BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SCSDB
MINUTES OF MEETING
March 26, 2024

The regular meeting of the SCSDB Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, March 26, 2024,
at 12:00 p.m. in the conference room of the SCSDB Outreach Center in Columbia, South Carolina.
Vice-Chairman Dobson called the meeting to order and stated that proper notification of the
meeting had been made according to the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act. He
welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for the introductions of any guests in attendance.

MEMBERS PRESENT STAFF IN ATTENDANCE
Phyllis H. Alexander Mary Hayes

Edward B. Bible Scott Falcone

Andrew Dobson Kristi Harding

David J. Gundling Sam Hook

Cynthia Holland Jolene Madison

Robin Price Scott Ramsey

Dr. Steven R. Ross Ben Riddle

Deb Blickenstaff Trad Robinson

GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE
Kristin Barber, Attorney
Julie Bible

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Dobson presented the minutes from the meeting on December 12, 2023 (see
attachment #1 to the March 26, 2024 agenda) to the board. A motion was made by Mrs. Price and
seconded by Mr. Bible. The minutes were unanimously approved as submitted.




PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Madison opened her report with information regarding several recent changes to the
SCSDB Board of Commisioners. She announced Dr. Page McCraw as the newly appointed board
member from the 5™ congressional district. Additionally, she regretfuly informed the board of Mr.
David Gundling’s resignation on March 18, 2024. Switching gears, President Madision highlighted
the recent delivery of the President’s Post as well as the plans for the Winter/Spring edition of the
The Buzz currently in production that would be sent electronically to all members. President
Madison also reminded the board that they would receive their copy of the 2023-2024 yearbook in
the Spring. President Madison highlighted the handful of SCSDB seniors receiving college
acceptance letters with more anticipated to follow. She encouraged all board members to attend
Graduation on May 30™ on the SCSDB campus. Lastly, President Madion informed the board of the
recertification of SCSDB as an ABC school and congratualated Mrs. Alexander for her 25 years of
service on the SCSDB Board of Commissioners.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mr. Riddle reviewed the financial information that had been mailed to the board prior to the
meeting (see attachment #2 to the March 26, 2024 agenda).

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Mr. Ramsey informed the board that SCSDB was currently in the middle of the budget process for
the 2024-2025 cycle. The budget was currently waiting to be presented to the Senate, after passing
before the General Assembly months prior. Additonally, Mr. Ramsey announced the annual
SCSDB Student Performance at the State House would take place on March 27, 2024 at 10 am,
where the SCSDB students would return to perform in person for the second time since Covid
restrictions were lifted.

SCSDB BOARD POLICY UPDATES
The following proposed revised SCSDB policies (see attachment #3 to the March 26, 2024 agenda)
were reviewed with the board by President Madison:

AC, ADC, EBCB, GBAA, GBAA-R, GBED, GCCAC/GDCC, GCLE, GCLE-R, IHAC, IKF, IKF-
R, IMDA, IMDB, JFABD, JI, JIAA, JIAA-R, JICG, JII, JJI, JLCDB

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mrs. Holland, seconded by Mr. Bible, and
unanimously passed that the policies be approved as presented.

SCSDB FOUNDATION UPDATE

Mr. Hook updated the board on the recent activities of the SCSDB Foundation and the many ways
they continue to assist the school and more specifically the students and staff on campus and
throughout the State. Mr. Hook spoke about an upcoming ribbon cutting event to be held on the
Spartanburg campus on April 10 for the new natural playground. He spoke about the various
events to take place over the next year celebrating the 175 year celebration of SCSDB; including, a
Motorcycle/Car Show in June, the annual Aim High event in August, and an Art Auction in
October. He encouraged all SCSDB Board members to plan to attend as many events as possible.
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SCSDB BOARD AWARDS

Mrs. Alexander reviewed the nomination information for the 2024 SCSDB Board Awards (see
attachment #4 to the March 26, 2024 agenda). A motion was made by Mrs. Alexander, seconded by
Mr. Bible, and unanimously approved to award the 2024 Hearts and Hands Award to Sherman
College of Chiropractic, the 2024 Douglas F. Dent Award to Mrs. Laura Montgomery, and the 2024
SCSDB Charitable Giving Award to The Timken Foundation.

2024-2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR APPROVAL

President Madison presented the 2024-2025 School Calendar (see attachment #5 to the March 26,
2024 agenda) to the Board of Commissioners. The calendar was reviewed and President Madison
reminded the board that the calendar was developed and reviewed with consideration to state
regulations, local school district calendars, and state human resources requirements. She added that
the 2024-2025 proposed calendar reflected a “Modified year-round calendar” consistent with SC
Department of Education guidance. A motion was made by Mrs. Price, seconded by Mrs. Holland
and unanimously passed to approve the proposed calendar as presented.

LOCAL COURSE APPROVAL

Mrs. Harding, Director of Education Services, presented a list of proposed elective course codes to
the board for approval. She explained the courses would be offered on a yearlong basis and provide
instruction in employability soft skills, leadership and personal development, and career exploration
and development. A motion was made by Mr. Bible, seconded by Mrs. Price, and unanimously
approved to adopt the elective courses for the 2024-2025 school year.

TEXTBOOK APPROVAL REQUEST

Mrs. Harding presented the school textbooks that were recommended for adoption for the 2024-
2025 school year (see attachment #7 to the March 26, 2024 agenda). She explained that
representaives from SCSDB attended the state textbook caravan and reviewed printed editions. At
the conclusion of the review, through consesnsus, the following textbooks were recommended for
adoption:

Schol for the Deaf: Reading K-5
SC myView Literacy

School for the Deaf: English/Langiage Arts 6-12
myPerspectives English Language Arts South Carolina

School for the Blind: Reading K-5
Houghston Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading

School for the Blind: English/Langiage Arts 6-12
Houghston Mifflin Harcourt Into Literature 3

A motion was made by Mr. Bible, seconded by Mrs. Holland, and unanimously passed to approve
the textbooks as submitted.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Vice Chairman Dobson turned the meeting over to President Madison. She advised of the need to
elect three (3) officers: Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary.

A motion was made by Mrs. Holland, seconded by Mr. Bible and unanimously passed that the
current slate of officers would be reelected for the 2024-2025 term.

President Madison congratulated the appointed officers and turned the meeting back over to Vice-
Chairman Dobson.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Dr. Ross, seconded by Mrs. Price, and unanimously approved to move into
Executive Session for the purpose of receiving legal advice.

A motion was made by Mrs. Price, seconded by Mr. Bible, and unanimously passed to move out of
Executive Session.

Vice-Chairman Dobson stated that no action was taken in Executive Session.
RESUMED REGULAR SESSION

Once the regular session resumed, Vice-Chairman Dobson closed the meeting reminding the board
to be on the lookout for the next upcoming meeting in the Fall.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 2:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew Dobson, Vice-Chairman

Phyllis H. Alexander, Secretary
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