
Researching 
Postsecondary 
Options



● Review Postsecondary Options for Life After High School

● Research Careers on CaliforniaColleges.edu

Agenda



Review: The 4 Year College Applicant
A-G Courses

Minimum Eligibility Applicant Competitive Applicant

2 years of History / Social Science

4 years of English

3 years Math (i.e Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra 2)

2 years of Laboratory Science

2 years of a World Language

1 year of Visual / Performing Arts

1 year of College Prep Elective

3 years of History/Social Science 
(Honors/AP)

4 years of English (Honors/AP)

4 years Math (Honors/AP)

3 years of Laboratory Science 
(Honors/AP)

3-4 years of a Foreign Language

1 year of Visual/Performing Arts

1 year of College Prep Elective



Degrees + Education Level Reqs 
Degree Type Prerequisite Years to complete Granted by

Certificate High school diploma/ 
equivalent, (varies)

6 months - 1 year, 
(varies)

Vocational School, 
Community College, 
College/University 

(varies)

Associate’s (AA/AS) High school diploma/ 
equivalent

2 years Community 
college,College/Univer

sity, technical school

Bachelor’s (BA/BS) High school diploma/ 
equivalent

4 years College or university

Master’s (MA/BS) After earning a BA 
degree, may require 

research

2+ years College or University

Doctorate (PhD/EDD) After earning an MA, 
highest academic 

degree to earn

2+ years (4-6 years) College or University



● Submit one application for all CSU’s; you will 

select the campuses that you want to apply to.

● You will report all A-G Classes and grades. 

● The CSU system decides if you get 4 application 

fee waivers. 

● Each campus application costs $70. 

● Apply from October 1-November 30 

California State University
2.5 GPA Minimum to apply



● Submit one application for all UC’s; you will select the 
campuses that you want to apply to.

● You will report all A-G classes and grades. 

● You will respond to 4 personal insight questions and 
you must elaborate on school/community activities and 
awards. 

● The UC system determines if you get 4 application fee 
waivers. 

● Each campus application costs $80. 

● Access to application portals starts  August 1,       
Submit between October 1- November 30. 

University of California (UC)
3.0 GPA Minimum to apply



● Most will require to apply on commonapp.org

● Application deadlines will vary

● Letters of recommendation are required

● Personal statements needed

● Minimum GPA’s will vary

● Costs for applications vary as well

Private Colleges

https://www.commonapp.org/


HBCU
There are 107 colleges in the United States that are identified 

by the US Department of Education as Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs).

WICHE 
The Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) is an 

agreement among the Western Interstate Commission for 
Higher Education’s (WICHE) 16 members, through which 
160+ participating public colleges and universities provide 
steep nonresident tuition savings for Western students. 

Click here for the full list of participating WUE schools!

https://www.wiche.edu/resources/wue-handout/
https://www.wiche.edu/resources/wue-handout/


 Military Academies 
United States Air force Academy

United States Coast Guard Academy 
United States Merchant Marine Academy

United States Military Academy (WestPoint)
United States Naval Academy 

Admission Criteria include: 
● High school academic performance
● Standardized test scores (SAT or ACT)
● Athletics and extracurricular activities
● Leadership experience and community involvement
● A congressional letter of recommendation 

          (not required by  the Coast Guard Academy)



Visit the College & 
Career Center and 

talk to Ms. Hamilton 
to see if you qualify 

for a fee waiver 



● Start applying in the Fall (October) 

● No minimum GPA requirement. 

● Applications are FREE. 

● Most Community Colleges have a Promise Program 

(i.e., Cerritos Complete - 2 Years Free) 

● They also have a variety of vocational/CTE  

certificate programs. 

Community Colleges



Certificate Programs and Yearly Incomes

Cerritos College
● Pharmacy Technician     $49,880

● Automotive Repair          $52,011

● Dental Assistant               $52,470

● Dental Hygienist           $118,330

https://www.cerritos.edu/cte/trade-

programs.htm

Fullerton College

● 3D Animation                                        $72,520
● Biotech Lab Technician                    $46,250
● Computer Programmer                   $64,123
● Cyber Security Technician              $54,628

https://cte.fullcoll.edu/

https://www.cerritos.edu/cte/trade-programs.htm
https://www.cerritos.edu/cte/trade-programs.htm
https://cte.fullcoll.edu/


Certificate Programs and Yearly Incomes

Rio Hondo 
● Welding                                                 $45,695

● Emergency Medical Tech.            $41,885

● Engineering Design                         $57,457 

Drafting Technician

https://www.riohondo.edu/career-and-technical-ed

ucation/

Long Beach College

● Fashion Designer                          $72,720

● Radio/ TV Performance             $49,480

● Medical Imaging Science           $58,210

https://www.lbcc.edu/career-technical-education

https://www.riohondo.edu/career-and-technical-education/
https://www.riohondo.edu/career-and-technical-education/
https://www.lbcc.edu/career-technical-education


Wildland Firefighter 
Apprenticeship Program
https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-wit
h-us/jobs/fire-apprentice

https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/

Job training in 81 industries, 
including Construction, Auto 
Diesel, and Plumbing.
https://losangeles.jobcorps.gov/

● Year long program provides young 
adults (18 – 25) years old a year of 
paid service to the State of CA.

● Provides housing 
● Work with environmental projects 

and respond to natural and 
man-made disasters.                                      

                      https://ccc.ca.gov/

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lacounty

Job Training

https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/jobs/fire-apprentice
https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/jobs/fire-apprentice
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/
https://losangeles.jobcorps.gov/
https://ccc.ca.gov/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lacounty


Reminder: CaliforniaColleges.edu 
is a tool you can use to: 

● Discover your interests and 
values

● Find careers, colleges, or 
training to reach your 
goals.

● Learn how to find money 
to pay for college.

● Launch college and 
financial aid applications.

● Monitor all your progress 
in one place.

CaliforniaColleges.edu



Researching Careers Using CaliforniaColleges.edu



*Once you complete the Personality Assessments within CaliforniaColleges.edu, the website 
will match you with careers that might be a good fit for you: 





Students can utilize 
the “compare” feature 

to compare and 
contrast two careers 

side by side 
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When you scroll down, you can learn about the Educational Level necessary for the career 

These are examples of college 
majors you can study to prepare 

for the career 

These links will take you to lists 
of colleges that offer the majors 

associated with the career 

You can use these lists to learn more about 
the colleges that will prepare you for the 

career of your choice! (Location, size, public 
vs. private, average tuition, acceptance rate.) 



Once you research careers that are of interest to you, you can “favorite” them by selecting the Heart 

Adding Careers to Your “My Careers List”

To access your favorite careers, click 
“My Career Plan” under “My Plan” at 

the top of the webpage



Now that we’ve looked at a few screenshots, let’s take a live look at the website! 

Live Demo

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/


Now let’s individually practice researching careers that you may be interested in!

Follow the steps below to complete today’s activity:

1. Go to CaliforniaColleges.edu and log in

○ Your username should be your NLMUSD student email (unless you’ve changed it)

○ If you’re not sure about your password, try nlmusd2026

2. Select the “Career Search Tool” under the Careers Tab

3. Search for a career by using Key Words or by Industry

4. Research one career and “heart” it to add it to your favorites

5. Discuss the career fact sheet with a partner (describe the career and why you chose it)

Student Activity (Part 1)



1. Go to the “Education Level” of your chosen career

2. Select “View Colleges” to see the list of colleges that offer majors/programs associated to the chosen career 

3. Build a College List by favoriting 3-5 colleges*

Student Activity (Part 2)

*You can access your 
favorited Colleges by 
clicking “My College 

Plan” under “My Plan”



● At the top of the website, type in “Building Your College List” into the search bar

○ Read the article to learn more! 

Student Activity (Part 3) 

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/building-your-college-list


We hope you learned more about your postsecondary options for life after high school and feel better 
equipped to utilize CaliforniaColleges.edu to research Careers & Colleges for your future!


