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                                                                               AGENDA 

 

Budget Workshop 6:00 PM 

 

1.0  Call to Order following Budget Workshop 

 

2.0 Public Participation  

 2.1 Questions & Concerns from the Public 

 

3.0 Consent Agenda 

 3.1 Preliminary Actions 

 3.2 Business Operations  

 

4.0 Reports to the Board of Education 

4.1 Elementary Principal’s Report 

4.2 High School Principal’s Report 

4.3 Athletic Director’s Report  

4.4  Facilities Report  

4.5  Transportation Report  

 

5.0 Old Business  

 

6.0 New Business   

 6.1  Committee on Special Education  

 6.2 2025-2026 School District Calendar 

 6.3 Bus Financing Resolution 

 6.4 State Environmental Quality Review 

 6.5  Ordinary Contingent Expense  

 6.6 BOE Meeting Schedule 2025-2026 

 6.7 Tax Cap 

 6.8  Long Term Sub Nurse Contract 

      

7.0 Personnel 

 7.1 Teacher Aide Resignation  

 7.2 Elementary Lunch and Recess Monitor Resignation 

 7.3  Request for Medical Leave  

 7.4 Request for Medical Leave 

            7.5       Request for Unpaid Leave 

            7.6       Request for Medical Leave 

 7.7 Request for Unpaid Leave 

 7.8 Appointment of Volunteer Assistant Varsity Golf Coach 

 7.9  Request for Unpaid Leave 
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“All Remsen students will Soar to Success” 
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8.0 Information & Correspondence  

 8.1 SBI Showcase March 27, 2025 

 

9.0  Soaring to Success- Board of Education Roundtable Remarks 

 

10.0 Executive Session for:  

 Matters that will imperil the public safety if disclosed 

 Any matter that may disclose the identity of a law enforcement agent or informer 

 Information relating to current or future investigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 

that would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed 

 Proposed, pending, or current litigation 

 Collective negotiations pertaining to the Union pursuant to article 14 of the Civil Service 

Law 

 

The medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or 

matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, 

suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation 

 The preparation, grading, or administration of exams 

 The proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition sale or 

exchange of securities, but only when publicity would substantially affect the value of these 

things 

 Discussing student records made confidential by federal law (FERPA or IDEA) 

 Hearing an appeal of a student suspension 

 Hearing an appeal of an employee grievance 

 Seeking legal advice from our attorney, which is made privileged by law 

 

11.0 Adjournment  
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Our Vision 
Remsen Central School District forever aspires to be a unique, distinguished, welcoming learning community that 

fosters a growth mindset and essential traits of great character.  RCS will remain dedicated to cultivating and 

supporting each student’s individual abilities and interests as they confidently work to realize their full potential to 

lead happy, healthy, successful lives.  All Remsen students will Soar to Success. 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
The mission of Remsen Central School District is to lead by example, instill essential traits of great character, 

foster a sense of belonging, and provide a solid academic foundation.  Students will be empowered to learn and 

achieve to their individual potential through diverse, challenging, relevant and engaging educational opportunities 

and differentiated learning experiences. 

 

A commitment to students first, positive relationships, quality instruction, continuous personal and professional 

growth, recognition for hard work, as well as a comprehensive system of student supports provided in a safe, 

encouraging learning environment with consistently high expectations for everyone, will ensure that all Remsen 

students Soar to Success. 
 

 

Remsen Central School District Core Values 
We are committed to quality student learning, service, and preparation. 

--- 

Academic excellence and hard work will be valued and recognized. 
--- 

We will model and instill integrity, kindness, hard work, perseverance, professionalism, commitment, teamwork, 

respect, independence, self-discipline, humility, responsibility, love, and empathy. 
--- 

The little things make a big difference. 
--- 

We will provide a safe, healthy, welcoming and supportive learning environment with clear expectations that 

motivates students to do their best, solve problems, be creative, think intelligently, understand multiple 

perspectives, collaborate, and have fun. 
--- 

Consistency in routines and procedures is essential. 
--- 

We will enthusiastically embrace and encourage a growth mindset, learn to persevere through challenges, and 

understand that failure is an opportunity to learn and grow throughout life. 
--- 

Always strive to improve. 
--- 

We will utilize student data and feedback, the thoughtful application of knowledge, skills and traits, daily 

interactions, assessments, projects and state and national standards to measure student growth, learning, and 

achievement. 
--- 

Every day is a gift, full of possibilities. 
--- 

We are grateful for our school community.  We will work collectively to ensure we are able to leave our children, 

for generations to come, with an even better community and school than we have today. 
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Budget Workshop 6:00 PM 

1.0 Meeting Call to Order- Mrs. Mary Lou Allen, Board President, will call the meeting to 

order following the Budget Workshop.  Pledge of Allegiance recited be all present.  

 

2.0  Public Participation - We are about to convene into the public comment period of our 

meeting. Any district resident wishing to speak during public session is required to sign 

in, stating your full name, address, contact information and the topic that you wish to 

discuss. If you have not signed in and you wish to speak, the District Clerk will bring the 

sign-in sheet over to you at this time.  We will insist that all speakers and members of the 

audience maintain civility and respect. As a reminder, discussion or comment about 

personnel matters, any district employee or any particular student is prohibited.  Those 

concerns should be brought directly to the Superintendent. 

The board will now entertain public comments for up to a maximum of 30 minutes. Each 

individual speaker will be allotted three minutes. Please be reminded that written 

comments or concerns to be shared with the Board may also be submitted or emailed to 

the district clerk or to the Superintendent, Mr. Timothy Jenny at any time. 

2.1   Questions and Concerns from the Public  

 

3.0  Consent Agenda – RECOMMENDED ACTION – A single motion to approve the 

following routine items: 

3.1  Preliminary Actions  

      A.  Approval of Minutes – February 11, 2025   ENC. 3.1A 

  B. Additions to and Approval of Agenda  

  

3.2  Business Operations  

A.  Warrants for Payment      ENC. 3.2A 

B. Appropriation Status Report     ENC. 3.2B  

C.  Revenue Status Report      ENC. 3.2C 

D.  Budget Transfers       ENC. 3.2D 

 

4.0 Reports to the Board of Education  

 4.1  Elementary Principal’s Report     ENC. 4.1  

 4.2  High School Principal’s Report      ENC. 4.2  

4.3 Athletic Director’s Report      ENC. 4.3 

REMSEN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ELEMENTARY LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

TUESDAY, March 11, 2025 - 6:00 P.M. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MEMORANDUM 
 “All Remsen students will Soar to Success” 
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4.4 Facilities Report       ENC. 4.4 

4.5 Transportation Report       ENC. 4.5 

 

5.0 Old Business 

  

6.0 New Business  

6.1  Committee on Special Education-– RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

Following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accept recommendations 

of the Committee on Special Education from meetings held on February 7, 12, 13, 

25, 26, 27, 28, 2025; March 5, 2025. Please be reminded that discussion of a 

specific IEP should be referred to Executive Session.” 

          ENC 6.1 

6.2 2025-2026 School District Calendar – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve 

the following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the Remsen 

Central School District Calendar for the 2025-2026 school year.”  

          ENC 6.2 

 

6.3 Bus Financing Resolution – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following:  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The following notice shall be added to the notice of annual meeting and election: 

 

AND NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that the following proposition will be submitted for 

voter approval at such time: 

 

PROPOSITION #__ 

 

Shall the following resolution be adopted to wit: 

 

Resolved that the Board of Education of the Remsen Central School District is 

hereby authorized to undertake the acquisition of three (3) school buses, at an 

estimated maximum aggregate cost of $433,375, less trade-in value, if any, such 

cost, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by the levy of a tax to 

be collected in annual installments; and, in anticipation of such tax, debt obligations 

of the school district as may be necessary not to exceed $433,375 shall be issued, 

or the School District may enter into an installment purchase contract if the Board 

of Education determines that it is in the best interest of the School District to finance 

the purchase in that method. 

 

2. At such meeting taxes to be levied by installments will be proposed for authorized 

indebtedness providing for payment of the acquisition of school buses at an 
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estimated aggregate maximum cost of not to exceed $433,375.  Such taxes shall 

be levied upon all the taxable property of the District, shall be levied in annual 

installments and shall be of such amounts and levied in such years as may be 

determined by the Board of Education. 

  

3. The District Clerk or the Clerk’s designee is hereby directed to add the 

above to the notice of the annual meeting of the School District. 

 

 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

Duly put to a vote as follows: 

AYES     NAYS 

  

6.4 State Environmental Quality Review - RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve 

the following: 

WHEREAS, the Remsen Central School District Administration and 

Architect King & King Architects, have determined the flooring at the Elementary School 

cafeteria and gymnasium is failing and is in need of immediate repair and/or replacement 

(the “Project”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Remsen Central School District (the 

“Board”) has considered the impacts to the environment of the Project in accordance with 

the scope of work prepared by its Architect King & King Architects dated March 7, 2025; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the scope of the Proposed Action and has further 

received and considered the advice of its Architect with respect to the potential for 

environmental impacts resulting from the Proposed Action; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District has reviewed the Proposed Action with respect to the Type II 

criteria set forth in 6 NYCRR part 617.5(c) (1), (2) and (3) and concluded that the project 

involves activities involving no substantial changes in existing structures or facilities, and 

replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of structures or facilities in kind and routine 

activities of an educational institution, now therefore;  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education as follows: 

 

1. The Proposed Action individually and collectively does not exceed thresholds 

established under 6 NYCRR Part 617 of the State Environmental Quality Review Act 

(SEQRA). 
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2. The Board hereby determines that the Proposed Action is a Type II action in 

accordance with the SEQRA regulations.   

 

3. No further review of the Proposed Action is required under SEQRA. 

 

4. This Resolution shall be effective immediately. 

ENC 6.4 

6.5 Ordinary Contingent Expense – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following:  

 WHEREAS, the Remsen Central School District’s Administration and Architect, 

King & King Architects, have determined that as a result of unexpected failure, 

flooring at the Elementary School cafeteria and gymnasium is in need of 

immediate repair and/or replacement (the “Emergency Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education has received and considered the opinion of 

its Architect opining the Emergency Project a public emergency necessary to 

preserve the life, health, safety and welfare of students and staff; and 

WHEREAS, the School District’s Administration concurs that the Emergency 

Project constitutes an emergency and that it is not possible to operate the School 

District’s educational program safely without repairing and/or replacing the 

flooring at the Elementary School; and 

WHEREAS, the Emergency Project is essential for the protection of the health 

and safety of students and staff and for the protection of the School District’s 

property; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education has declared that the project is a Type II 

SEQRA Action that will have no negative impact on the environment; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. The Board of Education hereby finds pursuant to the Education Law, the repair 

and/or replacement of the flooring at the Elementary School cafeteria and 

gymnasium is necessary for the protection of the health and safety of students and 

staff and for protection of the District’s property, and hereby declares the 

Emergency Project to be an ordinary contingent expense. 

 

2. The maximum estimated cost of the Emergency Project, as determined by the 

District’s Administration and King &amp; King Architects, is $175,000. The 



Soar to Success! 

funding source for the Emergency Project will be unappropriated general fund 

balance. 

3. That pursuant to Section 103(4) of the General Municipal Law, the Board of 

Education declares that the emergency exists because the condition must be fixed 

in order to safely operate school. The Board further declares that such condition 

affects safety and property of the School District, its employees and students, and 

requires immediate action which cannot await competitive bidding. The Board 

finds that the proposed purchase and remediation must be undertaken without 

delay. 

 

4. The Superintendent of Schools and all officers and employees of the School 

District are hereby authorized and directed to take all steps reasonably necessary 

or enter agreements to complete the Emergency Project; to carry out the intent of 

this Resolution. 

 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

ENC 6.5 

6.6 BOE Meeting Schedule 2025-2026 – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the meeting 

schedule for 2025-2026 as follow: July 8, August 12, September 9, October 14, 

November 12, December 9, January 13, February 10, March 10, April 14, May 

12, May 19, (Budget Vote), June 9; and be it further resolved that all board 

meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m.” 

ENC 6.6 

6.7 Tax Cap – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the following: “RESOLVED, 

that the Board of Education accept the Tax Cap for 2026.” 

          ENC 6.7 

6.8 Long Term Sub Nurse Contract – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following; “RESOLVED that the Board of Education approve contract with Cross 

Country Healthcare services for the duration of the Elementary Nurse medical 

leave with an expected start date of March 17, 2025. through and including June 

27, 2025.” 
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          ENC 6.8 

7.0 Personnel 

7.1  Teacher Aide Resignation – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accept the resignation of 

Danielle Kinsley effective March 14, 2025.” 

          ENC 7.1 

7.2 Resignation of Elementary Lunch and Recess Monitor– RECOMMENDED 

ACTION – Approve the following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 

accept the resignation of Sandra Pineiro effective February 28, 2025.” 

ENC 7.2 

7.3 Request for Medical Leave – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the request of Kate 

Wilson for Medical Leave of Absence (FMLA) beginning on May 26, 2025 

through June 30, 2025.” 

          ENC 7.3 

7.4 Request for Medical Leave – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the request of 

Meghan Dineen for Medical Leave of Absence (FMLA) beginning on March 24, 

2025 through April 4, 2025.” 

ENC 7.4 

7.5       Request for Unpaid Leave – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education grant the request of Robin 

McCormack, for full unpaid leave days on March 27 and 28, 2025.” 

ENC 7.5 

7.6        Request for Medical Leave – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the request of 

Nicholas Byrne for Medical Leave of Absence (FMLA) beginning on April 28, 

2025 through May 5, 2025.” 

ENC 7.6 

7.7 Request for Unpaid Leave – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education grant the request of 

Danielle Kingsley, for unpaid leave days on January 14, 30, 2025; February 28, 

2025 and March 4, 2025.” 

          ENC 7.7 
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7.8 Appointment of Volunteer Assistant Varsity Golf Coach – RECOMMENDED 

ACTION – Approve the following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 

appoint Shannon Meeker as the volunteer assistant golf coach for the spring 2025 

varsity golf season.” 

          ENC 7.8 

7.9 Request for Unpaid Leave – RECOMMENDED ACTION – Approve the 

following: “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education grant the request of 

Zachary Prosser, for unpaid leave days on January 27, 30, 2025; February 11, 

2025 and March 4, 2025.” 

          ENC 7.9 

8.0  Information & Correspondence  

 8.1 SBI Showcase is being held March 27, 2025, the deadline for sign up is Friday 9 a.m. 

 March 21, 2025. 

9.0      Soaring to Success! – Board of Education Roundtable and Remarks. 

10.0 Executive Session for: 

 Matters that will imperil the public safety if disclosed 

 Any matter that may disclose the identity of a law enforcement agent or informer 

 Information relating to current or future investigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 

that would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed 

 Proposed, pending, or current litigation 

 Collective negotiations pertaining to the Union pursuant to article 14 of the Civil Service 

Law 

 

The medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or 

matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, 

suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation 

 The preparation, grading, or administration of exams 

 The proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition sale or 

exchange of securities, but only when publicity would substantially affect the value of these 

things 

 Discussing student records made confidential by federal law (FERPA or IDEA) 

 Hearing an appeal of a student suspension 

 Hearing an appeal of an employee grievance 

 Seeking legal advice from our attorney, which is made privileged by law 

 

11.0 Adjournment  



REMSEN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2025 

“All Remsen students will Soar to Success” 

 

MINUTES  

  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mary Lou Allen, Tara Kennerknecht, Jeannie Scouten,  

     Stephanie Karis, Patrick Nolan 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Timothy Jenny, John McKeown, Abigail Roberts, Jody Lamphere, 

Sanya Pelrah, Kelly Runninger, Kurt Crossett, Joe Bessmer, Dale 

Denning  

 

Mr. McKeown and Mr. Jenny presented a budget work shop from 6:00 pm to 6:09 pm. 

 

Meeting called to Order by Mary Lou Allen, Board President at 6:09 pm  

 

Pledge of Allegiance recited by all present  

 

Mrs. Allen read the following statement: Public Participation- We are about to convene into the  

the public comment period of out meeting. Any district resident wishing to speak during public 

session is required to sign in, stating your full name, address, contact information and the topic 

that you wish to discuss. If you have not signed in and wish to speak, the District Clerk will bring 

the sign- in sheet over to you at this time. We will insist that all speakers and members of the 

audience maintain civility and respect. As a reminder, discussion or comment about personnel 

matter, any district employee or any particular student is prohibited. Those concerns should be 

brought directly to the Superintendent.  

 

The board will now entertain public comments for up to a maximum of 30 minutes. Each individual 

speaker will be allotted three minutes. Please be reminded that written comments or concerns to 

be shared with the Board may also be submitted or emailed to the district clerk or to the 

Superintendent, Mr. Timothy Jenny at any time.  

 

No public participation this evening.  

 

Motion by Jeannie Scouten, second by Patrick Nolan: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the minutes from meeting held on 

January 15, 2025, approve the agenda dated February 11, 2025; and be it further resolved 

that the Board of Education approve warrants for payment; accept Treasurer’s Report, 

Revenue Status Report, Appropriation Status Report, and approve budget transfers.” 

         Unanimous vote  



Elementary Principal’s report given by Jody Lamphere included the following items: 

● The second Family Night was held, where families got to enjoy pizza and salad then 

separated into groups. The students got to play some fun games while the parents attended 

a presentation about Social Media Safety then everyone joined back together to play board 

games. About 20 families that attended. 

● PTG Winter Family Night was held January 24th, alot of families attended. There was a 

cookie decorating station, Valentine crafts, Bingo and an indoor snowball fight.  

● The second quarter Evening of Excellence was held February 4th, and over 80 awards were 

given for various achievements. There was a great turnout of families and staff to support 

our student’s as we are extremely proud of their accomplishments. 

● Grades three through six held State Testing Simulations, all went well and we are ready to 

begin the actual state testing in April.  

● Our February Team Workshop will be a “deep dive” into the reading instruction that we 

are providing to our students in grades pre-k through sixth. As the year progresses we will 

take a closer look at the state recommended Instructional Best Practices.  

 

High School Principal’s Report was given by Sanya Pelrah and included the following: 

● Ms. Pelrah met with the Instructional Committee for the feedback on designing the 

February Team Workshop. They will be connecting with a brief circle time and 

collaborating on curriculum mapping and data analysis, this really helps staff work 

together.  

● The Culture and Climate Committee is going to make Valentine’s cards for every student 

again this year to remind them that we care about them, each department participates in 

this activity. 

● January 16th Mrs. Dineen hosted a Guidance Information and Senior FAFSA night, she 

provided important information about programming, graduation requirements and we had 

speakers from MVCC provide information and work time with parents about FAFSA. We 

plan to do this every year to help improve information on FAFSA. 

● Congratulations was given to Hunter Wilcox and Michael Nelson for being presented the 

Remarkable Ram Award on January 17th. The Remarkable Ram Award is a principal’s 

award, the criteria for this award include; the student being active in school/community, 

being empathetic, having integrity, being helpful, being kind, having Remsen pride, being 

resilient and being respectful. They were given Remarkable Rams t-shirts with their last 

names on the backs and we will be being giving this two more times this year.  

● The last week in January was the Spirit week and Winter Pep Rally, the winter athletes 

were recognized and the students participated in or cheered on their classmates during a 

few fun games. The seniors and staff competed in a game of tug a war, which the seniors 

did win this year.  

● Mrs. Martin and a small group of juniors and seniors attended the Legislative Breakfast at 

the Hart’s Hill Inn on January 31st. They got to hear from and interact with local legislators 



and elected officials, this is something that was brought back and we hope to continue to 

do.  

● The seniors are continuing to work on the details for the prom and senior trip, which will 

be just a day trip this year. 

● The 10th graders are busy planning the Spring Fling which will be held on March 28th. 

● The Diversity Club created a bulletin board that recognizes Black History Month, and 

wrote an article in the Journalism Club’s first newspaper of the year. They will also be 

holding the Crush for a Crush fundraiser which started February 10th. 

● January 17th the Senior High Choir performed the National Anthem in front of thousands 

at the Utica Comets game. Jasmine Colon, Lydia Gates, Trent Jenny, Kadence Kozak, 

Owen Piaschyk and Wyatt Rapson performed at the Zone 4 Junior High Area All-State 

Festival at VVS on January 31 through February 1st.  

● The Ski and snowboard Club have had a great season, thanks to mother nature providing 

plenty of snow. The students are having lots of fun and making us very proud with the great 

behavior at the ski area. 

● March 4th will be the science fair, prepared by the 7th and 8th grade science class. 

● This year’s yearbook progress is well underway, they have lots of students willing to be 

involved in gathering information, taking photos and helping build a wonderful yearbook 

for 2025. 

On behalf of Mr. Denning, Mr. Jenny gave congratulations to the indoor track for their third year 

in a row for capturing the CSC Division III Title at OCC on January 25th, and there will be a 

victory parade this Friday at 3pm from the Remsen Fire House ending at the Jr/Sr High School. 

Mr. Jenny also gave a congratulation to the Varsity girls volleyball, the rocked the house and 

defeated DeRuyter then went on to Sandy Creek. They had two very close matches.  

 

Dale Denning gave the Athletic Director’s Report: 

● Tomorrow is senior night for basketball and indoor track 

● Sign-ups for spring sports were held January 21st through 31st, we will not be offering 

varsity baseball again this year. We currently have 14 signed up for modified baseball, this 

will be the 1st time in 4 years that we will have modified baseball.  

● There may be modified softball but not varsity as only 7 girls signed up. 

● Waterville indoor track has a player who has qualified for State Qualifiers but their coach 

is going to be away when they are held so he is going to be unable to practice with the 

athlete. We have been asked if the athlete could practice along with our long distance 

runners, they have received written permission from Waterville Central school as long as 

the parents provide transportation and Mr. Bunker is willing to coach him.  

 

Facilities Report given by Joe Bessmer include the following: 



● The High school and elementary maintenance team has been busy with sporting events and 

concerts.  

● We installed a new ice machine and volleyball organizer in the High school. 

● Grounds and maintenance have been busy with snow removal and repairs.  

● The tractor was down for 3 weeks, but we finally got the parts in and repaired. 

● We purchased a new snow blower for the tractor.  

● We had a local farmer come in with their large equipment to blow back the banks for more 

room in the parking lots and roadways. Big thank you to them, if it wasn’t for them we 

would not have enough space for everyone to park. 

● We are hoping for better weather to free up our team so we can get some other projects 

done around the schools.  

 

Transportation Report given by Kurt Crossett included the following: 

● We have two new drivers that have started training, John Grabowski and Michael Bessette. 

Everything is going well so far and we are excited to have more drivers.  

 

Motion by Stephanie Karis, second by Tara Kennerknecht: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accept recommendations of the Committee on 

Special Education from meetings held on January 14, 16, 22, 24 and 30, 2025; February 5, 

2025.” 

           Unanimous vote 

Motion by Patrick Nolan, second by Tara Kennerknecht: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve Temporary Use Agreement allowing 

Remsen Central School District to use County of Oneida Optical Scan Voting Systems, 

privacy booths, as well as other ancillary equipment, supplies and services related thereto 

for school election May 20, 2025 in the amount of $900.00.” 

Unanimous vote 

 Motion by Tara Kennerknecht, second by Jeannie Scouten: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approve the sports combine with Holland Patent 

Central School for the spring 2025 Varsity and JV Baseball season, pending approval from 

the Holland Patent Central School District.” 

Unanimous vote 

Motion by Stephanie Karis, second by Patrick Nolan: 

 “RESOLVED, the Board of Education approve: 

 

 WHEREAS, on or about 2019, the Remsen Central School District (“the District”) paid 

for flooring improvements at the Elementary School as part of the 2018-2019 Capital 

Outlay Project (“the Capital Outlay Project”); and   

   

WHEREAS, the District entered into a contract with Kuehne Construction Inc. 



(“Kuehne”) to perform work on the flooring as part of the Capital Outlay Project; and  

 

WHEREAS, Kuehne applied Schonox, HPS North America, Inc.’s cement-based, self- 

leveling compound in connection with the flooring improvements; and 

  

WHEREAS, the District believes that Kuehne failed to properly perform the work on the 

flooring and/or Schonox, HPS North America, Inc.’s cement-based, self-leveling 

compound product has failed; and  

   

BE IT RESOLVED, by the District’s Board of Education, as follows:   

   1. That the Board authorizes Ferrara Fiorenza PC to commence litigation against 

Kuehne and/or Schonox, HPS North America, Inc. in order to recover the 

above referenced monetary damages and any and all damages that have or 

may be incurred by the District as a result of the Elementary School flooring 

failure as part of the Capital Outlay Project; and  

2. That the Board authorizes Ferrara Fiorenza PC to pursue litigation against any 

other party that may be liable to the School District for the above referenced 

monetary damages and any and all damages that have or may be incurred by 

the District as a result of the Elementary School flooring failure as part of the 

Capital Outlay Project; and  

3. That the Board authorizes the Superintendent of Schools or his designee to 

execute any documents necessary to pursue the litigation referenced above; 

and  

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

          Unanimous vote 

 

Motion by Tara Kennerknecht, second by Patrick Nolan: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint Amy Williams as the Long-Term Math 

Substitute retroactive to January 28, 2025 through May 7, 2025 at a daily rate of $110 per 

day for the first 45 days.” 

Mr. Jenny stated he would like to thank Ms. Williams and also Ms. Keener stated she is going to 

teach one period and have recorded videos for the other three periods to help the students out, so 

a big thank you to Ms. Keener for that.   

Unanimous vote  

Motion by Jeannie Scouten, second by Patrick Nolan: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint Suzanne Winghart as the Long-Term 

Library Media Specialist Substitute retroactive to January 6, 2025 until position is filled, 

at a daily rate of $150 per day for the first 45 days.” 

Mr. Jenny thanked Suzanne. Mrs. Allen also stated that she thinks it’s great that she is doing this 

position and that she can see the kids really like and respect her.  

Unanimous vote  

 

Motion by Stephanie Karis, second by Tara Kennerknecht: 



“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education grant the request of Kathy Paige, for two full 

weeks of FMLA leave with a return date of February 14, 2025.” 

           Unanimous vote 

 

Motion by Stephanie Karis, second by Tara Kennerknecht: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint Jordyn Conte of Utica, NY as a 

substitute teacher effective February 12, 2025 at the daily rate of $120 per day until 

certification is verified.” 

Unanimous vote 

 

 

Motion by Tara Kennerknecht, second by Patrick Nolan: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint Michael Bessette as a full time school 

bus driver retroactive to February 10, 2025 at the hourly rate of $20.30 per hour.” 

Unanimous vote 

Motion by Tara Kennerknecht, second by Jeannie Scouten: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint John Grabowski as a full time school 

bus driver retroactive to February 3, 2025 at the hourly rate of $20.30 per hour.” 

Unanimous vote 

Motion by Stephanie Karis, second by Tara Kennerknecht:  

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint Siena Appleton of Remsen, NY as a 

substitute nurse effective February 12, 2025 at the rate of $20 per hour.” 

Tara Kennerknecht stated Siena will be a great asset to the team. 

Unanimous vote 

Motion by Stephanie Karis, second by Patrick Nolan: 

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education appoint Chloe Williams as the Modified Track 

and Field Coach for the Spring 2025 season.” 

Unanimous vote 

 

Information & Correspondence 

 Reminder of budget meeting, Mrs. Allen and I will be attending. The culinary students 

prepare food then split everyone up and send them to different programs to see what the students 

do. One year Mrs. Allen got to see the pre-k program and advertising design, Mr. Jenny got to see 

the cosmetology and welding programs. Then they present the proposed budget, anyone that would 

like to go can also carpool together. There is also a meeting April 29th about the budget and March 

27th for the SBI Showcase.  

Mrs. Allen stated that she really suggests going to the annual meeting, its great food from the 

students and very interesting to see the programs and all the classrooms and what the kids get to 

do.  

Mr. Jenny stated that the SBI Showcase is great to see too OHM BOCES was chosen this year and 

that means that Remsen will have a booth to showcase, we will be receiving an email soon with 

the information put out about it.  



Mr. Jenny gave a big high five to Mr. McKeown and team for the fiscal stress report, we received 

“No designation” which is the best you can get.  

 

Soaring to Success - Board of Education Roundtable Remarks 

Tara Kennerknecht- Stated she would like to give props for the Newspaper the students did, it 

looks great! Also high five to Mr. Jenny and Mr. McKeown on the budget.  

 

Stephanie Karis- Stated she would like to give big props to Donna Worden for her amazing driving 

from the past couple volleyball games with the weather. She was white knuckling but always kept 

her calm and made the students and coaches feel safe, she was able to always get them to and from 

the games safe and sound.   

 

Jeannie Scouten- She asked to clarify what was meant by the “deep dive” into the reading for the 

team workshop. Mrs. Lamphere stated that they are going to be looking through the reading 

programs and see where adjustments can be made and make sure there is consistency throughout. 

There is a Scholastic program they want to see if they like since they will be coming out with a 

primary program.  

 

Mrs. Allen- Stated that she saw Mrs. Phelps came in to help students learn to make pierogies. Mrs. 

Phelps raved about how great the kids were and how much she loved coming in to do that with 

them.  

 

Mr. Jenny- Stated that the Elementary Drama Club did a great job at their play, it was awesome 

seeing them get up on the big stage in front of everyone. He stated he would also like to give high 

fives to all the bus drivers, and that they have done great with all the weather we have had. They 

are out doing their runs all day, nights and weekends. It has snowed consistently for the past month, 

and the drivers have continued to get the students to and from school and events on time and safe.   

 

Motion to go into Executive Session at 6:54 pm by Patrick Nolan, second by Tara Kennerknecht 

for: 

 Proposed, pending, or current litigation for 2018-2019 Flooring project and for the medical, 

financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to 

the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal 

of a particular person or corporation. 

          Unanimous vote 

 

Motion out of executive session by Stephanie Karis, second by Jeannie Scouten at 7:53 pm. 

Unanimous vote 

 

Motion by Tara Kennerknecht, second by Jeannie Scouten to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm.  

Unanimous vote 

 

 

 



 

 

 









































Remsen Elementary
BOE REPORT

Ensure each child has the opportunity to
reach his or her full potential in a global
society.
Hire, support, develop, and retain high
quality staff.
Develop, maintain and improve resources
within a fiscally sound and responsible
budget.
Maintain transparency and effective
communication with the district and
community.

Remsen Goals What's In ThisMonth's Issue?

Underground Spirit Week
The Hundredth Day of
School
Rotary Dictionary
Delivery
Dr. Seuss Reading
Student Council Bulletin
Board
One School, One Book
Kickoff
For the Love of Math
Twice Upon A Time

Underground Spirit Week

The faculty and staff participated in
an Underground Spirit Week.  We
celebrated with Black Day, Anything
But a Cup, Dress like a student,
black and orange day, and
Valentine’s apparel.  We kept the
students guessing throughout the
week.  Fun was had by all!

March 2025



Dr. Seuss Read Alouds

It was Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March2nd.  What better way to celebratethan by reading his books to all of thepre-kindergarten through sixth gradestudents!  Classrooms were visited andwere read a book.  Students were givena bookmark with a Dr. Seuss sayingand a lollipop as a treat.

Rotary
Dictionary

Delivery

Members of the Rotary
visited our third graders
on Monday, February
24th.  They graciously
donated a new dictionary
to each third grade
student.  Thank you to
all of the Rotary
Members.

The Hundredth Day of
School

It is so hard to believe, but we
celebrated the one-hundredth day
of school on Tuesday, February
25th!  Students wore 100 items,
dressed like they were 100 years
old, or dressed like they were 100
years from the future.  It was
absolutely amazing to see all of
the creative ideas by students and
parents!

100th Day



One School, One Book
Kickoff

We will be reading The ChocolateTouch in the elementary school.  Ourkickoff event began with candy riddlesand the reading of chapter one.Students will be challenged with triviaquestions each week.  We will try to“catch them doing something sweet” fora chance at a guess at the number ofkisses in a jar.  The reading event willculminate at the end of March.

Elementary Student
Council

The Elementary Student Council
prepared a bulletin board in the
fourth-sixth grade wing.  Each
staff member provided a picture
of themselves as an elementary
student.  Students try to guess
who each picture represents.
Many students have been seen
looking over the pictures and
trying to guess who it could be.



For the Love of Math

The second graders invited their
parents and families in on
Valentine’s Day.  They had a fun
filled afternoon playing math
games.  Students taught their
parents how to play a variety of
games all tied to math.  Thank
you to Mrs. O’Connor and Mrs.
Secor for organizing and hosting
this event.

Mrs. Jody M. Lamphere
Remsen Elementary Principal

Twice Upon A Time

Students in grades fifth and sixth
put on a wonderful performance of
Twice Upon A Time.  They did
such a great job getting up in
front of an entire audience.  We
are so proud of their bravery!
Thank you to Mr. Pietruch for all
of his hard work getting the
production ready.



 

 

Remsen Central School 
Jr./Sr. High School Update 

Sanya Pelrah, Principal 
3/11/25 

 
 
 
Team Workshop & Instructional Focus 
At our recent Team Workshop, the staff received important technology updates from Mr. Winghart and were 
provided time to work collaboratively on curriculum and data analysis.  
 
Culture and Climate 
The Culture and Climate Committee recently met and have a few fun things planned for March. We will be 
doing a spirit week beginning on March 17 and students will have the opportunity to write a positive note to 
staff. The committee will begin end-of-year celebration planning at the next meeting. The second marking 
period Ram Ticket drawings were held on February 25 and the honor roll celebrations were held on February 
27. The science fair was held on March 4 and there were wonderful and creative projects again this year.  
 

● Clubs and Activities: 
○ 12th grade - Caps and gowns have been ordered for all students. Most seniors have voted for 

the senior trip and Hershey Park has the most votes at this point. They will be establishing a 
prom committee and preparations will begin shortly. Senior sweatshirts are in the process of 
being ordered. A Senior Service Learning field trip is planned for March 27 to the Rescue 
Mission in Utica. 

○ Drama Club - The students have been preparing for Fiddler on the Roof which is set for March 7 
and 8.  

○ International Club - On February 28, a cornhole tournament fundraiser was held. Special thanks 
to families, Officer Lamphere, cleaning/maintenance staff, and local businesses for their 
support. Due to fundraising and grant-writing efforts, the NYC is fully paid for. They will travel to 
NYC on April 4 with 34 students and 4 staff. 

○ Mock Trial - Students competed in their first competition on March 5. They lost by just one point 
to New Hartford but did an excellent job and were complimented by the judge on how much they 
had improved since last year. 

○ Music Department - They are preparing for this year’s Music in Our Schools Month concert on 
March 26.  

○ National Honor Society - They will be welcoming 14 students into NHS this year. The induction 
ceremony will be held on March 20 in the high school gym. 

○ Yearbook - Their pre-sales have wrapped up and they currently have 78 copies sold. Over the 
next few weeks, they will be working to complete the 2025 yearbook so that it is all ready for 
printing. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Honor Roll Celebrations 
 

  

 
 
 

Ram Ticket Winners 

 
 
 

Science Fair 

  
  
  
  



Dale Dening 
Athletic Director’s Report     

March 2025 

 

    RAMS ATHLETICS 

Important Dates 
 
March 6 - CSC Senior All-Star Basketball Game @ HCCC 
March 8 - NYSPHSAA Indoor Track Championships @ Ocean Breeze 
March 17 - Varsity Spring Sports Begin 
March 19 - CSC AD Meeting @ Waterville Jr/Sr HS 
 
Winter Sports 

 

Senior Night (Varsity Basketball/Indoor Track)- Recognized 12 seniors who have contributed to 

our programs in basketball and Winter track over the past few years prior to the varsity 

basketball game on February 12th against Stockbridge Valley. 

 

Boys Modified Basketball 

-Completed their season on Saturday, March 1st vs. NY Mills. Both teams came out victorious 

with close wins. 

-It was extremely nice to see how both teams (7th & 8th) improved throughout the season from 

watching their 1st game at home to their final game 

 

JV/Varsity Basketball 

-Unfortunately JV had their schedule shortened due to the extreme winter weather over the 

February recess, they had their final 2 games canceled due to various circumstances. A huge 

thank you to Hunter Jones for stepping up to coach for the season so that we could have our 

team improve and enjoy the game of basketball. 

-The boys varsity team entered the Section III Class D tournament as the #6 seed and fell to the 

#11 seed Lyme Lakers in the first round. 
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-Congratulations to Dylan Jones and Matt Helmer for being named to the CSC All-Star squad. 

-Matthew Helmer will be representing Remsen @ HCCC in the annual Center State Conference 

senior all-star game on March 6th. Dylan is unable to play due to season ending knee injury last 

month. 

 

Varsity Volleyball 

-Remsen was represented by Isabella Colon at the annual CSC Exceptional Senior game which 

was held on February 26th at Dolgeville Central School. Congratulations to Bella!! 

-Jaiden Maher & Isabella Colon were named as CSC All-Stars 

 

Indoor Track  

- Congratulations again to Ethan Karis, Gavin Nelson, Ean Piaschyk and Burke Gates for 

competing in the Section 3 NYS Qualifier which was held @ OCC on February 25th 

● Ethan Karis qualified for the NYSPHSAA Championships in the 1600m 

● Ethan will be running at Ocean Breeze Complex on March 8th in the NYSPHSAA 

Championships (first Remsen athlete to compete at this event) 

-Congratulations to Ethan Karis and Glen LaFave for winning the Track athlete of the meet 

(Ethan K.) and the Field athlete of the meet (Glen L.) at the CSC DIII Championships 

-All-Stars - Ethan Karis, Ean Piaschyk, Gavin Nelson, Burke Gates, Michael Nelson, Glen LaFave 

and Marissa Karis 

 

Girls Wrestling 

-Congratulations to Remsen’s Lorelai Walker for earning a 2nd place finish in her weight class at 

the Section III championships on February 16th.  Lorelai was seeded 2nd in a 16 girl bracket 

-Seneca Lyons did not wrestle in the championships due to an injury earlier in the season 

 

NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete Team Awards 

 

-2 of our winter sports teams this year qualified for this award - Girls Varsity Indoor Track and 

Varsity Volleyball (75% of the roster with a 90 or better average) 

 

Varsity Volleyball Varsity Basketball Boys Indoor Track Girls Indoor Track 

Sienna Aiken  Matthew Helmer John Gates  Marissa Karis 

Brygit Pruitt  Dylan Jones  Ethan Karis  Ella LaFave 

Jeweliet Pruitt     Gavin Nelson  Morgan Horn  

Ashley Roberts    Ean Piaschyk  Shianne Austin 

Ellie Secor        Evalyn Gates 

Tiarra Fox 

Jennah Day 
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Spring Sports 

 

Sign ups for spring sports were held in the high school during all physical education classes from 

January 21st - January 31st.  All varsity spring sports will begin on Monday, March 17th. 

 

Sport Offerings for Spring 2025 

 

Boys Varsity Track  27 

Girls Varsity Track  25 

Modified Track & Field 18 (9 boys, 9 girls) 

Modified Baseball  15 

Modified Softball  7 

Varsity Golf   7 

 

 

Spring Coaching Vacancies 

Modified Baseball 

 

 

Volunteer Assistant Coach - Shannon Meeker (Varsity Golf) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 



Board of Education Facilities Report 

Remsen Central School District 

2-11-25 

 

High School Maintenance team has been busy with sporting events and concerts. We will be 

starting the high school stage flooring in the next couple weeks. 

Elementary team has been busy with events. We recently had core samples done on the gym and 

cafeteria floors to determine the best fix for the flooring.  

Grounds and maintenance have been busy with the snow removal and repais. We are looking 

forward to spring cleanup and nicer weather.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Joe Bessmer 

Head of Facilities 



Soar to Success 

 

 

 

 

 

John Grabowski has a road trip scheduled for March 18th. 

Mike Bessette is training and will be ready to schedule a road test soon. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kurt Crossett 

Bus Dispatcher 

Board of Education Transportation Report 
Remsen Central School District 

2-11-25 
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