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Kyrene de la Mariposa – Computer Science Academy

March 7, 2025

Spring Break

Have a wonderful Spring Break and we'll see you back at school on Tuesday, March 25th!

Message from the Principal

Dear Families,

As you receive this edition of the Challenger News, we are preparing for a well-deserved
Spring Break beginning on March 10th through March 24th.  As Monday, March 24th is a
designated Teacher Workday we will look forward to having your children return on
Tuesday, March 25th. 

Thank you to the many families who attended the PTO’s Annual Sweetheart/Family
Dance.  A special thank you to our PTO for organizing this special event.  It was well
attended and was a great success! 

When we return from break, we will be gearing up to begin our AASA state assessments for
grades 3 – 5.  These assessments will occur between March 31st and April 18th.  It is
critical that your 3rd – 5th children take this assessment, first and foremost to measure
their growth this year against the Arizona Standards of their respective grade level, and
secondly because their attendance and participation during the test will reflect on
whether we achieve AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress).  Please ensure that your children are
present and prepared on all testing days.   Absenteeism during any portion of the test will
require a makeup time to be scheduled.  It is a much more positive experience for your
child to be present and to take the assessment on the designated days.  Snacks will be
provided for students during the testing sessions.  
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In early January several parents and their children attended Kindergarten Showcase in
preparation for the start of their children’s K-12 educational journey.   It was a great
success; however, if you did not have the opportunity to attend, we will hold a second
Showcase Night on Wednesday, April 2nd at 5:30 PM. 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated!  Have a great weekend!

Your Partner in Learning,

Make your tax credit contribution today!

PTO

This week's PTO reminders:

1. Calling 5th grade parents! 

Pre-order a yard sign by March 10: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/fifth-grade-yard-signs

2. Yearbook Time

Pre-orders are now open: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/yearbook-pre-order 
Love digital scrapbooking? We have two awesome yearbook volunteers every year, so
we are looking ahead to the 2025-2026 school year. Email
kyrenemariposapto@gmail.com if you’re interested in helping. 

3. NEW EVENT: Trivia Night!

Learn more and purchase your tickets for this new event to
raise crucial funds for our school:
 https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/17c2736f-8dbc-
42e6-9b54-ff1e39f8f2

4. PTO 2025-2026 Board Elections:

Looking ahead to next school year, we seek nominations (either for you or
others) for the Mariposa PTO 2025-2026 board to make a positive impact on
our school community. 
For more information and to submit a nomination, visit:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM4_jl4Fl5hx1LZ2HdKvINDhP_9t6wx0ho-
qM7tYi0RH-70w/viewform 
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Connect with us to stay up-to-date:
Instagram: instagram.com/kyrenemariposapto/ 
Facebook: facebook.com/mariposapto 
Website: https://sites.google.com/view/kyrenemariposapto/home 

Donate to Mariposa PTO:
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/fundraising/4180f8ce-4a33-4fe5-a632-6221fe792882

Chip's Cheer Winners

In the upcoming Native Americans Unit, 3rd grade students will be working on specific
challenges showcasing their knowledge and learning of Native American Regions, such as
the Northwest, Northeastern, Southwest and Southeastern Native American tribes . The
students will be using different robotics like the Ozobots in order to code and help Ozobot
scientist visit a tribe from each region. The students will also use Google Earth to create a
virtual field trip of each tribal region that they will narrate facts and research taken from
read alouds and texts they have read throughout the unit.

Health Office Needs

snack size bags
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REPEAT INFORMATION



Testing Notes of Encouragement

Dear Families, 

We are fast approaching our state testing time which will take place immediately after
Spring Break.  For some students, testing may cause them to feel nervous and unsure of
themselves. We want to give our students as much love, support, and confidence as
possible. To that end, we are asking our families to provide notes for our Challengers to
open each day when they take their test.  Ideally, we would have as many as five notes
for each student.  Our third, fourth and fifth grade teachers have already reached out to
the parents of their students, but if you can take a minute to write a note for a student
you know or for one of our Challengers in general, it would be much appreciated.

Chip Cheers notecards are available in the office.  If you are sending a note to a particular
student, please put their name on the card.  If you are providing a general note, we will
make sure it gets to a student who will welcome your kind words. 

As always, thank you for the love and support you consistently provide for our Challengers.

Natalie Tucker, Assistant Principal

Attention 3rd-5th Grade Families

As we approach our AASA (Arizona Academic Standards Assessment) test window for third,
fourth and fifth grades, there are some things families can do to help kids.  The Arizona
Department of Education says, "Talk with your child about the test—your conversations
can help minimize any fear or anxiety your child may feel when taking the test this spring.
You can also take practice AASA and ACT tests at home to help your child prepare. For
AASA, visit the TestNav portal, select Arizona and click on "Mic Check and Sample Tests".
Practice ACT tests are also available through TestNav.

Here are some tips and reminders to help your students come to school prepared for
success:

Start well rested - make sure your students stick to their bedtimes and come to
school refreshed.
Have a healthy breakfast - whether it be school breakfast or something at home,
make sure your students start their morning with a satisfying meal
Arrive to school on time - we want all students to have every opportunity to
complete their test to the best of their ability; providing them with the time they
need is essential
Schedule appointments on non-test days and/or after school hours.  Our test times
will be as follows: 

March 31 and April 1: 5th grade only, AZSci
April 3: 3rd-5th, AASA Writing
April 4: 3rd grade only, AASA Oral Reading Fluency
April 8 and April 10: 3rd-5th, AASA Reading
April 15 and April 17: 3rd-5th, AASA Math
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Internet Safety: Creating a Tech-Life Balance
Participant will learn the eye-opening presentation is designed to empower parents to
create a healthy and balanced tech-life in their family.

Presenter: Elena Zavalza

Date and Time: March 27th, 6:00-7:00pm

Location: Online 

Registration & Zoom Link 

In Partnership With: notMYkid
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School Store

Our school store needs your help!  
We reward our students twice a month with a school store where they can exchange their

Chip's Cheers coupons for prizes. 

It's a lot of fun, and we really appreciate your help! 
Sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DA9AB2DA0F5CF8-54123704-mariposa

Text Messages

If you are not signed up for text messages from the District, you are missing out on
extremely useful information!  It just takes a minute to opt in!  Text YES to 67587.
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DONATE ONLINE

Interested in Working at Mariposa?
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Mariposa Job Openings

Contact Us
Kyrene de la Mariposa
50 E Knox Rd
Tempe, AZ  85284

Phone: 480-541-3800
Fax: 480-541-3810
Attendance: 480-541-3801

School Hours: 7:30 am - 2:15 pm
 Early Release Wed: 12:15 pm

 Office Hours: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Wednesday: 7:00 am - 1:30 pm

A+ School of ExcellenceTM

Kyrene School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please contact Kyrene School District directly.
To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and
social media.
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