E12

Unit Two-Middle Ages-"Is Chivalry Dead?”
The Fisher King Assessment

Learning objective: To demonstrate understanding of how an author’s choices impact the
construction of meaning.

Learning task: This is a 40 minute writing assignment asking you to construct a clearly argued
essay on the film The Fisher King. Your task is to offer a well-supported critique of the film as a
modern tale encompassing ancient ideas of chivalry and courtly love. Does Terry Gilliam'’s film
effectively convey and show respect for these Middie Age ideas in a modem setting or does it
merely use them as tools of parody/comedy? (Feel free to draw upon other works, such as
Gawain and the Green Knight, to augment your argument.)
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