
Family of late St. Amant icon tosses first 
pitch in home-opener at Clark Lambert Field 
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At the Softball team?s 
first regular season home game, 
Clark Lambert?s family threw 
the first pitch in honor of the 
field?s renaming in his memory. 
Lambert was an important 
addition to the team and the 
school. When asked about his 
legacy, his family said, ?The 
school was everything (to him). 
He did everything for them, he 
would?ve done anything, and did 
everything he could. He lived 
and breathed St. Amant High 
School.? During his time at St. 
Amant, Lambert worked hard 
taking the girls to games and 
repainting the field. He went 
beyond his call of duty, 
volunteering his time and efforts 
to the school.

Lambert?s undying love 
and care for the team shines 
through in the way the people 
around him speak of him. During 
a recent interview with the 
Gonzales Weekly Citizen, 
Former Principal Beth Templet 
stated that Lambert never missed 
a day of work during his 40 
years of custodial and volunteer 
work. Lambert?s dedication to 
the school was undoubtedly 
exceptional.

The Ascension Parish 

School Board agreed to rename 
the field during the January 28 
meeting, in order to 
commemorate the legacy of one 
of the cornerstones of the St. 
Amant community.  The school?s 
creation of this memorial is not 
only significant for the players, 
but also his family. 

?Such a tribute to Clark. 
It just means so much to the 
family, it really does,? says Dean 
Lambert, a relative of Mr. 
Lambert. Lambert?s family 
reiterated how honored they felt 
by the renaming. Dean Lambert 
shared that he doesn?t know if 
Clark Lambert would believe 
they did this for him: ?It?s pretty 
awesome. I know he?s looking 
down on us now.? Despite the 
tragic loss the family 
experienced, they look to the 
brightside knowing he lived a 
happy life. Clark?s legacy will 
forever live with the St. Amant 
Softball team, as they go towards 
the rest of their season.

Their next game will be 
March 3 against E.D. White at 
Clark Lambert field. The team 
will start district play March 6 at 
Dutchtown High School. Come 
out and support our Lady Gators.

BY: MELIA DELAFOSE 
Gata Data Reporter

Byington pins and wins, becoming first state 
champ for the girls

St. Amant High School junior, Mikayla 
Byington, made history by becoming the 
first-ever girls? wrestling state champion. On 
February 14-15, female wrestlers competed in 
their own divisions with 12 different weight 
classes at the Louisiana High School Athletic 
Association (LHSAA) State Wrestling Meet. 

Mikayla Byington made history when 
she won state champion in the G100 weight class 
against second-place finisher Sophia Gagliano. 
Even though the state competition underwent 
some changes, Byington mentioned that it did not 
impact her preparation for the event. ?I prepared 
for state the same way I do every tournament. I 
stay confident in my skills and stay out of my 
head. It isn't just a physical sport but a mental 
one. Having a clear focus and peace of mind is 
key,? said Byington. To Byington, becoming the 
first female state champion means more than 
simply being first. It is also about creating new 
pathways for women and other female wrestlers. 
?I feel pride to be a part of such an important 
moment in Louisiana's history for women,? said 
Byington.

Wrestling coach Clint Brownell 
mentioned how the changes made to the 
competition and Mikayla?s win have led him to 
what he believes is one of the greatest 
achievements in his coaching career. ?It shows 
that the hard work that I have put into building 
up our female athletes was worth it,? said 
Brownell. With Mikayla?s historic win, St. 
Amants? wrestling team is back in competition as 
a top 10 team in the state. ?It puts us back on the 
map,? added Brownell.

?Wrestling is not just a sport, but a family,? said 
Byington. ?We bleed, sweat and cry together. It 
has been a huge part of my development over the 
years.? Byington also thanks the sport for 
allowing her to grow with her teammates.

Wrestling is considered one of the 
most physically demanding sports among high 
school and college athletics. The objective is to 
gain control of your opponent and to ultimately 
pin your opponent for a certain period of time. In 
order to become a successful wrestler, strength 
and endurance are a necessity. The sport requires 
a combination of agility, technical skill and 
precise body control, all while being in close 
contact with an opponent who is actively trying 
to counter your moves throughout a match. ?It is 
a hard and grueling sport, but it makes you tough 
and resilient. The lessons and experiences you 
gain from wrestling are nothing less than 
favorable and rewarding,? said Byington.

?We need more girls,? said 
Byington. ?This is not a sport for everyone but 
the people who want it. It is for the people who 
work the hardest and will do what it takes to 
achieve it.? Byington does not want to be the last 
State Champion for St. Amant High School but 
does not want people to join the sport who are 
not passionate about it. ?If you only want to join 
wrestling to get a little moment out of it, this is 
not the sport for you.?

If Byington?s history-making 
achievement inspires you to look into joining the 
wrestling team, feel free to contact 
clint.brownell@apsb.org. According to 
Brownell, everyone should learn to wrestle.

BY: AVERY LAMBERT
Gata Data Reporter
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Gator NJROTC places third at Pershing Rifles 
Invitational Drill Competition

BY: JONAH MORRIS
Gata Data Reporters

St Amant High School?s NJROTC 
(Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training 
Corps) participated in the Pershing Rifles 
invitational drill competition at Louisiana 
State University on Saturday, February 22. In 
the competition, separate teams from twelve 
different schools competed against each 
other.

St. Amant High School placed first 
in color guard and physical fitness, second in 
armed regulation, and third in tandem 
exhibition. These placements earned St. 
Amant third place overall out of all twelve 
schools that attended.

Pershing Rifles competitions consist 
of complicated regulations and processes, 
making it widely considered difficult to 
place highly because judges are highly 
critical about when, where, and how 
competitors move.

Julyen Dinnel, senior at St. Amant 
High School and commander of the 
NJROTC color guard team, attended the 
event and led his team to first place despite 
the difficulty. ?You have to keep burying, 
you have to make sure your rifle movements 
are aligned, or if you?re marching without a 
rifle you have to make sure your steps are 
aligned,? says Dinnel.

Gerald Waterman, senior at 
St. Amant High School and 
commander of the NJROTC armed 
exhibition team, also spoke on other 
complications of this event, stating, 
?This competition was the first one 
where they started making us 
professionally march to each area and 
keep our appearance even if we know 
we didn?t perform the best in the drill 
deck.?

As long as St. Amant?s 
NJROTC continues improving upon 
themselves as they have been all year, 
they should be able to outperform 
other teams in the next event and do 
better than they have at this event.
 ?All of our teams have done the best 
they?ve done all year even though we 
didn?t take home too many trophies,? 
continues Waterman, optimistic about 
the future of St. Amant High School?s 
presence in future drill competitions.

It is clear that, although St. 
Amant?s NJROTC team is a 
high-placing competitor in these 
events, they still have the fighting 
spirit to improve over time.

The St. Amant High School girls basketball team closed out their 
season with a 4-2 district record, demonstrating resilience, teamwork, 
and dedication throughout the year. Under the leadership of first-year 
head coach Betsey Baldwin, the Lady Gators overcame challenges and 
built strong relationships that carried them to a successful season.

For seniors Kennedy Templet and Jacey Coleman, the 2024-2025 
season was a memorable one. "This was the best last season I could ask 
for, genuinely," Templet said. "We had a great group of girls that were 
patient with us and allowed us seniors to step up and lead them. Some of 
my favorite memories were the talks during our pregame meals. Hearing 
everyone just interact and talk about our days really made an impact on 
the relationships gained throughout the season."

That chemistry and bond among teammates proved to be crucial 
in the Lady Gators? success. "This year, more than any year I have been 
on the team, we have a very close relationship with each other," Templet 
added. "Normally on a high school team, you see the underclassmen 
being terrified to talk to the upperclassmen. However, in basketball, we 
welcomed them very easily and gained connections with everyone. With 
that being said, that chemistry is what powered us to get to the playoffs."

Coach Baldwin, in her first year at STA, expressed pride in how 

the team 
embraced her 
leadership. "I 
think my biggest 
takeaways from 
this season were 
that with hard 
work and some 
perseverance, 
you can get 
through times 
that are tougher 
than you think," 
Baldwin said. "I 
can't talk enough 
about how proud 
I am of the girls 
because I know 
that it's hard 
when a coach has 
a turnover to 
learn how she or 
he does things 
and then be able 
to tackle that with the positivity that they did."

One of the defining moments of the season was the Lady Gators? 
victory over Prairieville, a game Coleman described as particularly 
special. "They were coming in saying they were gonna beat us, like, blow 
us out and stuff. So it was a real honor," she said. Another highlight was 
defeating rival East Ascension in her final season. "Beating EA since it's 
my last year, last time playing my rivals? that meant a lot to me."

Looking ahead, Baldwin recognizes that it will be a challenge to 
replace the leadership and skill of this year?s senior class. "We're losing a 
lot of leadership and maturity in the seniors, and a lot of good basketball 
players and just all-around good people," she said. "But I think that when 
you're committed to building a program, you have to take each year one 
at a time."

The seniors, in turn, left words of encouragement for the players 
who will take the court next season. "Some advice I wanna give to next 
year's team: just get out of your head," Coleman said. "You're gonna 
mess up. You're gonna make mistakes, but no one's perfect. Just go out 
there and have fun."

Templet adds to this, saying, "We have a lot of personalities on 
our team, and chemistry is something that is very important to us. 
Chemistry and dedication are the two most important factors."

Beyond the court, Baldwin expressed her appreciation for the 
support from other school programs, particularly the St. Amant Choir 
and the Gatorettes dance team. "I wanna make sure that everybody on 
campus understands how important it is for us to all be part of one Gator 
Nation," she said. "Having them at our games and showing their support 
means so much to the team."

BY: SAVANNAH MATLOCK
Gata Data Reporter

STA's Girls Basketball wraps up their 
season with a 4-2 district standing

STAFF PHOTOS

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY STA NJORTC



Issue 5 February 2025 Page 3 

St. Amant gymnasts are tumbling toward 
success

BY: ALYSE DUPUY, HAYDEN LOUPE
Gata Data Reporters

The St. Amant Girls Gymnastics team 
competed in their first meet this past weekend 
at Baton Rouge High School. The girls were 
successful and placed extremely well overall. 
Attributing to this success, the girls placed 
third as a team. On vault, senior Kaylee 
Broussard was placed first, sophomore Piper 
Hudson was placed third, and sophomore 
Bryce Lonidier was placed fourth. Secondly, 
on beam, Hudson was placed third, freshman 
Brylee Leblanc was placed fifth, and 
sophomore Alexandra Toste was placed 
fourth. Lastly, Toste placed third on floor and 
junior Addison Michael placed fifth on bars.

Coach Natali Aucoin believes this first 
meet was a great success and it allowed for 
the girls to ?get their first meet jitters out.? 
This meet allowed the girls to get a feeling of 
how the rest of the season will be and to 
hopefully cut down on nerves as they continue 
to go forward in the season. During the meet, 
mistakes were made but the girls look to work 
on them at their practices to work towards a 
perfect routine. For the girls who have 
competed before, this meet was used as a 
?refresher? as senior Brea Bailey said to jump 

back into the feeling of competition. 
The girls find that their confidence 

and teamwork help build their success. The 
team is very supportive of one another and 
helps push eachother to be the best they can 
be. The girls bring a positive attitude to 
practices and meets to give the confidence to 
their teammates. The girls help each other 
perfect and work on their tricky skills, and 
once they find something a teammate can 
work on, they make sure to communicate with 
them in order to help their teammates look the 
best they can. 

To continue this train of success, the 
girls know they must stay positive and 
continue to cheer each other on. Broussard 
said, ?As a team, we all like to cheer for each 
other when we are competing, because it 
elevates our performance and it helps us have 
more fun.? With a great first meet, the girls 
hope to have many more. Broussard also 
comments, ?We will continue to work hard 
and make progress so that our scores go up 
each meet.? To support the St. Amant 
Gymnastics team, show up and show out at 
Baton Rouge High School on March 15. 

STA?s Beta team attended the 76th 
annual Nation Beta State Convention in 
Lafayette at the Cajun dome, January 29-31. 
This is the largest Senior Beta Club convention 
in the history of the beta organization to date 
with over 7,300 students in attendance. The 
team tested their academic and visual arts skills 
and secured a second place position in division 
II onsite cake decorating competition.

Beta is an academic honors recognition 
program that promotes upholding moral values 
and learning. The event had academic, visual 
arts, performing arts, S.T.E.M, and state office 
positions tests. The competitions vary in 
specific topics. For example, senior Courtney 
Bourgoyne along with three of her peers 
competed in a scrapbooking competition 
showcasing pictures of their fellow beta 
members.

?Radiate? was the theme of this 
convention, centered on promoting creativity 
among participants. Senior Taylar Snyder 
showcased her creativity by securing second 
place in the division II onsite cake decorating 
competition with her cake inspired by the 
?Radiate? theme. As an avid baker, she was an 

experienced cake decorator going into the 
competiton. Snyder said that this competition 
gave her confidence to achieve more in the 
future. She plans on continuing to uphold the 
values Beta club promotes by performing 
community service outside of school.

Along with its other programs, 
the convention featured Beta Officers from 
across the country that give speeches on a wide 
variety of topics. ?They talk about being kind, 
sharing positive mindsets, following your 
dreams, and never giving up. They often give 
me a different (better) perspective on life,? said 
Bourgoyne.

Through the organization of this event, 
people were able to meet others that share a 
sense of moral obligation to perform good deeds 
and learn about the world around them. Beta 
club presents an environment to form 
friendships and new opportunities. Country 
Bourgonye believes that being in Beta is about 
being a part of something ?bigger than 
yourself.?

BY: JAYDEN PINO
Gata Data Reporter

STA places at the largest Senior Beta 
Convention to date
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FFA attends annual Livestock Show 
BY: LAILAH GRANIER, CHANCE GOMEZ
Gata Data Reporters

The annual livestock show was 
held at Lamar Dixon starting from 
Tuesday February 11, and ended Tuesday 
18. Students are given a project and the 
participants raise their projects starting 
from when the animals are babies to try to 
raise their project to be in the best 
condition possible. The students provide 
everything themselves, which ranges from 
the animals themselves, a home, feeding, 
and transportation for the animals to be 
able to go to the showcase. ?I truly 
enjoyed all of the shows and I had an 
amazing experience at all of them,? says 
sophomore Anna Cole.

Junior Brooklyn Leblanc found 
her passion to take part in the show from 
her mom. Her mom used to participate in 
livestock shows in the past, which 
inspired Leblanc to continue in her 
footsteps. Leblanc started out by showing 
smaller animals such as chickens and 
rabbits, however she saw others showing 
larger animals which made her want to 
show sheep.

?I have wanted to show livestock 
since I was little and the shows at Lamar 
Dixon are my favorite to show at because 
the shows are run well and are very 
organized,? shares Anna Cole. Cole 
expressed her excitement to be able to 
show at this year's livestock show as she 
loves the bonds that she is able to create 
with the animals that she raises.

When students receive their 
projects, the animals are given to students 
at a very early age, leaving the students to 
raise the animals themselves for about a 
year. ?It is a lot of hard work in the 
beginning because you have to let them 
get used to their environment since they 
come from up north,? Leblanc describes. 
The process is very tedious as she 
explained the process similar to raising a 
dog.

As Brooklyn Leblanc was training 
her sheep, she had to halter-break, sheer, 
and walk them. The end goal of the show 
is to impress the judges by displaying the 
best quality of their animal that is possible 
within the amount of time given. 
Brooklyn Leblanc shares, ?I walk them a 
mile or two almost every single day 
whenever the shows get closer because 

the judge is really looking for muscle.?
When it comes to being judged in 

the ring, Anna Cole was confident and did 
not let the idea of judges being present 
scare her. She says that when she is in the 
ring, she goes in knowing that she is 
making every move count because it is the 
little things that matter the most to the 
judges. ?You also just want to make sure 
that every experience that the animal has 
with you is positive and to make it 
enjoyable for both yourself and the 
animal,? Cole elaborates.

?It teaches you hard work, 
dedication and it has taught me how to 
raise animals,? Brooklyn Leblanc says. 
With doing the Livestock show, it has 
taught Leblanc many life skills that she 
will be able to use later in life. Time 
management is a crucial skill that is 
needed to properly take care of the 
animals and put them in the best condition 
possible.

Throughout the process, Leblanc 
has created a strong bond with not only 
the animals, but with the people who 
participate in the livestock shows. Leblanc 
heavily recommends others to do the 
livestock show even if they have the 
smallest passion to do it as it has made her 
love for animals grow tremendously. 
Specifically, she mentions, ?If you are not 
ready to show, you can just go to the 
shows and watch to see if it is something 
you are interested in.?

Anna Cole makes it clear that 
doing the shows has helped shape her into 
the person she is today. ?I would 110% 
recommend showing livestock because for 
me personally, it has taught me so many 
valuable lessons and it has helped me 
come out of my shell.? She also 
recommends others to just come out and 
watch other people and talk to those who 
participate in it. By doing so, you can hear 
so much about the process and learn what 
all goes into putting on these shows.

FFA is currently entering their 
spring career development season. Be sure 
to stay tuned for FFA?s future events as the 
Gators are preparing the greenhouse for 
their annual spring plant sale and farmers 
market.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY MANDY DELAUNE

Dear Allie, 

I am a St. Amant student that took an AP class 
last semester but my AP test is going to be at 
the end of this semester. I know that I should 
study for my upcoming test but I'm unsure how 
to do that. Not only do I have this semester's 
classes to worry about but I have a life outside 
of school that makes finding extra time to 
study difficult. It's frustrating that I have to 
take a test for a class I had months ago. Please 
give me some guidance.

Sincerely, 

A stressed-out AP Student

Dear Stressed Student, 

I recognize that this is a frustrating 
situation but remember these tests give you the 
opportunity to earn college credits and make 
you a more valuable student in the eyes of 
many colleges, so they are well worth the 
effort. Many students struggle to find the time 
and dedication to prepare for their AP exams 
but there are more study tools at your disposal 
than you may know, that can eliminate this 
stress. Some great resources are AP Classroom, 
Khan Academy, YouTube, the Gale Database, 
and your notes.

Of course, your classwork is a great 
tool for reviewing AP material. For this reason, 
it is a great idea to keep track of your notes and 
school work throughout the year. Try to recall 
possible problem areas in your understanding 
to determine which lessons you need to spend 

more time on. Depending on the subject of 
your study you may need to read over rubrics, 
notes, and previously worked through 
questions. If your notes alone are not enough to 
jog your memory and improve your 
understanding, then use your other available 
tools.

Many people are unaware that they 
have access to the Gale Database, but it is a 
great resource for studying many topics. To 
reach the Gale database, you must go through 
the class link. There, the application can be 
found. Once you select the topic you intend to 
study, you may need to select ?sign in with 
Classlink? under where it asks for you to enter 
your password.

Online resources also generally require 
less organization and time to use than paper 
notes, but that does not mean they should 
require less concentration. To develop a deeper 
understanding of a topic, you need to apply 
yourself to the topics you review, determine 
why the solutions to problems are right or 
wrong, and relate the topics you review to the 
greater context of your subject of study.

As someone who took an AP class in 
the fall semester, you have the luxury of a few 
extra months to prepare for the AP test, which 
students who took the spring semester class do 
not have. The self-paced nature of this situation 
is very college-like and should be viewed as an 
opportunity to develop the organization, and 
discipline college classes require.

I know you may feel frustrated but it 
does not need to be that way. With the help of 
these tools, a good score for an AP test is very 
possible. The hardest part is getting started so 
do not procrastinate, just start.

Ask Allie
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