25TH ANNUAL

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DAY CELEBRATION

You Belong

JANUARY 15, 2024
5-7:30 p.m.
WL NORTHERN HS

Community invited %

to this free event

-

5-6 p.m. - Dinner

5-6:15 p.m. - Tour Student
Exhibits

6:15-7 p.m. - Program featuring
Kevin Szawala, aka “Mr. Peace”

Watkins Hagaman West O’Connell

We are delighted to welcome five new administrators to Walled Lake Consolidated
Schools and know they will serve our community well. They are:

Omer

Julie Omer, assistant superintendent for Business Services. She previously served as the
chief financial officer in Owosso Public Schools.

. . Tikia Watkins, supervisor of Special Services. She most recently served as a District
Egm‘l';\llggll?gtglNhg%g d coordinator of Special Services .
Walled Lake Schools is proud to Katy Hagaman, interim supervisor of Special Services. She’s served as a District teacher
announce four students have been consultant, behavior specialist and PBIS coach.
named semifinalists for the 69th annual oo . L
National Merit Scholarship. Ryan West, principal at Commerce Elementary. He previously served as principal at

. Roosevelt Elementary in West Bloomfield.
Ryann Hunt, WLN, is the

daughter of Larry and Erin
Hunt. She is considering
pursuing a careerin
social sciences, but is still
undecided.

Carrie O’Connell, interim principal at Glengary Elementary. She was previously an
instructional specialist at Dublin Elementary.

Walled Lake athletics expands Unified Sports program

Avyear after introducing Unified
Sports basketball, the District
added soccer to its program.
This fall, Walled Lake Central,
Northern and Western all
fielded teams. Unified
basketball will enter the second
season this winter for the
Warriors and Vikings.

Anna Loszewski, WLN, is
the daughter of Timothy
and Kimberly Loszewski.
She is considering studying
art or mortuary science.

Alyssa Paolicchi, WLW, is
the daughter of Joseph
and Marianna Paolicchi.
She plans to majorin
engineering with a focus
in either electrical or
mechanical engineering.

Special Olympics of Michigan
sponsors Unified Sports to
support an inclusive sports
program for Special Olympics
athletes (individuals with
disabilities) and partners
(individuals without
disabilities) as teammates.
Unified Sports are dedicated
to promoting social inclusion
through shared sports training
and competition experiences.

Kyra Wong, WLW, is the
daughter of Richard and
Michelle Wong. She would
like to pursue a degree

in either business and
technology or sustainable
business.

2022-23 WLC/WLW Unified Basketball teams
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Routledge, Merchant,
VanWagnen, Bell and Kidd
receive Golden Apples

LAYA raises funds and returns them to the District
i i o Lakes Area Youth Assistance (LAYA) held another

! N outstanding Taste of the Lakes event on Sept. 19 at
a“v |
Golden Apple Awards at the L W 1

Edgewood Country Club. A special thank you to all
those involved, including local restaurants, businesses
and District Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) for
their generous donations and, of course, all those who
Board of Education meeting  Nancy van Leuwen, Ellen Demrayand ~ LAYA is a prevention program whose mission is to
on Sept. 7. Peggy Hawke strengthen our youth and families by preventing and
reducing child abuse, neglect and delinquency through
community involvement.

Dave Routledge, school
psychologist at Walled
Lake Northern High School;
and Anne Merchant, Food

Service secretary received attended the 2023 event.

Routledge

The person who nominated
Dave preferred to remain
anonymous and shared
that he is the ultimate
professional and leader.

“The event was a memorable evening and a huge success
raising over $23,000,” noted Ellen Demray, chairperson
of the event. “Because of this event, LAYA will be able to
support many programs for at-risk students during the
school year and next summer. If you know a Walled Lake
Schools student that may benefit from LAYA services,
please reach out to your child’s counselor or principal.”
The 2024 Teacher of the Year event is scheduled for

Sept. 17.

Anne was nominated by
Nancy Kattoula because Gift basket donations from the District
she looks outside of the box = PTAs raise money as raffle prizes

to find solutions that best

help our students.

Jennifer VanWagnen, Walled Lake Central’s Joe Bell named a finalist for MASSP
principal at Meadowbrook = IAI &1 A e[ {d] LN R R CET

Elementary received a
Golden Apple Award at the
Oct. 5 Board of Education
meeting.

The Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals (MASSP)
named Walled Lake Central’s Joe Bell one of four finalists for its
2024 Assistant Principal of the Year Award.

“Itis the highest sort of honor to be recognized by your peers;
especially for doing a job that you care about so much,” said Bell.
“Being selected as a finalist is a privilege; | truly appreciate all
the kind words of encouragement from our staff at Walled Lake
Central.”

She was nominated by
VanWagnen  Meadowbrook parent,
Heather Issers, because
. she is impressed at how
,:L(f)lv\%% Jennifer jumped into her
role and acclimated so well.

Bellis in his sixth year serving as one of Walled Lake Central’s assistant principals. He’s
been an administrator in Walled Lake Consolidated Schools since 2005, when he started
Z’O"n”a"t}(’)‘;";?f principal at WL Central as an assistant principal at James R. Geisler Middle School. Bell then moved to Walled
flowers forthe  (WLC); and Bobby Kidd Lake Western, where he was an assistant principal for three years and principal for eight
Golden Apple ’ )

Joe Bell, assistant

; groundskeeper at WLC years before taking the assistant principal position at Walled Lake Central.
winners
received Golden Apple
Awards at the Nov.proard “Mr. Bell brings a wealth of experience as well as passion to the job,” said Walled Lake

Central principal Kyle Meteyer. “He cares deeply about students and our school, which
is evident in his daily interactions, high levels of integrity, and meticulous oversight of
myriad programs and events. There is no doubt Mr. Bell makes Walled Lake Central a
better school for everyone!”

Karie Starr named Red Wings teacher of the month

Karie Starr, Hickory Woods Elementary 4th grade teacher,
was honored by the Detroit Red Wings as their Teacher of
the Month for October. Former Red Wing Darren McCarty
presented her with the award at Little Caesars Arena, along
with $1,500 to spend for her classroom and four tickets to a
Red Wings game.

of Education meeting.

Joe was nominated by Dr.
Nick Hamblin, assistant
principal at WLC because
Joe isin it for the students.
This admirable and genuine
mindset is evident each
and every day at Central. TEAGHER

Bobby Kidd was
nominated by Dave
Rogers, band director at
WLC because Bobby is a
vital part of their ability to
have a successful marching
band.

“I feel extremely honored to be recognized since | work with some of the best teachers
there are,” said Starr. “Being awarded with money to spend in my classroom was such
a wonderful bonus.” Starr is now in the running for the Red Wings Teacher of the Year
award, which will be presented later in the season.
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PTAs help raise funds to assist with student activities and classroom support

LLENGARY

Glengary Elementary students (above) along with students from Mary Helen Guest and Dublin elementary
schools (left from top to bottom) enjoy their color/fun runs for great causes.

Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) across the District led fall fund raising to help assist
with student activities and classroom support for teachers. The PTAs employed a variety
of fundraisers, with the most popular being color/fun runs, that involve the collection of
monetary donations with prizes or raffles once thresholds are met. They also involve a lot
of spirited fun for all.

Hickory Woods Elementary’s Mario-themed run raised a record breaking $27,415.52. Due to the rain, Glengary Elementary introduced
the “Glengary Pivot” and consolidated their run from a full day to around an hour. Mary Helen Guest Elementary’s Principal, Mark
Hess, got in on the fun by coloring his hair and then shaving it off after the PTA raised over $22,500!

Mady Pavuk shined in her first season on the Walled Lake Central equestrian team and, on
Oct. 11, claimed the first ever Equines with Disabilities (EWD) Division state crown.

The EWD Division was a pilot program this year, which allowed riders with disabilities to compete along
with their peers on their school’s team against riders with similar abilities.

Pavuk has Mitochondrial Disease, which results in her small size, low muscle tone, and contributes to
learning challenges. However, Pavuk showed this fall that when you don’t allow your disability to define
you, anything is possible.

“While Mady may not be cut out for soccer or basketball, through equestrian she has learned how to
work together with her horse, Popcorn, to do patterns as well as run speed events,” said Greg Pavuk,
Mady’s father. “This really is the greatest thing she has ever done, and she has been so happy to be on
the team.”

Pavuk first approached her dad about joining the equestrian team during her freshman year. He told
Mady Pavuk on her horse, Popcorn,  her that he would look into it and, since then, they have learned so much about the sport from her first
with her dad holding the reigns. lesson all the way to this year’s state championship.

“We can’t describe the feeling when she is in the arena and you hear the cheering coming from everyone at the event,” said Greg, who
assists Mady during competitions. “That makes her so happy, but | also think there is something that we are all getting out of those
moments that make us feel good and reinforce why we do this sport.”

Pavuk competes in four events: Western Fitting and Show, Hunt Seat Equitation, Western Equitation, and the speed event Clover.

“My favorite event is the speed event because | like going around the barrels,” said Mady. “At Regionals, that was as fast as Popcorn
ever went.”

“To see her grow as a rider has been very rewarding,” said Walled Lake Central equestrian coach Amy Willis. “We hope next season we
will see the EWD division grow so more kids like Mady can experience the joy of riding and competing.”

“I hope that Mady is a harbinger,” added Greg. “We have shown how a rider who requires assistance can do it and improve in every
event.”
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High schools celebrate Homecoming

Walled Lake Northern’s
Homecoming King and Homecoming King and
Queen, Will Long and Ava Queen, Luke Davies and
Perry Julia Skrobecki

Walled Lake Western’s Walled Lake Central’s

Homecoming King and
Queen, Nick Heiden and
Maddie Elkow

Walled Lake Northern HS hosted its Homecoming football game on
Sept. 22. The Knights fell to Milford, 14-6 . Congratulations to Will
Long and Ava Perry on being crowned King and Queen. The theme of
homecoming week was Disco Knight.

Walled Lake Western HS hosted its Homecoming football game on
Sept. 22. The Warriors used a big second half to roll Lakeland, 56-21.
Congratulations to Luke Davies and Julia Skrobecki on being crowned
Homecoming King and Queen. The theme of homecoming week was

A Night in Detroit.

Walled Lake Central HS hosted its Homecoming football game on
Oct. 6. The Vikings shut out Kettering, 11-0. Congratulations to Nick
Heiden and Maddie Elkow on being crowned Homecoming King and
Queen. The theme of homecoming week was Board Games.

Community Calendar

Dec. 22- Jan. 2: Winter break

Jan. 3: School resumes

Jan. 11: Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.,
Educational Services Center

Jan. 15: No school for students - Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

Jan. 15: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration,
Walled Lake Northern HS, program begins at 5 p.m.
Jan. 22: WL PTSA Council Meeting,

Glengary Elementary, 7 p.m.

Jan. 31: 1/2 day for students. Staff professional
development

Feb. 1: Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.,
Educational Services Center

Feb. 1 - 4: WL Northern presents“Nice Work If You
Can Get It”, Th. - Sat., 7 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m.,
wlcstickets.com, 248-956-5353

Feb. 14: Student Count Day

Feb. 19 - 23: Mid-Winter Break

Feb. 26: School resumes

Feb. 26: WL PTSA Council Meeting, WL Central,
7p.m.

March 7: Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.,
Educational Services Center

March 12: 1/2 day for students. Staff professional
development

March 18: WL PTSA Council Meeting, WL Western,
5:30 p.m.

March 18: PTSA Reflections Celebration,

7-8:30 p.m.

March 25 - 29: Spring Break

April 4: Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.,
Educational Services Center

Walled Lake Marching Band caps its season with historic finish at Grand Nationals

In early November, the Walled Lake

country’s biggest stage at the 2023 Bands
of America Grand National Championships
in Indianapolis. The combined marching

Jenison High School.

Lake Western kicked off the showcase
at Lucas Oil Stadium with a bang. Its

awe in the preliminary round on Thursday
earning the marching band a spot in
Saturday’s semifinals.

The Walled Lake Competitive Marching
Band once again hit all the high notes

on Saturday placing 3rd in the nation in
Class AAA, which is its highest finish in
program history. They earned 21st overall
among the entire field of 92 bands across
all classifications, as well as the top band
from the state of Michigan. The Walled
Lake Competitive Marching is also just the
third band from Michigan to medal in its
class since 2005.

“To say we are proud of our kids

band from Walled Lake Central and Walled  and teaching staff would be an
understatement,” said co-director David
Rogers. “They never stopped striving for
performance of ‘Wonder’ left the judgesin  improvement for our entire four month

The other two bands to medal duringthat ~ long season. They kept working their
Competitive Marching Band shined onthe  span were Reeths-Puffer High School and

hearts out, and it definitely paid off”

“We are both so proud and thankful for
the collective effort of all the students,
parents, and instructional staff,” said
fellow co-director, Patrick Dudzinski.
“Our achievements with the Walled Lake
Marching Band are not possible without
our outstanding middle school teachers.”

The award-winning Walled Lake Competitive Marching Band placed 3rd in the nation in Class AAA, as well as
being the top band from the state of Michigan.
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Walled Lake Central and Northern honor many in annual Salute to Service game

On Aug. 31, the Walled Lake Central HS and Walled Lake Northern HS football teams played
in honor of United States military personnel, veterans, and first responders. The Salute to
Service game has been played between these two schools since 2014. The host Knights
defeated the Vikings in this year’s game, 38-3. The game will be hosted by Central in 2024.

“A football game between rivals already has a tremendous amount of emotion built into

it. When you add in the special salute to our local heroes, you can feel the electricity in the
air at each of these games. These kids are playing the game with the names of friends and
family members on their backs, as well as in their hearts,” commented WLC Salute to Service
game organizer, Robert Smiley.

Proceeds from this annual celebration help support Military Families United of Michigan.

Wesley Collins, 2023 Honorary Captain, at the coin
toss. Teresa Presty Photography

12th annual Warriors for Warriors Pink Out
fundraiser. Teresa Presty Photography

Walled Lake Western HS hosted the 12th annual, Warriors for Warriors (W4W) Pink Out
fundraising event on Oct. 13. There was a Warrior parade and a jersey honoree ceremony.
W4W has honored close to 1,000 cancer warriors. Honorees have reported what a special
and meaningful event this is for them and their families. This year, the football and other
sports pink out games, plus donations, raised over $40,000*. In the last 11 years, W4W has
raised over $650,000 for Angels of Hope Michigan and St. Baldrick’s Foundation for Pediatric
Cancer.

The 2023 Honorary Captain, Wesley Collins, is a 2nd grade student at Loon Lake
Elementary. In March of 2021, Wesley was admitted to Children’s Hospital of Michigan with
a bump on his forehead. It was eventually diagnosed as Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.

He has endured many hospital stays, procedures, and chemo. While treatment continues
and involves chemo, he is through the worst of it. Wesley has returned to school and overall
feels better every day. He was so excited to participate as Honorary Captain this year and
have the support from the community.

A big thanks to Joey Sinkevics, a senior at Walled Lake Western, and his mother, Jennifer
Sinkevics, for donating a signed Aidan Hutchinson jersey which raised money for Angels of
Hope and St. Baldrick’s. Beth Schwierking was the lucky winner.

To watch this year’s moving video from Walled Lake Schools, please visit
https://warriorsforwarriors.net/multimedia/

For more information about the event or to make a donation, please visit
www.warriorsforwarriors.net.

As for the game, top ranked Mason handed the Warriors their only loss of the regular
season, 30-7.
*At the time of publishing. Amounts are subject to change.

The Clifford H. Smart Middle School girls’ cross country team etched
its name in the record books on Oct. 26, at the MHSAA Regional
Championship meet.

The Trojans took home their first regional title in school history, as

well as the first ever at the middle school level within Walled Lake
Consolidated Schools. Eliana Fredrick was Smart’s top finisher, second
overall, clocking the 3200 meter race in 12:35.00. Fredrick, along with
teammates, Quinn Blewitt, Alyssa Dayton and Kara Alt earned All-
Region honors.

Along with winning the regional title, the girls also had a perfect 7-0

Pictured . to r.: Jovie Rickens, Kara Alt, Alyssa Dayton, Quinn Blewett, record this season, won the Lakes Valley Conference Championship,

Eliana Fredrick, Addisyn Atwood, Avery Bridgeman, Maya Zakrzewski, and finished second overall at the Oakland County Championship.
Noella Henn, Ava Montante. Coaches Alex Rickens and Ron Karbowski




Sign up online for after school adventures and recreational programs

Walled Lake Community Education had a wonderful Fall season full of sports, art, music,
learning and new friends! The Winter Program Guide will be released in December.

.« £ Community Ed will be continuing its After School Adventures at Meadowbrook, Hickory
i'4 Woods, Walled Lake and Wixom elementary schools this Winter. There are also a variety
1 of enrichment and recreation opportunities available for children and adults.

=} Community Ed looks forward to seeing you and your family in the New Year!

Registration is simple. Visit wlcsd.org/ce:

- Click on the image of the Winter program guide to view the programs offered.

- Scroll through the pages of the Program Guide, hover your mouse over the class number, click, and you will be directed to the online
registration process.  Online registrations will be subject to a non-refundable 3.49% online purchase fee.

Mary Helen Guest Elementary students Commerce Elementary students engage

receive brand new pairs of shoes

with new educational tool

Mary Helen Guest Elementary teacher Melanie McFadden
submitted her story of why her 3rd grade class deserved

to win new pairs of shoes. That story touched the hearts of
many and, on Oct. 12, Volunteers of America and Detroit
Metro Area Chevy Dealers delivered new shoes, cider and

The PTA at Commerce Elementary donated an incredible
educational tool for the Cougars. The Lu is an interactive
projector that transforms the gym into an active and
immersive space for students. It engages them physically
and intellectually with different types of educational games.

donuts to her class.

TUITION
EXPEDITION

oundation

For The keynote
Fccellence 50/50 Scholarship Raffle speaker for the
= A _— 25th annual
Walled Lake Schools Chqnce to Win Dr. Martin
BIG! Luther King Jr.

Celebration is

Proceeds support the _ " 1
Foundation for Winner receives 50% of ; KEVI“I'I Szawa a’,’
Excellence P R T Pl Tickets are $50 each aka “Mr. Peace.
- Kevinis a
classroom grant Typical winners receive over or 3 fickets for 5100 1 National Youth
program in WLCSD. $10K!
: Drawing: Speaker and
Funds can be held up to 20 March 18th, 2024 Michigan native
who travels the

years until it's needed for (Need not be present to win)

country speaking
to students and schools on the topics of bullying
prevention, diversity and inclusion, teen mental
health, and suicide awareness.

college

Don't need scholarship funds?

Only 1,000 tickets available
A 40% lump sum option is available

The theme of the event this year is “you belong”
with the focus on inclusivity. Join us Jan. 15 from
5-7:30 p.m. at WL Northern.

For more information go to:
www.wlcsd.org/TuitionExpedition




Graduate Spotlight Constantine Novotny, Walled Lake Northern HS Class of 2009

Northern graduate is a professor, opera singer and member of a band

Constantine Novotny is a 2009 graduate
of Walled Lake Northern HS. While at
Northern, he was heavily involved in the
choir and theater programs.

After high school, he received a Bachelor’s
of Music in Vocal Performance from
Oakland University, graduating in 2013.
He went on to earn a Master’s of Music in
Opera Performance from Wichita State
University in 2015 and a Master’s in Sacred
Music from the University of Notre Dame
in2019.

“...take advantage of what
the school has to offer
and enjoy the quality
relationships you will make
in the process.”

Constantine Novotny

Alarge amount of his opera singing was
done during his studies at the universities,
but he has had the pleasure of singing
the Count in Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro
with the FAVA summer program in
Salzburg, Austria, the title role in Mozart’s
Don Giovanni with the Detroit-based
Opera MODO, and in the chorus at the
Detroit Opera House. He was hired by

the baroque orchestras American Bach
Soloists and Apollo’s Fire, and sang in the
choir of Apollo’s Fire with the New York
Philharmonicin a performance of Handel’s
Messiah in New York City. While living

in New York, he was a staff singer at the
Church of St. Luke in the Fields and would
substitute often at St. Thomas Church
Fifth Avenue, a beautiful cathedral known
for its excellent music. Being a freelance
musician means he usually gets a small
handful of interesting gigs per year that
take him around the USA.

With his band, The Sundots, he has
performed in some legendary venues

in New York such as The Bitter End and
The Cutting Room (and he believes at
both venues he played the same piano
that Lady Gaga and Norah Jones played
before they made it big.) They have
released three albums since they formed
in 2017, and have collected valuable life
experiences along the way.

Constantine is currently a member of the
voice faculty at his alma mater, Oakland
University, where he teaches courses and
voice lessons to undergraduate music,
theater, and non-major students.

In his free time, he writes songs for The
Sundots since it is his main creative outlet
aside from classical singing. Otherwise,
he will be playing Mozart or Bach on the
piano, lazing with his Nintento, or having
a burger with a friend.

“l owe so much to the strength of the
performing arts department during my
time at Walled Lake Northern,” said
Constantine. “For my freshman through
junior years, choir director William
Boggs provided me with some of the
best musical training a high school
student could ask for. The strong musical
foundation | was able to build during
those formative years helped immensely
by the time | arrived at college.”

“The music theory course offered and
taught by Mary Hulliberger was also
invaluable, and having Mike Peterson
lead the choirs after Mr. Boggs’ retirement
was terrific. Not to mention the state-
of-the-art theater Walled Lake Northern
had. What a gift!”

Constantine Novotny,
2009 graduate of WL Northern

“On top of all this, | made some of the
longest-lasting close friendships during
my high school music days,” added
Constantine.

His advice for current students is to take
advantage of what the school has to offer
and enjoy the quality relationships you
will make in the process.

Constantine’s band, The Sundots, has performed in some legendary venues and released three albums since
they formed in 2017.

If you know a former student who could be highlighted in the Graduate Spotlights’ section, please email PamelaCole@wlcsd.org.
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WLOEC Offers Many
Programs

The Walled Lake
Schools’ Outdoor
Education Center
(WLOEC) provides
high-quality facilities,
staffing and food for
staff retreats, corporate outings, religious
gatherings, overnight scout camps,

sports teams, and graduation parties
throughout the year. They specialize in K-8
environmental education programs and
leadership training for participants of all
ages.

o Classes are FREE for all ESL or GED students
o There is a one time, annual $25 non-refundable registration fee
« Bring a valid picture ID/Allow 1-1.5 hours to register

ALL CLASSES HELD AT: GEISLER MIDDLE SCHOOL
46720 Pontiac Trail, Walled Lake, MI 48390

The Walled Lake Adventure Challenge
Program focuses on helping groups become

more cohesive. Their staff uses team 2024 Musicals & Concerts wlcstickets.com | 248-956-5353
challenges, high ropes activities, a climbing

tower and a zip line to develop effective = ng @oncert's*
leadership. Their team is confident that ( e W TR, o 7

they can meet your needs, whether staying T TR\ Ay

for an overnight experience or using the = Ay WL Northern: May 15, 7 p.m.
facilities for a day field trip, business retreat < |4

or graduation party. Their location, facility L Y% WL Western: May 22, 7 p.m.
size and parking accommodations make \ '
the WLOEC a perfect fit for both hosts and
guests.

Feb. 1-4,2024 April 11 - 14, 2024 Tickets on sale May 1 @ 8 p.m.
For more information or to reserve the Notice of Nondiscrimination The Walled Lake Consolidated School District does not discriminate on the basis of race,
WLOEC, please contact Karrie Martin, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, height, weight or marital status in its programs and activities. Direct
Director, at 248-956-5120 or visit inquiries related to discrimination on the basis of Section 504 disability, or other inquiries related to discrimination,
www.wlcsd .org Joec. to: The Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources and Section 504 Coordinator, 850 Ladd Road, Bldg. D, Walled
Lake, MI 48390, (248) 956-2022.
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