
 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Springfield Public Schools 
 Springfield, New Jersey 07081 

 Music Production 
 Lab II 

 Curriculum Guide 

 2025 

 This curriculum may be modified through varying materials, techniques, and 
 strategies as per an individual student’s IEP. 

 Springfield Board of Education 
 Approved February 24, 2025 

 0 







 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Springfield Public Schools 
 Springfield, New Jersey 

 Rachel Goldberg 
 Superintendent of Schools 

 Erica Scudero 
 Assistant Superintendent 

 Curriculum Developed By: 

 Dr. Norman Francis, Principal 

 Ashley Bauers, Department Coordinator 

 Ben Krupit, Teacher 

 1 



 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Unit Overview Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Mixing, Plug-ins, 

 Automations 
 Unit Summary:  Students will reacquaint themselves  with fundamental terminology and concepts 
 relating to music literacy. Students will explore fundamentals of sound and digital synthesis in ways 
 that are beneficial to modern pop music production. Students will demonstrate the ability to play 
 fundamental rhythmic and pitch patterns on the keyboard and using other applicable instruments. 
 Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 21  st  Century Themes:  X  Creativity and Innovation    Critical Thinking and Problem Solving    ICT Literacy 
 X  Information Literacy  X  Life and Career Skills    Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy 
 Unit Rationale:  This unit will provide students with foundational knowledge and work on relevant 

 skill sets that will set them up for success in future lessons. Students will continue 
 to use keyboard skills and music literacy concepts throughout the course. 
 Additionally, by cultivating these fundamental music concepts, students will be able 
 to develop a common vocabulary for collaboration with musicians. 

 Career Readiness (Standard 9):  9.2. 9.4 

 Learning Targets 
 Standards:  1.3B, 1.3E, SEL.PK12.1, SEL.PK12.2, SEL.PK12.3, SEL.PK12.4, SEL.PK12.5 
 Content Statements: 
 Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 
 Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products. 
 Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products. 
 Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create 
 products. 
 Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts 
 to deepen understanding. 
 Core Idea: There are strategies to improve one’s professional value and marketability. 
 Core Idea: An individual’s income and benefit needs and financial plan can change over time. 
 Core Idea: Digital tools differ in features, capacities, and styles. Knowledge of different digital tools is 
 helpful in selecting the best tool for a given task. 
 Core Idea: Collaborative digital tools can be used to access, record and share different viewpoints and 
 to collect and tabulate the views of groups of people. 
 SEL.PK-12.1: Self-Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.2: Self-Management 
 SEL.PK-12.3: Social Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.4: Responsible Decision-Making 
 SEL.PK-12.5: Relationship Skills 
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 CPI#:  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI): 
 1.3E.12 acc.Cr1a  Generate melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for compositions or 

 improvisations using digital tools and resources. 
 1.3E.12 acc.Cr3b  Share compositions and improvisations that demonstrate musical and 

 technological craftsmanship as well as the use of digital and/or analog tools 
 and resources in developing and organizing musical ideas. 

 1.3E.12 acc.Cn10a  Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices 
 and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music. 

 1.3B.12 acc.Re9a  Explain the effectiveness of the technical and expressive aspects of selected 
 music and performances, demonstrating understanding of music theory as 
 well as compositional techniques and procedures. 

 1.3B.12 acc.Cn11a  Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other 
 arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

 9.2.12.CAP.1  Analyze unemployment rates for workers with different levels of education and 
 how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time period are affected 
 by a recession. 

 9.2.12.CAP.12  Explain how compulsory government programs (e.g., Social Security, 
 Medicare) provide insurance against some loss of income and benefits to 
 eligible recipients. 

 9.4.12.TL.2  Generate data using formula-based calculations in a spreadsheet and draw 
 conclusions about the data. 

 9.4.12.TL.3  Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative 
 environments. 

 SEL.PK-12.1.1  Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts 
 SEL.PK-12.1.2  Recognize the impact of one’s feelings and thoughts on one’s own behavior 
 SEL.PK-12.1.3  Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths and limitations 
 SEL.PK-12.1.4  Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and 

 challenges 
 SEL.PK-12.2.1  Understand and practice strategies for managing one’s own emotions, 

 thoughts and behaviors 
 SEL.PK-12.2.2  Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational 

 goals 
 SEL.PK-12.2.3  Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative 

 methods to achieve one’s goals 
 SEL.PK-12.3.1  Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings and perspectives of others 
 SEL.PK-12.3.2  Demonstrate and awareness of the differences among individuals, groups and 

 others’ cultural backgrounds 
 SEL.PK-12.3.3  Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when 

 viewpoints differ 
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 SEL.PK-12.3.4  Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a 
 variety of settings 

 SEL.PK-12.4.1  Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking 
 skills 

 SEL.PK-12.4.2  Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make 
 constructive choices 

 SEL.PK-12.4.3  Evaluate personal, ethical, safety and civic impact of decisions 
 SEL.PK-12.5.1  Establish and maintain healthy relationships 
 SEL.PK-12.5.2  Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with 

 others 
 SEL.PK-12.5.3  Identify ways to resist inappropriate social pressure 
 SEL.PK-12.5.4  Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in 

 constructive ways 
 SEL.PK-12.5.5  Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when 

 needed 
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 Unit Essential Questions: 
 ●  How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 ●  How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work? 
 ●  How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)? 
 ●  How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing, and responding? 

 Unit Enduring Understandings: 
 ●  The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety 

 of sources. 
 ●  Musicians evaluate, and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 

 application of appropriate criteria. 
 ●  The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is informed by analysis, 

 interpretation, and established criteria. 
 ●  Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 

 performing, and responding. 
 Unit Learning Targets: 

  Students will demonstrate understanding of the  key aspects of the musical staff, including but not 
 limited to pitch and rhythmic notation. Students will be able to discuss the form of popular music 
 examples and apply understanding of form and phrase to original works. 

 Evidence of Learning 
 Summative Assessment:  30 days 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, Garageband, Piano Keyboard, Recording Studio Hardware 
 Teacher Resources:  Musictheory.net, berkleeshares.com, youtube 
 Formative Assessments:     

 ●  Rubric-based project assessments 
 ●  Online assessments 
 ●  Paper-and-pencil assessments 
 ●  Class discussion 
 ●  Periodic in-class workshopping to embellish understanding 
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 Lesson Plans 
 Lesson  Time Frame 

 Lesson 1  Sound Fundamentals  30 days 

 Lesson 2  Meter  30 days 

 Lesson 3  Rhythm Master Loop Assignment  30 days 

 Teacher Notes:        
 Students will be developing their music fundamentals, and are encouraged to collaborate with the 
 teacher and one another as much as necessary. 
 Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources: 
 Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 
 www.musictheory.net 
 www.berkleeshares.com 
 www.sonymusic.com 
 www.bulletproofmusician.com 
 www.youtube.com 
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 Lesson Plan 1 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Sound 

 Fundamentals 
 Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
   Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
   Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration    Media Literacy  x  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  demonstrate 

 understanding of the 
 fundamentals of sound 
 production 

 ●  define the relationship 
 between rhythm and 
 pitch 

 ●  analyze waveforms 
 ●  modify digital sounds 

 using the equalizer to 
 affect the timbre of  a sine 
 wave      

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Discussion: sound 

 production. 
 2.  Demonstration: bass 

 drum periodicity activity. 
 3.  Creating intervals using 

 bass drum waveforms 
 4.  Sine wave discussion 
 5.  Timbre/EQ activity 

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students have freedom of choice as to how to manipulate a given sound      
 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes 
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 Lesson Plan 2 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Meter  Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
   Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving    Information Literacy 
   Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration    Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  C  areer Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  demonstrate 

 understanding of the 
 concept of meter 

 ●  correctly identify the 
 meter of popular songs 

 ●  correctly convert time 
 signatures into meter 
 types and vice versa 

 ●  demonstrate 
 understanding of how 
 application of rhythm 
 and meter can be 
 beneficial in a career path 
 of a studio 
 musician/producer        

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Discussion: meter, 

 guided listening 
 2.  Understanding measures 

 and patterns of strong 
 and weak beats 

 3.  Understanding 
 subdivision: simple vs 
 compound. 

 4.  Guided listening 
 5.  Wrap-up activity: Time 

 signatures      

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students may choose music to listen to for these assignments  

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes  
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 Lesson Plan 3 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Rhythm Master 

 Loop Assignment 
 Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness  X  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
   Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration    Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  correctly perform 

 teacher-generated 
 rhythmic patterns into 
 GarageBand using a 
 MIDI controller 

 ●  correctly identify the 
 percussion MIDI 
 keymapping for bass, 
 snare and hi hat 

 ●  quantize rhythmic 
 passages 

 ●  correctly perform the C 
 Pentatonic Scale using 
 the piano keyboard 

 ●  compose a 16 measure 
 loop of music that utilizes 
 pre-composed musical 
 phrases 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Rhythm review:play 

 through exercises 
 2.  Project prompt 

 discussion, then students 
 begin recording. 

 3.  Continued 
 mini-workshops as 
 students work. 

 4.  Discussion and 
 demonstration: C 
 Pentatonic Scale 

 5.  Students continue 
 working on projects.     

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students may work independently or alone. Students will compose unique projects given their style 
 and approach to the music 

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes  
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 Lesson Reflection 
 Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson  Strongly, Moderately  or  Weakly 
 meets the criteria below. 
 Lesson Activities  Strongly  Moderately  Weakly 
 Are challenging  Strongly  and require higher order  thinking and 
 problem solving skills  X 

 Allow for student choice  X 

 Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills  X 

 Integrate global perspectives  X 

 Integrate 21st century skills  X 
 Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and transfer of 
 knowledge and skills  X 
 Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, 
 creativity and innovation skills  X 
 Are varied to address different student learning styles and 
 preferences  X 

 Are differentiated based on student needs  X 
 Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and 
 co-learner during the teaching and learning process  X 
 Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skills and 
 progress in meeting learning goals and objectives  X 

 Provide opportunities for student reflection and self- assessment  X 
 Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet the 
 varying needs of learners  X 

 Curriculum Design Template 

 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Mixing, 
 Plug-Ins, 
 Automations 

 Created:  Ben Krupit  Board Approved on:  Type Here 
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 Unit Overview Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Scales and Melody 
 Unit Summary:  This unit continues developing students’  facilities with regards to scales, intervals and 
 key centers. Students will be able to perform a variety of scales on the keyboard and/or their primary 
 instrument, as well as calculate and perform diatonic intervals. Students will be able to identify and 
 construct all 12 major and minor keys. All of these elements are found in popular music (and other 
 musics), and by identifying and analyzing them, students will be able to better understand the music 
 they hear and the music they make. 
 Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:  Computer Science  and Design Thinking, Career Readiness 
 21  st  Century Themes  X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving    ICT Literacy 
 X  Information Literacy  X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy 
 Unit Rationale:  In this unit, students will continue to build upon their keyboard and music theory 

 skills by developing an understanding of how melodies are constructed from scales 
 and intervals. By developing an understanding of keys and key signatures, as well as 
 some understanding of relationships between the keys, students will be able to 
 compose more musically-grounded and effective melodies for their songs. 

 Career Readiness (Standard 9):  9.2. 9.4 

 Learning Targets 
 Standards:  1.3B, 1.3E, 8.2, SEL.PK12.1, SEL.PK12.2, SEL.PK12.3, SEL.PK12.4, SEL.PK12.5 
 Content Statements: 
 Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas. 
 Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work. 
 Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art. 
 Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products. 
 Core Idea: Engineering design is a complex process in which creativity, content knowledge, research, 
 and analysis are used to address local and global problems. 
 Core Idea: Career planning requires purposeful planning based on research, self-knowledge, and 
 informed choices. 
 Core Idea: Securing an income involve an understanding of the costs and time in preparing for a 
 career field, interview and negotiation skills, job searches, resume development, prior experience, and 
 vesting and retirement plans. 
 Core Idea: Digital tools differ in features, capacities, and styles. Knowledge of different digital tools is 
 helpful in selecting the best tool for a given task. 
 Core Idea: Collaborative digital tools can be used to access, record and share different viewpoints and 
 to collect and tabulate the views of groups of people. 
 SEL.PK-12.1: Self-Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.2: Self-Management 
 SEL.PK-12.3: Social Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.4: Responsible Decision-Making 
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 SEL.PK-12.5: Relationship Skills 
 CPI#:  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI): 
 1.3B.12acc.Cr2b  Describe and explain the development of sounds and musical ideas in drafts of 

 music within a variety of simple or moderately complex forms (e.g., binary, rondo, 
 ternary). 

 1.3B.12acc.Pr4a  Identify and select specific passages, sections, or movements in musical works 
 that express personal experiences and interests, moods, visual images, concepts, 
 texts, or storylines in simple forms (e.g., as binary, ternary, rondo) or moderately 
 complex forms. 

 1.3B.12acc.Pr6b  Explain how compositions are appropriate for both audience and context, and 
 how this will shape future compositions. 

 1.3E.12 acc.Re9a  Apply criteria to evaluate music based on analysis, interpretation, artistic intent, 
 digital, electronic, and analog features, and musical qualities. 

 8.2.12.ED.1  Use research to design and create a product or system that addresses a problem 
 and make modifications based on input from potential consumers. 

 9.2.12.CAP.5  Assess and modify a personal plan to support current interests and postsecondary 
 plans. 

 9.2.12.CAP.14  Analyze and critique various sources of income and available 
 resources (e.g., financial assets, property, and transfer payments) and how they 
 may substitute for earned income. 

 9.4.12.TL.1  Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and 
 utility for accomplishing a specific task (e.g., W.11-12.6.). 

 9.4.12.TL.4  Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds to 
 analyze and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 7.1.AL.IPERS.6) 

 SEL.PK-12.1.1  Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts 
 SEL.PK-12.1.2  Recognize the impact of one’s feelings and thoughts on one’s own behavior 
 SEL.PK-12.1.3  Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths and limitations 
 SEL.PK-12.1.4  Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and 

 challenges 
 SEL.PK-12.2.1  Understand and practice strategies for managing one’s own emotions, thoughts 

 and behaviors 
 SEL.PK-12.2.2  Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational 

 goals 
 SEL.PK-12.2.3  Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative 

 methods to achieve one’s goals 
 SEL.PK-12.3.1  Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings and perspectives of others 
 SEL.PK-12.3.2  Demonstrate and awareness of the differences among individuals, groups and 

 others’ cultural backgrounds 
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 SEL.PK-12.3.3  Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints 
 differ 

 SEL.PK-12.3.4  Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety 
 of settings 

 SEL.PK-12.4.1  Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking 
 skills 

 SEL.PK-12.4.2  Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make 
 constructive choices 

 SEL.PK-12.4.3  Evaluate personal, ethical, safety and civic impact of decisions 
 SEL.PK-12.5.1  Establish and maintain healthy relationships 
 SEL.PK-12.5.2  Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others 
 SEL.PK-12.5.3  Identify ways to resist inappropriate social pressure 
 SEL.PK-12.5.4  Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in 

 constructive ways 
 SEL.PK-12.5.5  Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed 

 Unit Essential Questions: 
 ●  How do musicians make creative decisions? 
 ●  How do performers select repertoire? 
 ●  When is a performance judged ready to present? How do context and the manner in which 

 musical work is presented influence audience response? 
 ●  How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)? 

 Unit Enduring Understandings: 
 ●  Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive intent. 
 ●  Musicians judge performance based on criteria that vary across time, place, and cultures. The 

 context and how a work is presented influence the audience response. 
 ●  Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, understanding of their own technical 

 skill, and the context for a performance influence the selection of repertoire. 
 ●  The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is informed by analysis, 

 interpretation, and established criteria. 
 Unit Learning Targets: 

 Students will identify, construct and perform a  variety of scales in all 12 keys on the piano 
 keyboard. Students will analyze musical works in terms of key, interval, pitch collection and scale. 
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 Evidence of Learning 
 Summative Assessment:  30 days 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, Garageband, Piano Keyboard, Recording Studio Hardware 
 Teacher Resources:  Musictheory.net, berkleeshares.com, YouTube 
 Formative Assessments:     

 ●  Rubric-based project assessments 
 ●  Online assessments 
 ●  Paper-and-pencil assessments 
 ●  Class discussion 
 ●  Periodic in-class workshopping to embellish understanding 
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 Lesson Plans 
 Lesson  Time Frame 

 Lesson 1  Keys and the Circle of Fifths  30 days 

 Lesson 2  Minor Scales  30 days 

 Lesson 3  Melodic Analysis  30 days 

 Teacher Notes:        
 This unit is intended to enrich the students' understanding of the various ways one can make music 
 using the Macs and GarageBand. 
 Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources: 
 Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 
 www.musictheory.net 
 www.berkleeshares.com 
 www.sonymusic.com 
 www.bulletproofmusician.com 
 www.youtube.com 
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 Lesson Plan 1 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Keys and the Circle 

 of Fifths 
 Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  correctly identify all the 

 major and minor keys in 
 the circle of fifths 

 ●  correctly identify aurally 
 whether or not a music 
 example is in a major or 
 minor key 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  About keys 
 2.  The Circle of Fifths - 

 Major Keys 
 3.  Guided practice on 

 Musictheory.net 
 4.  Major keys vs. minor keys 

 a.  Parallel and 
 relative 
 relationships 

 5.  Circle of Fifths - Minor 
 Keys 

 6.  Guided practice on 
 Musictheory.net 

 7.  Guided listening - major 
 keys vs. minor keys 

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students may develop unique methods to memorize the circle of fifths. 

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes 
 ●  Teacher-generated and student-generated music examples    
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 Lesson Plan 2 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Minor Scales  Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Computer Science 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  correctly transpose 

 melodies from major to 
 parallel minor mode 

 ●  utilize DAW software to 
 appropriately program 
 music that applies a given 
 minor mode 

 ●  apply 
 algorithmically-generated 
 harmonies to an original 
 work 

 ●  collaboratively refine 
 aforementioned work 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  About minor scales 
 2.  Conversion from major to 

 parallel minor 
 3.  In DAW - perform using 

 live input, program music 
 using MIDI editor 

 4.  Compare and contrast 
 methods. 

 5.  Discussion: Which 
 method is preferable for 
 this scenario?    

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students may work alone or together in guided practice. Teacher may run mini-workshops on 
 keyboard skills     

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes    
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 Lesson Plan 3 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Melodic Analysis  Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Computer Science 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  analyze pop song 

 melodies using scale 
 degrees 

 ●  identify patterns in pop 
 song melodies with 
 regards to melodic 
 contour 

 ●  utilize DAW software to 
 visually illustrate melodic 
 contour in music 
 examples 

 ●  identify patterns in pop 
 song melodies with 
 regards to pitch 
 collection 

 ●  analyze a musical score 
 including a pop song 
 melody     

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Teacher-generated music 

 example for analysis: 
 “Single Ladies” by 
 Beyonce 

 2.  Analysis of the melody 

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation:  Students may choose a song to analyze,  Students may work alone or in groups, 
 Teacher may break-out into mini-workshops to address skills    
 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes  
 ●  Teacher-generated musical examples 
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 Lesson Reflection 
 Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson  Strongly, Moderately  or  Weakly 
 meets the criteria below. 
 Lesson Activities  Strongly  Moderately  Weakly 
 Are challenging  Strongly  and require higher order  thinking and 
 problem solving skills  X 

 Allow for student choice  X 

 Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills  X 

 Integrate global perspectives  X 

 Integrate 21st century skills  X 
 Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and transfer of 
 knowledge and skills  X 
 Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, 
 creativity and innovation skills  X 
 Are varied to address different student learning styles and 
 preferences  X 

 Are differentiated based on student needs  X 
 Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and 
 co-learner during the teaching and learning process  X 
 Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skills and 
 progress in meeting learning goals and objectives  X 

 Provide opportunities for student reflection and self- assessment  X 
 Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet the 
 varying needs of learners  X 

 Curriculum Design Template 

 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Scales  and 
 Melody 

 Created:  Ben Krupit  Board Approved on:  Type Here 
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 Unit Overview Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Orchestration, 

 Mixing, 
 Mastering, Triads, 
 Diatonic Harmony 

 Unit Summary:  Students will continue to add to their  music theory and literacy toolbox, while shifting 
 focus to more creative projects during this unit. Students will apply diatonic triads to musical 
 arrangements, based on the scaffolding from previous units: key center, scales and melodic analysis. 
 Students will apply their understanding of melodic and harmonic structure to projects that further 
 explore unique sonic landscapes. 
 Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness,  Computer Science 
 21  st  Century Themes  X  Creativity and Innovation    Critical Thinking and Problem Solving    ICT Literacy 
 X  Information Literacy    Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy 
 Unit Rationale:  This unit provides students with an opportunity to use their music theory tools to 

 explore more creative settings. By understanding chords and diatonic harmony as 
 well as key center and previously covered material such as meter, rhythm and form, 
 students may begin to create more in-depth and interesting works. 

 Career Readiness (Standard 9):  9.2. 9.4 

 Learning Targets 
 Standards:  1.3B, 1.3E, 8.2, SEL.PK12.1, SEL.PK12.2, SEL.PK12.3, SEL.PK12.4, SEL.PK12.5 
 Content Statements: 

 Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products. 
 Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art. 
 Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products. 
 Anchor Standard 8: Interpreting intent and meaning. 
 Core Idea: Engineering design is a complex process in which creativity, 
 content knowledge, research, and analysis are used to address local and 
 global problems. 
 Core Idea: Career planning requires purposeful planning based on research, 
 self-knowledge, and informed choices. 
 Core Idea: There are ways to assess a business’s feasibility and risk and to 
 align it with an individual’s financial goals. 
 Core Idea: Digital tools differ in features, capacities, and styles. Knowledge of 
 different digital tools is helpful in selecting the best tool for a given task. 
 Core Idea: Collaborative digital tools can be used to access, record and share 
 different viewpoints and to collect and tabulate the views of groups of people. 
 SEL.PK-12.1: Self-Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.2: Self-Management 
 SEL.PK-12.3: Social Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.4: Responsible Decision-Making 
 SEL.PK-12.5: Relationship Skills 
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 CPI#:  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI): 
 1.3E.12acc.Cr3a  Develop and implement varied strategies to improve and refine the technical 

 and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 
 1.3E.12acc.Pr6a  Using digital tools and resources, demonstrate technical accuracy and expressive 

 qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire of 
 music representing diverse cultures, styles, and genres. 

 1.3B.12acc.Re7a  Apply teacher-provided or personally developed criteria to select music that 
 expresses personal experiences and interests, moods, visual images, concepts, 
 texts, or storylines in simple or moderately complex forms, and describe and 
 defend the choices as models for composition. 

 1.3B.12acc.Re8a  Develop and support interpretations of varied works, demonstrating an 
 understanding of the composers’ intent by citing the use of elements of music 
 (including form), compositional techniques, and the style/genre and context of 
 each work. 

 8.2.12.ED.1  Use research to design and create a product or system that addresses a problem 
 and make modifications based on input from potential consumers. 

 9.2.12.CAP.8  Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, 
 math/writing/reading comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in 
 various industry sectors. 

 9.2.12.CAP.21  Explain low-cost and low-risk ways to start a business. 
 9.4.12.TL.2  Generate data using formula-based calculations in a spreadsheet and draw 

 conclusions about the data. 
 9.4.12.TL.4  Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds 

 to analyze and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 
 7.1.AL.IPERS.6) 

 SEL.PK-12.1.1  Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts 
 SEL.PK-12.1.2  Recognize the impact of one’s feelings and thoughts on one’s own behavior 
 SEL.PK-12.1.3  Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths and limitations 
 SEL.PK-12.1.4  Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and 

 challenges 
 SEL.PK-12.2.1  Understand and practice strategies for managing one’s own emotions, thoughts 

 and behaviors 
 SEL.PK-12.2.2  Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational 

 goals 
 SEL.PK-12.2.3  Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative 

 methods to achieve one’s goals 
 SEL.PK-12.3.1  Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings and perspectives of others 
 SEL.PK-12.3.2  Demonstrate and awareness of the differences among individuals, groups and 
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 others’ cultural backgrounds 
 SEL.PK-12.3.3  Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints 

 differ 
 SEL.PK-12.3.4  Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety 

 of settings 
 SEL.PK-12.4.1  Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking 

 skills 
 SEL.PK-12.4.2  Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make 

 constructive choices 
 SEL.PK-12.4.3  Evaluate personal, ethical, safety and civic impact of decisions 
 SEL.PK-12.5.1  Establish and maintain healthy relationships 
 SEL.PK-12.5.2  Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others 
 SEL.PK-12.5.3  Identify ways to resist inappropriate social pressure 
 SEL.PK-12.5.4  Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in 

 constructive ways 
 SEL.PK-12.5.5  Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed 

 Unit Essential Questions: 
 ●  How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work? 
 ●  When is a performance judged ready to present? How do context and the manner in which 

 musical work is presented influence audience response? 
 ●  How do individuals choose music to experience? How does understanding the structure and 

 context of music inform a response? 
 ●  How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ expressive intent? 

 Unit Enduring Understandings: 
 ●  Musicians evaluate, and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 

 application of appropriate criteria. 
 ●  Musicians judge performance based on criteria that vary across time, place, and cultures. The 

 context and how a work is presented influence the audience response. 
 ●  Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their interests, experiences, 

 understandings, and purposes. Response to music is informed by analyzing context (i.e., social, 
 cultural, historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the elements of music. 

 ●  Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and performers. 

 Unit Learning Targets: 
 Students will….-Utilize EQ, Panning, Compression and Plug-Ins to improve audio recording projects, 
 Apply understanding of diatonic harmony to audio projects (Roman Numeral Analysis)        
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 Evidence of Learning 
 Summative Assessment:  30 days 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, Garageband, Piano Keyboard, Recording Studio Hardware 
 Teacher Resources:  Musictheory.net, berkleeshares.com, YouTube 
 Formative Assessments:     

 ●  Rubric-based project assessments 
 ●  Online assessments 
 ●  Paper-and-pencil assessments 
 ●  Class discussion 
 ●  Periodic in-class workshopping to embellish understanding 
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 Lesson Plans 
 Lesson  Time Frame 

 Lesson 1  Listening Lesson  30 days 

 Lesson 2  Triads in Diatonic Harmony  30 days 

 Lesson 3  Reharmonizing a Melody  30 days 

 Teacher Notes:        
 Students will demonstrate fundamental knowledge before entering into more in-depth compositions. 

 Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources: 
 Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 
 www.musictheory.net 
 www.berkleeshares.com 
 www.sonymusic.com 
 www.bulletproofmusician.com 
 www.youtube.com 
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 Lesson Plan 1 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Listening Lesson  Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  identify mixing 

 techniques utilized in a 
 variety of musical 
 examples 

 ●  discuss impacts of 
 climate change in 
 aforementioned examples 

 ● 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Group listening, 

 discussion 
 2.  Students choose example, 

 listen and identify 
 characteristics 

 3.  Share findings      

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students may choose examples to listen to, and decide which elements are focal     

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes  
 ●  Teacher-generated musical examples  
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 Lesson Plan 2 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Diatonic Harmony  Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Computer Science 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  Demonstrate 

 understanding of how to 
 apply chords to a given 
 key 

 ●  Identify chords using 
 Roman Numeral notation 

 ●  Correctly construct chord 
 progressions using 
 Roman Numeral notation 

 ●  Correctly perform chord 
 progressions using both 
 Roman Numerals and 
 jazz/pop notation       

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  About diatonic triads, 

 major keys 
 2.  Construction of 

 individual diatonic triads 
 3.  Diatonic triads - minor 

 keys 
 4.  Guided practice 
 5.  Performance of Chord 

 Progressions, using 
 Roman Numerals 

 6.  Performance of Chord 
 Progressions, using 
 jazz/pop notation     

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Chord sets may differ based on difficulty, students may play more or less challenging voicings of 
 chords 
 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes  
 ●  Teacher-generated musical examples   

 27 



 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Lesson Plan 3 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Reharmonizing a 

 Melody 
 Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  Demonstrate 

 understanding of 
 accessible techniques for 
 reharmonizing a melody 

 ●  Transpose a melody to its 
 parallel or relative 
 major/minor 

 ●  Transpose a melody 
 utilizing scale degrees 
 and/or chord 
 modifications 

 ●  Identify ways in which 
 skills in harmonization 
 and reharmonization can 
 benefit a career in 
 music        

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  About reharmonizing, 

 role in the studio and 
 creative process 

 2.  Teacher example. 
 3.  Discussion: Modulation 

 to parallel/relative 
 minor/major 

 4.  Guided practice 
 manipulating a 
 teacher-generated pop 
 music example 

 5.  Student examples - 
 guided practice      

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Post-assessment 
 ●  Project assessment 

 Differentiation: 
 Students will have choice in their melody to reharmonize, and will have freedom to make unique 
 choices re: chords and voicings     
 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Laptop, Garageband, etc 
 ●  PowerPoint/Google Slides for notes  
 ●  Teacher-generated musical examples   
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 Lesson Reflection 
 Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson  Strongly, Moderately  or  Weakly 
 meets the criteria below. 
 Lesson Activities  Strongly  Moderately  Weakly 
 Are challenging  Strongly  and require higher order  thinking and 
 problem solving skills  X 

 Allow for student choice  X 

 Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills  X 

 Integrate global perspectives  X 

 Integrate 21st century skills  X 
 Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and transfer of 
 knowledge and skills  X 
 Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, 
 creativity and innovation skills  X 
 Are varied to address different student learning styles and 
 preferences  X 

 Are differentiated based on student needs  X 
 Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and 
 co-learner during the teaching and learning process  X 
 Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skills and 
 progress in meeting learning goals and objectives  X 

 Provide opportunities for student reflection and self- assessment  X 
 Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet the 
 varying needs of learners  X 

 Curriculum Design Template 

 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Orchestration, 
 Mixing, 
 Mastering, 
 Triads, 
 Diatonic 
 Harmony 

 Created:  Ben Krupit  Board Approved on:  Type Here 

 29 



 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Unit Overview Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Complete Song 
 Unit Summary:  At this point in the semester, students  will have amassed a wealth of musical material 
 from which to create their final portfolio. Students will be permitted to work independently or 
 collaboratively to create a portfolio of work that not only expresses themselves creatively, but also 
 demonstrates their understanding of the music theory and music technology concepts covered in this 
 class. 
 Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:     Computer Science,  Career Readiness 
 21  st  Century Themes  X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  X  ICT Literacy 
   Information Literacy  X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy 
 Unit Rationale:  The purpose of this unit is for students to work individually or cooperatively on 

 completing their portfolio of music. As the semester (and the previous semester) 
 progresses, students have the choice of working collaboratively to compose new 
 original music, or to revisit a project, prompt or creative product from the course to 
 refine and apply new ideas. 

 Career Readiness (Standard 9):  9.2. 9.4 

 Learning Targets 
 Standards:  1.3B, 1.3E, 1.5, 8.2, SEL.PK12.1, SEL.PK12.2, SEL.PK12.3, SEL.PK12.4, SEL.PK12.5 
 Content Statements:  Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

 Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas. 
 Anchor Standard 5: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps 
 needed to create products. 
 Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products. 
 Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, 
 cultural and historical contexts to deepen understanding 
 Core Idea: Engineers use science, mathematics, and other disciplines to 
 improve technology. Increased collaboration among engineers, scientists, 
 and mathematicians can improve their work and designs. 
 Core Idea: There are strategies to improve one’s professional value and 
 marketability. 
 Core Idea: Career planning requires purposeful planning based on research, 
 self-knowledge, and informed choices. 
 Core Idea: Digital tools differ in features, capacities, and styles. Knowledge of 
 different digital tools is helpful in selecting the best tool for a given task. 
 Core Idea: Collaborative digital tools can be used to access, record and share 
 different viewpoints and to collect and tabulate the views of groups of people. 
 SEL.PK-12.1: Self-Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.2: Self-Management 
 SEL.PK-12.3: Social Awareness 
 SEL.PK-12.4: Responsible Decision-Making 
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 SEL.PK-12.5: Relationship Skills 
 CPI#:  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI): 
 1.3E.12acc.Cr1a  Generate melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for compositions or 

 improvisations using digital tools and resources. 
 1.3E.12acc.Cr2a  Select melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work that 

 exhibits unity and variety using digital and/or analog tools. 
 1.3B.12acc.Pr5c  Identify and implement strategies for improving the technical and expressive 

 aspects of varied works. 
 1.3B.12acc.Re7b  Analyze aurally and by reading the scores of musical works the elements of music 

 (including form), compositional techniques and procedures, relating them to style, 
 mood, and context. Explain how the analysis provides models for personal growth 
 as a composer, performer, and/or listener. 

 1.5.12acc.Cn11b  Compare uses of art in a variety of societal, cultural and historical contexts and 
 make connections to global issues, including climate change. 

 8.2.12.NT.1  Explain how different groups can contribute to the overall design of a product. 
 9.2.12.CAP.2  Develop college and career readiness skills by participating in opportunities such as 

 structured learning experiences, apprenticeships, and dual enrollment programs 
 9.2.12.CAP.5  Assess and modify a personal plan to support current interests and postsecondary 

 plans. 
 9.4.12.TL.1  Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and 

 utility for accomplishing a specified task (e.g., W.11-12.6.). 
 9.4.12.TL.3  Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments. 

 SEL.PK-12.1.1  Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts 
 SEL.PK-12.1.2  Recognize the impact of one’s feelings and thoughts on one’s own behavior 
 SEL.PK-12.1.3  Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths and limitations 
 SEL.PK-12.1.4  Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and 

 challenges 
 SEL.PK-12.2.1  Understand and practice strategies for managing one’s own emotions, thoughts 

 and behaviors 
 SEL.PK-12.2.2  Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational 

 goals 
 SEL.PK-12.2.3  Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative 

 methods to achieve one’s goals 
 SEL.PK-12.3.1  Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings and perspectives of others 
 SEL.PK-12.3.2  Demonstrate and awareness of the differences among individuals, groups and 

 others’ cultural backgrounds 
 SEL.PK-12.3.3  Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints 
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 differ 
 SEL.PK-12.3.4  Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety 

 of settings 
 SEL.PK-12.4.1  Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking 

 skills 
 SEL.PK-12.4.2  Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make 

 constructive choices 
 SEL.PK-12.4.3  Evaluate personal, ethical, safety and civic impact of decisions 
 SEL.PK-12.5.1  Establish and maintain healthy relationships 
 SEL.PK-12.5.2  Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others 
 SEL.PK-12.5.3  Identify ways to resist inappropriate social pressure 
 SEL.PK-12.5.4  Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in 

 constructive ways 
 SEL.PK-12.5.5  Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed 

 Unit Essential Questions: 
 ●  How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 ●  How do musicians make creative decisions? 
 ●  How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
 ●  How do individuals choose music to experience? How does understanding the structure and 

 context of music inform a response? 
 ●  How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places and cultures? 

 How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life?      
 Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 ●  The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety 
 of sources. 

 ●  Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive intent. 
 ●  To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate, and refine their performance over 

 time through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 
 ●  Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their interests, experiences, 

 understandings, and purposes. Response to music is informed by analyzing context (i.e., social, 
 cultural, historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the elements of music.    

 ●  People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture and history through their 
 interactions with and analysis of art.        

 Unit Learning Targets: 
 Students will….demonstrate critical thinking and meaningful self-critique. Students will be able to 
 utilize the totality of the music theory and DAW “toolbox” in order to create high quality musical 
 products. Students will demonstrate facility with key music theory terminology from the course in 
 order to meaningfully communicate and collaborate with others.        
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 Evidence of Learning 
 Summative Assessment:  30 days 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, Garageband, Piano Keyboard, Recording Studio Hardware 
 Teacher Resources:  Musictheory.net, berkleeshares.com, youtube 
 Formative Assessments:     

 ●  Rubric-based project assessments 
 ●  Online assessments 
 ●  Paper-and-pencil assessments 
 ●  Class discussion 
 ●  Periodic in-class workshopping to embellish understanding 

 Lesson Plans 
 Lesson  Time Frame 

 Lesson 1  Final Project Selection  30 days 

 Lesson 2  Final Project Group Collaboration  30 days 

 Lesson 3  Critique  30 days 

 Teacher Notes:        
 Students will have a wide breadth of product types from which to choose when pursuing their finals. 

 Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources: 
 Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 
 www.musictheory.net 
 www.berkleeshares.com 
 www.sonymusic.com 
 www.bulletproofmusician.com 
 www.youtube.com 
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 Lesson Plan 1 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Final Project 

 Selection 
 Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy  X  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Computer Science 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  revisit their portfolio of 

 projects and mini 
 assignments 

 ●  select a product to refine 
 for a final project 

 ●  apply critique 
 methodologies to past 
 work 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Discussion - Final Project 

 prompt 
 2.  Students and teacher 

 select previous products 
 to assess and refine 

 3.  Guided discussion, 
 student discussion 

 4.  Exit ticket: Students 
 make selection for final 
 project 

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Music rubrics 
 ●  Mini-workshops 

 Differentiation: 
 Students have a wide range of potential topics to pursue, and may work alone or collaboratively 

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Final project prompt 
 ●  Discussion questions 
 ●  Critique prompts   
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 Lesson Plan 2 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Final Project 

 Group 
 Collaboration 

 Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Computer Science and  Design Thinking 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  revisit their portfolio of 

 projects and mini 
 assignments 

 ●  select a product to refine 
 for a final project 

 ●  apply critique 
 methodologies to past 
 work 

 ●  work collaboratively to 
 complete final 
 projects     

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Continued discussion of 

 final projects 
 2.  Student-selected group 

 work 
 3.  Student-developed 

 workflow 
 4.  Teacher provides 

 guidance and 
 mini-workshops as 
 needed   

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Music rubrics 
 ●  Mini-workshops 

 Differentiation: 
 Students have a wide range of potential topics to pursue, and may work alone or collaboratively 

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Final project prompt 
 ●  Discussion questions 
 ●  Critique prompts   
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 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Lesson Plan 3 Template 
 Content Area:  Music  Lesson Title:  Critique  Time Frame:  30 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
   Global Awareness    Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy    Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 x  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy    ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Career Readiness 
 Integration of Technology:  Use of GarageBand, synthesizers,  microphones 
 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, GarageBand, Microphones,  Synthesizers, USB interfaces 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  demonstrate 

 understanding of critique 
 methodologies 

 ●  appropriately apply 
 critical thinking when 
 evaluating projects 

 ●  provide meaningful and 
 constructive criticism for 
 peer work        

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Guided listening: student 

 selection 
 2.  Rubric-based rating 
 3.  Discussion 
 4.  Continue as needed       

 ●  Discussion 
 ●  Music rubrics 
 ●  Mini-workshops 

 Differentiation: 
 Students have a wide range of potential topics to pursue, and may work alone or collaboratively 

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Final project prompt 
 ●  Discussion questions 
 ●  Critique prompts   
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 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Lesson Reflection 
 Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson  Strongly, Moderately  or  Weakly 
 meets the criteria below. 
 Lesson Activities  Strongly  Moderately  Weakly 
 Are challenging  Strongly  and require higher order  thinking and 
 problem solving skills  X 

 Allow for student choice  X 

 Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills  X 

 Integrate global perspectives  X 

 Integrate 21st century skills  X 
 Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and transfer of 
 knowledge and skills  X 
 Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, 
 creativity and innovation skills  X 
 Are varied to address different student learning styles and 
 preferences  X 

 Are differentiated based on student needs  X 
 Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and 
 co-learner during the teaching and learning process  X 
 Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skills and 
 progress in meeting learning goals and objectives  X 

 Provide opportunities for student reflection and self- assessment  X 
 Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet the 
 varying needs of learners  X 

 Curriculum Design Template 

 Content Area:  Music  Grade Level:  10-12  Unit Title:  Complete 
 Song 

 Created:  Ben Krupit  Board Approved on:  Type Here 
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 What Does the Gifted and Talented Experience Look Like? 
 Springfield Public Schools 

 Mission Statement 

 The Gifted and Talented Program of the Springfield Public Schools aims to provide a 
 meaningful and rigorous education that instills the value of lifelong learning and 
 empowers all students to reach their full potential and become self-fulfilled creative 
 leaders in accordance with the comprehensive standards of our state. We accomplish 
 this by offering challenging, real-world experiences in a student-centered environment. 

 We recognize that students come from diverse socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic 
 backgrounds, and the mission of the gifted and talented program is to provide 
 opportunities for students to explore their intellectual, creative, and artistic gifts and 
 talents within the classroom and with beyond-the-classroom experiences. It is 
 essential to provide diverse, appropriate, and ongoing learning experiences and 
 environments that incorporate students' academic, psychological, and social needs. 
 Our responsibility is to provide students with educational alternatives that teach, 
 challenge, and expand their knowledge, while simultaneously stressing the 
 development of independent and self-directed learners who continuously generate 
 questions, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas. 
 New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1 defines students who are gifted and talented 
 as those students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more 
 content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who 
 require modification of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance 
 with their capabilities. 



 Goals: 

 To support our mission, we have established the following goals to guide our work: 

   To infuse into the general education program a broad range of activities for 
 high-level learning that will challenge all students to perform at advanced levels, 
 and provide extended opportunities, resources, and support in particular areas 
 where student interest or talent is demonstrated. 

   To provide a continuum of gifted education services that will strengthen the total 
 school program, offer enriching and challenging learning opportunities for all 
 students, and provide specialized learning experiences 

   To promote achievement of students’ best potentials and increased ability. 

 Through a productive and collaborative relationship among the building principals, 
 classroom teachers, and the Gifted and Talented teacher, our schools can create 
 programming that will enhance the learning experience for every student and serve the 
 unique and specialized needs of students currently demonstrating gifted behaviors. 

 Elements of the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, W.I.N (What I Need), differentiated 
 instruction, advanced classes, or individual programs into a student’s regular 
 instruction program are integral to this overarching framework for gifted education in 
 the Springfield School District. 

 Reference Board Policy and Regulation 2464 – Gifted and Talented Pupils (M) 

 Early Childhood Center 
 Edward V. Walton 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All first and second grade students have access to the  Gifted and Talented Virtual 
 Classroom  . This virtual classroom is a space for students  to complete various 
 challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace. Students can receive 
 feedback and additional adaptable resources to meet their individual learning needs. 
 The virtual classroom design expands accessibility to enrichment resources and allows 
 students to choose learning activities according to their unique interests and abilities. 
 The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem-solving, develop critical thinking 



 skills, and expand curiosity and imagination. Activities are aligned to the New Jersey 
 Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 The Gifted and Talented teacher serves as a resource to all teachers within Edward V. 
 Walton School. Teachers seeking resources for their high-ability learners will receive 
 additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher in various ways. This support 
 may include additional units of study, challenging resources, and student projects. 

 Elementary Schools 
 James Caldwell 

 Thelma L. Sandmeier 

 The goal is to engage small groups of students in intensive learning experiences 
 through standards-based, rigorous, and relevant units of study that supplement, not 
 supplant, the grade-level curriculum and support students’ unique learning needs. 

 Enrichment Experience Grade 3 
 Beginning in third grade, the G&T teacher will cycle through all classrooms to work on 
 problem-solving and enrichment tasks with students.  Driven by assessment data, 
 academic performance, student interest, and teacher observation, small groups of 
 students will meet with the G&T teacher during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods throughout 
 the week that the teacher is assigned to their classroom teacher.  Groupings will be 
 flexible and monitored to best meet each student’s needs throughout the school year. 
 Activities will include brain teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking, problem-solving, and 
 STEM challenges. 

 Targeted Gifted and Talented Programing Grades 4-5 
 Students may become identified as Gifted and Talented in fourth grade. Students that 
 are identified may receive support from the G&T Teacher for up to five periods (200 
 minutes) a week during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods. Identified students will meet to 
 explore grade-level content while incorporating depth and complexity in a 
 student-centered, problem-based environment. The Gifted and Talented Program aims 
 to provide students with various advanced and challenging learning experiences 
 across content areas to promote independent thinking skills, refine critical thinking and 
 communication skills, cultivate joy in learning, and expand student interests through 
 problem-solving. The instruction that students receive incorporates 21st Century Skills 
 and advanced content that is challenging, hands-on, and relevant to the real world. 



 Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted and Talented Students 
 ·         Adjusted Pace of Lessons 
 ·         Inquiry-Based Instruction 
 ·         Higher-Order Thinking Activities 
 ·         Interest-Based Content 
 ·         Real World Problem Solving/Problem Based Learning 
 ·         Independent Study/Passion Projects 
 ·         Units of Study with Like-Minded Peers 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All JCS and TLS students have access to grade level-specific  Gifted and Talented 
 Virtual Classrooms  .  These virtual classrooms are  a space for students to complete 
 various challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace.  Students are able 
 to receive feedback and additional opportunities based on their needs. The virtual 
 classrooms have expanded the accessibility of enrichment resources directly to the 
 students and allows for students to choose opportunities according to their interests 
 and abilities.  The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem solving, develop 
 critical thinking skills, and expand curiosity and imagination in conjunction with the 
 New Jersey Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 In addition to classroom support, the Gifted and Talented teacher also serves as a 
 resource to all teachers in the building. Teachers that are seeking resources for their 
 high ability learners will receive additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher 
 in various ways. This may include additional units of study, challenging resources, 
 student projects, and meeting with the G&T teacher as needed. 

 Additional Enrichment Opportunities 
 Across all grade levels 3-5, as recommended by the classroom teacher, students 
 exhibiting a need for additional enrichment may have the opportunity to meet with the 
 G&T teacher as the schedule allows. Groupings will be flexible and monitored to best 
 meet the students’ needs throughout the school year. Activities will include, brain 
 teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking activities, problem-solving challenges, and STEM 
 challenges. Students engage in an extended process of asking questions, using 
 resources, and developing answers that lead to thinking about what and how they are 
 learning. Students are held accountable for how they work and use their time by 
 demonstrating their learning through products or presentations. 

 Students self-select to participate in individual and/or group projects based on interest 
 and commitment. The classroom teacher and/or the enrichment teacher will help guide 
 and monitor student exploration of chosen topics, facilitating their learning with 
 resources and teaching of needed skills. 



 Secondary Schools 
 Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School 

 Jonathan Dayton High School 

 Grades 6-12: Access to specific content programs with higher levels of academic 
 challenges (i.e. Pre-Algebra, Accelerated Communication Arts, and Advanced 
 Placement Classes) 

 Dual Credit Courses provide students the opportunity to obtain high school credit, and 
 college credit, simultaneously through partnerships with several  institutions. 

 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) students become builders of technology by engaging in 
 real world activities. Students are empowered as design thinkers collaborating on real 
 world projects. 

 Gifted and Talented Identification Criteria 

 The Springfield Schools Gifted and Talented Program recognizes that students require 
 differentiated learning experiences beyond the core curriculum being taught because 
 of their advanced abilities in one or more content areas. These students may also have 
 other cognitive qualities such as curiosity, creativity, motivation, leadership, and 
 passion that require modifications to their academic experience. 

 Multiple Measures of Eligibility 
 Kindergarten  through  grade  twelve  identification  process  for  gifted  and  talented 
 students  includes  multiple  measures.  Multiple  measures  may  include  but  are  not 
 limited  to:  achievement  test  scores;  grades;  student  performance  or  products; 
 intelligence  testing;  parent,  student,  and/or  teacher  recommendation;  and  other 
 appropriate  measures.  The  identification  methodology  is  developmentally  appropriate, 
 non-discriminatory,  and  related  to  the  programs  and  services  offered  by  the  Springfield 
 School District. The identification procedures are reviewed annually. 

 According to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1, all public school districts must have a board-approved 
 gifted and talented identification process and provide services for identified students 
 enrolled in the grades of that school district.  The regulations require that identification 
 and services be made available to students in grades K-12. 

 When students are recommended for the Gifted and Talented Program there are 
 multiple measures that are considered to determine if services are necessary and 
 appropriate. The assessments used are as follows: 



 ●  Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
 ●  Classroom Performance/Student Portfolios 
 ●  DRA2 Level 
 ●  iReady Diagnostic Scores 
 ●  Gifted Indicators Checklist 
 ●  Start Strong/NJSLA Assessment Data 

 The N.J.A.C. requires that students be compared to their chronological peers in the 
 local school district.  The New Jersey Department of Education has not established 
 state-level criteria for identifying students who are gifted, such as mandated tests or 
 assessments, grade point averages, or IQ scores.  Local school districts must use 
 multiple measures to identify students. 

 Procedures 
 https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=2464&id= 
 b8a33a9f505e4998a6db3fb8e1de778b 

 Gifted and Talented Program Identification Matrix 
 Minimum Score Required for Consideration: 14 Points 

 1 Point  2 Points  3 Points 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 7 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of an 8 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 9 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 Just Below Current Grade 
 Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 On Grade Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 ½ Year + Above Current 
 Level 

 IReady ELA 
 On Grade Level 

 IReady ELA 
 ½ Year Above Current Level 

 IReady ELA 
 One Full Grade Level + 
 Above Current Level 

 NJSLA Math 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Exceed Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Exceed Expectations 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 11 - 29 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 30 - 49 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 50-66 



 Team meetings present the opportunity to review data and assess the educational 
 needs of all students. Teacher provides examples of student work exhibiting above and 
 beyond grade level expectations, creativity, leadership, critical and abstract thinking. 
 Programs for gifted and talented students will be periodically evaluated for their 
 continuing efficacy and adjusted accordingly. The parent of any student identified as 
 gifted or talented shall be consulted regarding any program designed to address the 
 student’s particular needs. 

 Resource Links 
 https://riversideinsights.com/cognitive_abilities_test 
 https://www.curriculumassociates.com/programs/i-ready-learning 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/ 
 https://www.routledge.com/HOPE-Teacher-Rating-Scale-Involving-Teachers-in-Equitable-Identifi 
 cation/Gentry-Pereira-Peters-McIntosh-Fugate/p/book/9781618214522#:~:text=The%20HOPE 
 %20Teacher%20Rating%20Scale,making%20it%20easy%20to%20use  . 

 Gifted and talented student: The  “  Strengthening Gifted  and Talented Education Act  ” 
 defines a gifted and talented student as a “student who possesses or demonstrates a 
 high level of ability in one or more content areas when compared to their chronological 
 peers in the school district and who require modifications of their educational program 
 if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. ” 

 Twice-exceptional (2E) students: A twice-exceptional (2E) student is defined as “a 
 student who is both gifted and a student with a disability. These students may also be 
 referred to as having dual exceptionalities or as being gifted with learning disabilities 
 (GT/LD). This also applies to students who are gifted with ADHD or gifted with autism” 
 (New Jersey Association for Gifted Children,  www.nagc.org). 

 Instructional adaptation: An adjustment or modification to instruction enabling a 
 student who is gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, and demonstrate 
 knowledge and application of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in one or 
 more content areas at the instructional level of the student, not just the student’s grade 
 level. 

 Identifying gifted and talented students:  The focus of identification is to provide 
 programming and services in which students'  specific learning needs and potential are 
 appropriately addressed and met.  In every New Jersey school district, there are 
 students who require modifications to the general education curriculum if they are to 
 achieve in accordance with their abilities.  By identifying a student’s general intellectual 
 ability, creativity, or specific academic area aptitudes, we are acknowledging that they 
 need programming and services outside of the general education/grade level 
 curriculum to advance their learning. 



 NJDOE Fast Facts 

 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/ 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/legislation.shtml 

 Supplemental Resources/Programming for Gifted Students 

 Edward V. Walton 
 ●  PETS Program – Primary Education Thinking Skills 
 ●  Group Solutions/Group Solutions 2 – Cooperative Logic Activities 
 ●  Lollipop Logic 
 ●  Beginning Thinking Skills 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 

 James Caldwell and Thelma L. Sandmeier 
 Math/ELA 

 ●  Project M3: Mentoring Mathematical Minds 
 ●  Junior Great Books 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 
 ●  Borenson Hands on Equations 
 ●  BizWorld 
 ●  Perplexors 
 ●  Advanced Math Explorations grade 3-5 
 ●  Challenging Units for Gifted Learners (ELA and Math) 
 ●  Creative Curriculum Extenders 
 ●  Differentiated Lessons & Projects 
 ●  Challenge Math Grades 4+ 
 ●  Differentiating Instruction with Menus (All Content Areas) 
 ●  Jacob’s Ladder 
 ●  Genius Hour/Passion Project 
 ●  Spatial Reasoning 
 ●  Logic Puzzles, Brain Games, Analogies 

 STEM 
 ●  Engineering is Elementary 
 ●  Engineer Throughout the Year 
 ●  PBS Design Squad 
 ●  DefinedSTEM 
 ●  Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 



 Enrichment Events 
 Experience for all students to be enriched through events related to the curricular or 
 extracurricular activities. Examples include after school clubs, PTA-sponsored events, 
 leadership opportunities, visual and performing arts, and community service 
 opportunities. 



 What Does the Gifted and Talented Experience Look Like? 
 Springfield Public Schools 

 Mission Statement 

 The Gifted and Talented Program of the Springfield Public Schools aims to provide a 
 meaningful and rigorous education that instills the value of lifelong learning and 
 empowers all students to reach their full potential and become self-fulfilled creative 
 leaders in accordance with the comprehensive standards of our state. We accomplish 
 this by offering challenging, real-world experiences in a student-centered environment. 

 We recognize that students come from diverse socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic 
 backgrounds, and the mission of the gifted and talented program is to provide 
 opportunities for students to explore their intellectual, creative, and artistic gifts and 
 talents within the classroom and with beyond-the-classroom experiences. It is 
 essential to provide diverse, appropriate, and ongoing learning experiences and 
 environments that incorporate students' academic, psychological, and social needs. 
 Our responsibility is to provide students with educational alternatives that teach, 
 challenge, and expand their knowledge, while simultaneously stressing the 
 development of independent and self-directed learners who continuously generate 
 questions, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas. 
 New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1 defines students who are gifted and talented 
 as those students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more 
 content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who 
 require modification of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance 
 with their capabilities. 



 Goals: 

 To support our mission, we have established the following goals to guide our work: 

   To infuse into the general education program a broad range of activities for 
 high-level learning that will challenge all students to perform at advanced levels, 
 and provide extended opportunities, resources, and support in particular areas 
 where student interest or talent is demonstrated. 

   To provide a continuum of gifted education services that will strengthen the total 
 school program, offer enriching and challenging learning opportunities for all 
 students, and provide specialized learning experiences 

   To promote achievement of students’ best potentials and increased ability. 

 Through a productive and collaborative relationship among the building principals, 
 classroom teachers, and the Gifted and Talented teacher, our schools can create 
 programming that will enhance the learning experience for every student and serve the 
 unique and specialized needs of students currently demonstrating gifted behaviors. 

 Elements of the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, W.I.N (What I Need), differentiated 
 instruction, advanced classes, or individual programs into a student’s regular 
 instruction program are integral to this overarching framework for gifted education in 
 the Springfield School District. 

 Reference Board Policy and Regulation 2464 – Gifted and Talented Pupils (M) 

 Early Childhood Center 
 Edward V. Walton 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All first and second grade students have access to the  Gifted and Talented Virtual 
 Classroom  . This virtual classroom is a space for students  to complete various 
 challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace. Students can receive 
 feedback and additional adaptable resources to meet their individual learning needs. 
 The virtual classroom design expands accessibility to enrichment resources and allows 
 students to choose learning activities according to their unique interests and abilities. 
 The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem-solving, develop critical thinking 



 skills, and expand curiosity and imagination. Activities are aligned to the New Jersey 
 Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 The Gifted and Talented teacher serves as a resource to all teachers within Edward V. 
 Walton School. Teachers seeking resources for their high-ability learners will receive 
 additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher in various ways. This support 
 may include additional units of study, challenging resources, and student projects. 

 Elementary Schools 
 James Caldwell 

 Thelma L. Sandmeier 

 The goal is to engage small groups of students in intensive learning experiences 
 through standards-based, rigorous, and relevant units of study that supplement, not 
 supplant, the grade-level curriculum and support students’ unique learning needs. 

 Enrichment Experience Grade 3 
 Beginning in third grade, the G&T teacher will cycle through all classrooms to work on 
 problem-solving and enrichment tasks with students.  Driven by assessment data, 
 academic performance, student interest, and teacher observation, small groups of 
 students will meet with the G&T teacher during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods throughout 
 the week that the teacher is assigned to their classroom teacher.  Groupings will be 
 flexible and monitored to best meet each student’s needs throughout the school year. 
 Activities will include brain teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking, problem-solving, and 
 STEM challenges. 

 Targeted Gifted and Talented Programing Grades 4-5 
 Students may become identified as Gifted and Talented in fourth grade. Students that 
 are identified may receive support from the G&T Teacher for up to five periods (200 
 minutes) a week during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods. Identified students will meet to 
 explore grade-level content while incorporating depth and complexity in a 
 student-centered, problem-based environment. The Gifted and Talented Program aims 
 to provide students with various advanced and challenging learning experiences 
 across content areas to promote independent thinking skills, refine critical thinking and 
 communication skills, cultivate joy in learning, and expand student interests through 
 problem-solving. The instruction that students receive incorporates 21st Century Skills 
 and advanced content that is challenging, hands-on, and relevant to the real world. 



 Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted and Talented Students 
 ·         Adjusted Pace of Lessons 
 ·         Inquiry-Based Instruction 
 ·         Higher-Order Thinking Activities 
 ·         Interest-Based Content 
 ·         Real World Problem Solving/Problem Based Learning 
 ·         Independent Study/Passion Projects 
 ·         Units of Study with Like-Minded Peers 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All JCS and TLS students have access to grade level-specific  Gifted and Talented 
 Virtual Classrooms  .  These virtual classrooms are  a space for students to complete 
 various challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace.  Students are able 
 to receive feedback and additional opportunities based on their needs. The virtual 
 classrooms have expanded the accessibility of enrichment resources directly to the 
 students and allows for students to choose opportunities according to their interests 
 and abilities.  The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem solving, develop 
 critical thinking skills, and expand curiosity and imagination in conjunction with the 
 New Jersey Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 In addition to classroom support, the Gifted and Talented teacher also serves as a 
 resource to all teachers in the building. Teachers that are seeking resources for their 
 high ability learners will receive additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher 
 in various ways. This may include additional units of study, challenging resources, 
 student projects, and meeting with the G&T teacher as needed. 

 Additional Enrichment Opportunities 
 Across all grade levels 3-5, as recommended by the classroom teacher, students 
 exhibiting a need for additional enrichment may have the opportunity to meet with the 
 G&T teacher as the schedule allows. Groupings will be flexible and monitored to best 
 meet the students’ needs throughout the school year. Activities will include, brain 
 teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking activities, problem-solving challenges, and STEM 
 challenges. Students engage in an extended process of asking questions, using 
 resources, and developing answers that lead to thinking about what and how they are 
 learning. Students are held accountable for how they work and use their time by 
 demonstrating their learning through products or presentations. 

 Students self-select to participate in individual and/or group projects based on interest 
 and commitment. The classroom teacher and/or the enrichment teacher will help guide 
 and monitor student exploration of chosen topics, facilitating their learning with 
 resources and teaching of needed skills. 



 Secondary Schools 
 Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School 

 Jonathan Dayton High School 

 Grades 6-12: Access to specific content programs with higher levels of academic 
 challenges (i.e. Pre-Algebra, Accelerated Communication Arts, and Advanced 
 Placement Classes) 

 Dual Credit Courses provide students the opportunity to obtain high school credit, and 
 college credit, simultaneously through partnerships with several  institutions. 

 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) students become builders of technology by engaging in 
 real world activities. Students are empowered as design thinkers collaborating on real 
 world projects. 

 Gifted and Talented Identification Criteria 

 The Springfield Schools Gifted and Talented Program recognizes that students require 
 differentiated learning experiences beyond the core curriculum being taught because 
 of their advanced abilities in one or more content areas. These students may also have 
 other cognitive qualities such as curiosity, creativity, motivation, leadership, and 
 passion that require modifications to their academic experience. 

 Multiple Measures of Eligibility 
 Kindergarten  through  grade  twelve  identification  process  for  gifted  and  talented 
 students  includes  multiple  measures.  Multiple  measures  may  include  but  are  not 
 limited  to:  achievement  test  scores;  grades;  student  performance  or  products; 
 intelligence  testing;  parent,  student,  and/or  teacher  recommendation;  and  other 
 appropriate  measures.  The  identification  methodology  is  developmentally  appropriate, 
 non-discriminatory,  and  related  to  the  programs  and  services  offered  by  the  Springfield 
 School District. The identification procedures are reviewed annually. 

 According to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1, all public school districts must have a board-approved 
 gifted and talented identification process and provide services for identified students 
 enrolled in the grades of that school district.  The regulations require that identification 
 and services be made available to students in grades K-12. 

 When students are recommended for the Gifted and Talented Program there are 
 multiple measures that are considered to determine if services are necessary and 
 appropriate. The assessments used are as follows: 



 ●  Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
 ●  Classroom Performance/Student Portfolios 
 ●  DRA2 Level 
 ●  iReady Diagnostic Scores 
 ●  Gifted Indicators Checklist 
 ●  Start Strong/NJSLA Assessment Data 

 The N.J.A.C. requires that students be compared to their chronological peers in the 
 local school district.  The New Jersey Department of Education has not established 
 state-level criteria for identifying students who are gifted, such as mandated tests or 
 assessments, grade point averages, or IQ scores.  Local school districts must use 
 multiple measures to identify students. 

 Procedures 
 https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=2464&id= 
 b8a33a9f505e4998a6db3fb8e1de778b 

 Gifted and Talented Program Identification Matrix 
 Minimum Score Required for Consideration: 14 Points 

 1 Point  2 Points  3 Points 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 7 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of an 8 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 9 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 Just Below Current Grade 
 Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 On Grade Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 ½ Year + Above Current 
 Level 

 IReady ELA 
 On Grade Level 

 IReady ELA 
 ½ Year Above Current Level 

 IReady ELA 
 One Full Grade Level + 
 Above Current Level 

 NJSLA Math 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Exceed Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Exceed Expectations 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 11 - 29 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 30 - 49 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 50-66 



 Team meetings present the opportunity to review data and assess the educational 
 needs of all students. Teacher provides examples of student work exhibiting above and 
 beyond grade level expectations, creativity, leadership, critical and abstract thinking. 
 Programs for gifted and talented students will be periodically evaluated for their 
 continuing efficacy and adjusted accordingly. The parent of any student identified as 
 gifted or talented shall be consulted regarding any program designed to address the 
 student’s particular needs. 

 Resource Links 
 https://riversideinsights.com/cognitive_abilities_test 
 https://www.curriculumassociates.com/programs/i-ready-learning 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/ 
 https://www.routledge.com/HOPE-Teacher-Rating-Scale-Involving-Teachers-in-Equitable-Identifi 
 cation/Gentry-Pereira-Peters-McIntosh-Fugate/p/book/9781618214522#:~:text=The%20HOPE 
 %20Teacher%20Rating%20Scale,making%20it%20easy%20to%20use  . 

 Gifted and talented student: The  “  Strengthening Gifted  and Talented Education Act  ” 
 defines a gifted and talented student as a “student who possesses or demonstrates a 
 high level of ability in one or more content areas when compared to their chronological 
 peers in the school district and who require modifications of their educational program 
 if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. ” 

 Twice-exceptional (2E) students: A twice-exceptional (2E) student is defined as “a 
 student who is both gifted and a student with a disability. These students may also be 
 referred to as having dual exceptionalities or as being gifted with learning disabilities 
 (GT/LD). This also applies to students who are gifted with ADHD or gifted with autism” 
 (New Jersey Association for Gifted Children,  www.nagc.org). 

 Instructional adaptation: An adjustment or modification to instruction enabling a 
 student who is gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, and demonstrate 
 knowledge and application of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in one or 
 more content areas at the instructional level of the student, not just the student’s grade 
 level. 

 Identifying gifted and talented students:  The focus of identification is to provide 
 programming and services in which students'  specific learning needs and potential are 
 appropriately addressed and met.  In every New Jersey school district, there are 
 students who require modifications to the general education curriculum if they are to 
 achieve in accordance with their abilities.  By identifying a student’s general intellectual 
 ability, creativity, or specific academic area aptitudes, we are acknowledging that they 
 need programming and services outside of the general education/grade level 
 curriculum to advance their learning. 



 NJDOE Fast Facts 

 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/ 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/legislation.shtml 

 Supplemental Resources/Programming for Gifted Students 

 Edward V. Walton 
 ●  PETS Program – Primary Education Thinking Skills 
 ●  Group Solutions/Group Solutions 2 – Cooperative Logic Activities 
 ●  Lollipop Logic 
 ●  Beginning Thinking Skills 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 

 James Caldwell and Thelma L. Sandmeier 
 Math/ELA 

 ●  Project M3: Mentoring Mathematical Minds 
 ●  Junior Great Books 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 
 ●  Borenson Hands on Equations 
 ●  BizWorld 
 ●  Perplexors 
 ●  Advanced Math Explorations grade 3-5 
 ●  Challenging Units for Gifted Learners (ELA and Math) 
 ●  Creative Curriculum Extenders 
 ●  Differentiated Lessons & Projects 
 ●  Challenge Math Grades 4+ 
 ●  Differentiating Instruction with Menus (All Content Areas) 
 ●  Jacob’s Ladder 
 ●  Genius Hour/Passion Project 
 ●  Spatial Reasoning 
 ●  Logic Puzzles, Brain Games, Analogies 

 STEM 
 ●  Engineering is Elementary 
 ●  Engineer Throughout the Year 
 ●  PBS Design Squad 
 ●  DefinedSTEM 
 ●  Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 



 Enrichment Events 
 Experience for all students to be enriched through events related to the curricular or 
 extracurricular activities. Examples include after school clubs, PTA-sponsored events, 
 leadership opportunities, visual and performing arts, and community service 
 opportunities. 


