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Message from the Principal 

Hello KTA Families and Friends: 

 

HAPPY FRIENDSHIP DAY!  Here’s hoping you are enjoying this special and fun day.  This is quite a 

popular day on campus and the students enjoy wearing fun and colorful clothing, sharing treats and 

messages and having class celebrations.  As you celebrate this weekend, please remember that we 

have a three day weekend!  We celebrate Presidents Day on Monday February 17.  

  

As we mentioned last week, we had our KICK OFF for the KIDS HEART CHALLENGE  (K-5) in 

conjunction with the American Heart Association. This is an annual event where we focus on healthy 

habits such as exercise, good food choices, sleep, and avoidance of smoking and vaping.  We also 

highlight the impact that kids can have in their homes and families with learning hands-only CPR!  Doing 

FINN’s CHALLENGE teaches student that they can help to save lives!  Please review the information sent 

home in a flyer and also through emails from our office and your teachers, and info provided in links. 

WE HAVE A SCHOOL WIDE GOAL to raise $6000 to support the great work of the American Heart 

Association. Students can earn individual prizes in many ways….signing up, completing Finn’s 

Challenge, raising money from family members and friends and from participating as a class.   Please 

consider how your family your children can be involved.  Thank you!  
  

DID YOU KNOW that we do MANY things at KTA to recognize students and their achievements and 

accomplishments on campus??  HERE are some of the things we do to celebrate our students!! 

• Principal’s Lunch:  We have sessions monthly and quarterly for students identified and 

recommended in all grades K-8.  Students are identified by their teachers and recommended to 

the Principal.  Celebrations include a special lunch event, school store tickets and coupons, and 

coupons for free items from  local businesses such as Culvers, Canes or Pizza. 

• School Store:  Elementary and Middle School students each have their own school store 

opportunities! Students across all grade levels earn Tiger Stripes or Tiger Paws, which are small 

blue tickets. These are earned when they are ‘caught doing something good’ such as giving 

great effort in class, volunteering or sharing in class, helping out a friend or new students……the 

possibilities are endless. They accumulate these tickets and then turn them in to the elementary 



or middle school stores for fun school trinkets or items, or for middle schoolers, takis, chips, 

Gatorade, or other fun items like stickers, or free dress passes.  

• Student of the Quarter:  Each quarter our staff collectively selects a student from each grade 

to represent the amazing work of the grade. These students are recognized at the quarterly 

TIGER PRIDE PBIS assemblies in the gym.  They receive a certificate and coupons for local 

vendors. 

• In Class Recognitions:  Each class has ways that they recognize, acknowledge and reward 

positive academic and social behaviors.  Many classes use Class DOJO where they earn points as 

individuals or as a class.  Many classes have their own smaller stores or auctions, or ways to earn 

prizes or other fun things.  We appreciate that teachers go the extra mile to acknowledge and 

recognize their students.  

We have some fun upcoming events….mark your calendars now! 

Thursday February 27:  Quarter 3 BAND CONCERT 

Friday February 28:  PTO FAMILY GAME NIGHT in the MPR  (free! Snacks will be sold) 

  

Thank you for your continued support and collaboration. 

  

  

Marianne L. Lescher, Ph.D. 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

NO SCHOOL 

Monday, February 17  
  

Enjoy your three day weekend!!! 
 

 

  
 

 

 



  

Kyrene School District  

Community Education  
  

Saturday Academy 

  

To register, click here! 

  

Classes will be held here at KTA!.  

Four Saturdays.  

Pick three classes! 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

We are off to a great start.   

In just four days we making strides on our goals: 

• GOAL: Raise $6,000 - we are at 20% 

• GOAL: 18 Students complete FINN'S 

MISSION - 6 students so far  

Be sure to look in your child's backpack for Kids 

Heart Challenge information.  
  

 

 

  
 

 

 

SCHOOL QUALITY SURVEY 

  

It's almost time to share your voice!!!  The annual Kyrene School Quality Survey for Families opens on 

Wednesday, February 5th.  Your voice is critical to your children's education, the future of Kyrene 

School District, and Kyrene Traditional Academy.  That's why we need to hear from you!!!  Share 

feedback on academic preparation, student support, safety and behavior, family involvement, and 

school leadership in Kyrene.  The results will inform targeted action plans each school develops 

annually to make sure our schools are places where every student can thrive.  Parents should check 

their email for an invitation that will be send on February 5, or visit kyrene.org/parentqs to take the 

survey.  The survey will be offered in English and Spanish.  All responses are confidential and shared 

aggregated.   
 

 

  
 

 

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/UUqnWhqim5Tl0nqTikSmNA~~/AAAAARA~/35c9QhQzAwqDq52NdT-krVVhKS07uFuNMl4Ae2jVaS13Ffy5s_UvdiZGW0Wvi2wzxVh4uPr_DfU_qAI-beU6GgkgkVy0V_NIdxZuAKLK72Kba_mJjxPCaAADWKpFgGjqgkWmflixTIdIhxf9gLtDSLx5qOqY4IwOjcp4O0RlC-zW0K8fbNF6CFVXpGH25jIE
kyrene.org/parentqs


 

DEADLINE EXTENDED: February 28 
 

SMENCIL FUNDRAISER 

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) 
  

Each Smencil you buy helps us make a 

difference for our Kyrene Family Resource 

Center and community.  
  

Price:  $1.50  

On-Line Orders Only!!!  

Smencils will be delivered to classrooms in 

February. 
  

No scent options!!! Smencils will be distributed 

randomly. 
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

HYGIENE DRIVE  

KTA Student Council 

  

Proceeds will be donated to 

our Kyrene Family Resource 

Center 

  

Prizes for the 

Homeroom/Advisory with 

the most donations!!!! 
 

 

  
 

 

 



  

It’s Coming!  

The 2025 KTA Variety Show!! 

Starring….maybe you! 
  

Our annual Variety Show is a fun night of talent, 

food and fun! This year’s date is Wednesday, 

April 16.  We are looking for student acts for the 

show: music, magic, gymnastics, cheer, skits, 

dance—we’ve even had a yo-yo demonstration! 

  

Audition information can be found by clicking 

here.    
  

Deadline Extended:  Permission 

slips due on February 20!! 
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL  
  

March 10 - 14 

March 17 - 21  

March 24  
  

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

Quarter 3 Band Concert  

Thursday, February 27 

6:30 p.m.  

MPR  

Enter through the garden gates.  
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/mXKcD62IP4znf53WTyN9wQ~~/AAAAARA~/z2EINB9CMeDdmGSpIBvydNGn4mLLU0pwylG20vuvGqabgxKSYWlJoO0ID582cJUuquxxwBfnkYERz8givfOhbBbFXf-pgS2R1f-rEKJaaii_-S3IRozvRDnImrjQ7qe8PQh9WpADc8-2K6RTGDuhBNPs8y4hXD1gDIc-SIevO5K5XSRfpVZ1aJmEDiv9sDNl


  

$1 Free Dress  

MS Only 

Thursday, February 27 

  
  

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE  

DETAILS COMING SOON  

Friday, February 28 

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
  

Event is free, but snacks will be sold! 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

YEARBOOK ORDERS 

  

Order forms coming home soon! 

Deadline to order:  April 1, 2025 (no exceptions) 
  

Soft Cover:  $25  

Hard Cover:  $35 
  

Payment by cash or on-line!!!   

https://az-kyrene.intouchreceipting.com/ 
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8th Grade Only 

Yearbook Ads  
  

Parents - This is your opportunity to recognize 

and congratulate your 8th grade student.  
  

You design your own ad.  

$15  
  

Deadline:  February 24th  

Don't miss out1!!! 

Use QR Code or CLICK HERE 
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

Quarter 4 Sports Registration open 1/27   (registration ends March 7) 

Middle school Grades 6-8 only 

  

  

Fee to participate- $150 – Paid after tryouts are completed 

KTA -Boys Volleyball (cut sport) pay after tryouts 

Pueblo Middle School Track and Field (non-cut, payment due at registration) 

Pueblo Middle School  Boys Baseball (cut sport) pay after tryouts I'm a new Text block ready for your 

content. 
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Dear Kyrene Families, 

  

Earlier this school year, Kyrene schools began sending 

email notices when a student misses four or more days 

of school, whether excused or unexcused. The purpose 

of these messages is to extend an offer of support to 

families before a student’s absences become 

concerning. School districts are required by law to 

inform parents and guardians of the potential legal 

consequences of missing school. However, in Kyrene, 

our primary concerns are the potential learning 

consequences. The first graphic below shows how just a 

few days per month, over time, can add up to years of 

lost learning.   

  

To help families track attendance, Kyrene will send 

notices when a student reaches 4, 8 and 13 absences. If 

a student exceeds 18 absences, a more formal letter 

will be sent, but it is our goal to partner with families 

before that happens. Kyrene has just launched a new 

webpage with resources to help ensure students are 

able to maintain good attendance habits, including a 

"Too Sick for School" guide to help determine when to 

keep students home.  

  

We are committed to working with families to improve 

student attendance and academic success. We 

encourage you to monitor your child's attendance 

regularly and to reach out to your school principal if you 

need any assistance or support. 

  

Sincerely, 

Laura Toenjes, Superintendent 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

  

FEBRUARY  

  

February 14                            SPIRIT DAY: Friendship Day - wear pink/red/friendship theme 

February 17                            NO SCHOOL:  President's Day 

February 20                            Variety Show Permission Slips Due 

February 27                            MS $1 Free Dress Day  

February 28                            Family Game Night 
 

 

View Full Calendar  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/O8lsSJkZ9cqHVrkNUfwLUg~~/AAAAARA~/E3qXfYYsZV8jru7zV4YeFIUvO5o67j_VxESYyVXGFdv3QZnTLUq_dAVFzssTThdO59x6HapkUmzSbs7c8cnlqz7SfJXeLk-0XhhTS0gN9P-4e94I4HOi_D3kG33OdzJqAGpFSVm2KbkvI2FG_5L4ZV3PCwNKZrwTKfLo-fnUmzNOJb32kR8Gb2fyfPVLlwjhYlka_CfkHygp323YVIFyQNJe-7GFozzGxz4cdajO6zGJsM9he5JsOmiJzBzxZE_faRyBHAYDkeJGqsaGFkVGk4U-dQPhzct_uKNunc-nlXKaFO_dfTa7QQstvI2FPbY-TvAElpUQNQXYAY0cYUAEX7WZRZ99kEWtSBsof40WEanQnxUDAK5i2OtCNEe0qZ81
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/O8lsSJkZ9cqHVrkNUfwLUg~~/AAAAARA~/E3qXfYYsZV8jru7zV4YeFIUvO5o67j_VxESYyVXGFdv3QZnTLUq_dAVFzssTThdO59x6HapkUmzSbs7c8cnlqz7SfJXeLk-0XhhTS0gN9P-4e94I4HOi_D3kG33OdzJqAGpFSVm2KbkvI2FG_5L4ZV3PCwNKZrwTKfLo-fnUmzNOJb32kR8Gb2fyfPVLlwjhYlka_CfkHygp323YVIFyQNJe-7GFozzGxz4cdajO6zGJsM9he5JsOmiJzBzxZE_faRyBHAYDkeJGqsaGFkVGk4U-dQPhzct_uKNunc-nlXKaFO_dfTa7QQstvI2FPbY-TvAElpUQNQXYAY0cYUAEX7WZRZ99kEWtSBsof40WEanQnxUDAK5i2OtCNEe0qZ81
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ZWE5_ytH2bVUM68tOoY5fQ~~/AAAAARA~/FZ279byPhzlzJxDDHigt2u1QncaXstCADDGzz_ExFX7UaeyIJmolW23R4zCAZvNyq32A879whgczfLS-aBdYs9kl0MNBZiKcwv_lJ2nXKP3gXTE2cdnOm4ZK8wiviYrFjLVlfClqKEldMESmEWMK-ZimzsrB7LRHchH3k1DohNjaZtlX9DPujf8MjHIXAds-AqMGEp5q9jjDoTxYoT6APt5hh5-9hsgD-LLdxZpVORlI4equcwtKahO90AZe0uDoeoXiVIf9k7nzGPo9ymDEC1mfn6OCJGm4h__JM3UN9etju8FAtXli2LGdVHclmYBs6BX4MLdEmC7P526AGmbz0LrJRh6Sln05FTrLE5Bo9baz2reXfTNpxf5Pb_EU2lZ77aRBWZWfgKwp06uQJTC_0M_X_ulRVAJU4ugXrEb7trZ2TyuyU1sQ3XgY3xuysmMOq48B3aRcalnmLH_RHhRv2lWCxX9WI3kUv_ZGHAZPv1OggpgjG_VPxA2X2Au-NIwialpMU6k-6FWdfJFdEWIrwEor_KZes-cWvJCiTOnSt_s~
https://kta.kyrene.org/calendar
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/hGdZfveHNof20SobgHXGJQ~~/AAAAARA~/IJDbTkFiZr6iX4ffm2Dcy4oZaqyhCkyj-XC-wfuw1c6cImJUksvwFFOIzLbAkic_ptr7J7YhtaLmKSVDeFU6QlDTvLo_FZOlVdwkWnvL78yky3NevOEbUCgPQY68Yt7W


  
 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

  

6-8 English Language Arts Curriculum Adoption Review 

  

The Kyrene School Board approved a 60-day review of middle school 6-8 grade 

English language arts (ELA) curriculum resources.  As part of the public review 

process, the curriculum materials and digital resources from the selected 

vendors will be available at our middle school campuses and the Kyrene District 

Office throughout the review process.  

The on-site curriculum materials review will be available from November 

20, 2024 - February 24, 2025. 

  

Parents and community members may visit a Kyrene middle school to review 

materials in person.  Please bring a photo ID and sign in at the front office to 

review on-site materials.  School staff will direct you to the location of the 

onsite materials.  Digital curriculum materials are available online using the 

links and login information in the table below.  There are also video vendor 

presentations available to review.    

  

You may access the 6-8 English Language Arts Curriculum review 

document to assist you when reviewing each program.    

  

To provide feedback on the MS ELA Curriculum resources, complete the 6-

8 ELA 60-day Review Survey 
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/tWqaetaQwmUNL7wgEyFWHA~~/AAAAARA~/OIipaNy_pr8yqYYPi4MJlIMFW6mjUz1VeHVmpiQJueAZqN49A_6HJTfhGZ_5qtS7-n3zWastRNi0mR_dwZg16Dm9KUwIFWugmuQQj1xgy5kamMtifUumBySWq_cDXflY
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/tWqaetaQwmUNL7wgEyFWHA~~/AAAAARA~/OIipaNy_pr8yqYYPi4MJlIMFW6mjUz1VeHVmpiQJueAZqN49A_6HJTfhGZ_5qtS7-n3zWastRNi0mR_dwZg16Dm9KUwIFWugmuQQj1xgy5kamMtifUumBySWq_cDXflY
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/tWqaetaQwmUNL7wgEyFWHA~~/AAAAARA~/OIipaNy_pr8yqYYPi4MJlIMFW6mjUz1VeHVmpiQJueAZqN49A_6HJTfhGZ_5qtS7-n3zWastRNi0mR_dwZg16Dm9KUwIFWugmuQQj1xgy5kamMtifUumBySWq_cDXflY


  

Raising a Reader is a national program designed to educate parents 

and caregivers about the importance of early literacy skills and how 

they can help build these skills in their young children to help them 

enter school ready to learn.  
  

Parents attend eight weekly early literacy workshops with their 

children 0-5 years old.  Families who participate in the program 

receive 12 quality children's books to build their home libraries and 

are connected to local resources.  
  

Southwest Human Development coordinates Raising a Reader 

through schools, community centers, libraries, apartment 

communities, and other convenient locations.  All interested 

parents and caregivers are encouraged to learn more and sign up 

today. 
  

SWHD.org/rar 
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

The Kyrene School District is pleased to continue the successful Positive 

Parenting Series this school year, focusing on issues that affect families both at 

school and at home. We hope you can join us. 

  

Feb. 12 – Be in the Know: Substance Use Prevention 

  

Be in the Know: Substance Use Prevention 

Participants will learn facts, trends, signs of use, causes of death, and 

resources for preventing and intervening. 

  

Presenter: Stephanie Siete 

  

Date and Time:  February 12, 2025 @ 6:00-7:00pm    Location:   Zoom 

Registration & Zoom Link 
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/nkZ_J6ZeB8u4yb3fjs1UBw~~/AAAAARA~/Jc6rOiDaY0yQp4Rq_jmUkjpQi_HUlHvW3GrLx37YUQSwWlJ7qQzd7GxSYBqG1KesVuWxYhsnmuW_CwsXm46J8Bd_pbGZBJP7R7ZKF5isfVGu92wKD3qELzW1PkBwECUl_qV8uQlK-AwDEF9XBCMSmPQhTQmhwphTdtLSMJ6s4dP5Hp0JouSjTdzMpBOFWYU2pkLLFc76p7FlHn9dAOSCO8btT8Dr21-Qlm2iTEqBHrLmWo7EJId153hwhcPsyf7vFpGe9Z6gvDWCBbkw147-oDk_0zTo4Iv9nzEVbgokEm7XviEgtziZye1cruXauYQG6yVckXhvtwNIY276KaY4NNohOLA7JWehT0BmEUtkloHm0i6eNiqo4dkYzKRuPbAW7wI9BEOyrohmzQz0R-uNWQ~~


  

 

  
 

 

 

  
 

Contact Us 
 

 

Kyrene Traditional Academy 

3375 W. Galveston St. 

Chandler, AZ 85226 

 

Phone: 480-541-5400 

Fax: 480-541-5410 

Attendance: 480-541-5401 
 

School Hours: 7:25 am – 2:15 pm 
Wednesday 7:25 am - 12:15 pm 

 

Office Hours: 7:00 am – 3:30 pm 
Wednesday 7:00 am - 1:30 pm 
 

 

A+ School of Excellence™ 
         

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/IbvJvm2pTGkwzgH5Tf31ww~~/AAAAARA~/7YoevOlEaf5VcPghRfXEev7uSiKPWFF-BZoAGfhVzBPRVhdNkMYS26MleM41bBRKx5qV-1H8009CbaYm63CzaFUsEyGreyc1tInbx2-9HbmHDWoZA14-HWhgv_bHljDoefHUaBEBjQYuAKvkm0lNLg~~
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