@ ASTON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT ATHLETICS

The Easton Area School District’s Department of Athletics respects the diversity of our
student-athletes and athletic staff and is dedicated to developing our student-athletes into
responsible citizens, while maximizing their athletic potential, through interscholastic
participation. We will provide each student-athlete a challenging athletic environment, while
supporting academic growth, character development, use of technology, collaboration, critical
thinking and problem solving.

Athlete Code of Conduct

Interscholastic Athletics are an extension of the classroom, teaching and reinforcing life
skills, behaviors, mentalities, and work habits necessary to be successful in all walks of life.
At no time are team sports to assume priority over or unreasonably interfere with the
objectives of the academic curriculum programs.

The primary purpose of the Athletic Program in the Easton Area School District is to promote the
physical, mental, social, emotional, and moral well-being of the participants. It is hoped that
athletics in our schools will be a positive force in preparing youth for an enriching and vital role in
American life.

The Easton Area School District’s Athletic Program is an important and integral part of the total
school program and is open to participation by all students, regardless of individual differences.
Through voluntary participation, athletes give time, energy, and loyalty to the program. They also
accept the training rules, regulations and responsibilities, which are unique to an athletic program.
In order to contribute to the welfare of the group, the athletes must willingly assume these
obligations even to the extent that they may be required to make sacrifices not required of others.

In addition to the discipline and academic procedures of the Easton Area School District, the
following Athlete Code of Conduct governs participants in the E.A.S.D Athletic Program. It
should be clearly understood that, in addition to the expectations for behavior set forth in this
document, the standard of behavior and discipline for the non-athlete student shall also apply
to the student-athlete, and any violation of this Athlete Code or the Student Conduct Policy
may result in forfeiture of the privilege to participate on an Easton team.




CORE VALUES: ROVER PRIDE

Core Value #1 - Preparation

o Prepare our student-athletes socially, academically and athletically
o Prepare our student-athletes for future success in the classroom, on the fields/courts of play
and in the community

Core Value #2 - Respect

« Respect for the game, teachers, school staff, coaches, teammates, classmates, team
personnel, officials and opponents
« Respect for the history, traditions and successes of our programs

Core Value #3 - Integrity

» Be a positive example in school and throughout the community for what an Easton student-
athlete, coach, etc. should be!
o Conduct yourself with class on and off the field

Core Value #4 - Dedication

o Commit yourself to the team and to the constant personal improvement necessary to be
successful in the classroom, on the field/court and in life

Core Value #5 - Effort

e True success will require 100% effort, 100% of the time!
e Give your all for “The Pride of our Hearts!”

All students who participate in Easton’s Athletic Programs are expected to be good citizens and abide
by the rules and policies of Easton Area School District, as well as the rules and policies of P..A.A.
Violations occurring on school property or during school-sponsored sporting events will first
be handled according to the disciplinary guidelines stated in the Student Handbook, second
by the Interscholastic Athletics Code of Conduct, and third by the Team Rules established by
the team’s coaching staff.

Confirmed Violations: The Athlete Code of Conduct will be enforced when an incident involving an
athlete has been confirmed by a member of the coaching staff, teaching staff, administration team or
by a law enforcement agent. The Athlete Code of Conduct extends to all athletes, whether they are
enrolled in EAHS, EAMS or are students of IU 20, Easton Cyber Charter (ECC), charter, cyber-
charter, or home school.

Students should understand fully that by joining an EASD athletic team, they are accepting the
privileges and benefits of participating in a school-sponsored activity, as well as the responsibility and
commitment to that team.

Expectations for all students involved in athletics at Easton Area School District remain high, and all
athletes must uphold this high level of expectation.



ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION ELIGIBILITY

“The opportunity to represent your school and community through participation in interscholastic
athletics is a privilege and an integral part in American education. Participation in interscholastic
athletics offers lifetime learning experiences that are unduplicated in other areas of the educational
program. The purpose of each of the interscholastic athletic sports programs is to help develop an
appreciation for a spirit of competitiveness, cooperative effort, and drive to win fairly.”

Therefore, student participation in Easton’s Athletic Programs is a privilege, not a right. As
participants, athletes represent their family, community, and the school in competition. In order to be
on an EAHS/EAMS sport team, a student must have acceptable attendance and be academically
eligible, according to E.A.S.D. and P.I.A.A. guidelines.

Age Regulations

PIAA Handbook Article |

Student-Athletes are expected to follow all of the age regulations for maximum age of participation for
middle school and high school athletics as outlined in the PIAA Handbook Article | referenced above.
The Athletic Department will strictly enforce and adhere to these regulations.

Amateur Status and Awards Regulations

PIAA Handbook Article Il

Student-Athletes are expected to follow all of the regulations outlined in the PIAA Handbook as
referenced above.

Residence, Transfers & Recruiting Regulations

PIAA Handbook Article VI

You must be registered with the Easton Area School District in order to be on an E.A.S.D athletic
team.

Transfer: A transfer occurs in any situation in which a student seeks eligibility to participate in
interscholastic athletics at a school other than the one at which the student was either enrolled or
otherwise eligible. A student transferring into the Easton Area School District after 7" grade, must see
the Athletic Director to determine whether the P.I.A.A. will require transfer paperwork.

Obligation Regulations

Athletes may not have any outstanding obligations (as determined by the Athletic Director or
administration) at the beginning of a sport’s season. Any athletic equipment or uniforms owed from a
previous season, regardless of the cost, must be paid for or returned to be eligible for participation in
another activity.

Grade Repetition Regulation

PIAA Handbook Article Vil

A student may not represent the student’s school in interscholastic athletics if the student has:

A. Reached the end of the student’s fourth consecutive year (8th consecutive semester or the
equivalent) beyond the 8th grade year, without regard to the student’s period of attendance;

B. Participated in six seasons beyond the sixth grade or four seasons beyond the eighth grade in any
sport; or

C. Ceased to be enrolled.



Attendance Regulations

PIAA Handbook Article Il

Any student/athlete who has been absent for 20 or more days in a semester, shall be ineligible to
participate in any inter-school practice, scrimmage, or athletic contest/activity until they have been in
attendance for a total of 45 school days, following the 20" day of absence (PIAA Article I11).

ABSENCES AND ATTENDANCE

Easton Area School District attendance is important and is vital to student achievement. It is expected
that every student will strive to be present each day. The responsibility for regular attendance rests
with the student; however, the school and home share the responsibility to encourage students to
attend school. The Commonwealth of PA (Ref: Pennsylvania School Code, Article XllI, Section 1326)
requires students to attend school regularly until they are eighteen. For those who are eighteen or
older, regular attendance is also necessary to complete Easton Area High School requirements for
graduation.

EAMS: No student who has been absent from school, or who reports to school after 11:15 AM,
may participate in any activity after school hours on the day of such absence. Exceptions to
this rule may be granted by the principal or assistant principal for emergencies, funerals, etc., and
must be cleared prior to the absence. lliness will not be considered as cause for exception to this
policy. Students who are serving an in-school or out-of-school suspension are also ineligible to
participate in any school related function or activity during the time that they are under suspension.
The activities and clubs sponsored by the school are intended to provide personal enjoyment, help
develop cooperativeness, initiative, self-confidence, creativity, and group experiences. The nature
and variety of clubs will depend on student interest.

EAHS Students will be marked absent if they arrive after 10:58 a.m. If a student arrives after
10:58 a.m., they will be permitted to attend the remaining classes to attempt classwork; however, the
illegal absence for the day will remain. Students who are enrolled in EASD’s Cyber Academy will be
enrolled in a cyber homeroom, and attendance will be taken in accordance with the program’s
guidelines. Additionally, teachers are provided a Daily Absentee List to indicate whether or not
students were physically present and will issue consequences appropriately.

The Board requires that school-aged students enrolled in district schools attend school regularly, in
accordance with state laws. The educational program offered by this district is predicated upon the
presence of the student and requires continuity of instruction and classroom participation in order for
students to achieve academic standards and consistent educational progress. Notice shall be
provided to those parents/guardians who fail to comply with the statutory requirements of compulsory
attendance that such infractions will be prosecuted according to law.

The Department of Education has ruled that the following are the only legal excuses for absences
and tardiness:

1. Personal illness or illness in the immediate family

2. Death in the immediate family

3. Quarantine in the home

4. Impassable roads (determined by school)

5. Especially urgent reasons; “urgent” to be strictly constructed and interpreted by the school
Family/voluntary trips in accordance with Board Policy.

EAHS athletes in-season and out-of-season must be in the school building for homeroom and
a minimum of 3 of the 5 blocks.


http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/easdpa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9TLURX7D617F

If an athlete has a written excuse, it must be taken to their assistant principal’s office to be verified,
and the principal will determine if the athlete is eligible to practice/play that day. If the athlete is
deemed “unexcused” by the principal, the athlete cannot participate that day.

If the athlete is absent the last day of the week with a competition scheduled on a succeeding non-
school day, the parent MUST contact the school on the last school day preceding the sporting event
for administrative permission to participate. It is recommended that the coach call the parent
regarding such an absence (example: absent of Friday, game on Saturday).

*EAMS Students who arrive after 11:15 a.m. will be unable to participate in athletic practices,
scrimmages, games, etc. that day.

**EAHS Students who arrive after 10:58 a.m. and are marked illegally absent, will be unable to
participate in athletic practices, scrimmages, games, etc. that day.

LATE FOR SCHOOL/CLASS

In order to ensure student success, students need to arrive at school and class on time. If a student is
not present at the scheduled time, they will be marked tardy. If a student is late to school, they must
bring in a note to the Assistant Principal’s office indicating the reason for tardiness. Upon
administrative discretion, attendance will be reflected accordingly.

EAHS: Students arriving to EAHS after 7:20 AM, without an excuse, will be escorted to class by
school personnel. All students that scan in tardy to school will receive a ScholarChip pass. Students
will remain in the auditorium until school personnel are available. Excessive tardiness to school will
result in disciplinary consequences. Every five lates to school will equal one after school detention.

When a student scans into the EAHS building, their “A” for absent will change into one of the
following:

e Students who arrive late to school with an acceptable excuse will be marked as “X” for
excused tardy.

e Students who are marked with a “T” are tardy unexcused.
e Students who arrive to class late will be coded as “L” for late.
EAMS: Please see the previous section.

ILLEGAL OR UNEXCUSED ABSENCE & CLASS CUTS

Absences from school or class result in missed instructional time. Continued class cutting or
absences will impact student success and academic progress. Students who establish a history of
absences (excused or illegal) may be required to produce medical verification for subsequent
absences.



When a student has accrued an lllegal Absence (“I” in PowerSchool), the teacher is not required to
provide them with an opportunity to make up the assignments that they have missed, and those
assignments will remain as a zero (0).

Outside Participation

PIAA Handbook Article IX
Student-Athletes are expected to follow all of the regulations outlined in the PIAA Handbook as
referenced above.

All-Star Contests
PIAA Handbook Article IX

Students who have exhausted their eligibility and completed their final season of a PIAA sport, may
participate in All-Star Contests in that sport on an unlimited basis. Students in grades 7-11 and
students in grade 12 who have not exhausted their eligibility in a sport, may participate in All-Star
Contests in that sport subject to the following:

1. Participation by students is as a private citizen and not as a representative of their school,

2. The school’s interscholastic athletic uniform may not be used by students;

3. Participation must be consistent with the requirements of Article XVI: Season and Out-of-
Season Rules and Regulations, Sections 2, A, B and C.

All-Star Contests in the sport of football are prohibited for students in grades 7-11 and students in
grade 12 who have not exhausted their eligibility subject to Section 2, C. Football of Article XVI.

Academic Regulations

PIAA Handbook Article X

Athletes in EAMS/EAHS, participating in a sport, must be passing the prescribed ratio of courses, as
set by P.LAA.:

EAMS: EAMS has moved to block scheduling.
All major classes will be counted towards eligibility.

EAMS ratios will be as follows:
3 classes - 2 must be passing
4 classes - 3 must be passing
5 classes - 3 must be passing
6 classes - 4 must be passing
7 classes - 5 must be passing
8 classes - 5 must be passing

EAHS ratios will remain as follows:
3 classes - 2 must be passing
4 classes - 3 must be passing
5 classes - 3 must be passing
6 classes - 4 must be passing
7 classes - 5 must be passing
8 classes - 5 must be passing



The Athletic Department will ensure that every athlete is meeting the PIAA designated pass/fail ratios,
and coaches will be notified immediately when an athlete is in danger of losing academic eligibility.

If an athlete is academically ineligible to participate for three weeks in a season, the athlete
must meet with the Athletic Director and may be removed from the team.

In cases at EAMS/EAHS where an athlete’s work in any preceding grading period does not meet the
above ratio for major courses/subjects or the equivalent, said athlete will be ineligible to participate in
interscholastic athletics for fifteen (15) school days of the next grading period (PIAA, Article X).

*All athletes who are homeschooled or attend Easton Cyber Academy, Charter Schools, CIT or
Colonial IU 20 must have the appropriate form filled out by the student and parent/quardian
and returned to the Athletic Office as soon as rosters are chosen.

School Disciplinary Regulations

Athletes receiving detention must attend detention before going to any practice, activity, or meeting.
Athletes who are in-school suspended (ISS) or out-of-school suspended (OSS) are not allowed to
attend practice, participate in, or attend any athletic event or activity.

Athletes serving ISS must leave school property at the end of the school day and may not return until
the next school day.
Students with excessive ISS/OSS during the season may be removed from the team.

Athletic Department Participation Regulations

Athletes and their parents must have a completed Planet HS/Student Central account, including
uploaded passing physical, and completed emergency cards to participate. It is understood that if a
participating athlete chooses to quit or is dismissed from an interscholastic sport, they cannot
participate in another interscholastic sport until the season of the original activity is concluded.

Athletic Department Travel Regulations

Athletes must ride the team bus to and from all athletic competitions and events. The only exception
is for an athlete who is participating in a school sponsored event: Band, NHS, etc. The Athletic
Director must approve all exceptions and will issue a one-time use Travel Release Form upon
approval.

EXPECTATIONS & CONSEQUENCES

Six Basic Expectations for students who participate in activities are as follows:

1. Follow the Student Responsibilities described in the Student Handbook & the Athlete Code of
Conduct, BOE Policy #122 Extracurricular Activities & BOE Policy #123 Interscholastic Athletics

2. Abide by the rules of academic eligibility which will be determined on a weekly basis.

3. Follow the rules established by the Coaching Staff and Athletic Director.

4. Refrain from use or possession of alcohol, illegal substances/paraphernalia, or tobacco products.
5. Abide by the E.A.S.D. Hazing Policy — Policy #247

6. Abide by the E.A.S.D. Bullying/Cyberbullying Policy — Policy #252.1

EXPECTATION #1

Follow the Student Responsibilities in the Student Handbook, Policy #122 & Policy #123
Students while under the jurisdiction of the school are required to adhere to all provisions of the
Student Handbook and Easton School Board Policies. The School Administration and Athletic



Director shall determine whether an athlete has violated the provisions of the Student Handbook or
BOE policies.

Penalties for Violating Expectation #1

As a result of a violation of rule #1, the student will face the penalties related to the violation as
provided in the Student Handbook, BOE policies and in accordance with the school's disciplinary
policies.

EXPECTATION #2

Academic Eligibility will be Determined on a Weekly Basis

Athletes must meet the academic ratios listed above.

*Note-Additional academic help is offered throughout the school year. Please pay attention to school
announcements so that you know when you can go to receive help, and make your coach aware that
you will be attending this help.

Penalties for Violating Expectation #2

Any athlete who does not meet the minimum academic eligibility requirements, as described above,
will not be allowed to dress or participate in any contest for the sport from Sunday at 12:00 a.m. until
following Saturday at 11:59 p.m., immediately following the Thursday’s eligibility calculation.

In cases where an athlete’s work in any preceding grading period does not pass the academic ratio
listed above, said athlete shall be ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for fifteen (15)
school days of the next grading period (PIAA, Article X, Section 3).

At the end of the school year, the student's final grades in the student's subjects, rather than the
student's grades for the last grading period, will be used to determine the student's eligibility for the
next grading period. A student whose work does not meet the above standards, but who attends
summer school and corrects said student's deficiencies, will be eligible.

EXPECTATION #3

Follow the Rules Established by the Coaching Staff

Penalties for Violating Expectation #3

For any alleged violation of Expectation #3, the Coach, Athletic Director and/or School Administration
will implement consequences as outlined by the team rules and/or may direct an investigation and
make a determination regarding the penalty. The Coach, Athletic Director and/or School
Administration has the right to remove an athlete from immediate participation in an extracurricular
activity if, in the opinion of the coach and administrators, the student's presence poses an ongoing
threat of disrupting the team, competition(s), practice, school, or travel on any school-provided
transportation.

EXPECTATION #4

No Alcohol, lllegal Substances/Paraphernalia, or Tobacco Products BOE Policies #222 & #227
Students participating in Easton Area School District Athletic Programs cannot use, purchase, offer to
purchase, distribute, or possess any of the following: alcohol in any form, illegal
substances/paraphernalia such as mind-altering chemicals or build-altering chemicals such as
anabolic steroids, counterfeit controlled substances, or tobacco products in any form.

Tobacco includes a lighted or unlighted cigarette, cigar, pipe or other smoking product or material,
smokeless tobacco in any form, and electronic cigarettes.



Electronic cigarettes are defined as battery-operated products designed to deliver nicotine, flavor, or
other chemicals by turning the substance into a vapor that is inhaled by the user.
Refer to the E.A.S.D. Board of Education Policies www.eastonsd.org

EXPECTATION #5

Abide by the Easton Area School Board’s Hazing Policy #247.

For purposes of this policy, hazing is defined as any action or situation which recklessly or
intentionally endangers the mental and/or physical health or safety of a student, or which willfully
destroys or removes public or private property, for the purpose of initiation or admission into (or
affiliation with) or as a condition for continued membership in any organization operating under the
sanctioning of the district.

Student-Athletes are expected to follow all of the regulations outlined in the Easton Area SD BOE
Policy as referenced above.

EXPECTATION #6

Abide by the Easton Area School Board’s Bullying/Cyberbullying Policy #247

Bullying means an intentional electronic, written, verbal or physical act or series of acts directed at
another student or students, which occurs in a school setting and/or outside a school setting, that is
severe, persistent or pervasive and has the effect of doing any of the following:

1. Substantially interfering with a student’s education.
2. Creating a threatening environment.
3. Substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school.

Bullying, as defined in this policy, includes cyberbullying.
Student-Athletes are expected to follow all of the regulations outlined in the Easton Area SD BOE
Policy as referenced above.

Penalties for Violating Expectations 4, 5, 6
Violations of Expectations 4, 5, and 6 may result in disciplinary actions up to and including expulsion
and referral for prosecution.
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