Ridgewater if they meet all the requirements. 
Major Units of Instruction: Nutrition, Beef, Dairy Livestock, Swine, Horses, Poultry, and Industry Tours. 
 
Agriculture Exploration​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite None​ ​ ​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
A class that looks at all the areas that pertain to an Agricultural department.  This class will also tie in FFA as a part of the 
class. Major units of Instruction: Mechanics, Ag. Science, Horticulture, Natural Resources, and Leadership. 
 
Food Science 
Prerequisite: None 
Grades(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Food Science integrates many branches of science and relies on the application of the rapid advances in technology to 
expand and improve the food supply. Students will evaluate the effects of processing, preparation, and storage on the 
quality, safety, wholesomeness, and nutritive value of foods. The goal for Food Science is to teach students how to make 
their food from fresh raw ingredients that are rich in nutrients and not packed with preservatives. Students should come 
with an appetite for learning as well as eating. 
 
Small Engines​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  None 
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Students will learn how to disassemble, rebuild and calibrate a Briggs & Stratton engine. They will also need to find their 
own small engine that needs work.  Major units of Instruction: Safety, maintenance, troubleshooting, carburetion systems, 
compression systems, and proper use of measuring tools. 
 
Adv. Small Engines​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  Small Engines 
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Continuation of students will learn how to disassemble, rebuild and calibrate a Briggs & Stratton engine. 
 
 
Agricultural Science 
Prerequisite: Physical Science 9 & Biology​  
Grade(s):  11 ~ 12  *Meets 3rd year Science Requirement 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00  
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An Ag. class that would give the student a science credit toward their graduation.  Major units of Instruction: Forestry, 
Crops, Soils, Renewable Energy and Animal Science. Note:  According to present MN Standards this course will meet 
science graduation requirements.  It may or may not meet the college entrance requirements. 
 
Intro to Welding​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite: None​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Students will learn the basic fundamentals of arc and wire-feed welding.  Students need to perform approximately 70 
welds, then design and make a project.  Major units of Instruction: Safety, arc welding, wire-feed welding, oxy-acetylene 
cutting, plasma arc cutting and TIG welding 
 
Welding Exploration 
Prerequisit: None 
Grade(s): 9-12 
Semester Course- HS Credit=0.50 
This class is designed specifically for students who want to learn the fundamentals of welding in a supportive and 
hands-on environment. Students will gain experience with both arc and wire-feed welding, completing approximately 70 
welds before applying their skills to design and create their own project. No prior experience is needed—just a willingness 
to learn and create! Major units of Instruction: Safety, arc welding, wire-feed welding, oxy-acetylene cutting, plasma arc 
cutting and TIG welding 
 
Advanced Welding 
Prerequisite Intro to Welding 
Grades 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course will be offered second semester only.  This is primarily a project oriented course. Students will layout design, 
calculate material costs, repair and or fabricate personal projects. Further development of welding techniques with pipe, 
mild steel, aluminum and stainless steel using arc, MIG and TIG processes will also be options.  
 
Introduction to Woodworking Technology     
Prerequisite:  None  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course introduces the student to basic cabinet building techniques. Students will learn how, where and why different 
types of materials, woods, joints and hardware are used. Students will also gain greater proficiency in the safe operation of 
the machines and accessories used.  The projects for this class will be medium sized and will use beginner skills that you 
will learn.  If time is available, there will be a variety of other activities. There is a materials charge for the project.   
Major Units of instruction:  Safety,Carpentry Skills, and Project Making  
​  
Advanced Woodworking Technology     
Prerequisite  Intro Woods ​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Woodworking or written permission of the instructor.  Building well-designed furniture not 
only saves money but also teaches the student how to choose between quality and unsound furniture designs.  This course 
is offered to those students who wish to expand their knowledge in furniture construction.  Areas covered: 1) project 
design, bill of materials, project plan of procedure, construction, and finishing 2) power woodworking equipment safety 
and operation 3) furniture periods and styles   4) construction methods. There is a materials charge for the project.  Student 
costs will be determined by the student’s selection of their project and materials.  Good attendance is critical.  
Major Units of instruction:  Shop safety, Project design, Bill of materials / estimating, Plan of procedure and 
Construction techniques   
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Wildlife & Fishery 
Prerequisite:  None  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course includes the history of wildlife management, wildlife concepts, animal rights and animal welfare, ecosystems, 
food webs, hunting, hunter ethics, safety, fish studies, identification, advanced hunter certificate, birds, mammals, Fish of 
Minnesota, careers in wildlife, wolf controversy of Minnesota, water quality, taxidermy & weekly current events. Major 
Units of instruction:  Safety,Carpentry Skills, and Project Making. 
 
 
Basic Repair​  
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course is designed to teach the student basic home maintenance skills.  Some skills that will be taught are;  basic 
electrical, sheetrock taping and repair,  plumbing repair and installation, basic small engine maintenance just to list a few 
of the things that will be covered in the course.  This course is designed for anyone who would like to learn how to do 
something themselves and gain satisfaction in being able to do small repair and installation projects. There is a materials 
charge for one project. Good attendance is critical.  Major Units of instruction: Machine and shop safety, Proper 
machine use, Construct a small wood project, Wall construction, Electrical wiring techniques, Sheetrocking and Taping, 
Painting and Wallpaper, Toilet Repair, Copper soldering, Small engine maintenance, Recoil repair, Air filter maintenance, 
Change oil and Change spark plug 
 
 
 

Other Agriculture Opportunities 
 

Individual Ag Credit:​ ​  
Prerequisite: None (Must take in lieu of a Study Hall)​ ​ ​  
Grade 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Students that are interested in doing articulation agreements with various colleges or enroll in an online class.  Possible 
Articulation Agreement: Ridgewater College, SMSU- Marshall, SDSU, NDSU, U of MN, and U of MN Crookston 
 
Agriculture Leadership​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite: Instructor’s Permission​ (Must take in lieu of a Study Hall)​  
Grades 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 ​ (Instructor permission and signature required) 
This course is designed for FFA members. The content of this course work is to develop leadership, and work skills. 
 
Project Based Agriculture Project     ​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:   Instructor's Permission  ​  
Grades 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50  
This an independent study course to be taken over the summer under the direct supervision of the Ag. Instructor.   It is 
designed to give students a "hands on" experience in a community based or family based agricultural operation.  It 
requires verification of projects done and the effect those projects have. **NOTE:  Ag. may be taken for credit ONCE 
during high school.  All require the Ag. Instructor's written approval.  All are graded with a letter grade. 
 
OJT Agriculture - Agriculture Placement Work-Based Learning  
Prerequisite Instructor’s Permission   
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 
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Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 or Full Year Course - HS Credit 1.00 ~ (Instructor permission and signature 
required & must take in lieu of a Study Hall)​  
This course includes a classroom and workplace component. The first week of each quarter and the last Tuesday of each 
quarter will be spent in the Ag. Ed. classroom. Materials to be covered in the classroom will be a career assessment, letter 
of application, resume and a quarterly reflection paper. The Work-Based Learning assignments will include completion of 
weekly work reports, a job contract and quarterly assessment. The student will also make a weekly journal entry, all 
assignments will be kept in a portfolio in the Ag Ed Classroom.  Termination or lack of employment will result in a failing 
grade. Job hours must be completed but are not limited to the hours that are assigned for this class. Ten hours of work per 
week are required. 
 
 

ART 
•Please note that there may be a nominal class fee charged for art class supplies. 

 
Mural Painting I/II   
Prerequisite: None  
Grades 9-12  
Semester 2 Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course is all about creating eye-catching murals that transform spaces! We'll dive into techniques like 
scale, composition, and storytelling through visual art. You'll get to plan, design, and bring your murals to life, 
seeing your creativity make a real impact. If you're passionate about art and want to create something bold, this 
course is for you! 
 
Ceramics I/II   
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Semester 1 Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Open to high school students, this hands-on course covers both functional and sculptural pieces. You'll learn 
hand-building techniques like pinch, coil, and slab construction, and wheel-throwing for pottery. Explore 
glazing and firing to finish your creations, gaining insight into ceramic art's chemistry and artistry.  
 
 
 
Cultural Art 
Prerequisite:  None 
Grades 9-12 
Semester 1 Course – HS Credit=0.50 
In this course, you'll explore diverse artistic styles influenced by Dakota, Hispanic, Scandinavian, and global art 
forms. Through hands-on projects, you'll create contemporary pieces using various mediums like painting, 
sculpture, or digital art, engaging with traditional elements such as symbolism and cultural motifs. 

 
Digital Creativity I/II   
Prerequisite:  None 
Grades 9-12 
Semester 1 Course – HS Credit=0.50 
Use digital tools and software to bring your artistic visions to life. Learn digital drawing, painting, graphic 
design, and image manipulation skills to create art. Discover the endless possibilities of digital media, including 
illustration, photo editing, and animation, as you develop your unique style.  
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Drawing I/II   
Prerequisite: None  
Grades 9-12 
Semester 1 Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This class covers fundamental principles like line, shape, form, value, and composition. Using materials like 
graphite, charcoal, ink, and pastels, you'll hone your skills and unleash your creativity. From precision in 
observational drawing to exploring various techniques, you'll build a solid foundation in the art of drawing.  
 
Painting I/II 
Prerequisite: None 
Grades 9-12 
Semester 2 Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course covers a variety of painting techniques and styles like acrylics, watercolors, and ink. Dive into color 
theory, composition, and brushwork to unleash your creativity. Craft your own original works of art through 
hands-on projects, embracing the freedom to experiment and create art that reflects your unique vision. 
 
Creative Digital Imaging I/II  
Prerequisite: None  
Grades 9-12  
Semester 2 Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Learn camera techniques, editing, and production for compelling narratives in photography and videography. 
Using different apps and approaches to photos and videos. 
 
 
Middle School Art 8 
Grade(s):8​  
Trimester Course  
Students will explore various art forms, including drawing, painting, sculpture, digital art, and multimedia. 
Emphasis will be placed on refining techniques, fostering creativity, and deepening students' understanding of 
artistic expression. 
 
6th Grade Art ​​ ​ ​  
Grade(s): 6 
Semester Course (A/B) 
This class is designed to introduce you to the fundamentals of art. Through engaging projects and activities, you 
will explore various art techniques, including drawing and painting, learn about color, form, and expression. ​
 
 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
•Please note that there may be a nominal class fee charged for FACS class supplies. 

Introduction to FACS​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 10 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This class will focus on building strong life skills in teenagers.  Units of study will include building relationship skills 
with families and friends, health and wellness issues, sexuality issues, money management skills, and future career 
foodsinterests.  This class is especially geared for 9th graders as it will assist students in transitioning to the high school.  
 
 
Child Development​ ​ ​ ​  
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Prerequisite:   None​  
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12​  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course will deal with parenting decisions, pregnancy, birth and the development of a child until age 6.  Topics include 
reproduction, conception, heredity, prenatal development, prenatal care, birth defects, labor and delivery.  The 
development of the child includes the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual development of infants, toddlers and 
preschoolers.  Observation and theory will be used to interpret child behaviors. 
Major Units of instruction:   Parenting and Children, Getting Ready for Baby, Infant's 1st year, The Child 1-3, The Child 
4-6, Health and Safety, Observation/Play School 
 
Foods & Nutrition​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  None​ ​ ​  
Grade(s):  10 ~ 12​  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This class will concentrate on applying decision making techniques to food safety, dietary recommendations, food 
practices on preparation, and eating patterns to establish for healthy adult living.   Food preparation labs will be included 
for all units.   Major Units of instruction: The Nutrients You Need, Planning Daily Food Choices, Kitchen Principles, 
Planning Meals, Preparation of Foods from Dairy, Meats, Fruits & Vegetables, and Grains. 
 
 
Career Exploration 
Prerequisite: None 
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course was designed to assist students with exploring careers and developing skills necessary to make meaningful 
decisions about their career choice and assist students with declaring a career path to follow. Students will focus on career 
preparation, working with people, gaining insight into self, and building group cohesion. Students  will then get ready to 
transition to a supervised experience in a field of their choice. Interest inventories and scores will be used to guide 
students into a pathway of their interests and liking. The class will create their Career Portfolio, which includes career 
research, resume building, interviewing, job shadowing, communication with employers and team, job skills needed and 
expectations of your first job. 
 
 
Creative Foods​​ ​  
Prerequisite: Foods & Nutrition​ ​ ​ ​  
Grade(s):  11 ~ 12​  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This class will cover the cultural, historical, social and economic significance of food and the eating patterns in the US 
and the world.   Students will create foods that are nutritious and aesthetically pleasing.  We will focus more on food 
presentation/culinary arts.   Portfolios will be created to show the artistic elements of design. Students will have the 
chance to participate in the culinary competition.   
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LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
English I​  
Prerequisite:  8th Grade English  
Grade(s): 9  
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
This required course provides the foundational basics for high school English. Students will develop skills including 
literary analysis, citing textual evidence, making inferences, using context clues, and analyzing the themes of short works 
from various genres. Students will also examine the use of abstract literary concepts, and learn how an author uses these 
techniques to create a unique style and develop themes. Major Units of Instruction:  Writing, Themes in Literature, 
Short Story, Novel (To Kill a Mockingbird), Poetry, Drama (Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet) 
 
 
English II​ ​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  English I ​  
Grade:  10   
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
English 10 is a survey course designed to meet the needs of all students.  Students participating in this class will be well 
prepared to meet the English needs of the general job market, a technical college, or a four-year college. Students will 
comprehend and employ the five steps of the writing process (Prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading), 
and the main types of essays (process and descriptive).  Students will also analyze, interpret, and evaluate various genres 
of literature through thematic units of instruction.   In addition, students will continue working on planning and preparing 
speeches, delivering speeches, citing sources, critiquing speeches, participating in meetings, working with others, and 
gaining self-confidence. Major Units of Instruction:  The Writing Process, Short Stories, The Paragraph, Poems, Process 
Essay, Essays, Drama, Novel, and Annotated Bibliography 
 
English III​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  English II​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Grade:  11  
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
English 11 is a language arts survey course that is required of all students for graduation.  The main units of study in this 
course will be in the areas of usage, structure,  and mechanics; composition and research; American literature and the 
novel; and oral communication and public speaking.  Students will continue to develop their understanding and skills in 
the areas of writing,  literature, and speaking.  Students will exit this course ready to take college courses at four-year, 
two-year, and technical colleges.  Major units of Study: Usage, Sentence Structure, Mechanics, Paragraph Writing, 
Essay Writing, Research and the Research Paper, American Literature Survey and The Novel. 
 
English IV​ ​ ​  
Prerequisite:  English III​ ​ ​ ​  
Grade 12 ​  
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
English 12 is designed to meet the needs of every student; whether those needs are for career success, technical college, or 
a four-year college.  Students enrolled in this course will work on strengthening their writing skills in both academic and 
technical writing.  Students will also develop and improve their academic and technical reading skills through a variety of 
resources and materials.  In addition, students will enhance their critical thinking skills through a mixture of British and 
World Literature.  Major units of instruction included, but not limited to: Influence of Greek and Roman 
Culture—mythology, Anglo-Saxon traditions, The Renaissance, Shakespeare, Grammar and Vocabulary, Job Skills, 
Communicating for career success, Writing on the job and Reading on the job. 
 
College Now English 151 Academic Writing  
(PSEO English 151) 
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Prerequisite: *Meet PSEO Standards  English IV or Instructor Approved 
Grade(s): 12 
Semester Course – 4 College Credits/HS Credit = 1 
English 151 is a college course offered at our high school through Southwest State University.  The goal of English 151 is 
to prepare students for the challenging writing, reading, and research that will be expected of them.  This course is 
designed to enhance rigor, to help high school students to enter the university discourse community, and to provide 
students with opportunities to develop the habits of mind and the skills required to conduct independent scholarship at an 
introductory level.  This course maintains the major assignments— Explain a Concept Essay, the Finding Common 
Ground Essay, and the Narrative Essay.  An Annotated Bibliography rounds out the assignment portfolio. Writing the 
narrative becomes an enhanced experience because students write not only one narrative essay but also a series of 
narratives throughout the semester, beginning with the writing skills diagnostic assessment essay on Day One.   The 
narrative series replaces the Profile essay and provides the same sequenced narrative but in a series of assignments rather 
than one assignment.  Writing, reading, and research are integrated in each assignment.  The assignments are integrated; 
students choose a debatable issue topic from those presented in the Points of View Reference Center, and they make those 
issue topics uniquely their own through the use of truncated search researching.  
 
College Now Literature 100  Literature: Human Diversity  ​  
Prerequisite: *Meet PSEO Standards  English IV or Instructor Approved 
Grade(s): 12 
Semester Course – 3 College Credits/HS Credit = .75 
Literature 100 is a college course offered at our high school through Southwest State University.   LIT 100 will deepen 
students' understanding of literature as an art form as well as strengthen students’ ability to read and write about short 
stories, poems, novels, and drama critically. For this particular section of the course, we will be looking at writings from a 
wide array of periods, styles, nationalities, ethnicities, and genres.[1] The goal is not to master literature and how it works 
since such an endeavor is impossible. Rather, students should leave the course with a basic grasp of how literature works 
and specifically how the expectations of each genre define that form and how it functions. In some cases, we will also be 
looking at how writers play against expectations and to what effects they do so. Students will exhibit their ability to read 
and write about literature critically and analytically through discussions, writing assignments, presentations, and other 
assignments. Meets Grade 12 requirement. By the end of the course, students should be able to:  Read literature more 
carefully and meaningfully, understand a variety of reading styles and strategies for a variety of genres, and understand 
and apply the basic principles of all literary criticism: Who wrote it? When was it written? Why was it written? 
 
Creative Writing 
Prerequisite: English I 
Grade: 10-12 
Semester Course  
Creative Writing teaches the skills behind creating and revising original works of fiction, non-fiction, drama, technical 
writing, and imaginative self-expression. Activities will include a variety of purposes and allow students to explore their 
individual interests. Students will also study literature and media to develop their technique, and practice the revision 
process to publish a final product. 
 

MATHEMATICS  
Algebra I ​  
Prerequisite: Math 8​  
Grade(s): Grade 8 and up  
Year-Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00  
Algebra 1 focuses on ratios/proportions, systems of equations, probability/statistics, and quadratic equations. Major units 
of instruction:  Polynomials; Factoring Polynomials; Learning to use all four operations on Rational Expressions; 
Fractions; Percentages, Quadratics, Exponential Equations, and Radical Functions 
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Geometry​ ​  
Prerequisite: Algebra I​ ​  
Grade(s): 9 and up​  
Year-Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00  
This course is designed to present the concepts of Geometry related to the MN State Geometry standards.  Major Units of 
Instruction: Geometric reasoning, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangle congruence, triangles, polygons and 
quadrilaterals, similarity, right triangles, circles. 
 
Algebra II                        
Prerequisite:  Geometry ​  
Grade(s): 9 and up 
Year-Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
This course is designed to give a highly motivated mathematics student a solid foundation for Pre-Calculus.  A strong 
work ethic is essential to being successful in this course.  Major units of instruction: Linear functions, linear systems, 
quadratic functions, polynomial functions, exponential functions, rational functions, radical functions, properties and 
attributes of functions, probability and stats, sequences and series. 
 
Probability/Statistics/Trigonometry​  
Prerequisite: Passed Algebra II​ ​ ​  
Grade 11 ~ 12 
Semester or Year Long Course  Course - 0.50 or 1.0 HS Credit​  
This course will be divided into 4 quarter long concepts.  Probability will be taught on an experimental and theoretical 
basis.  Statistics will involve one and two variable data sets.  Right triangle trigonometry, along with the Law of Sines and 
Cosines will make up the trigonometry unit.  Advanced topics such as matrices and set theory will conclude the course.  
This can be taken for a semester or for a full year.  
 
College Now Pre-Calculus*​  
Prerequisite:  Algebra II with grade of B or better or instructor approved & *Meet PSEO Standard​  
Grade: 10 ~ 12 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00/ 4 College Credits 
This course can be taken for high school or college credits. This course is designed to give a highly motivated 
mathematics student a solid foundation for calculus.  A strong work ethic is essential to being successful in this course.  
This is Trigonometry and Precalculus.  It will involve Trigonometry and Advanced Math topics. 
 
Pre College Algebra*​  
Prerequisite:  Passed Algebra II​ ​ ​ ​  
Grade 11 ~ 12 
Semester I  Course - 0.50 HS Credit​  
This course will include statistics, probability, game theory, matrices, vectors, conic sections, and discrete math. 
 
*Courses will be taken over a full year, concurrently. Pre College Algebra will be taken Semester 1. College now 
Trig/Pre-Calculs will be taken Semester 2. 
 
PSEO College Algebra​ 
Prerequisite Pre College Algebra  & *Meet PSEO Standards     
Grade 11-12 
Semester II  Course - .75 HS Credit/ 3 College Credits 
This course is through SMSU and is worth 3 college credits and .75 high school credits.   
Topics include traditional College Algebra Topics: Fundamental Concepts of Algebra; Equations and Inequalities; 
Functions and Graphs; Polynomial and Rational Functions, and Inverse, Exponential, and Logarithmic Functions.  Please 
note:  certain restrictions do apply.  Dropping a PSEO class after our registration may include you paying for the college 
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credit and/or having a WD (withdraw) grade added to your transcript.  Please make careful consideration when selecting a 
PSEO course. 
 
College Now Calculus I                  
Prerequisite: Trig./Pre-Calc or College Algebra & *Meet PSEO Standard ​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.25/ 5 College Credits 
This course can be taken for high school or college credits. This course will cover all the major topics of a college 
Calculus 1 course...only we will cover those topics in a year rather than a semester.   Full Year Course.  Major units of 
instruction: Precalculus review, Limits and their properties, Differentiation, Applications of Differentiation, Integration 
and Function. 
 
3D Print & Design I/II  
Prerequisite: None 
Grades: 9-12  
Semester Course - HS Credit .50 
Students in this course will have the opportunity to use the creative design process to make unique 3D prints. They 
explore multiple types of print materials building larger projects. They will have the chance to learn software programs 
specifically for 3D intricate prints, and use the Ultimaker S5 printers to maximize printing capabilities. 
 

MRV CTE 
 
Yellow Medicine East partners with Minnesota River Valley Community Technical Education Collaborative for high 
school and college credit opportunities. Additional information and course descriptions can be found in the Success 
Office.  Additional paperwork is required to be filled out to reserve your spot in a class through MNWest.  
https://mrvctec.com/ 
 
CDL and Transportation Careers 
Grade Level: 12                     
Course Length: Spring Semester 
Prerequisite:  Age 18 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 1.00 PSEO/.50 HS Credit  ~  1 Spring Semester 
Hybrid model instruction during March and April.  12 hours of on campus time (or through Zoom) scheduled 
for evenings.  Students will get driving practice (4 hours) at the Merit Center in Marshall. 
 
Introduction to CNA/Nursing Assistant 
Prerequisite: None 
Grades: 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course ~ HS Credit = 1.00 PSEO ~  4 credits  Fall or Spring Semester 
Block: 2 class periods 
Hybrid model instruction on Tue and Thur, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at Minnesota West (Granite Falls) with online work and  
health care based experiences. This course emphasizes the role of the nursing assistant and home health aide as a valuable 
member of any health care team.  This course will introduce and prepare students for entry-level jobs in nursing home, 
hospitals, and other health care facilities.  It also serves as an entry point for students interested in careers that require 2 
and 4-year degrees. Upon successful completion of classroom/lab studies, the student will participate in a nursing home 
clinical experience caring for elderly clients. Clinicals will be scheduled during either the week or weekend in 6-hour 
blocks.  Successful students will be eligible to take the Nurse Aide/Home Health Aide competency examination for 
certification and placement on the Minnesota Nursing Assistant Registry.  The student will cover the $180 fee for the test.  
Students can be reimbursed for the cost of the test when they become employed at a long-term care facility.  Students may 
also be required by participating health care organizations to have up to date Mantoux tests and vaccinations.​ ​
​ ​  
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Healthcare Career Pathway 
Prerequisite: None 
Grades: 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course ~ HS Credit = 12.00, PSEO/4 HS Credit  
Block: 2 class periods 
Hybrid model instruction Monday-Friday, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at Minnesota West (Granite Falls) with in-person and online 
coursework. Courses will include CNA, Medical Term, CPR/First Aid, TMA, and Body Structure & Function. This 
pathway will help students prepare for the healthcare workforce.  ​  
 
Internships 
Prerequisite: None​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 1.00  
Block: 2 class periods  
Classroom instruction on Fridays from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at Minnesota West (Granite Falls)  and students will work at their 
internship placements on Mon, Tue, Wed, Thurs. 
 
 
Powerline Technician - Generation, Transmission and Distribution 
Prerequisite: None 
Grades: 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course ~ HS Credit = 1.00, PSEO ~ 3 credits  Spring Semester only 
Block: 2 class periods 
Hybrid model instruction on Tue and Thur, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at Minnesota West (Granite Falls) with online work and job 
related experiences.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
Welding Certificate  
Prerequisite: None 
Grades: 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course ~ HS Credit = 9 PSEO ~  3 credits  
Block: 2 class periods 
Hybrid model instruction on Monday-Friday 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at Minnesota West (Granite Falls) with online work and job 
related experiences. To earn a welding certificate students will take three classes - Welding Principles, Blueprint Reading 
Welding, and Gas Metal Arch Welding.  
 
PSEO Introduction to Indigenous Nations and Dakota Studies 
Prerequisite: None 
Grade(s): 10-12 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
Introduction to Indigenous Nations and Dakota Studies (INDS) focuses on understanding the “pan-Indian” view of 
Indigenous people in a contemporary setting. The course materials will have a focus on socio-political history of 
interactions between Indigenous people and settlers coming to the United States. Aspects of Indigenous epistemology, 
culture, and their complexities interacting in a modern-day world will be explored. There will be an emphasis on the Oceti 
Sakowin (7 Council Fires)-(Eastern Dakota/Western Dakota/Lakota) understanding of their struggle and resistance 
throughout history. Sociopolitical ideas of settler colonialism, decolonization, and tribal sovereignty will be key frames of 
understanding throughout the course work. The course is for all students who want to broaden their overall understanding 
of Indigenous people. As well as understand the detailed history of the land in Mni Sota Makoce (Minnesota). The course 
work will benefit both Indigenous and non-Indigenous students alike unpacking generalizations, assumptions, and 
stereotypes that are continually perpetuated in mainstream society. 
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MRV CTE Industrial Construction Methods 
Prerequisite: None 
Grades: 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course ~ HS Credit = 1.00  
Block: 2 class periods 
Meets on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 8:00 am ~ 9:30 am  at the Fagen Warehouse-Granite Falls.  
Industrial Construction Methods is a course in which students will learn skills and knowledge related to residential and 
commercial construction. Students will address a broad range of topics relevant to a challenging and constantly changing 
industry. The construction course content will prepare the student for entry-level employment or continue their education 
in a post-secondary program.​  
 
MRV CTE Carpentry Career Cluster  
Prerequisite:  ​ ​  
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Fall Semester Course - Two Period Block  - HS Credit = 1.00  
Here is your chance to be part of constructing a home for someone to live in!  The learning that you will do in carpentry 
probably does not seem too important now, but when you take this class you will learn how to: install a door, both interior 
and exterior, install a window, install cabinets and countertop, install woodwork, install siding and soffit. install rafters, 
hang sheetrock, shingle a roof, frame walls, insulate and when you are all done, you will have a skill that will serve you a 
LIFETIME! 
Technical College Credit available.  Major Units of Instruction:  Site Safety, House Construction, Builders level, Floor 
Framing, Exterior Wall Framing, Interior Wall Framing, Roof Framing (Trusses), Doors and Windows, Exterior Finishes, 
Sheetrock, Interior Finish and Interior Doors 
​ ​  
Family/Teen Issues (MRVED ONLINE) 
Course Length: Semester (Offered both fall and spring) 
Grade Level:​ 10 ~ 12  
Prerequisite: None  Articulation Available:Yes 
Materials: Provided 
Instructor: Kaia Bergeson, CTE teacher 
Course Description: 
Family /Teen Issues Class is for students interested in learning about the family life structure that 
will affect them as they go through life. Topics include birth order, personality, communication, 
brain differences in males and females, sexuality, mate selection, engagement, marriage, family 
planning, divorce, aging and elderly, death and dying, domestic violence, and other family and teen 
issues. 
Learning will happen through online text reading, online discussions, and online lessons. 
Assessments include student reflection, daily work, quizzes, activities, and forums. 
 
Child Development (MRVED ONLINE) 
Course Length: Semester (Offered both fall and spring) 
Grade Level:​ 10 ~ 12  
Prerequisite: None  Articulation Available:Yes 
Materials: Provided 
Instructor: Kaia Bergeson, CTE teacher 
Course Description: 
Students will learn about the physical, emotional, social and intellectual development of child from pre-conception to 
Kindergarten.  Numerous studies have shown that pre-Kindergarten years are essential for future success upon the 
children entering their school years.  This course is highly beneficial for any student considering a career pathway in 
education, no matter if students are considering teaching young students, all the way to senior high education.  Even for 
students not entering a career in education, this is valuable information for future parents who want to provide the best 
possible environment for their child's future success. 
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Food and Nutrition (MRVED ONLINE) 
Course Length: Semester (Offered both fall and spring) 
Grade Level:​ 10 ~ 12  
Prerequisite: None Articulation Available: Yes 
Materials: Provided 
Instructor: Kaia Bergeson, CTE teacher 
Course Description: 
Students will explore the role that food plays in everyday life.  Emphasis will be placed on students being good decision 
makers about their holistic health and wellness and the role that food plays in those decisions.  Food safety, preparation, 
presentation, and artistics will be included in all units for this course.  Students will be assigned lab work that can be 
prepared and completed at home.  Students will also travel to MN West in Granite Falls 3-4 times in the semester for 
instructor supervised lab work and team work.  This course can provide entry level skills for students wanting to enter a 
culinary career path or just valuable skills that can carry over to a student’s personal life. 
 
 
 

MUSIC 
Concert Band           
Prerequisite: Jr. High Band and/or Audition​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
Concert Band instruction will continue expanding musical knowledge in the areas of performing, listening, and analyzing. 
In addition to developing individual and ensemble performance skills through a wide variety of band literature, this course 
offers students the opportunity to attain the state academic standard for art. In addition to participation in formal concerts, 
Concert Band members are required to participate in Pep Band activities. Students will have weekly small group lessons.  
Members may also audition for Jazz Band, Marching Band, and Drumline. Major Units of Instruction: Ensemble 
Performance Skills, Listening Skills, Individual Performance Skills, Music Theory, Music History, Sight reading, and 
Creative concepts. 
 
Concert Choir​  
Prerequisite: Jr. High Choir and/or Teacher Permission​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
Concert Choir is an opportunity for students to experience singing in addition to expanding musical knowledge in the 
areas of performing, listening, and analyzing. At least three performances are required for the year as well as large-group 
contest. Students have the option of taking lessons during the course of the year where they may work on choir music or 
solos. Students must be able to sing. If there is any question about vocal ability, the student should visit with the director 
before registering for the course. The Concert Choir may have the opportunity to go on tour. Tours are an extension of the 
class, and students must meet academic and MSHSL requirements before they are allowed to travel (see Student 
Handbook). Quarterly performance assessments will be assigned in order to hold students accountable for learning their 
music. Students enrolled in Concert Choir may audition for Chamber Choir or Jazz Choir if they are offered. 
Major units of instruction: Basics of singing, Rhythmic accuracy, Basic music theory, Tone quality, Choral technique, 
Music history, Note accuracy, Sight reading and Vocal performance 
 
Theatre Productions  
Prerequisite: None​  
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Students will be introduced to several different aspects of the world of theatre. The course will dive into acting technique, 
blocking, costume design, set design, light design and operation, sound design, and amateur directorship. The goal is to 
create the building blocks of each facet of theatre to create a more well-rounded understanding of what goes into creating 
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theatrical productions. Depending on scheduling, students may even have the opportunity to gain hands-on experience 
with the creation, construction, and design of YME’s fall musical. This course is intended to be introductory in nature to 
all topics that it presents and no theatrical experience is required. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH  
 
Physical Education 9 Damm 
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 9 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
The students will be using their fitness plan during class plus they will be working on various activities to pass for their 
grad standard.  Opportunities exist for students to use the local community center for activities not available at the high 
school.  Major Units of instruction:   These activities are at the introduction stage: Tennis, Badminton, Weightlifting, 
Volleyball, Team Handball, Fitness Activities, Basketball, Softball, Floor Hockey, Bowling, Soccer. 
 
 
Health​  
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 10​  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course is designed to make students aware of their environment as it affects their health as well as the health of the 
community.  The course is also designed to help the students realize that their own actions and attitudes are the final 
factors of their own well-being.  Holistic health is the issue and they must start now to achieve it. Major Units of 
instruction: Mental Health, Tobacco, Physical Fitness, Alcohol / Drugs, Human Anatomy (sex ed.), STDs/HIV and 
Nutrition 
 
Physical Education 10​  
Prerequisite:   None​  
Grade(s): 10 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
The students will be journaling their daily activities in class in accordance to the grad. standard.  The students will be 
working towards the mastery level of various activities.  The KCC will be accessed for special units of instruction.  Major 
Units of instruction:   These activities will be performed at a high level of proficiency: Tennis, Softball, Floor Hockey, 
Volleyball, Golf, Football, Basketball, Soccer, Aerobics, Bowling, Weightlifting, Badminton, Flag Football, Fitness 
Activities, Archery, Team Handball, Fitness Tests and Swimming, Wrestling, etc. 
 
Strength & Conditioning I & II 
Prerequisite:  None 
Grade(s): 9-12​  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
The students will be working on both their strength and their conditioning.  The course will pertain to weightlifting/cross 
training/running/circuit workouts and much more. Each student will be given the opportunity to have an individualized 
plan or do the workouts given daily to the class. The expectation is to make progress from the first day till the end. Not 
participating will result in loss of points. Not having the proper dress will also result in loss of daily points. .  This class is 
open to all 9-12 and can be taken each year if you have your other requirements completed.   Major Units of instruction: 
Spotting Safety, Weightlifting techniques, Proper equipment use, Cardiovascular training and Writing personal weight 
lifting plans and cardiovascular plans. 
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Strength & Conditioning III & IV 
Prerequisite: Strength & Conditioning I & II 
Grade(s):  9-12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course is a continuation of Strength and Conditioning I/II.  This course is designed to let the individual continue on 
with their workout plans or keep growing their understanding of strength and conditioning. This class is open to all 9-12 
and can be taken each year if you have your other requirements completed. Major Units of instruction: Spotting Safety, 
Weightlifting techniques, Proper equipment use, Cardiovascular training and Writing personal weight lifting plans and 
cardiovascular plans  
 
Lifetime Activities                     
Prerequisite: Signature from Instructor Required from Mr. Lalim​ ​  
Grade(s): 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course is a Physical Education, Health & Wellness class based on recreational activities in our area.   Our goal is to 
introduce you to the lifetime recreational activities available in our area.  We will fish, golf, play broomball, swim, lift 
weights, and bowl, plus many more.   
 
 
 

SCIENCE  
Integrated Science​  
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 9   
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
Students will explore the composition, structure, and processes of the Earth, including its atmosphere, hydrosphere, 
and geosphere, covering topics like geology (rock formations, plate tectonics), meteorology (weather patterns, 
climate), oceanography (ocean currents, marine life), astronomy (solar system, celestial bodies), and environmental 
science (natural hazards, resource management), often with a focus on real-world applications and critical thinking 
skills to understand the Earth's dynamic systems and their impact on human life. Major Units of Instruction:  Earth’s 
place in the universe; The Earth’s Systems; The Earth and Human Activities; Engineering and Design and Links among 
Engineering, Technology, Science and Society 
 
 
Biology​ 
Prerequisite:  Integrated Science​  
Grade(s): 10 or Accelerated 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
Course that uses the basic underlying themes of (scale/structure, energy, evolution, unity & diversity, patterns of change, 
stability and equilibrium, systems and interactions) to introduce the major units.  Focus is on hands-on lab. experiments. 
Major Units of Instruction: Basis of Life, Genetics, Change/Diversity, Monerans/Protists/Fungi, Plants, Invertebrates, 
Vertebrates, Human Biology and Environmental Field Studies. 
 
 
Chemistry​  
Prerequisite: Biology​ ​ ​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 or Accelerated   
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00  and Meets 3rd year for Science  
Chemistry is a course designed for students with an interest in science or are college bound.  It is recommended for 
students who are college bound going into the sciences.  The course will cover general concepts of chemistry.  The course 
is a full year course.  Major Units of Instruction: Scientific Method, Metric measurement, Matter, Atoms: neutrons, 
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protons, and electrons, Periodic table,Chemical bonding, Chemical formulas, Chemical compounds, Stoichiometry, Gas 
Laws, Solutions and Acids and Bases 
 
 
Physics  (available every other year - available 26-27) 
Prerequisite:  Algebra. II & Physical Science​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 ​  
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 Meets 3rd year for Science 
Physics is the science that covers the study of energy and matter.  This class is designed for students with a high interest in 
science.  Performance assessments will be created and developed for each major unit of study. Knowledge of trigonometry 
is needed and applied in this class.  Major units of instruction: Measurement and problem solving, nature and the cause 
of motion, resolution and composition of forces, conservation of energy and momentum, thermal effects, heat and work, 
waves, sound and light waves, magnetism, electricity and the historical significance of major scientific advances. 
 
Anatomy  
Prerequisite:  HS Biology (Chemistry would be beneficial)​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
Anatomy is a chance for Juniors or Seniors to take their life science knowledge a step further as it relates to the human 
body. The main emphasis of this course is the structure and function of the body systems. First semester looks at levels of 
organization in the human body. It also deals with the systems that provide support and movement: muscle and skeletal 
systems. Second semester covers the remaining body systems by continuing the format of interactive labs, classwork, and 
field trips. 
 
Ag Science  
Prerequisite: Integrated Science 9 & Biology​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12  *Meets 3rd year Science requirement 
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
An Ag. class that would give the student a science credit toward their graduation.  Major units of Instruction: Forestry, 
Crops, Soils, Renewable Energy and Animal Science. Note:  According to present MN Standards this course will meet 
science graduation requirements.  It may or may not meet the college entrance requirements. 
 
Intro to Python  
Prerequisite:  None 
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 *Does not meet 3rd year science requirement 
Semester Course - HS Credit = .50 
This introductory course provides a hands-on exploration of Python, one of the most popular and versatile programming 
languages in the world. Designed for those new to coding or looking to solidify their foundational skills, the course covers 
fundamental Python syntax, data types, control flow, and core programming concepts through interactive lessons and 
engaging exercises. Major units of Instruction: Data types, file management, problem solving, logical thinking, 
computer literacy, Functions, scope, Modular thinking and programming, Object oriented programming.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES  
 
U.S. History 9 
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 9   
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00- 

This course will focus on U.S. History from the Colonies to 1914. Major units of instruction: Revolutionary War, 
creation of the Constitution, Expansion, Civil War, Reconstruction, Gilded Age,Progressive Era, and WWI.  
 
US History 10​  
Prerequisite: None  ​ ​  
Grade(s): 10   
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00  
This class focuses on events from 1900 to the present.  Major units of instruction: Gilded Age, WWI, 1920's, 1930's, 
WWII, The Holocaust, Post-War, then each decade to the present. 
 
World History/ Geography​  
Prerequisite:  None ​  
Grade(s):  11  
Year Long Course - HS Credit = 1.00  
A thorough survey course covering from prehistoric to modern times, both western and non-western worlds. Topics 
include: the rise of civilization, political, social and economic developments of the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the 
growth of democracy and nationalism, the industrial revolution, and the two world wars. Postwar problems and recent 
developments are also studied. 
 
Senior Social Studies I/II (Sem 1 and Sem 2) ​  
Prerequisite: None  ​ ​  
Grade(s):  12   
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50​ ​  
This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the functions of the state, local, and federal 
government in the US. Emphasizing the importance of civic engagement- students will explore the roles and 
responsibilities of government entities, enabling them to become informed and engaged citizens. Students will also learn 
the financial skills to live on your own.  Students will analyze major purchases, evaluate personal finances, household 
budgets, personal income tax statements, investments and banking, consumer credit, career investigations, job hunting 
skills , renting apartments, buying homes, taking out loans, and insurance needs to cover all areas. The curriculum focuses 
on instilling essential skills and values related to the U.S. government, empowering students to actively participate in the 
democratic process. Major units of instruction: American Citizenship, A Tradition of Democracy, The United States 
Constitution, The Federal Government, State and Local Government, You and the Economy, Money Management: 
Earning and Spending, Money Management:  Saving and Investing, Buying Products, Insurance, Types of Credit, 
Establishing and Keeping Credit, Buying a Car, Selecting Housing/Apartments, Checkbooks, Debit Cards and Banking 
Services. 
 
History Through Film  
Prerequisite: None 
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course was designed to show history through the use of documentaries and Hollywood Films. This course will use 
film to approach significant problems in history. We will examine several historical themes through use of many films as 
well as explore the accuracies and inaccuracies of full-length Hollywood historical epics. Themes to explore throughout 
the semester: slavery, genocide, the Cold War, civil rights and human rights, organized crime in America, sports in 
America. 
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Mythology 
Prerequisite:  None 
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This class is an introduction to Greek mythology and other types of mythology. Students will read and discuss stories 
dealing with the Greek gods (such as Zeus), heroes (such as Hercules), and adventures (such as the Trojan War). We will 
study stories of the gods and heroes and analyze the values and beliefs those stories convey. Students will work on 
individual and group projects. There will be a variety of graded activities including group work, class work, quizzes, tests, 
and projects.  
 
History of Technology and Social Media 
Prerequisite:  None 
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
History of Technology and Social Media: 
Students will examine the history of technology beginning with the code-breaking machines used during World War II.  
This class will then explore many of the computer and social media app founders such as Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, and Mark 
Zuckerburg.  This course will also study how technology has grown into social media and how that social media is used to 
market products or influence buyers today.   
 
Psychology​  
Prerequisite  ​ ​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50    
Are you “normal”? What do dreams mean? How can you get motivated? How do optical illusions work? Can you 
overcome a fear of spiders? The answers to these and other questions may be found in Psychology class.  This 
introductory course includes the study of the brain, sensation, perception, motivation, emotion, learning, memory, states of 
consciousness, personality theories, disorders and treatments. 
 
Sociology​  
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12  
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Why shouldn’t you snap your fingers or cross your legs in some countries? How does the size of a group affect people’s 
behaviors? Do those songs you listen to have a good or bad effect on you? Which cultures think drinking milk and taking 
baths are abnormal, and why? How does your gender affect your life? Is the death penalty fair? What are some famous 
fads, rumors and urban legends? These are some of the questions we discuss in Sociology class as you are introduced to 
basic concepts, theories, and issues in Sociology, including: culture, socialization, groups/social interaction, deviance, 
stratification, gender and collective behavior. 
 
Current Events 
Prerequisite:  None 
Grade(s): 10 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
Daily examination of events found in local, state, national, and world media sources. Students are expected to discuss and 
analyze through writing about various events. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
Dakota Language I & II 
Prerequisite: None​ ​  
Grade(s):  9 ~ 12 
Full Year Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
This Dakota Language Course will include Alphabet & Pronunciation, The Dakota Nation, Days/Months, Time, 
Introducing Yourself, School and Work, Counting, the Four Directions, Relatives, Verbs, and pronominal affixation.  This 
course will be taught by a language specialist taught by a fluent speaker.  Although reading and writing is taught, the main 
goal of this course is speaking confidently. The Upper Sioux Community is collaborating with the school district to help 
bring the Dakota language to the area.  Learning the language will introduce students to the culture and vast history of the 
Dakota people. Daily practice and study are essential if students want to be successful. 
 
Dakota Language III &  IV​  
Prerequisite: Dakota I​​ ​  
Grade(s):  9 ~ 12 
Full Year Course - HS Credit = 1.00  -- Continuation of Dakota I. 
This is an extension of Dakota I and focuses on language development. A full understanding of concepts taught in Dakota 
I/II is a must for students to take this course. The ultimate goal of this course is to impart as much grammatical 
information to students allowing them to continue to learn by interacting with native speakers. Daily practice and study 
are essential if students want to be successful. 
 
Spanish I 
Prerequisite:  None​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12 
Full Year Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
An introduction to the Spanish language, traditions, and geography. Students learn vocabulary about school, friends, 
family & home, and themselves while developing skills in reading, writing. listening and speaking.  The emphasis is on 
developing speaking skills using the Speed Spanish program.   
Major units of study: Talking about yourself, Going to school, Family, Spending time with friends, and Basic Foods. 
 
Spanish II & III​  
Prerequisite Spanish I​  
Grade(s): 9 ~ 12​  
Full Year Course - HS Credit = 1.00 
A continuation of the study of Spanish culture as well as the development of linguistic and grammatical skills. Students 
work with present, past, and future tenses as they continue to develop their speaking skills.   Emphasis will be on 
expanding self-expression by use of the four communication skills. Areas of interest include everyday living, relating 
personal needs and interests, shopping, and life in the past and future.   
Major units of study: Clothing & Shopping, Places & Events, Housing, Sports and Daily Routine 
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CEO PROGRAM  

CEO Program 
Prerequisite: None  
Grade(s): 11 & 12​  
Full Year Course - HS Credit = 2  
CLASS TIME:  7:30-9:00 A.M. 
Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities is a year-long course designed to utilize local business community partnerships 
that provide an overview of business development and processes. Students will visit area businesses, learn from guest 
speakers, participate in a class business, write business plans, and start and operate their own businesses.  Business 
concepts learned through the experiential CEO class are critical; the 21st-century skills of problem-solving, teamwork, 
self-motivation, responsibility, higher-order thinking, communication, and inquiry are at the heart of a student’s 
development throughout the course. Class will be held onsite at various businesses in the communities of the Montevideo, 
Yellow Medicine East and Lakeview school districts. Students will be responsible for their own transportation to and from 
the site each day. Students will express interest in the class by identifying it on the registration form in addition to an 
application and selection process. Find out more at: https://www.minnesotarivervalleyceo.com/  
 

 
OTHER/MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Early Childhood/Education  ~ OJT       
Prerequisite: Child Development 
Grade(s): 11 ~ 12 
Semester Course - HS Credit = 0.50 
This course provides opportunities for career exploration and skill development in work with elementary school-age 
children.  Each student will be assigned to an elementary teacher and will volunteer each week for at least five class 
periods.  Once a month the student will meet at the high school for a skills meeting and to evaluate his/her progress.  
Knowledge about growth and development of school age children will be discussed, as well as the career of teaching.  The 
class will be offered to junior and seniors who have permission to drive to the elementary schools.  The student must 
have a strong interest in a career working with children. 
 
 
Independent Credit for Outside Academic Experience​ ​ ​  
Grade(s): 9-12​~ Must take in lieu of a Study Hall 
Students will have the opportunity for extended travel/family trip experiences throughout their high school careers.  In an 
effort to enhance student’s experiences YME will offer credit for documented experiences.  Maximum credit allowed will 
be .5 credit (equivalent to one semester course based on 90 + hours of actual classroom instruction).  See Principal for 
additional information. 
 
Health Care and Child Care Credit  
Grade(s): 11 -12 
Consistent with the career and technical pathways program, a student in grade 11 or 12 who is employed by an 
institutional long-term care or licensed assisted living facility, at home and community-based services and supports 
provider, a hospital or health system clinic, or a child care center may earn up to two elective credits each year toward 
graduation under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.024, subdivision 1, paragraph (a),clause (7), at the discretion of the 
enrolling school district. A student may earn one elective credit for every 350 hours worked, including hours worked 
during the summer. A student who is employed by an eligible employer must submit an application, in the form or manner 
required by the school district, for elective credit to the school district in order to receive elective credit. The school 
district must verify the hours worked with the employer before awarding elective credit. 
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Drivers Training 
Grade(s): 9 
Prerequisite: None 
Semester Course - HS Credit 0.25 
MN Dept of Public Safety requires 30 hours of classroom instruction and 6 hours of Behind-the-Wheel* instruction. This 
course will cover the classroom portion of the requirement. Students will be scheduled based on their birthday.  It is very 
important that students attend ALL classes and scheduled BTW sessions. The 30 hours of classroom instruction 
represents a minimum requirement and if class is missed, the student must make up the seat time requirement to 
complete assigned work and make up the missing class time. Students are expected to be in the classroom when class 
begins. Arriving late for class will not be tolerated.  The MN Driver’s Manual will be provided and used as a class 
text/reference book.  
 
 
 
ITV courses are available. Please contact the office for more information.  
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