
Important Links

District School Calendar, School Hours, Cliffwood Morning Music Requests

Cliffwood Family Connections 8/25, 9/2, 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/6, 10/13 , 10/20, 10/27, 11/3,

11/10, 11/17, 11/24, 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/30, 1/5, 1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23

We are deeply saddened to share that one of our own, Ben Hoffman, a student at Matawan

Aberdeen Middle School, has been diagnosed with a brain tumor. As a close-knit community, it’s

time for us to come together and show our support for the Hoffman family during this difficult

journey.

Ben’s mom, Melissa, is a teacher at Cambridge Park, his brother Ethan attends Matawan High

School, and his younger sister Rebecca is in kindergarten at Cliffwood Elementary. The Hoffman

family has deep ties to our district and has always been "ALL IN" Matawan. Now, it’s our turn to

offer them support.

To help ease the burden of medical travel, meals, and other daily expenses, we are asking for

donations of gift cards from any of the businesses listed in the attached flyer. Your generosity will

help provide the Hoffman family with more quality time together as they navigate this challenging

experience.

In addition, on Wednesday, March 12th, we invite all students, families, and Cliffwood staff to wear

black and white to show our support for Ben and his family. Ben has a special love for penguins, so

if you have a shirt with a penguin or just want to wear black and white, please join us in this special

show of support for Ben.

Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity during this difficult time.

GoFundMe

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G37xLKTOLIplatqEIBrzboc6_fJfuh2a/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLulNFrj7VOFcXIMNfTsQcWbNnl4D70eG0b6QDZcd5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZsQBo-JHFYap4WlAlrl7s6zV-OZede-koE4lIkKk-Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fF1O_1eZxTZ9K-3QhgdV_yyT0bgh1_2AqTHCPl2wvN0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMu8155567dJ50tWMRGwrkMmEXhOdIi1F-cQftRdu3Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JGxadnJheiKI4fy1HazHOGP8Jcwb5T2VAbdC0M1-_0g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mcAW59py9SwhUzAa7FL7Sum524aaHx67k7-eTgaVyE0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12YXujFU50OcI9ZsdEqRCbzJaIal9OdzXpzccUbqDp7Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x2rpwkLN1UVGoyEmeH2zc3_lFj9BUpnHf0jLBbj6WYw/edit?usp=sharing
https://secure.smore.com/n/p3124
https://secure.smore.com/n/0kmvq
https://secure.smore.com/n/0w6kh
https://secure.smore.com/n/ajny3
https://secure.smore.com/n/3cz4v
https://secure.smore.com/n/gknvyt
https://secure.smore.com/n/6zcyv
https://secure.smore.com/n/nbdm5
https://secure.smore.com/n/g18794
https://secure.smore.com/n/594sx
https://secure.smore.com/n/dfq9hr
https://secure.smore.com/n/1g428
https://secure.smore.com/n/kwxd26
https://secure.smore.com/n/mk7rp6
https://secure.smore.com/n/hujwr
https://secure.smore.com/n/2ydb8
https://secure.smore.com/n/hpetu
https://secure.smore.com/n/24m68
https://secure.smore.com/n/cfrgk
https://secure.smore.com/n/bqyje
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-ben-hoffmans-fight-against-brain-tumor




Read Across America Week & Spirit Week

This week, we are thrilled to celebrate Read Across America Week! We have invited special guests

from our community to read to our students, spreading the joy of reading and storytelling. To add

even more fun, we will be celebrating Spirit Week with daily themes that encourage students to

dress up in ways that match reading-related activities. Be sure to check out the attached Spirit

Week flyer for all the details!

SEL Day – Monday, March 3rd

On Monday, March 3rd, we will celebrate SEL Day, a day dedicated to Social and Emotional

Learning. The focus will be on mindfulness, empathy, and building strong connections within our

school community.

In-Service Day Reminder

Please note that school will be closed on Wednesday, March 5th, for an In-Service Day, so plan

accordingly.

Parent-Teacher Conferences – March 11th & 12th

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place on Tuesday, March 11th (evening) and Wednesday,

March 12th (afternoon). Students will be dismissed at 1:20 PM on both days. If you haven’t

scheduled your conference yet, please log into the Parent Portal to select a time. If you need any

assistance, feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher or the Cliffwood School main office.

Wiz Fit Fundraiser Update

The Wiz Fit fundraiser was a huge success! We will announce the winners in next week’s

newsletter. Here’s a quick recap of the exciting prizes:



Overall Individual Winner: The student who raised the most money will become Principal for

the Day.

Class with the Most Funds: This class will get to tape Mrs. Cherence to the wall at the Harlem

Wizards vs Cliffwood Staff Game on May 15th. Be sure to grab your tickets! The flyer is

attached.

Second-Place Class: An Ice Cream Party will be awarded.

Third-Place Class: A Pizza Party will be awarded.

Thank you all for your continued support and generosity!

We look forward to another exciting month of activities, learning, and community spirit. As always,

thank you for your partnership in making Cliffwood School a wonderful place for our students to

learn and grow.

Thank you for your continued support and compassion for the Hoffman family and our entire

school community.







Attending school regularly is essential for academic success and helps students stay engaged in

their learning. To encourage great attendance, the homerooms with the highest attendance in each

grade for the month will earn extra recess time. The top classes will be announced at the

beginning of each month!

Click Here to Register

2024-2025 MOST Mentor Form

https://forms.gle/C74Ftasw9J4Njd9m9
https://forms.gle/xA2Jp4HUE1hhdZ2B6










The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"

absence; these reasons are listed below.



1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved

religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).

2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.

3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.

4. Take Our Children to Work Day.

5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.

6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the

receiving school.

Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and

well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when

students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and

every school day counts!

Link to the Menu

https://marsd.nutrislice.com/menu/cliffwood-es
https://marsd.nutrislice.com/menu/cliffwood-es
















3/3-3/7- Read Across America Week

3/5- School Closed- Inservice Day

3/11 & 3/12- Parent Teacher Conferences-Early Dismissal for

students, students dismissed at 1:20 PM

3/12- Show support for Ben & the Hoffman family, wear black & white (penguins)

3/12- Burgers for Ben Fundraiser at the Burger Shop

3/19- Early Dismissal for PreK Students Only

3/19- Cliffwood PTO Meeting 5:30 PM in the Cafeteria

3/19- Star Student Ceremony 6:30 PM in the Cafeteria

4/3- 3rd Grade Concert

5/15- Harlem Wizards Game

4/3- School Picture Day

5/23- Fun Day

6/13- PreK Promotion

6/17- Kindergarten Celebration



Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

