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Definition of Terms (Oregon Department of Education LGBTQ2SIA+ Student
Success Plan p.7)

LGBTQ2SIA+: A term that encompasses multiple gender identities and sexual
orientations including Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Two-Spirit, Intersex,
and Asexual. The plus sign (“+”) recognizes that there are myriad ways to describe
gender identities and sexual orientations. It is also important to recognize that the
challenges and barriers for students who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer can
be different from the challenges and barriers faced by students with diverse and/or
expansive gender identities and expressions.

Asexual: A person who does not experience sexual attraction, but could still experience
other forms of attraction (e.g. emotional, intellectual).

Agender: A person who does not identify with a specific gender or feels neutral when it
comes to their gender identity.

Bisexual: A person who is attracted to more than one gender.

Cisgender: A person who feels their gender identity and expression align with the sex
they were assigned at birth or by society.

Gay: A person who is attracted to a person of the same gender.

Gender Expression: The way a person expresses their gender in ways that make them
feel more comfortable and aligned to who they are. Some forms of expression could be
clothing, voice, cosmetics, or mannerisms.

Gender Identity: A person’s deeply held knowledge of their own gender, which can
include being female, male, another gender, or no gender. Gender identity is an innate
and largely inflexible part of a person’s identity. One’s gender identity can be the same
or different than the gender assigned at birth. The responsibility for determining an
individual’s gender identity rests with the individual.

Gender Nonconforming: A person who does not identify with a specific set of traits
(behavioral, cultural, community roles) on the male to female spectrum.

Intersex: Intersex is an umbrella term for unique variations in reproductive or sex
anatomy. Variations may appear in a person’s chromosomes, genitals, orinternal
organs like testes or ovaries. Some intersex traits are identified at birth, while others
may not be discovered until puberty or later in life.

Lesbian: A female-identified person who is attracted to women.
Non-binary/Genderqueer: These terms are often used to describe people whose gender

is not exclusively male or female, including those who identify with a gender other than
male or female, as more than one gender, or as no gender.



Pronouns: The pronoun or set of pronouns thata person identifies with and would like to
be called when their proper name is not being used. Examples include “she/her/hers,”
“‘he/him/his,” ze/hir/hirs,” and “they/them/theirs.” Some people prefer no pronouns at all,
or some combination such as “shefthey.”

Queer: A person who does not subscribe to dominant social norms to define their
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. While itis used as a neutral,
or even a positive term among many LGBTQ people today, historically “queer” has been
used as a derogatory slur. It is sometimes still used as a slur by those who do not
identify as part of the community.

Sexual Orientation: A person’s romantic and/or physical attraction to people of the same
and/or another gender, such as being straight, gay, bisexual, or asexual. Transgender
and gender nonconforming people may have any sexual orientation.

Transgender: A person who feels their gender identity and expression do not align with
the sex they were assigned at birth or by society.

Two-Spirit: A term used within some Indigenous communities, encompassing cultural,
spiritual, sexual and gender identity. The term reflects complex Indigenous
understandings of gender roles, spirituality, and the long history of sexual and gender
diversity in Indigenous cultures. Individual terms and roles for Two-Spirit people are
specific to each nation.



