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Congratulations
to our January
Achievement
Winners!

Pre-School:
Kamberly Duckworth,
for Dedication to the
Performing Arts

K—2nd Grade:
Kattahlinah Hjelvik
and Ty Orton, for
Attentiveness

3rd—5th Grade:
Tayler Miller, Selena
Malek and Alex Roaf,
for Academic Effort

6th—S8th Grade:
Isaac Boling, Brandon
Johnson and Brennen
Filmer, for being En-
gaged in Learning
(Science)
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Brinnon School...
Home of the Bobcats
100 Years—Proud
and Strong!

Board of Directors:

Bill Barnet, Jerry
Ralston, Joe Baisch,
Valerie Schindler,
Shirley Towne.

Superintendent:
Wally Lis
360-796-4646

Winter School Happenings....

T he January

School Assembly
had more than our
monthly achieve-
ment winners... We
had the Port Town-
send Rainier Para-
gliding club come to
visit! In addition to
showing us videos of
them “flying” (which
they often do over
the school!), they
showed us their
gear and even
brought in a full size
kite which they
were able to make
“take flight” inside
our gym for a brief
moment! Our stu-
dents were very in-
terested and they

asked a lot of intelli-
gent questions. We
want to say Thank
You to the club for
their exciting visit!

Every Wednesday,
our Student Council
opens a “Store” right
here in our gym from
2:30-3:00. They prac-
tice their leadership,
math and budgeting
skills to set up and sell
a variety of items;
ranging from games,
hats, school supplies
and more. At the
same time, you can
enjoy the delightful
smell of fresh popped
popcorn wafting
through the halls as

they sell it by the bag
for .75 cents a piece to
benefit our Middle
School. It’s a great
highlight in the middle
of our week!

January is School
Board Appreciation
Month. We want to
give a big THANK
YOU to our Board Di-
rectors for all you do!
You are appreciated!

The flu season 1s here!
See our website for 1m-
portant flu infor-
mation from our
nurse!

Pre-SChOOI NeWS. eessseses Teacher: Kathi Mueller

Our Pre-School stu-
dents enjoyed playing
snowmen and winter
people at our Winter
Program. All the
students were enthu-

siastic to perform!
Who knows? Maybe

we have a future
Academy Award win-
ner in our midst! We
also had a visit from

the Children’s Librar-

1an from Port Had-
lock, who read a book
called Zomo, which

rhymes with one of
our students name of
“Momo”! Feb. brings
a trip to the Brinnon
fire station for a tour
and movie. That’s
all for now!
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Why we LOVE
our school!

Because of
choice time and
computers.-Kat

It tells us about
different things.
-David

You get to do a
bunch of fun
things. —-Aiden

We have good
teachers, good
lunches, and
computers.
-Kadence

I like the
computers.-Max

Choice Time!
-Will

I like school be-
cause of Mrs.
Johnston.
-Parker

Choice time!-Ty

I like school be-
cause it is
awesome.-Noah

Busy in and out of the Classroom Grades K—2nd

Teacher: Lisa Johnston

The first half of the
school year is almost
over! We have been
busy with academic
goals as well as real
life experiences.

In math, we have
been focusing on be-
coming fluent with
addition and subtrac-
tion, telling time,
and problem solving.
The new Common
Core state standards
ask for kids to have a
bigger role in their
learning. Instead of
relying solely on
workbook pages, stu-
dents are actively
involved and learn-
ing that there is
more than one way to
find a solution. It is

exciting to see the
students really think-
ing through problems
instead of just trying

to get a page finished.

With reading, we
are looking at not on-
ly fluency, but under-
standing what we are
reading.

Along with this we
are becoming writers
too. We write every
day in our journals
and sometimes we
choose a piece to type
and share on the bul-
letin board in the
hallway. If you are
ever in the neighbor-
hood, please stop by
and see what the pri-
mary students have
been up to.

We have had many
adventures outside of
the classroom as
well. So far we have
been apple picking,
taken a walking trip
to the fire station
and Whitney Gar-
dens, and also had a
visit to The Refuge.
Thank you to all who
hosted us as we learn
more about this love-
ly place we call
home.

Technology Makes Learning Fun in the K-2 Classroom!!

The rapid clicking of key-
boards can often be heard
in the primary classroom.
The students are hard at
work writing, researching,
or even playing educational
games. Brinnon School is
fortunate to have excellent
technology resources. From
interactive whiteboards to
a full computer lab, we are

wired for success. In this

age of automation, it is im-

portant for students to be
fully computer literate.
Each class has a short,
dedicated technology time
every day. They can prac-
tice the skills learned dur-
ing this time in the class-
rooms as we integrate
these lessons into our eve-

ryday activities. What’s
next for the
primary
students?
We will be
working on
a research
report and creating a pow-
er point presentation to
share our information
with others.
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January/
Teacher: Gay Corey
February .
Imporiant Many of our Middle
P School students now
Dates have, or are on their

way to having their

Monday, Jan. 27 Health Cards. These

No School students assist with
(snow make up daily lunches and
day) other food events,
giving them an em-
Tuesday, Jan. 28 | ployable skill when
End of Quarter they enter the work-

force. ~ We also

Friday, Jan. 31 worked on a Land-

Early Release scape Design Project
12:30 for the front of the
(Teacher In- school. The students
Service) researched plants

that are viable to
grow in the desired

February, 14 space, taking into ac-

Early Release kES count our hungry elk
12:30 neighbors, weather,
(Teacher In- cost, aesthetic value
Service) and more.

~ As you saw on the
front page, our Stu-
dent Council Officers
run a “store” here on
Wednesdays. They
are learning a lot of
skills, including:
budgeting skills to
determine cost/profit
ratios, leadership
skills by setting up
the store and track-
ing inventory, cus-
tomer relation skills
and working together
as a team....more val-
uable workplace
skills under their
belt! ~ The students
are also going to be
working on getting

Extending Learning in the Classroom—Grades 6-8

First Aid/CPR certi-
fied; a necessary
training to be an
employable babysit-
ter.

Some Levy Facts...

The Brinnon School
District Levy is be-
ing held Feb. 11th.
This is NOT a new
tax, it 1s a replace-
ment tax. The levy
supports the follow-
ing: Purchase of
textbooks, Unfund-
ed State Require-
ments, Building
Maint. and Repairs,
Breakfast and
Lunch Programs...
and more...

February, 17
No School
(Presidents Day)

here in the Library and
Computer Lab. Students
are continuing to learn

Friday, Feb. 28

Ear ly Release about being good digital
12:30 citizens. The K-2nd grade
(Teac her In- class is learning cyber safe-

. ty with Clicky. Have them
Servlce) show you!

www.netsmartzkids.org/
LearnWithClicky.

Great things are happening

Our Fall theme in the li-
brary was Fall into Read-
ing. The students ‘
decorated the li- Q}
brary and front ==
office with colored
leaves. For winter, one of a
kind student made snow-
flakes adorn our walls.
Teaching keyboarding
skills continue to be im-

Librarleomputer’ Lab Para-Educator: Angela Broderson

portant and will serve our
students well as they move
ahead in school! Soon
they will be learning the
Dewy Decimal system and
how to research using Ref-
erence and Non-Reference
sections of our Library.

We are working to keep
library skills FUN!
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I mportant Levy Vote
Information: The Wash-
ington State Supreme
Court told legislators,
again, that they are not
fully funding K-12 educa-
tion at an adequate level.
Until the state legislature
takes action, our local
community is being asked
to fill the gap in funding.
On February 11th, the
BSD Board of Directors is
asking you to continue to
support our school by con-
sidering a levy. In the cur-
rent reality of education

funding, a significant amount of M&O funds are going
towards educational programs. Some districts have re-
named their levy proposal to “educational program and
operations levy” to reflect the amount of dollars ear-
marked for instructional programs. As shown in the pie
chart, over 30 cents of every dollar is spent on instruc- 4

tional programs.

Also Noteworthy, as you'll see in the adjacent bar graph, this re-
placement Brinnon levy proposal is lower than all of our surround-

ing communities.

Previous M & O Levy dollars have funded some of the following
improvement projects: Purchase of a refrigerator and steam table
for the school kitchen, Improvement of school lighting, inside and
out, repairs on our school furnaces and classroom thermostats,
purchase of a portable generator for power outages, new roofing
on the portables, indoor and outdoor security cameras to improve
school safety, computer equipment to keep our students up to
speed with the latest technology... and many other improve-
ment/repair projects that an aging school requires...

How is my tax dollar used?

Building Operations
Add'i Staffing

$0.09

Nonhigh -
Payments to other
districts for
Brinnon's high
school students

$0.17
food Program
$0.07
Field Trips "
30.04 Teaching &

Learning $0.31

Levy Rate Comparison
for 2013

Districts have bond rates included
in the comparison data

3.55

Rate per 1,000 assessed valuation
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Our Version of

Rudolph...
(Grades 3-5 q\?’f s
S

Classroom)

Rudolph

the red-nosed rein-
deer, taught us
more about respect.

Treating others the
way you... want to
be treated is best.

Showing kindness
and consideration
is the way.

Liking yourself
enough to be your-
self every day.

Accepting others for
who they are, way
deep down

inside.

Doing your part to
get along makes life
a really fun ride!

Yeah!

Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rudolph? — Grades 3-5
Teacher: Cyndi Wallace

Save the Date!

which all feel valued.

Celebrating the life and )
Our Intermediate class

legacy of Martin Luther

King, Jr. gave our inter-  rocks!

mediate students a

chance to look at the im-

portance of showing re- Levy Facts...

sp%c_t tto all lfrom a b?ad' The Brinnon School
er historical perspective. . & - Levy is be-

They were quick to con-
nect his message to anti-
bullying, and are
shocked that people
could have been so intol-
erant of skin color differ-
ences. Our discussions
also brought to mind our
class collaboration on a
respect themed 'Rudolph
the Red-nosed Reindeer'
version of the song for
our winter performance.

ing held Feb. 11th.
This is NOT a new
tax, it 1s a replace-
ment tax. The levy
supports the follow-
ing: Purchase of
textbooks, Unfund-
ed State Require-
ments, Building
Maint. and Repairs,
Breakfast and
Lunch Programs...
and more...

The 28th Annual
PTO Auction Fund-
raiser will be held
on Saturday, April
26th 2014. More 1n-
formation soon...The
next PTO Meeting is
Tuesday, Feb. 11th
at 3:30 in the school
library. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

It is exciting to witness
their passion for making
our school, community,
and world a place in

Don’t be a Bully!

All Brinnon Students have “Why do you feel it’s im-
received “Don’t be a Bully” portant to wear your t-
t-shirts courtesy of the PTO shirts to school?” Here are
(the t-shirts are from The  their replies:

Pizza Factory in P.T.).
Staff and students are en-
couraged to wear them on
Thursdays. On a recent
Thursday, three of our stu-
dents wearing the t-shirts,
were asked:

Teacher: Kris Green

“I think it’s important we
need the school to be bully
Y, free. We don't like
| bullies. I've been
// bullied in school

before and the rea-
son why we wear these
shirts is because we deserve
not to be bullied at all.”
~Victoria Truppner.

“School is not a place to be
bullied.” ~ Richard Gunstone
“Brinnon School is definitely a
good place to learn, respect
people, use good words and
not to fight.” ~Alex Roaf
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