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Understanding the McKibben Demography Report

Structure:

● Introduction

● Data

● Assumptions

● Methodology

● References

● Data Tables

Data Used:  (Page 3 & 5)

Assumptions: (p. 3-4)

- Fertility and mortality rates held constant

- Age specific net migration held constant

- Household size expected to have a slight decrease over the next 

10 years.

- Current current economic, political, social, and environmental 

factors  remains constant.

Demography Report Purpose: to ascertain the demographic factors that will ultimately influence the 

enrollment levels in the district’s schools to determine what impact demographic changes will have on future 

enrollment. 

★ “This study is a forecast, not a projection; and the amount of modification of the demographic trends 

varies between  different areas of the district as well as within the timeframe of the forecast.”



Alignment to SDRP

● Phase 3 includes consideration of 

school closings or consolidations.

Overview

Reports:

● D65 completed a 2021 

demography study using 

current attendance 

boundaries.

● D65 completed a second 

study in 2024 to assess 

post pandemic numbers 

and new attendance 

boundaries. 

Financial Consideration

● D65 has estimated annual  
operational costs of a K-5 school are 

approximately $1.5-2 M.  

● This does not include any decisions 

related to property if a school is 

closed/consolidated.



District 65 Attendance Boundaries 

Current K-5 Boundaries 2026-27 K-5 Boundaries

https://www.district65.net/register/student-registration/attendance-boundaries


District 65 Demography Study
Appendix D: Enrollment Forecasts

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1goRB5SSEXeu29Xtn4vy_LRspfurTlpY-/edit?gid=872633106#gid=872633106


Executive Summary Excerpts:

● The Evanston/Skokie School District 
65 will experience steady 
population and modest enrollment 
decline over the next 10 years, 
primarily due to a growing elderly 
population, an increase in empty 
nest housing stock and relatively 
low number of housing units 
turning over.

● Total district enrollment is 
forecasted to decrease by 401 
students, or -7.3%, from Academic 
Year (AY) 2024-25 through AY 
2029-30. Total enrollment is 
expected to further decrease by 55 
students, or -1.0%, from AY 
2029-30 through AY 2034-35.

● The total elementary enrollment 
will slowly decrease over the next 
seven school years, then stabilize.
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Executive Summary Excerpts:
● The primary factors causing the Evanston-Skokie School District 65 enrollment to decrease over the next 10 years is the increase in 

empty nest households in the district, the relatively low number of elderly housing units turning over coupled with a modest rate 
of in-migration of young families.



District 65 Demography Study
Population & Enrollment Tables
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Executive Summary Excerpts: 
● The median age of the population in the Evanston-Skokie School District 65 district will increase from 37.2 years in 2020 to 41.0 

in 2035 confirming the continuation of the district’s aging trend.
● The resident total fertility rate (TFR) for the Evanston-Skokie School District 65 over the life of the forecasts is below replacement 

level (1.33 vs. the replacement level of 2.1). If the college students in the district are excluded, the district’s TFR would be 1.64.
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Executive Summary Excerpts: 
● Even if the district continues to have some amount of annual new housing unit construction over the next 10 years, the rate, 

magnitude and price of existing home sales will become the increasingly dominant factor affecting the amount of 
population and enrollment change.



District 65 Demography Study
School Age Population v. School Age Enrollment



Table 7: Comparison of District Resident Enrollment by Grade with 2020 Census Counts by Age, 2020-2024. For 2020, the 
percentage of students attending District 65 schools ranged from 71.1% to 89.2%, with a median of 81.7%. In 2024, the 
enrollment percentages ranged from 68.8% to 82.9%, with a median of 79.3%.



Headlines - Superintendent’s Parent Advisory

Background:  The Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Group had an opportunity to engage in a facilitated 
exploration of the 2024 Demography study. After exploring the enrollment and population data, the 
teams generated the following headlines to capture key ideas that emerged from the data. 

HEADLINES:
● District 65 closing the gap to pre pandemic enrollment (percentage)

● Focus on managing current enrollment by providing best possible educational experiences

● Enrollment is not recovering to Pre 2020 levels (number of students)

WONDERINGS:
● How far under capacity are we? What is capacity? How does this influence the number of schools?

● What other priorities need to be considered when making big decisions like closing or consolidations?

● How do you factor in King Arts/Magnets while using demography data/considering options for closing 

or consolidations?

● How does rezoning in Evanston potentially affect the forecast?

● How do you factor in the political influence on immigrant student population when forecasting? 14



District Comparisons - General Information
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District Name School Count Building Types and Number K-8

Glenview CCSD 34 8 3 PK-2, 3 3-5, 2 6-8 4157

CCSD 62 11 1 PK, 7 K-5, 1 K-8, 2 6-8 4171

Park Ridge CCSD 64 8 1 PK, 5 K-5, 2 6-8 4495

Downers Grove GSD 58 13 11 PK-6, 2 7-8 4674

New Lenox SD 122 12 1 K, 4 1-3, 3 4-6, 2 7-8, 1 K-8 4853

Orland SD 135 10 4 PK-2, 3 3-5, 3 6-8 5040

Arlington Heights SD 25 9 7 PK/K-5, 2 MS 5141

Oak Park ESD 97 10 8 PK/K-5, 2 MS 5437

Comm Cons SD 59 15 1 PK, 11 K-5, 3 MS 5528

Wheeling CCSD 21 12 9 K-5, 3 6-8 5781

Evanston CCSD 65 16* 1 PK, 10 K-5, 2 K-8, 3 6-8 6053

Crystal Lake CCSD 47 12 9 K-5, 3 6-8 6804



Next Steps
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Questions
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Instructions

Make a COPY of this presentation. 

Please do not change the fonts in this presentation or the custom font colors.

Title font for general content slides should remain Raleway, color #014f7e, size 24pt.

Body text should be Lato, color dark gray 3. Font size may vary depending on content but should not be 

smaller than 14pt.
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Two-column text here Two-column text here
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Text and Right Photo Slide
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District 65 Demography Study
Population Pyramids (p. 11 - 18) 

Data (p. 19 - 24)



● The dominant non-college in-migration flow to the district continues to occur in the 0-to-9 and 25-to-44-year-old age groups. These tend to be young 
families with school age or preschool age children, which helps increase the size of the district’s relatively small 0-4 age groups. 

● . 



● The resident total fertility rate for the Evanston-Skokie School District 65 over the life of the forecasts is below replacement level (1.33 vs. the 
replacement level of 2.1). If the college students in the district are excluded, the district’s TFR would be 1.64.

● The median age of the population in the Evanston-Skokie School District 65 district will increase from 37.2 years in 2020 to 41.0 in 2035 
confirming the continuation of the district’s aging trend. 
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Executive Summary Excerpts:
● Even if the district continues to have some amount of annual new housing unit construction over the next 10 years, the rate, 

magnitude and price of existing home sales will become the increasingly dominant factor affecting the amount of population and 
enrollment change.
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Footnote
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Welcomes
District 65

NAME HERE

Position of Person
Placed Here
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