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Executive Summary 
Introduction and Background 
Pleasanton Unified School District has contracted with MGT to develop and analyze demographic data relevant to 
the district’s facility planning efforts. The scope of contracted work includes updating district mapping files, 
analyzing the district using the previous four years of geocoded student data files, developing, and researching 
pertinent demographic data in and around the district, identifying current and future residential development 
plans and preparing a seven-year student population forecast. 

The purpose of this report is to identify and inform the district of the demographic trends occurring within the 
community, how these trends may affect future student populations, and to assist in illustrating facility 
adjustments that may be necessary to accommodate the potential student population shifts, to assist the district 
in evaluating future site requirements and the need for potential attendance area changes. 

MGT, a non-biased third-party consultant, has been contracted to prepare and maintain a seven-year 
demographic study. In this study, MGT produced detailed neighborhood and attendance area population forecasts 
based on the residential address of students. MGT bases its forecasts on the belief that school facility planning is 
more accurate when facilities are located where the greatest number of students reside. This study is intended to 
help the district notice specific demographic trends that could assist them in making informed decisions regarding 
long-range planning efforts. 

The Data Sources section details how the two sources of data – geographic and non-geographic -- are collected 
and used in the seven-year student population forecast model. 

The Forecast Methodology section discusses, in detail, how the factors used in the study were calculated, and why 
they were used. These factors include area birthrates and their effect on incoming kindergarten classes, the effects 
of student mobility, student yield factors based on historic housing data and trends, and a detailed review of 
future residential development within the district. 

The Student Resident Forecast Summary sections offer a review of this year's student resident forecast results. 
These sections include the district-wide student population forecast summary and a forecasted resident student 
population summary for both the existing attendance areas and the individual study areas from which they were 
calculated. 

While reading this report, it is important to remember that it is based on data gathered at the time of the study. 
Due to potential population shifts, changes in development plans, fluctuating funding opportunities, and district 
priorities, all findings presented in this report are subject to change. 
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Key Items in the District-Wide Analysis: 

• Overall, the resident student population for Pleasanton Unified School District is projected to decrease by
935 students over the next seven years, reflecting a declining rate of 7.5%.  The resident student population
has declined by 7.1% (954 students) since 2021.

• The TK-5 resident student population is forecasted to decrease by 4% by 2031 (loss of 202 TK-5 students).

• As smaller class sizes matriculate through, resident students in grades 6-8 are expected to decrease
approximately 11.1% over the next seven years (a loss of 326 6-8 students).

• The resident district high school population is expected to decrease by 9% by SY 2031 (loss of 409 9-12
students). This is a result of many years where larger 12th grade classes graduate and have smaller 9th grades
continuously enter the District’s high schools.

• There are approximately 2,800 residential development units phased for the seven-year forecast.
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1. Methodology 
Data Sources 

Geographic Map Data 
Five (5) geographic data layers were modified or created for use in the seven-year student population 

forecasts: 

STREET CENTERLINE DATA/PARCELS 
Street centerline/parcel data files are utilized during the geocoding process of the student data. The 

geocoding process places a point on the map for every student in the exact location where the student resides. 
Each student is geocoded to the parcels by their given residence address. This enables MGT to analyze student 
data geographically.  

STUDY AREAS 
Study areas are small geographic areas – such as neighborhoods or portions of neighborhoods – that are 

considered the building blocks of school district attendance areas. Study areas are geographically defined 
following logical boundaries within a school district, such as freeways, streets, railroad tracks, or green space. Each 
study area is then coded with the corresponding elementary, middle, and high school that the students in the area 
are assigned to attend. By gathering information about the district at the study area level, MGT and PUSD can 
closely monitor growth and demographic trends in regions and identify the potential need for boundary or facility 
adjustments. Currently, 221 study areas make up the school district. 

SCHOOLS 
School facility information, including school names, addresses, unique identifying codes, grade ranges, 

and capacities, was provided to MGT by district staff. 

PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Residential development data was obtained through discussions with the local municipalities. MGT 

researched possible new developments that could impact future student counts and reviewed the information 
with school district staff. This data includes the development name, location, housing type, and the total 
number of units within the development. The planned residential development information is subject to 
changes in the marketplace; therefore, this data should be reevaluated annually. MGT and Pleasanton Unified 
School District were monitoring projects closely during this study. 

STUDENT DATA 
HISTORIC STUDENT DATA - Historic population data is used to compare past student population trends as well 
as the effects of mobility (movement of students in or out of existing housing) throughout the district. 

CURRENT STUDENT DATA - A student data file representing student membership as of School Year 2024 was 
provided to MGT by district staff. This data was summarized by grade level and each student was located by 
residential address to identify current study area populations. This data is used as a baseline for student 
population forecasts. The forecasts encompass the next seven years from SY2025/26 through SY2031/32. 
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Forecast Methodology 
MGT has created seven-year, residence-based, modified cohort forecasts for each study area in PUSD. 

The forecast methodology used in this study combines historic student population counts, past and present 
demographic characteristics, and planned residential development to forecast future student populations at the 
study- area level. District-wide and school-level forecasts are summarized from the individual study area forecasts. 

RESIDENCE-BASED 
These forecasts are based on where the students reside and where they are assigned to attend school. To 

provide the most accurate estimate of where future school facilities may be needed, MGT uses the location of 
where the students reside as opposed to their school of enrollment because we believe that school facility 
planning is more accurate when facilities are located where the greatest number of students reside.  The best way 
to plan for future student population shifts is to know where the next group of students will be living. 

Typically, district-generated forecasts are based on school enrollments and are forecasted for staffing and 
budgetary needs. However, this method is often inadequate for long-range planning needs, such as the location 
of future school facilities, because the location of the students is not taken into consideration. A school’s 
enrollment can fluctuate annually not only due to population trends but also due to variables in the curriculum, 
program changes, school administration, and open-enrollment policies. These variables can skew the apparent 
need for new or additional facilities in an area. 

MODIFIED COHORT 

The method used by MGT is unique because it modifies a standard cohort forecast with demographic 
factors and student residential location. For each year of the forecast, 12th grade students graduate and continue 
students’ progress through to the next grade level. This normal progression of students is modified by the forecast 
variables detailed below. 

SEVEN-YEAR FORECASTS 
Projections are calculated seven years from the date of the forecast for several reasons. The planning 

horizon for any type of facility is typically no less than five years, often longer. Seven years is usually enough to 
adequately plan for any new facility. Forecasts beyond seven years are based on speculation due to the lack of 
reliable information on birth rates, new home construction, and economic conditions. 
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Chart 1: Forecasts by Residence Flowchart 
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Forecast Factors 
There are three primary factors that can directly influence a forecast: birthrates, mobility, and student 

yield factors.  If all factors register at a lower level, they suggest a decrease in the district’s population.  Conversely, 
higher factors typically signal growth within the district. Frequently, it’s a blend of both scenarios.  For instance, 
national birth rates may be on the decline, but a district can maintain stability or expansion by fostering adequate 
development to counterbalance the decreasing birth trend. 

Birth Rates  
MGT uses birth data correlating to the district boundary and applies the data accordingly. The assumption 

underlying the use of birth statistics from year to year is that increases or decreases in the number of births in the 
area will translate to increases or decreases in future kindergarten enrollment. For example, the SY2024 
kindergarten class in PUSD was born five years previous in 2019. Any subsequent changes in births in 2020 
compared to 2019 and 2021 to 2019, etc. would result in similar increases or decreases in future kindergarten 
class sizes. 

In calculating birth rates, the capture rate of births is also taken into account. This consideration is crucial 
for assessing whether the current kindergarten class size is an anomaly. Should it be determined that the class 
size is atypical, future estimated capture rates can be adjusted to eliminate errors resulting from unusually high 
or low enrollment figures in kindergarten. 

TABLE 1: BIRTH FACTORS 

Birth data for the district was collected from the California Department of Health Statistics to calculate 
the birth rates applied in the forecast. The birth rates for PUSD are steadily declining which is a contributing factor 
to the declining kindergarten class sizes. 
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CHART 2: CAPTURE RATE OF BIRTHS IN PLEASANTON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

 The chart above shows the capture rate or market share of births within the PUSD boundaries to the 
kindergarten class in the Pleasanton Unified School District in the last six years and the expected resident 
kindergarten class in the first four years of the forecast. As shown in the previous table, the live births from 2014-
2023 continue to decline. However, the Capture Rates for the PUSD have exceeded 100% for over two decades.  
This essentially means that if the Capture Rate for a particular year is 140% (as it shows above comparing births 
in 2014 to Kindergarten 5 years later in 2019), then if 618 students were born in 2014, there were 868 students 
attending Kindergarten in PUSD 5 years later. This implies birth rates may not be the only factor in the size of 
the kindergarten class and may include such factors as out-of-district students attending PUSD schools, or 
families moving into the district, bringing in new students that were not born within district boundaries or 
simply, there is a lot of resales going on during those 5 years and the people moving in bring more school age 
children into the District that were not present before.  As was said above, this has been a trend going on in the 
Pleasanton area for many years. 
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Student Mobility Factors 
Student mobility factors further refine the student population forecasts. Mobility refers to the increase or 

decrease in the movement of students within and out of the district boundary’s existing housing. Mobility is a 
spatial cohort survival rate meaning that it calculates the movement of students from grade in that geographic 
area. Mobility factors consider apartment movement, housing resales, foreclosures, movement to non-district 
schools, early graduation, and high school dropout rates. Mobility, like a cohort, is applied as a percentage of 
increase/decrease to each grade for every year of the forecast. 

Mobility is calculated using four years of student data. MGT uses current elementary school attendance 
areas as the basis to calculate Mobility Factors. Using small geographic areas helps identify and focus on trends 
within the district. A net increase or decrease of zero students over time is represented by a factor of 1.00 or a 
100% pass- through rate. A net student loss is represented by a factor less than 1.000 (such as .96 or a -4% net 
loss) and a net gain by a factor greater than 1.00 (such as 1.05 or a 5% net increase). 

HOW IS MOBILITY APPLIED? 

 

Example: 

 100 Kindergarten students in SY2024-25 

X 1.05 (Alisal ES 1st-grade mobility) 

= 105 1st-grade students in SY2025-26 

TABLE 2: MOBILITY FACTORS 

 

Referencing the table above, it can be determined Pleasanton USD generally sees a positive influence 
from student mobility, meaning, that student classes are generally staying static or increasing slightly. It is typical 
to see an influx of students into the 1st, 6th and 9th grades, which is seen in the table above. Overall, these higher 
rates help PUSD from experiencing a steeper student population decline.  
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Student Yield Factors (SYF) 
The Student Yield Factors, when applied to planned residential development units, determine how many 

additional students will be generated from new construction within the district. 

Two sets of data are required to calculate Student Yield Factors: a current student file provided by PUSD 
and current housing unit data. In a full SYF Study, the geocoded student data file is overlaid with the housing data 
to determine how many students reside in each housing type. This allows MGT to associate each student with a 
specific housing unit. A full SYF study is recommended every 2-5 years depending on the amount of residential 
growth of the district, the economy or life altering events, such as a pandemic.  

Student Yield Factors are an important tool for school districts to use in planning for future enrollment 
growth. By knowing the SYF for different types of housing, districts can get a better idea of how many students 
they can expect to enroll in the future. This information can be used to make decisions about staffing, facilities, 
and programming. 

The Student Yield Factor (SYF) for Pleasanton Unified School District measures the number of school-aged 
children residing in housing units built within the last five years. For Pleasanton Unified School District in grades 
K-12, the SYF is 0.716 for single-family detached (SFD) homes, 0.723 for multi-family attached (MFA) homes, 0.264
for apartments (APT), and 0.196 for Transit Oriented Developments (TOD). This means that for every 100 single-
family detached homes constructed in the past five years, the district gains approximately 72 school-aged children. 
For multi-family attached homes, such as townhomes, the district gains about 72 students for every 100 homes
built. In the case of apartments, the SYF indicates a gain of 26 students for every 100 apartments constructed in
the last five years. Moving forward with the forecast, the Pleasanton Unified School District can anticipate an
increase in student enrollment from upcoming residential developments based on the Student Yield Factors (SYF).

TABLE 3: STUDENT YIELD FACTORS 
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Planned Residential Development 
Closely related to the Student Yield Factors are planned residential development units. Planned residential development data is collected to 

determine the number of new residential units that will be built over the time frame of the student population forecasts. MGT collected information 
from city planning departments as well as project developers regarding planned or active construction. Currently, there are 22 active or planned projects 
in Pleasanton Unified School District, totaling 2,826 units included in the forecast over the next seven years.  

MAP 1: ACTIVE AND FUTURE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE NEXT SEVEN YEARS 
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TABLE 4: LISTING OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDED IN THE FORECAST 
This is a list of residential development projects containing units that will affect the forecast. 
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CHART 3: RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT BY ELEMENTARY ATTENDANCE AREA 

• 22 projects have units included in the forecast in 7 elementary attendance areas.

• 2,826 units included in the forecast.

CHART 4: RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT UNITS BY UNIT TYPE 

• 45% of the residential units are single family units

• Based on student yield factors, 100 single-family units is expect to yield 38 elementary, 16
middle school and 17 high school students
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TABLE 5: LISTING OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS NOT INCLUDED IN FORECAST 
This is a list of residential development projects that are being monitored, however not enough 
information is available to include them in the forecast or the project is no longer active.  These 
developments have been discussed with City Planning and they have mentioned that they do not see any 
of these projects happening over the next seven years. 
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2. Student Information 
 The forecast relies on student data as its cornerstone. Initially, we gather the latest four years of student 
information. Engaging in quality checks, including verification through Student Verification forms, we collaborated 
closely with the district to validate the accuracy of the acquired data. Subsequently, we move on to geocoding the 
students based on their home addresses. This process allows us to conduct spatial analyses such as creating a 
Student Density map, Attendance Matrices, and ultimately generating the Student Forecast. 

TABLE 6: STUDENT ACCOUNTING SUMMARY 
 The Student Accounting Summary indicates the total student enrollment as of 10/2/2024, and the number 
of students used in the resident student forecast. The forecast model is based upon student residence and 
excludes students residing outside of the district boundaries and students with addresses that are not matched 
during geocoding. The forecast also may exclude other groups of students indicated in the summary below. 
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PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS BASED ON DATA VERIFICATION 
Pleasanton Unified School District is declining in enrollment. 14 of 18 schools have decreased in 

enrollment since last year, with Henry P. Mohr ES experiencing the most significant decrease of 48 students. Of 
the 4 schools experiencing growth, Amador Valley High experienced the largest growth, of 13 students. Overall, 
the trend of student counts points to a likely gradual decrease in the district wide student population in the future. 

TABLE 7: ENROLLMENT TREND BY GRADE 
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TABLE 8: ENROLLMENT TREND BY SCHOOL 
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TABLE 9: VERIFIED STUDENT DATA FORMS
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MAP 2: RESIDENT STUDENT DENSITY SY 2024/25 
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Attendance Matrix 

An attendance matrix is included to clarify where students live versus where they attend school. It's 
important to note that MGT bases its forecasts on students' residences rather than their current school 
enrollments. This approach allows for the most accurate predictions of student population shifts and the optimal 
locations for future facilities, if needed. As a result, the resident forecast figures for each school may differ slightly 
from the actual reported enrollment. Given that programs and policies can change, the most effective way to plan 
for future facilities is by understanding where the upcoming student populations reside, rather than focusing 
solely on their current school enrollments. 

Attendance matrices serve as a check and balance for student accounting by showing where students 
reside (their School of Residence) based on their geocoded addresses and where they attend (School of 
Attendance) according to district-provided data. This comparison is crucial for ensuring that the students included 
in the forecasts align with the district’s enrollment records for each school. Additionally, by comparing School of 
Residence data with School of Attendance data, intra-district transfer patterns can be identified. The student 
counts in the matrix reflect HCS’s enrollment as of the 2024 school year. 

Reading the Matrix 
The rows of the attendance matrix represent students living within each attendance area, while the 

columns show the number of students attending each school. As you read across a row, you'll see which schools 
the students from that attendance area are attending. Reading down a column reveals where the students 
attending that school live. 

For example, on 10/2/2024, Alisal Elementary School had 435 students residing in its attendance area. Of 
those, 331 attended Alisal, 3 students attending Donlon ES, 1 attends Fairlands ES, and so on. In the column 
labeled Alisal ES, the total at the bottom shows that 544 students are enrolled there. Beyond the 331 who live in 
the Alisal attendance area, 9 live in the Donlon ES attendance area, 16 in the Fairlands ES attendance area, and so 
forth. Additionally, 17 students enrolled at Alisal live outside the district boundary and 40 are Special Education 
students. 

Following the matrix, the Utilization and Transfer Analysis provides insights into each school's capacity, 
utilization based on residence, utilization based on enrollment, and student transfer patterns. For instance, Alisal 
ES has a capacity of 556 students. The Residence columns display the utilization percentage if all 435 students 
living within the Alisal ES attendance area were enrolled at their home campus. The Enrollment columns show the 
utilization based on actual enrollment compared to the school's capacity. The Resident Student Transfers column 
identifies the number of district students transferring in and out of the school, while the Inter-District Transfers 
column highlights the number of students attending from outside the district. 

 

. 
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TABLE 10: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MATRIX 
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TABLE 11: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UTILIZATION AND TRANSFER ANALYSIS 
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MAP 3: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UTILIZATION (BASED ON ENROLLMENT) 
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TABLE 12: MIDDLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MATRIX 

 

 

TABLE 13: MIDDLE SCHOOL UTILIZATION AND TRANSFER ANALYSIS 
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MAP 4: MIDDLE SCHOOL UTILIZATION (BASED ON ENROLLMENT) 
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TABLE 14: HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MATRIX 

 

 

TABLE 15: HIGH SCHOOL UTILIZATION AND TRANSFER ANALYSIS 
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MAP 5: HIGH SCHOOL UTILIZATION (BASED ON ENROLLMENT) 
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3. District-Wide Student Population Forecasts 
The student population is forecasted out seven years for each of the study areas, attendance areas, and 

for the entire Pleasanton Unified School District. The district-wide summary enables the district to see a broad 
overview of future population shifts and what effect these shifts may have on existing and future facilities. Each 
attendance area is summarized to give a local view of population changes and identify variances within the district. 

Together, these forecast summaries present the means for identifying the timing of future population 
shifts and overall facility adjustments needed to accommodate these shifts. Study areas and their forecasted 
resident students can be shifted between schools to assist in balancing enrollment through boundary changes, 
grade-level reassignments, or other means identified to better utilize school facilities. Forecasts provided in this 
report are based on students who live in the district School Year 2024.  

Forecast Trends 

The building blocks of the forecasts are the individual study areas. There are currently a total of 221 study 
areas in the Pleasanton Unified School District. The attendance areas and district summary are simply the 
compilation of all the study areas. For each study area, the student counts are forecasted over seven years 
(Current: SY2024/25; Forecasted: SY2025/26 through SY2031/32).  

Pleasanton Unified School District has 9 elementary schools, 3 middle schools and, and 2 high schools with 
attendance area boundaries. As of 10/2/2024, the district reported a total enrollment of 13,306 students: 5,266 
in grades TK-5, 3,123 in grades 6 through 8, 4,879 in grades 9 through 12, and 29 grade 13 students. Of those 
reported students, MGT used 12,490 students to calculate the seven-year forecast. The students living outside of 
the district boundaries (523 students), Special Education Students (264 students) and 29 Adult Education students 
were left out of the forecast. The preschool students are included in summaries but were not used in the forecast.   

Overall, the total student population for PUSD is expected to decrease by 7.5% (997 students) over the 
next seven years.  Low birth rates account for much of decline and the anticipated residential development was 
not enough to compensate for this decline. In addition, the declining kindergarten class will influence the school 
population, as larger grades are replaced by smaller incoming classes, leading to a further decrease in enrollment.   
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Table 16: District Forecast Summary 
Forecast based on student data processed 10/2/2024. 
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CHART 5: HISTORICAL, CURRENT AND FORECASTED TRENDS SY2024-SY2031 
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MAP 6: FORECASTED 7-YEAR CHANGE IN RESIDENT STUDENTS 

 

The study areas within the color range are the planning areas that make up the titled attendance zone. Red/orange areas indicate forecasted student 
decline, and the green areas represent areas with growth. The gray zones represent “No Change” and frequently have little to no population. Data is 
based on School Year 2024 resident students and their existing zones. This map does not reflect any rezoning or changes since fall student report to 
state department of education.  
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4. Attendance Area Forecasts 
Trend Summaries by Elementary, Middle and High School 

Elementary Attendance Area (TK-5) Student Population Forecast Trends 
Pleasanton USD TK-5 enrollment decreased by 209 students when comparing last years 23/24 

resident student population to 24/25. This will contribute to a slight decline in enrollment over the next 
seven years.  

The largest contributor to the decrease in enrollment in grades TK-5 is Henry P Mohr Elementary 
School. Mohr ES resident enrollment has declined over the past several years and is expected to continue 
to decrease. There is a large drop in students transitioning from 5th to 6th grade in that attendance area. 
There is little planned growth in the area, not enough to offset the outward migration. Both Fairlands ES 
and Vintage Hills ES have similar mobility issues, and both attendance areas are expecting a slight decrease 
in the TK-5 student population.  

CHART 6: GRADES TK-5 HISTORICAL, CURRENT AND FORECASTED TRENDS SY2024-SY2031 
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MAP 7: ELEMENTARY ATTENDANCE AREAS 
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Middle School Attendance Area (6-8) Student Population Forecast Trends 
 All three middle schools are expected to see declines over the next seven years, but Pleasanton 
MS will experience the most significant decrease in resident population of around 20%. The mobility rates 
for these grade levels are generally steady, implying that student matriculation is not a major factor in the 
student body decline. More likely, it is the smaller elementary school classes moving through the grades 
that contributes to the decline. 

CHART 7: GRADES 6-8 HISTORICAL, CURRENT AND FORECASTED TRENDS SY2024-SY2031 
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MAP 8: MIDDLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS 
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High School Attendance Area (9-12) Student Population Forecast Trends 
 Both high schools will experience some decline over the seven-year forecast, although Amador 
Valley HS will be more affected. The same factors that are affecting the junior high school and elementary 
schools feeding into Amador Valley HS will affect them as well.  

CHART 8: GRADES 9-12 HISTORICAL, CURRENT AND FORECASTED TRENDS SY2024-SY2031 
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MAP 9: HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS 
 

 

02/27/2025 



4. ATTENDANCE AREA FORECASTS 

 

 PAGE 37 

 

Elementary Attendance Area Forecasts 

ALISAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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DONLON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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FAIRLANDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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HEARST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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HENRY P MOHR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

  

02/27/2025 



4. ATTENDANCE AREA FORECASTS 

  PAGE 42 

 

LYDIKSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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VALLEY VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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VINTAGE HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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WALNUT GROVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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Middle School Attendance Area Forecasts 
HART MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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HARVEST PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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PLEASANTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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High School Attendance Area Forecasts 
AMADOR VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
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FOOTHILL HIGH SCHOOL 
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Appendix A: Census Data 
DEMOGRAPHIC AND INCOME PROFILE PROVIDED BY CENSUS 
Data provided on the following pages is based on geographically related information from Pleasanton Unified 
School District based on a third-party source using Esri analytics in combination with Census information and 
American Community Survey. This information is provided by MGT as supplemental information about the district. 
Davis did not research nor guarantee the accuracy of the Census data. Demographic and Income Profile Provided 
by Census. 

METHODOLOGY STATEMENT 
• Demographic and Income Profile: Esri forecasts for 2024 and 2029. Esri Updated Demographics are point 

estimates representing July 1 of the current and forecast years. The following table summarizes the updated 
demographic variables. Also included are select averages, medians, aggregates, and per capita values. 

• American Community Survey (ACS) Housing Summary: Esri provides reports, data enrichment, and thematic 
mapping for ACS estimates in standard geographies, current ZIP codes, and user-defined polygons. Reports 
include two summary profiles, Population, and Housing. Esri's reports/maps are designed to simplify the data 
and enhance its usability with reliability thresholds. ACS data provide much of the information previously 
available through the decennial census. ACS uses a continuous measurement or "rolling" sample, in which a 
small percent of the population is sampled every month. The ACS is updated and released more frequently 
than the decennial census—every year instead of every ten years. Smaller sample sizes and variable collection 
times have introduced a margin of error into their estimates. 
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