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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR VOTING MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 16, 2025 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
          Cindy Cook, President, called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
III. ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: 

Cindy Cook, President 
Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 
Tom Karczewski, Member 
Michele Manno, Member 
Ronald Miller, Vice President 
Carla Schriver, Member 
Susan Smith, Treasurer 
Kayla Stevenson, Member 
Darcelle Slappy, Member 
Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent 
Tony Giglio, Solicitor 
Gary Ceccarelli, Business Manager 
Joyce Depenhart, Director of Student Services 
Mary Beth Leeman, Special Education Compliance Director 
Doug Rowe, High School Principal 
Dave Woods, High School Assistant Principal 
Tom House, Middle School Principal 
Josh Ginther, Middle School Assistant Principal 
Bryan Fabyanic, Central Elementary Principal 
Jonell Egan, Central Elementary Assistant Principal 
Chad Thomas, Big Beaver Principal 
John Cleckley, Technology Director 
Chris Posset, Director of Physical Plant  
Jim Carbone, Athletic Director 

 IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Michele Manno that the    
          Board approve the minutes of the Regular Voting Meeting held on December 5,  

2024. 
 
   Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 V. APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT 
 
 Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Kayla Stevenson that the  

Board approve the following bills for payment: 

General Fund for December 2024 - $1,380,623.55  

   Motion was passed unanimously. 
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 VI. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Michele Manno that the          
Board approve the following financial reports: 
  
Treasurer’s Report –December 2024 

          Budget Recap –December 2024 
  Student Activities Fund-December 2024  

                          Motion was passed unanimously. 

VII. CORRESPONDENCE 

 Two 100 year old Alumni to be recognized.  

VIII. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

1. PERSONNEL 

A.  Leave of Absence 

1. Ryan Houk is requesting unpaid leave days for December 12th and 18th,     
2024 and January 6th, 7th and 14th, 2025 for a total of 3 ½ unpaid days. 

 MOTION 

   Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Susan Smith that  
  the Board approve Ryan Houk’s request for unpaid leave days for  

December 12th and 18th, 2024 and January 6th, 7th and 14th,  
2025 for a total of 3 ½ unpaid days. 

Motion was passed unanimously. 

2. Carrie Witter is requesting unpaid leave days for December 11th 
through December 13th, 2024 and January 6th, 2025. 
 
 MOTION 
 
 Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla  

Schriver that the Board approve Carrie Witter’s request for unpaid  
leave days for December 11th through December 13th, 2024 and 
January 6th, 2025. 

Motion was passed unanimously. 

3. Daya Lindsey is requesting 5 intermittent unpaid leave days January 
7th through the end of January 2025.    

 
MOTION 

 
 Motion was made by Tom Karczewski and seconded by Susan  

Smith that the Board approve Daya Lindsey’s request for 
unpaid leave days January 7th through the end of January 
2025.    
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
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4. Nicole McKay is requesting a Family and Medical Leave of Absence 
beginning April 21, 2025 for up to 19 days.  
  

   MOTION 
 
   Motion was made by Carla Schriver and seconded by Darcelle  
   Slappy that the Board approve Nicole McKay’s request for a Family  
   and Medical Leave of Absence beginning April 21, 2025 for up to 19  
   days. 
     

Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 B. Appointment 
 

     1. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Javon Turner as a volunteer 
assistant boys basketball coach effective the 2024/2025 school year. 
    

   MOTION 
 
   Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Michele Manno 
                             that the Board approve Javon Turner as a volunteer assistant boys 
   basketball coach effective the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
    Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
      2. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Lauren Gerard as the head 
         7th/8th grade girls volleyball coach effective the 2024/2025 school year at 
         a salary of $1,600.00. 
 
   MOTION 

   Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver  
   that the Board approve Lauren Gerard as the  head 7th/8th grade  
   girls volleyball coach effective the 2024/2025 school year at a  
                            salary of $1,600.00. 
 
    Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 C. Retirement  
 

  Mrs. Joyce Depenhart has submitted her letter of intent to retire as Director   
            of Student Services effective July 1, 2025 with 12 years of service with the  

  District.  
 
   MOTION 
 
   Motion was made by Carla Schriver and seconded by Michele  

  Manno that the Board approve Mrs. Joyce Depenhart’s retirement  
  as Director of Student Services effective July 1, 2025 with 12 years   

of service with the District.  
 
    Motion was passed unanimously. 
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D. Custodial Substitute List 
 
     The Buildings & Grounds Director recommends adding Brandon Solomon to  
      the custodial substitute list at a rate of $14.00 per hour and no benefits. 

                  MOTION 

  Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver  
  that the Board approve adding Brandon Solomon to the custodial   
                   substitute list at a rate of $14.00 per hour and no benefits. 
 
   Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
E. Additions to the Van Driver List 
   
     The Administration recommends approving the additions to the Van Driver list 
     for the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
  MOTION 
 
  Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Terri  
  Ellinwood that the Board approve the additions to the Van Driver 
  list for the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
   Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
2. FIELD TRIP REQUESTS  
 

A. Ms. Manno and Mrs. Tessier are requesting permission to take 70-90   
students to CCBC to attend the Winter and Spring YAP Event on Thursday, 
January 2, 2025 and Wednesday, April 16, 2025.  

B. Mr. Liller and Mr. Maruca are requesting permission to take 30 
students to the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh to 
attend Autorama Career Day on January 24, 2025. 

 
C. Ms. Manno is requesting permission to take 30-40 juniors to the 

David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh to attend a 
College Fair on Tuesday, January 28, 2025. 

 
D. Mr. Aaron Shakespeare is requesting permission to take 40 students 

to Soldiers and Sailor Memorial Hall in Pittsburgh for Black History 
Month Summit on Wednesday, February 19, 2025. 

 
E. Ms. Flick and Mrs. Hendrickson are requesting permission to take 30 

students to the Byham Theater in Pittsburgh to attend a theater arts 
workshop on February 6, 2025.  

 
F. Ms. Jodikinos and Mrs. Rakic are requesting permission to take 40 

students to Living Treasures in New Castle on Thursday, May 8, 
2025. 
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   MOTION 

   Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Terri Ellinwood 
   that the Board approve the above field trip requests on dates and  
   at locations as listed.  

    Motion was passed unanimously. 

 3. EXONERATION OF TAX COLLECTORS 

      The Administration recommends approval to exonerate the local tax collectors 
      from further collection of the 2024 Real Estate Tax. 
  
   MOTION 
 
   Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Michele  
   Manno that the Board approve to exonerate the local tax collectors 
   from further collection of the 2024 Real Estate Tax.  
 
    Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
  4. POLICY REVISION 
 
       The Business Manager recommends approving a revision to Policy #626 to  

      remove RFP language in accordance with PDE recommendation. 
 
  MOTION 
 
  Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Darcelle Slappy  
  that the Board approve a revision to Policy #626 to remove RFP 
  language in accordance with PDE recommendation.  
 
   Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
5. GREEN TRAIL SOLUTIONS LEASE  
 

      The Business Manager recommends approving entering into a 60 month   
               lease with Green Trail Solutions at a rate of $158 per month beginning   

     March 2025 for replacement of the existing postage meter machine.  Pricing  
               is through Sourcewell State leasing. 
 
   MOTION 
  
   Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Kayla  
   Stevenson that the Board approve to enter into a 60 month   
                 lease with Green Trail Solutions at a rate of $158 per month  

Beginning March 2025 for replacement of the existing postage  
meter machine.  Pricing is through Sourcewell State leasing. 
 
 Motion was passed unanimously. 
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 6. ELITE ATHLETIX CONTRACT PROPOSAL  

     The Athletic Director recommends approving the contract proposal with Elite  
    Athletix for our student athletes for 17 weeks not to exceed $3,740.00.   
    This cost will be paid through the Athletic budget.  
 
  MOTION 
 
   Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Tom  
          Karczewski that the Board approve the contract proposal with  

         Elite Athletix for our student athletes for 17 weeks not to exceed  
        $3,740.00.  This cost will be paid through the Athletic budget.  

 
   Motion was passed unanimously. 

IX. SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

      An Executive Session was held on January 9, 2025, after the Discussion Meeting for 
      personnel matters.  
 
X. STUDENT BOARD MEMBER’S REPORT-ADYSON HIWILLER 
 
The BFHS Winter Formal sponsored by the FBLA was held in December with   
over 200 students and guests in attendance.      
120 high school students took part in the first Tiger PRIDE field trip of the school 
year in December.  They went to Topgolf in Bridgeville.  In the afternoon, students 
watched Christmas movies and enjoyed pizza.  The next Tiger PRIDE trip is 
scheduled for February.  
The high school student council members traveled to Central and Big Beaver  
Elementary schools for our third annual Holiday Reading in December.  Members  
brought their favorite Christmas stories and read to Central Elementary students 
in the morning and Big Beaver Elementary students in the afternoon.  
Gabe Lilly is the Rotary Club Student of the Month.  
Julie Golnik and Eliot Bestor are the Lions Club Students of the Month. 
Cole Isenberg is the CTC student of the month for December for the Electrical  
Occupations program. 
Report cards go out on Thursday, January 23rd, 2025.  In addition, the winter 
cycle of Keystone Exams are now completed. 
The high school has two incentive events scheduled for Tuesday, January 28.  Any 
student that earned A’s and/or had perfect attendance for the 2nd grading period 
will be treated to breakfast that morning.  Then in the afternoon, all students that 
qualified for the “good attendance social” will be treated to an ice cream bar.  We 
invite and encourage any and all board members and administrators to come 
celebrate with us.  
On January 28, the Beaver County Community & Law Enforcement Coalition will 
meet with all 10th, 11th and 12th grade students.  Community leaders as well as 
law enforcement officers from around the county and state will spend the morning 
interacting with BFHS students to enhance communication and trust.  
Winter sports are now in full swing as our boys basketball team will be hosting 
Aliquippa this Friday in a Section 3A matchup.  Our Lady Tigers are 3-2 in section 
play and continue to battle for a playoff berth.  Also, the boys swim team is off to 
a good start this season, winning 3 meets.  The girls swim team won their 1st 
meet of the season last week by defeating the Riverside Panthers.  The bocce and 
bowling teams’ seasons are underway as well.  Finally, senior wrestler Gabe Lilly 
has an overall record of 15-1.  Gabe recently won the MAC Championship in his 
weight class and is on his way to qualify for postseason competitions.  One other  
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major individual accomplishment occurred last night when sophomore Jeremy 
Brown bowled a perfect 300 game vs Blackhawk.  
After competing in only two games so far this year, Mr. Sheffield’s gifted program 
has one high school student, Sophomore William DeJeu, that has qualified for the 
AGLOA National tournament coming up in April in Washington, D.C. Our next 
tournament is World Events on January 30th at Blackhawk.  
Three of our high school band students successfully qualified for the PMEA District 
5-District Honors Band.  Sophomore Titus Austin as well as juniors Lily McClester 
and Isaac Miller will travel to Mercer High School next week to participate in this 
ensemble.  They will rehearse and perform with the top student musicians from 
Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties.  
We would also like to congratulate Titus, Lily and Isaac on their successful 
auditions and participation in the PMEA District 5 Honors Band festival that 
occurred last month at Grove City College. 
BFHS Musical is collaborating with the Beaver Falls ELA teachers to provide a 
reading incentive.  Beaver Falls students in 4th-8th grade who read the novel, Tuck 
Everlasting and present a passing score on the AR test will receive a “Buy one 
adult general admission ticket, get a student ticket free” voucher for our upcoming 
spring musical.  
 
XI. BVIU AND CTC UPDATES 
 
      Ron Miller gave an update on the BVIU and the CTC. 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
       Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Susan Smith that the  
       Board adjourn at 7:53 p.m.  
 
    Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 

        
  _____________________ 

                                                       Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 

  

TE/kms 
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