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• Introductions

• Literacy Screening and Assessments

• Understanding Dyslexia

• Instructional Supports

• Family & School Partnerships

• Questions
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W E L C O M E

Invitation to Connect:

• Share your name

• How you are connected to BSD 

(student, staff, etc.)

• Share a student strength

• What you hope to learn at the event



R C W  – E A R LY  L I T E R A C Y  &  D Y S L E X I A
RCW 28A.300.700  Requirements “Identify indicators 
and areas of weakness that are highly predictive of 
future reading difficulty, including phonological 
awareness, phonemic awareness, rapid naming skills, 
letter sound knowledge…”

Three Components: 
1. Screen students using screening tools and resources that 

exemplify best-practices
2. Utilize MTSS team to design & provide interventions
3. Parent/Guardian Communication:

– The initial notice of intervention
– Regularly update the student's parents or guardians of 

the student's progress.



R E A D I N G  A S S E S S M E N T S

• Administered 3 times a year

– Sep-Oct

– Jan-Feb

– May-June

• Grades K-2: DIBELS & TRC:

– Jan-Feb: Additional Test RAN

• Grades 3-5: STAR & DIBELS as needed

What is DIBELS Assessing?

Kindergarten 1
st

Grade 2
nd

Grade

Letter Naming 
Fluency - LNF

Letter Naming 
Fluency - LNF

Phonemic 
Segmentation 
Fluency - PSF

Phonemic 
Segmentation 
Fluency - PSF

Nonsense Word 
Fluency - NWF

Nonsense Word 
Fluency - NWF

Nonsense Word 
Fluency - NWF

Word Reading 
Fluency - WRF

Word Reading 
Fluency - PSF

Word Reading 
Fluency - PSF

Oral Reading 
Fluency - ORF

Oral Reading 
Fluency - PSF

Maze (closed 
reading 
procedure)



W H A T  I S  R A N ?

• Rapid Automatized Naming: a timed 

assessment to measure how quickly 

someone can name familiar items 

(numbers, letters, colors, objects, etc.) 

• Purpose: early identification for 

students who are at risk for reading 

difficulties
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S A M P L E  H O M E  

C O N N E C T  L E T T E R



Source: www.understood.org 

W H A T  I S  D Y S L E X I A ?

Dyslexia 

is an unexpected difficulty in 

reading in an individual who has 

the intelligence to be a much 

better reader.

While people with dyslexia are 

slower with reading and writing 

tasks, they often, paradoxically, 

are very fast and creative 

thinkers with strong reasoning 

abilities. Key Takeaway 
Effective reading interventions can change the brains 
of kids and adults who have dyslexia. 



W H A T  I S  D Y S L E X I A ?

Source: https://shorturl.at/YLSHD                              Child-Friendly source: https://shorturl.at/zqlf8
Note: Closed Captioning can be turned on once video has started. 



D Y S L E X I C  S T R E N G T H S

• Big picture thinking: Seeing patterns 

and trends in data

• Spatial reasoning: Remembering a 

virtual environment

• Abstract thinking: Understanding 

abstract ideas

• Dynamic reasoning: Predicting or 

simulating the future

• Three-dimensional 

thinking: Manipulating 3D objects in 

their mind
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D Y S L E X I A  I S  A  P R O C E S S I N G  

D I S O R D E R

Recent research also shows that dyslexia 
affects reading due to auditory (hearing) 
and phonological (hearing the sound and 
connecting to the symbol) processing 
challenges and not due solely 
to visual (seeing) processing as previously 
thought.

The Alphabetic Principle: each letter symbol 
has a speech sound that corresponds to it.  
Example: Letter P
Students with dyslexia struggle with 
connecting the sounds of speech to their 
corresponding symbols due to these 
processing difficulties. 

Student difficulties extend beyond just 
sounds (phonology) to groups of sounds 
(morphology) and memorized sight 
words. As a result, they will need many more 
exposures than the typical learner to build 
those connections and master the concepts.



D Y S L E X I A  I S  H E R E D I T A R Y
Studies at Yale University have shown that dyslexia often 

manifests along family lines:

– There is a 23 – 65% chance that their children will inherit 

dyslexia

– There is a 40% chance that one of their siblings will have 

dyslexia as well

– There is a 27 – 49% chance that these individuals have 

inherited their dyslexia from a parent with the same condition

• If we know that dyslexia is highly hereditary, it can help 

us with early identification of reading difficulties in the 

classroom through family history surveys as a part of 

the early screening process.



L I T E R A C Y  

F A C T S

1/5 people world wide display 

indicators of dyslexia

Students can be assessed by aged 51/2 

with 92% accuracy.

Source: International Dyslexia 

Association
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D Y S L E X I A  I S  C O M M O N  A N D  O C C U R S  

O N  A  S P E C T R U M

If dyslexia is so common, why isn't it more obvious in the classroom? 

• Students with dyslexia don’t know they have dyslexia.

• Dyslexia occurs on a spectrum, with varying levels of severity.  

• Although dyslexia might be present, but some students may compensate.

Inability to 
sound out the 
pronunciation 
of words

Learning new 
words slowly

Difficulty recalling the 
right word or forming 
answers
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S C R E E N I N G  V S .  D I A G N O S I N G

• Screening helps educators identify 

how to best support students 

instructionally – any instructional 

need.  

• Screening for reading difficulties is 

not the same as diagnosing 

dyslexia. Students can only 

be diagnosed with dyslexia formally 

by a psychologist.

We don’t need a 
diagnosis to design 
effective instruction!



M U LT I -T I E R E D  S Y S T E M S  O F  S U P P O R T  

( M T S S )

• Multi-tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) is a 

framework used by schools to identify and 

provide immediate intervention for students

• School teams organize their existing staff, 

assessments, instruction, and resources to 

support student needs. 

• Each school’s MTSS framework may look 

different, one aspect remains unchanged: an 

array of evidence-based instruction to be 

delivered consistently that is aligned with 

assessed needs will drive student success.



S A M P L E  I N S T R U C T I O N / I N T E R V E N T I O N  

L E T T E R
Dear Parent/Guardian/Family,
Bellevue School District is committed to helping all students become strong confident readers.  To ensure students reach their potential and are provided instruction to address their 
needs, the Bellevue School District will be implementing screening tools and resources that evaluate reading performance for “indications of below grade level literacy development or 
areas of weakness associated with dyslexia” (required by WA State Senate Bill 6162).

You are receiving this letter to let you know your student was screened for early literacy skills in English as part of the best practices outlined by the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI).  The screening tool used is mCLASS DIBELS and RAN and assesses your child for reading skills such as phonemic awareness, letter sound knowledge and phonics.

For more information, please visit:
•Dyslexia Screening Family Fact Sheet
•OSPI’s Dyslexia Fact Information Sheet
•BSD’s Early Literacy Screening

Screening Results: Your student’s screening results demonstrated below grade level literacy development in English or demonstrated areas of weakness associated with dyslexia . All K-2 
students in Washington state schools are screened in early literacy skills as reading difficulties are most effectively addressed in the early years.  This is not a diagnosis of dyslexia; it is 
evidence to guide instruction and accelerate learning toward grade level expectation.  The mCLASS Home Connect Letter has detailed results of the screening.

Summary of Intervention Plan:
• Instructional Goal: Phonological Awareness 
• Intervention Resource: mCLASS Lessons
• Frequency of Intervention: 10 min/day - 4 days a week
• Progress Monitoring Tool: mCLASS Phoneme Segmentation Fluency 
•

Progress Monitoring Check: Frequent brief assessments will be administered to monitor your child’s progress and the results will be communicated with you. You can expect to receive 
an update on your student’s progress by (insert DATE).

Invitation to Share: A Family-School partnership is important to your child’s success.  Per the direction of state law, we invite you to share any family history with reading struggles or 
literacy development that you believe would be helpful in supporting your child’s success.  Please contact me if you would like to share or have questions about the early literacy 
screening results.

In partnership,
Classroom Teacher



S A M P L E  O N - G O I N G  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  

L E T T E R

Hello Parent,

I am writing to provide you with updates regarding your student’s interventions. Below is a 
summary of his progress.

Summary of Intervention Plan:

• Instructional Goal: Phonological Awareness 

• Intervention Resource: mCLASS Lessons

• Frequency of Intervention: 10 min/day - 4 days a week

• Progress Monitoring Tool: mCLASS Phoneme Segmentation Fluency 

Summary of Progress:

For the last 2 weeks, Your student’s literacy intervention focused on linking sounds and 
letters.  Your student has demonstrated 87% proficiency/accuracy when assessed.  For the next 2 
weeks, the focus will include identifying initial and final letter sounds. The next summary of 
progress will be the week of April 4.



Components of Literacy Instruction



F A M I L Y / G U A R D I A N  &  S C H O O L  

P A R T N E R S H I P

• Partner with classroom educator & school providers: collaborate on focus skills and 

practice

• Listen to Your Student: Read and discuss what they enjoy

• Play Games: Sounds, Words, Rhyming, etc. are all important to understanding how 

language is spoken, read and written

• Audio Books are Reading: Listening to Books is Reading and builds language and 

comprehension skills

• Read & Connect with your student – positive experiences with reading and language 

build foundational skills and establish a love for literacy AND most importantly it is fun!



Q U E S T I O N S

Invitation to share or ask 

questions!
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S T A Y  I N  T O U C H !
Contact Us!

Curriculum Developer – Amber Anderson, 

andersonam@bsd405.org

Director of K-5 Language & Literacy, Dual & 

Bilingual Programs, MLL, LAP & Title I – Ema 

Shirk, shirke@bsd405.org

Executive Director of Teaching and Learning – 

Melisa Macias, maciasm@bsd405.org

Director of Special Education  - Jennifer Barabe-

Snyder, barbej@bsd405.org

School Administrator – Rachel Pearson, 

pearsonr@bsd405.org


