
Anticipation Guides  
Janet Allen (Allen, 2004)  states  that an anticipation guide is a pre-reading guide de-
signed to activate background knowledge and build interest in the content of a text     
students will read.  It can also be used as an assessment tool where a student can identify 
terms,  events, and ideas for which you might need additional materials.  
 
An anticipation guide is a set of  generalizations relate to the theme of  a se-
lection.  Students decide whether they agree or disagree with each state-
ment in the guide. These guides activate students’ prior knowledge, encour-
age them to make a personal connection to what they will be reading, and 
give them a chance to become an active participant with the text before they 
begin reading.  
 
⇒ Student’s read the text, by themselves or pairs read, 
⇒ They then  look at each question and decide if  based on the information 

they learned from the text, they still  agree or disagree with the state-
ment 

⇒ As students  have been given an opportunity to think critically about the 
reading, each statement can be discussed and students can identify where 
in the text they  found if  their  ‘anticipations’ were correct.  

 
 

Seven characteristics of  an anticipation guide: (Forget, 2004)  
 

1. Each statement concerns an important concept of  the lesson 
2. Every statement rephrased what the text says 
3. All statements are plausible 
4. One or two statements include ideas that are intuitively appealing to stu-

dents, but which prove incorrect upon reading the text.  
5. Some statements should be written in such a way  as to force students to 

interpret large segments of  text, such as a paragraph or two,   perhaps 
even from different pages.  

6. Some statements are worded in such a way as to provoke critical thinking 
about the key concepts.  

7. Some statements may not have a correct answer—it is a good idea to in-
clude some statements which will lead to deeper discussion.  

Before * 
During 
After * 

For more information on how to write anticipation guides, see pages 102-107 for  
Max Teaching with Reading and Writing: Classroom Activities for 
Helping Students Learn new Subjects Matter While Acquiring Literacy 
Skills  
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