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Creative Writing

asfaschool.org/creative-writing

The ASFA Creative Writing department offers Alabama's best young writers an extended course of
study in the literary arts that is nearly unparalleled in its rigor and scope at the scholastic level.
Through continuous reading, writing, revision, and peer critiques, ASFA writers discover and
develop their individual artistic voices, producing poems, stories, scripts, and essays of
exceptionally high literary merit.

ASFA-CW students have received numerous awards in regional and national writing competitions,
including the Alabama Writers' Forum's Literary Arts Awards, the National Foundation for
Advancement in the Arts' youngARTS program, the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, and the U.S.
Presidential Scholars in the Arts program.

That said, our students do more than simply produce noteworthy work during their time here.

Our ultimate goal is to help ASFA-CW students develop a sustainable writing practice that can last
a lifetime. ASFA-CW alumni have also published their work widely and served in editorial roles

at The New Yorker, Cosmopolitan, Oxford American, Tin House, Gulf Stream, and Washington Square.
They have also received a range of notable writing-related honors, including a Rona Jaffe Award, an
individual artist's fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts, a Kundiman fellowship, a
Tennessee Williams fellowship to the Sewanee Writers’ Conference, and inclusion in the Best
American Poetry and Best New Poets anthologies.

Extracurricular Activities
Outreach Program - Juniors and seniors have the opportunity to work in our outreach program to

Birmingham-area elementary schools. At least six times a year, our students go out into the
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community to teach basic writing skills to fourth and fifth grade students in a relaxed and fun
environment.

Student Readings - Each year, all ASFA-CW students give a public reading of their work on campus,
and they submit their work for inclusion in Cadence.

Contests and Publications - Throughout the school year, all students submit the best of their works
to various literary contests and literary publications. The contests range from local competitions
to regional and national competitions, some of which offer substantial monetary awards. The
department has a long history of success with submissions, so preparing the work for submission
is a departmental priority.

Juries and Senior Requirements

Semester Juries - The Semester Jury constitutes a final examination in Fiction/Poetry/Special
Topics workshops. Accordingly, Semester Juries are one-fifth (20%) of the semester grade
average. Semester Juries consist of revised and edited work, representing the best of what the
students have produced during the semester. Workshop juries are evaluated by the individual
workshop instructor in terms of literary merit, technical prowess, creativity, and overall
improvement, among other expectations.

Senior Requirements - During the fall semester, creative writing seniors must complete a Senior
Thesis Project, consisting of a substantial manuscript of poetry, fiction, non-fiction, or various
combinations of all three genres.

During the spring semester, seniors host senior readings and receptions at the end of the

year. Typically, two seniors will read together and coordinate to plan the reception in close
supervision by the creative writing chairperson. Each senior should be prepared to read from 20 to
30 minutes worth of material that represents a wide range of the student’s work. Instructors
evaluate the readings in terms of preparation, work quality, and performance.

In addition, during the spring semester, each senior serves as editor on Cadence, ASFA’s award-
winning literary anthology. The senior editors are responsible for collecting, editing, and
publishing student work of literary merit from the department. Senior students set a production
schedule and follow that schedule all the way to publication.

Seniors must successfully complete all projects to graduate.

Workshops

Introduction to Fiction Workshop | Introduction to Poetry Workshop
For 7-8th Grade Students (and New 9th Grade Students)
e Focus: Generating work in different forms and genres; reading advanced (but age-
appropriate) poetry and literary fiction these students probably wouldn’t read on their own;
getting comfortable sharing, analyzing, and talking about peer works in progress in
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a supportive, encouraging environment—i.e., strong emphasis will be placed on describing
the work and appreciating its strengths.

Fiction Workshop | Poetry Workshop
(For 9-12th Grade Students)

e Focus: Generating original new work; sharing, analyzing, and talking about peer works in
progress in a supportive, constructively critical environment. Readings will
augment/amplify concepts addressed in workshop; outside reading load should be kept
relatively low—i.e., generally speaking, packets of exemplary individual poems,
short stories, and/or craft essays that can be read in a single sitting,

Forms Courses

Forms of Fiction | Forms of Poetry (Prosody) | Forms of Creative Nonfiction
(For 9-10th Grade Students and New 11th Grade Students)

e Focus: Reading and analyzing a range of primarily contemporary (late 20th C. to present)
literature within a given genre in order to give younger high school students a more
extensive background and vocabulary in literary writing. Students will generate a fair
amount of critical/analytical writing in response to course readings as they also create new
work modeled after the course texts and in response to course concepts. This is not a
workshop; students will not be required to regularly critique peer works in progress for
Forms courses. The emphasis will instead be on exposing students to new texts, authors,
and concepts, and for students to think critically about the material and to experiment
with using course materials as new models for their own work without too much concern
for how those experiments will be received by an audience.

Practicums

ASFA-CW Practicums are project-based courses designed to give upper-level ASFA-CW students
(11-12th Grade) the opportunity to make practical application of what they have learned in our
program. Equal parts seminar, independent study, and internship, these courses require students
to take responsibility for their own creative process while also working side-by-side (and
sometimes in collaboration with) other students.

Practicum |
e Focus: “Authorship” and the individual writer’s life, with special attention on helping

students plan for and begin to develop an autonomous writing life that can last beyond
their time at ASFA. Topics for discussion will include the pros and cons of submitting work
for contests and publication; a general overview of the “business” of writing; exploring
different publication venues and contest opportunities; and striking the proper balance
between nurturing a healthy, sustainable writing process and publishing and promoting
finished work. There is also a college advising component to this course, with an eye toward
preparing students for their continued study of writing at the collegiate level (and
beyond). Finally, students in this course are expected to make progress on an extended
chapbook-length (or longer) project that will (or could) serve as their senior thesis, and
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therefore the group will periodically discuss the challenges/discoveries inherent in
that process.

Practicum Il

e Focus: The writer’s role in creative communities and the world at large, with special
attention to literary editing and arts advocacy. Against a backdrop of course
texts/materials that provoke thought about the role of the arts/artists in society, students
will produce the award-winning ASFA-CW literary magazine, Cadence; curate the
department's annual 3-D Poetry Exhibit; and develop content for the ASFA-CW blog. They
will also coordinate and implement an annual fundraising event for the department
and plan a literary-arts based outreach activity for the following year's ASFA MAD Day.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
Each year, all ASFA-CW students give a public reading of their work on campus, and they

submit their work for inclusion in Cadence. Students are also required to submit and defend a
thesis of original creative work during their senior year.
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http://www.asfa-cw.org/

Dance

asfaschool.org/dance

The ASFA Dance Department curriculum is currently grounded in the philosophy of the
Revolutionary Principles of Movement (RPM). RPM focuses on research-based kinesiology while
emphasizing the inherent joy of movement and self-expression in dance. Multiple dance forms,
repertoire and somatic practice round out the class offerings and a registered physical therapist
and nutritionist are on staff. Juniors and seniors take a professional dance practicum which
includes dance history, composition, a broad survey of the field investigating career and higher
education opportunities, and essential elements of production. Senior year culminates in a unique
student-created and choreographed performance. Learn more at https://rpm.dance

Value Statement (updated Fall 2023)

The ASFA Dance Department is a pre-professional training program reflective of the 21st century
and the call for a more open learning environment. Rooted in research-based kinesiology, the
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