
JUNIOR NOTES (from the Guidance Office)  February 2025 
 

1. “Am I on track to graduate?” Use the requirement chart on the back of this page to make sure!  
 

2. All Juniors will take the ACT (with writing) FREE at school on Tuesday, March 11.  
a. ACT Incentives: Earn a free day and/ or exam exemptions by improving your scores from the PreACT! 
b. Composite +1 = One Achievement Day Pass (does not count against exams) 
c. Qualifying Score on a subject = exempt that class’s exam (dual enrollment not included) 
d. See flyers for more information 

 

3. Register for a Saturday ACT! The ACT is given 6 times per year, and Lawrence County High School is the testing 
site for our area. Colleges use the ACT for admission and scholarships, so the more you take it, the better your 
scores can be = getting more of what you want in 2026!  $$$$$ 

a. To register for a Saturday ACT test, go to actstudent.org and proceed with directions to create an 
account, or log in if you already have an account.  

b. Make sure you enter codes for the colleges where you want your scores sent. If you plan to play 
collegiate sports, you must also include code 9999 (NCAA code) as a score recipient. 

c. The cost to take the ACT is $68. Students are eligible for four ACT waivers during their junior/senior year 
if they are on free/reduced lunch or in Talent Search. (Guidance Office has the waiver codes). The LCHS 
school-day test March 11 does not count as one of your waivers. 

d. There are ACT Prep programs to help prepare you for the test.  
i. Free practice tests are at www.actstudent.org, and free practice books in the Guidance Office.  

ii. Local workshop information can be found at scoreplusacademics.com and itsatestthing.com.  
 

4. If you plan to play collegiate sports, you must register with the NCAA Clearinghouse at 
www.eligibilitycenter.org. There is a Registration fee. Students are eligible for a fee waiver if they qualify for 
free/reduced lunch or in Talent Search. Mark ‘fee waiver’ when you register and then see Mrs. Montgomery. 

 

5. Visit college campuses! NOW is a great time to attend Spring Preview Days, which are geared for juniors during 
the spring semester.  Go to college admission websites to view preview dates. Pre-register on websites for these 
events, or schedule a separate campus tour for any college you wish to visit. I have been emailing college 
preview events as I receive them. CHECK YOUR SCHOOL EMAIL WEEKLY (at the very least!).  

 

6. Several special opportunities for Juniors coming up: See Mrs. Martin or websites if interested: 
a. Auburn Engineering Day Feb 28. Register at https://eng.auburn.edu/outreach/k-12/eday/ 
b. Boys State/ Girls State – a leadership workshop for selected juniors in the summer at U of AL.   

i. Boys: Applications in Guidance Office.  
ii. Girls: Application period has ended.   

iii. Students who attend Girls/ Boys State are responsible for the $225 fee  
c. University of Alabama Rural Health Scholars 5-week summer program. ACT 21, 3.0 GPA, application is 

due March 15. Info and application at cchs.ua.edu/rural-programs/high-school. See email 2/3 
d. Daikin Japan Trip. 2 students from Lawrence County will be selected for this experience. Travel, hotel, 

and food are covered; passport will be required and $ for snacks and souvenirs. Trip is July 17-26 and 
includes 9 required pre-trip training meetings.  Applications are due March 14; see Mrs. Welborn.  

e. Auburn Summer Camps – see email from 2/4. 
 

7. Keep listing all of your clubs, sports, service, and academic accomplishments for a good resume. This will help 
you when filling out scholarship applications next year. 

 

8. Helpful websites to begin your college, scholarship, and career search:  mymajors.com, degreesearch.org, and 
your Kuder account have degree exploration tools.  Scholarship search engines:  fastweb.com,  
studentscholarships.org, goingmerry.com, unigo.com  

 

9. April 7 at 6pm is your Senior Orientation Night.  College & Military Reps will be here. We will discuss senior 
activities, fees, schedules, and college plans/ financial aid.  

 
 
 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


 

Alabama High School Diploma Requirements 
Graduation Requirements Course Options 

English Language Arts 

4 credits required 

-English 9 or Advanced English 9 

-English 10 or Advanced English 10 

-English 11, AP English Language, or College English 

-English 12, AP English Literature, or College English 

Mathematics 

4 credits required: must include 

completion of Algebra, Geometry, 

and Algebra II 

 

- Geometry with Data Analysis or Advanced Geometry 

- Algebra I or Advanced Algebra 

-Algebra II with Statistics or Advanced Algebra II 

-Senior math credit may be earned from these options: 

              Finite Math, Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus, Computer Science, or College Math 

Science 

4 credits required: must include a 

Biological science, a Physical 

Science, and 2 additional sciences 

-Biology or Advanced Biology       

-Physical Science or Advanced Chemistry                              

-Year 3 & 4 options:    Anatomy, AP Biology*, AP Environmental*, Earth & Space Honors,    

                                        Environmental (12th),  or College Science online   

                                        *APES Alternates each year with AP Biology 

Social Studies 

4 credits required; must include 

World, 2 credits US, ½ credit Gov, 

and ½ credit Econ 

-World History 

-US History I  OR Advanced US History OR HI 201 (UNITED STATES HISTORY I) 

-US History II OR AP US History OR HI 202 (UNITED STATES HISTORY II) 

-Government (1 semester) and Economics (1 semester) 

Other Required Courses:  
 

     HEALTH (.5) Health (half-credit course) OR Health Science Foundations course at LCCT 

     PE (1) Beginning Kinesiology, Athletic PE, JROTC, or Marching Band 

     Career Preparedness (1) Career Prep Course (1 credit)   
              -Includes Computer Application, Career / Academic Planning, & Financial Literacy  
              -Encompasses the state’s online learning/digital literacy requirement  

     AREA 5 (3) Career Tech and / or Foreign Language and /or Arts Education (at least 3 credits) 
              Students must earn at least 3 credits from among these areas. 

              Any combination from these areas is accepted, or all from one area. 

Additional Requirements:  

Pass Civics Exam Every senior must successfully complete the US Civics Exam (Senior Gov. class) 

Pass Financial Literacy Exam Class of 2028 and following (Exam is given in 9th grade Career Prep class) 

College and Career Readiness  Class of 2026 and following must meet a CCR benchmark in order to graduate: 

College Course Completion           AP Score of 3                Workkeys Silver Level (all 4’s)                                           

Career Tech Credential                   3-Credit CT Cluster      Military Enlistment                                   

At least one ACT benchmark (ENG 18; MTH 22; RDG 22; SCI 23)                                       

FAFSA Completion Every senior must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid or the waiver 

TOTAL CREDITS 26 required for Graduation (Lawrence County BOE) 

Course Weight Policy: 
Advanced/ PreAP Courses:                Numeric Grade +5 calculated toward Numeric GPA (.5 added to 4.0 scale)   
AP Core Courses:   Numeric Grade +10 calculated toward Numeric GPA (1.0 added to 4.0 scale) 
College Courses:   Core- weighted +10  Elective- weighted +5 
 

Graduation Honors: based on Exact CORE weighted GPA* at end of first semester of 12th grade 
Cum Laude:  95.0 – 97.9 
Magna Cum Laude:  98.0 – 100.9 
Summa Cum Laude:  101+           
*CORE GPA: includes Math, English, Science, and History classes  
 

Official Final Class Rank is based on the OVERALL numeric weighted GPA at the end of first semester of 12th grade. 
Graduation Honors status is based on the CORE-ONLY WEIGHTED GPA at the end of first semester of 12th grade.  
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