
IKF - REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
Medford High School students must meet the following requirements to participate in graduation.  
This includes a total of 112 required credits and the completion of Competency Determination 
criteria. Further information can be found in the MHS Handbook 
(https://mhs-mvths.mps02155.org/about/student-handbook) and the Program of Studies 
(https://mhs-mvths.mps02155.org/academics/program-of-studies) catalog. 

Subject Criteria  Credits 

English Four years Take and Pass 

Mathematics Four years (including Integrated Math I, II, and III ) Take and Pass 

Wellness Four years Take and Pass 

Science Three years  (including Biology and Chemistry) Take and Pass 

Social Studies Three years (including the student-led civics project) Take and Pass 

World 
Language 

Two years  (if not enrolled in a CTE program)1 Take and Pass 

Arts One course  Take and Pass 

Community 
Service2 

Community service enables students to make a difference and 
fosters civic responsibility. It develops essential life skills like 
teamwork and leadership, preparing them for future challenges in 
college and careers while enabling them to discover their 
strengths and passions. Additionally, it promotes personal 
growth, self-confidence, and connections with peers and 
community members. 

60 total hours 
required 

Competency 
Determination 

In addition to meeting the local graduation requirements and 
community service hours articulated in this School Committee 
Policy IKF, a student must meet the competency determination 
articulated in MGL c. 69 sect. 1D and in 603 CMR 30.00-30.05 in 
order to receive their high school diploma from Medford High 
School. 

As defined by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
(https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/2024-
1211student-cd-update.html), the "competency determination" 
shall be based on the academic standards and curriculum 

Meet 
requirements 

2 Course requirements differ for students who are enrolled in Curtis Tufts High School. 

1 Course requirements differ for students who are enrolled in Career Technical Education. A 
student’s credits should include four years in an approved Career Technical Education (CTE) 
program. 

https://mhs-mvths.mps02155.org/about/student-handbook
https://mhs-mvths.mps02155.org/academics/program-of-studies
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mass-general-laws-c69-ss-1d#:~:text=Section%201D,secondary%20schools%20in%20the%20commonwealth.
https://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr30.html?section=05
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/2024-1211student-cd-update.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/2024-1211student-cd-update.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/2024-1211student-cd-update.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/2024-1211student-cd-update.html


frameworks for tenth graders in the areas of mathematics, 
science and technology, history and social science, foreign 
languages, and English, and shall represent a determination that 
a particular student has demonstrated mastery of a common core 
of skills, competencies, and knowledge in these areas by 
satisfactorily completing coursework that has been certified by 
the student's district as showing mastery of the skills, 
competencies, and knowledge contained in the state academic 
standards and curriculum frameworks in the areas measured by 
the MCAS high school tests described in section one 
administered in 2023, and in any additional areas determined by 
the board. 

Students who have previously earned a Competency 
Determination (CD) through a regular or retest administration of 
the MCAS (including the November 2024 retest) or through a 
DESE appeal process have earned their competency 
determination. 

MHS Students who have not yet earned their competency 
determination through previous MCAS administrations can meet 
the requirements for a competency determination through the 
following: 

●​ Successful completion of Grade 9 & 10 English 
Language Arts (ELA) coursework aligned with the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks; 

●​ Successful completion of Grade 9 & 10 Math 
coursework (Integrated Math 1 and Integrated Math 2) 
aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks; 

●​ Successful completion of high school Biology 
coursework aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks; 

●​ Participation in MCAS ELA, Math, and Biology tests as 
assigned. 
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