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To excel in the Westlake High School English Language Arts Department, students are expected to
meet the following characteristics:

1.

Curiosity and Growth Mindset: The student exhibits a natural curiosity and open-
mindedness toward new ideas, texts, and challenges. They are eager to learn, take
intellectual risks, and persist in the face of difficulty, embracing the process of growth and
discovery.

Engagement with Feedback and Abstract Thinking: Thoughtfully considers feedback,
using it to improve and deepen their understanding. Their thinking is abstract and creative,
often pushing beyond surface-level analysis to search for deeper meanings, connections,
and themes in literature.

Independent Reading and Analytical Skills: Reads a variety of texts—novels, poetry,
essays, and other forms of literature—independently and quickly comprehends their
content. The student excels in identifying symbolic, metaphorical, and rhetorical elements
in texts, offering sophisticated analyses of their significance.

Active Participation and Communication: Actively contributes to classroom discussions,
asking insightful questions and engaging meaningfully with peers and instructors. They
communicate their thoughts effectively through both oral and written presentations,
displaying clarity and confidence.

Coherent Writing and Purposeful Expression: Writes essays that are not only coherent
but also purposeful, with a clear argument and structure. The student demonstrates
mastery in various modes of discourse—argumentative, analytical, descriptive, and
narrative—while ensuring minimal errors in grammar, punctuation, and syntax.

Revision and Reflection: Approaches their own work with a growth mindset, revising drafts
thoughtfully and reflecting on feedback to improve the quality of their writing. This process
highlights their commitment to refining their skills and showcasing their ability to self-
assess and self-correct.

Analysis of Literary and Rhetorical Techniques: Shows strong analytical skills by
identifying and articulating the effects of literary devices and rhetorical techniques in texts.
Their analyses reveal a deep understanding of how authors craft their work to influence the
reader, enhance meaning, and evoke emotion.

Balance of Independence and Collaboration: Balances independence with collaboration,
recognizing when to work autonomously and when to engage with peers for shared learning.
They value teamwork and are able to contribute effectively to group discussions or projects

while also thriving in individual tasks.

This profile embodies a student who is not only academically talented but also intellectually
mature, driven by a love of learning and a dedication to developing their skills and understanding at
a deeper level.



