
College Credit Opportunities at GAHS 
 

 See College in the High School information on page 2  
 

Advanced Placement Courses (AP) 
 
All Advanced Placement (AP) courses are college-level courses designed to prepare students for 
Advanced Placement tests. Depending upon how well a student does on the respective AP examination 
given in May, they may receive college credit in a particular subject area.  Students electing to take an 
AP course are required to take the examination and pay the exam fee (approximately 
$100.00).  Payment of the fee can be made in three installments. Failure to pay the fee will result in an 
“Incomplete” being assigned for the class grade until the fee is paid. Financial assistance may be 
available.  
 
Students desiring to take AP courses need to be highly motivated and should have experienced a high 
degree of success in previous courses in the subject area. Students will be required to do a great deal of 
reading, writing, and high-level problem solving.   
 
In addition, students enrolled in AP courses may be required to complete summer assignments. Please 
see each individual course description for guidelines regarding summer work assignments. Assignments 
should be given directly to the teacher of the AP course. Exceptions may be granted by the teacher with 
the approval of the administration for extenuating circumstances only. Three or more college credits 
may be granted by the cooperating institution based on the student’s AP exam score and the receiving 
college’s AP credit policy.  
 
● AP Seminar 10 (Approx. $140) 
● AP ENG 11: English Language 
● AP ENG 12: English Literature 
● AP Human Geography grades 9-12 
● AP Psychology - 10,11,12 
● AP US Government and Politics - 10, 11, 12 
● AP United States History – 10, 11, 12 
● AP World History - 10, 11, 12 
 

● AP Calculus AB (1.5 credit course) 
● AP Calculus BC 
● AP Statistics 
● AP Biology 
● AP Chemistry I & II (2 credit course) 
● AP Physics (1.5 credit course) 
● AP Art (2D, 3D, & Drawing) (2 credit course) 
● AP Spanish

Advanced Placement courses are weighted an additional 10%, the same as College in the High School 
courses. See the Grading Scale on page 7 of Course Selection Guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



College Credit Opportunities at GAHS 
 

 

College in the High School (CHS)  
 
Gettysburg Area High School has partnered with various post-secondary institutions to provide college 
level courses and credit to eligible students in grades 11 and 12.  College in the High School courses are 
taught by certified Gettysburg Area High School teachers, offering the same course content as the 
college. Students enrolled in CHS courses have the option to earn college credits offered at a reduced 
tuition rate at the expense of the student and family at the approximate cost of $225.00 - $400.00 per 
course. Courses are charged per credit, with the cost per credit being set by the college. See each 
course's description for more details.  Financial assistance may be available, consult with your counselor. 
 
 
  
English 
● CHS English I 
● CHS English II  
 
Health & Sciences 
● CHS Health/Wellness  
● CHS Biology  
● CHS Intro to Environmental Science  
● CHS Anatomy / Physiology  
 
 

Business 
● CHS Accounting 1 
● CHS Accounting 2 
● CHS Business  
● CHS Intro to Software 
 
Career & Tech Ed 
● CHS Electronics Tech 
● CHS Digital Electronics 
● CHS GIS

College in the High School courses are weighted an additional 10%, the same as Advanced Placement 
courses. See the Grading Scale on page 7 of Course Selection Guide. 
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National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC)

High School Classes Open the Doors to College
Because you are planning to go to college, it’s important that you take the right classes in high school. 

Beginning in ninth grade, the majority of your classes should be ones that prepare you for admission to and, even 
more importantly, success in college. Most admission officers tell you that the first thing they look at is your choice 
of classes—even before they look at grades. When it comes time to apply to college you want to make sure that 
you meet the admission criteria of all colleges in which you are interested. Always remember that it is much better 
to be overprepared than underprepared.

Here’s what you need by the end of your senior year to meet the admission expectations at a majority of colleges:

•	 Four full years of English classes. This includes courses in which you study writing and courses in which 
you read literature. Colleges know that you need to be able to write well in nearly every career. You need 
to be able to read and analyze, and you need to develop strong communication skills.

•	 Four full years of math classes. Students who take math in each year of high school are far more 
successful in college than students taking only three years. Math is the tool that you will use for many 
other classes, especially those in science. Your math classes should include at least four of the following 
six classes, taken in this order:

1.	 Pre-algebra	
2.	 Algebra	
3.	 Geometry	

4.	 Algebra II and/or 
trigonometry	

5.	 Precalculus	

6.	 Calculus

Never skip a year of math in high school, because you will lose your momentum. If you don’t take math in your 
senior year, you will find that the math classes required in college will be very difficult! 

•	 Three–four years of laboratory science classes. You will have the strongest background if you have taken 
at least one year each of:

•	 Biology	 •	 Chemistry	 •	 Physics

•	 Two years minimum of social sciences. Most college freshmen studied World History and American 
History in high school. Other social science options include:

•	 Government	 •	 Sociology	 •	Geography
•	 Psychology

•	 Two–four years of a world language. More colleges are requiring a minimum of two years of language study while 
in high school for admission. Because many colleges require students to study a second language, it is important 
that you expose yourself to the study of languages while in high school.

•	 A small number of colleges require one year of visual or performing art prior to admission. Participation 
in these classes throughout high school can help you to develop a special talent that will make you a 
highly qualified applicant.

Most colleges require students to meet certain college prep curriculum standards. Colleges may want to 
see advanced courses, such as honors and/or AP, that demonstrate the ability to succeed in higher levels of 
academics. Meeting the minimum isn’t the best way to prepare for college. Strong preparation means going 
beyond the minimum—allowing you to start your college career in college-level courses, not remedial courses 
which are designed to help you catch up or review high school material—for no credit!

Athletes: Work with your counselor and coaches to make sure that your classes meet the standards of the NCAA 
Clearinghouse. Go to http://eligibilitycenter.org for more information.
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What Classes Will You Take to Prepare for College?

Subject Minimum college 
preparation

English 
(with an empha-
sis on reading 
and writing)

4 years 4 years

My courses to date*: I need to take:
State universities 

and other  
selective college 

requirements

4 years

Highly selective 
college  

recommendations 
(Honors and AP levels, 

when possible)

Math

Social Studies

Science

World 
language

3 years, including 
algebra, geometry, 

and advanced 
algebra

4 years, including 
algebra, geometry, 

and advanced 
algebra

4 years, including 
algebra, geometry, 

and advanced 
algebra

2–3 years, includ-
ing 1 year of US 
History and 1-2 
years from other 
social sciences

2–3 years, includ-
ing 1 year of US 
History and 1-2 
years from other 
social sciences

2–3 years, includ-
ing 1 year of US 
History and 1-2 
years from other 
social sciences

2 years of lab 
science: Biology, 

Chemistry,  
or Physics

2–3 years of lab 
science: Biology, 

Chemistry,  
or Physics

3–4 years of lab 
science: Biology, 

Chemistry,  
or Physics

2 years of the  
same foreign  

language

3 years of the 
same foreign  

language

4 years of the  
same foreign  

language

*Record date and semester



Powered by College Board, BigFuture® is the free online planning guide that helps all students take the right first step after 
high school. Informed by student and educator feedback and with detailed information provided by thousands of colleges, 
BigFuture simplifies the college and career planning process. 
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PLAN FOR COLLEGE

3 Steps for Students 
to Plan for College 
on BigFuture  

Learn more at bigfuture.org. 

For Caring Adults

1. Take a Quiz. Get 
Personalized Options.
Students answer a series of 

questions about college preferences 
(e.g., GPA range, intended major, 

institution type, and college setting) 
and get a personalized list of 

recommended colleges. 

2. Explore Over 3,600  
College Profiles With  
Credible Information.

Students can search and filter 
profiles with rich content about 

campus life and admissions 
provided by the colleges themselves. 

They can save schools to their 
college list and sort by reach, match, 

or safety based on SAT® score.1

3. Connect with  
Colleges Through Student 

Search Service.
Student Search Service™ is the way 

thousands of colleges and scholarships 
connect with more than five million 

students. On average, students 
contacted by colleges through Student 

Search receive 29% more college 
admission offers than similar students 

who aren’t in Student Search.2

1 �The categorization is based on the average score range (25th to 75th percentile of test scores) of last year’s first-year class. As students build balanced 
lists of colleges, it’s important to consider a range of factors, including location, cost, size, and majors offered. Together, these help students determine 
which colleges are an overall good social, financial, and academic fit.  

2 �All Access. (2021). New Research Links Student Search Service Participation to More College Admission Offers. Retrieved March 13, 2023, from  
https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/new-research-links-student-search-service-participation-more-college-admission-offers

PREPARE STUDENTS TO SUBMIT THEIR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
	▪ �Check out the Ultimate Guide to Writing Your College Essay with videos 
and articles provided in partnership with Khan Academy®.

http://bigfuture.org
https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/new-research-links-student-search-service-participation-more-college-admission-offers
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/your-college-application/essay-hub
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Students 

Ways to Explore Careers on 
BigFuture 
Career exploration is a top priority of students, regardless of their pathway after 
high school. BigFuture® offers all students free, personalized tools to find careers 
and the education they need to reach them. 

1 Take a Career Quiz. 
Get Personalized 
Career 
Recommendations. 
Students can take a 
10­minute career quiz 
about their interests and 
get matched to a list of 
30 potential careers to 
explore. 

2 Explore Over 
1,000 Career 
Profiles. 
Students can access 
detailed state and 
national information 
about income, job 
growth, and common 
education level. 

3 Match Careers to Interests 
and Skills with Career Insights 
Snapshot. 
Students receive information on careers that 
connect to their Math test and Reading and 
Writing test scores, and that are growing in 
their state.  




