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SYOSSET CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Report Card 

Parent Guide 

 

Overview of Standards-Based Reporting 
The Syosset Central School District believes maintaining strong two-way communication with 

parents and guardians is essential in supporting all aspects of a child’s education and growth.  

The report card is used to communicate student achievement, measure learning against a 

standard of performance, and refine our instructional practice.   

 

The District is now using Standards-Based Report Cards (SBRC) for grades K-5, which will 

provide more detailed feedback to parents/guardians regarding the progress their child is 

making towards specific learning standards at each grade level. It allows parents and students 

to understand more clearly what is expected; and with this understanding, parents are better 

able to guide and support their child and to help him/her be successful in a rigorous academic 

program. SBRC benefits students, teachers and parents/guardians by stating what is expected 

in the academic content areas, and how well the student is progressing towards his/her grade 

level standards for those areas.  

 

Grades are based are the Next Generation New York State Learning Standards, which establish 

challenging performance expectations for all students. They describe what students should 

know and be able to do, and serve as the basis for our curriculum, instruction and assessment 

philosophy. 
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Reporting Student Progress: 

Grades will be assigned based on achievement, as demonstrated by the knowledge and skill 

components of the standards. The most consistent level of achievement will be reflected in the  

grade, with emphasis placed on most recent performance to reflect the student’s growth. The 

focus will be on individual learning and achievement. Behaviors, such as effort, participation, 

and attitude, will be reported separately from academic achievement. Our new report cards 

include standards-based indicators that will clearly communicate each student’s level of 

performance. These new indicators are so closely aligned with our instructional program that 

teachers will only be adding comments to convey information that is not already communicated 

through the indicators. 

Consistently:   

The student is meeting grade level expectations independently 

Progressing:    

The student is advancing toward grade level expectations and applies skills with increasing 

success. Performance varies according to accuracy, quality, and level of support needed. 

Not Yet Evident:   

The students is not yet meeting grade level expectations. Performance is inconsistent though 

support is provided. 

  

Preparing for Parent Conferences 

Conferencing with your Child’s Teacher 

Parent/Guardian/Teacher Conferences are an important opportunity to discuss your child’s 

progress.  

 

To following are some tips and suggestions: 

 

Before the conference... 

● Make sure you have a scheduled conference time. If you need to cancel the scheduled 

time, contact the teacher to schedule a different time. The typical length of a conference 

is approximately 15 minutes.  
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● Review your child’s work. 

● Talk with your child about his or her progress in school. 

● Think about your child’s strengths and challenges beforehand. 

● Make a list of questions about your child’s development and ways you and the teacher 

can help your child with some of his or her challenges. Examples: Is my child at the level 

where he/she should be at this point of the school year? In what areas is my child 

excelling? How is their attendance? What can I do to help my child with upcoming work? 

● Think about ways you would like to be involved in your child’s learning, so you can 

discuss them with the teacher. 

 

At the conference... 

● Be prepared for a two-way conversation to learn about your child’s social-emotional and 

academic progress at school. This is also an opportunity for the teacher to learn about 

what your child is like at home. When you tell the teacher about your child’s skills, 

interests, needs and dreams, the teacher can help your child more. 

● Ask to see data about your child’s attendance and progress at school. 

● Make a goal and a plan with your child's teacher to ensure your child's success. 

● Write down the things you and the teacher will do to support your child. 

● Schedule another time to talk if you need to continue the conversation beyond the 

allotted amount of time. 

● Ask your child's teacher for their preferred method of communication. 

 

After the conference... 

● Talk with your child about what you learned. 

● Follow up with the teacher about your child’s development and the strategies for growth 

that were discussed during the conference. 

 


