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l. TO STUDENTS

You are given this Course Catalog to help you select the courses you will take at ASFM in
grades 6-8. The basic plan for your middle school education in grades 6-12 includes certain
required courses, some exploratory and some elective courses that balance your program
and complement your academic and cultural interests.

Il. TO PARENTS

You have an important role in helping your child make decisions regarding their course
selection. You are encouraged to familiarize yourself with this Course Catalog and planning
guide so that you can help your child make decisions about the courses they take each
year. If you or your child have any questions, the teachers, counselors, and administrators
are always eager to discuss specific situations with you.



I1l.COURSE CHOICE PROCESS

The development of a student’s class schedule is a serious and time-consuming process.
Once a class schedule is designed, the student is expected to follow that schedule. Parents
are encouraged to become involved in the course planning and choice process with their
children. Staffing is based on the courses chosen by students and changes are extremely
difficult to make once the course choice process is completed.

All course choices are done online, and students are informed about the process and
course offerings each year in March.

IV. REQUIRED COURSES

In all three middle school grades, students are required to take the following courses:
e English

Math

Science

Social Studies

Spanish

Physical Education

Health and Academic Skills

Additionally, students in grade 6 are required to take one semester of a fine arts course,
choosing from art, drama, instrumental music, or choral music, and one semester of tech
and engineering design. Students in grade 7 will select one fine arts course and one tech
course. Students in grade 8 take elective courses in place of the fine arts and tech and
engineering design courses and those elective offerings change from year to year.

V. 6TH GRADE

Course Title: English 6

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of English 5

Course Description:

Grade 6 English integrates reading, writing, speaking, and listening, using a wide variety of
texts and experiences. There is a strong emphasis on the use of proper mechanics,
grammar, and spelling. The writing process is used to write short stories, argumentative
pieces, and informative pieces. Major units of study include the study of novels, deep study
of character, analyzing non-fiction, and research of social issues using various resources
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including text, original sources, and the internet.

Course Title: Mathematics 6

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Mathematics 5

Course Description:

Grade 6 Mathematics focuses on five domains: number sense; ratios and proportional
reasoning; basic geometry and spatial sense; expressions and equations; and data and
statistics. Each domain builds on the foundations formed in Elementary school with the
opportunity to advance skills for upcoming courses.

Course Title: Science 6

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s): = Successful completion of Science 5

Course Description:

Grade 6 Science is driven by the Next Generation Science Standards. Through lab
demonstrations and experiments, investigations, simulations, modeling, data collection, and
analysis, students answer questions that seek to explain our world and make sense of the
phenomena we see every day. Grade 6 Science follows an integrated model of teaching
that incorporates Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science, and
Engineering. Grade 6 Science students will learn about energy, the human body, extreme
temperatures, genetics, and climate change.

Course Title: Social Studies 6

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Social Studies 5

Course Description:

Grade 6 Social Studies uses the C3 Framework (College, Career, and Civic Life) Standards
and inquiry-based learning to seek to build on the natural curiosity of students and engage
their problem solving skills, while accessing personal experiences to make informed and
well-supported opinions about the world in which they live. Students will explore world
geography, history and civics to understand how civilizations have developed over time.
Students are challenged to think critically to understand issues from multiple perspectives.
They will be guided to express their point of view in a respectful way using evidence to
support their opinion. The course provides an opportunity for students to apply their skills of
research, comparison, analysis, written expression and public speaking.



Course Title: Spanish 6

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Spanish 5

Descripcion del Curso:

Con la llegada a 6to grado, los alumnos se encontraran con un afio lleno de retos, nuevas
oportunidades para que los chicos se desarrollen la que para muchos es su ‘lengua
materna”. Las cuatro unidades base para desarrollar sus habilidades se clasifican de la
siguiente manera: A) Textos e Ideas Principales, B) APA y Redaccion de Textos
Informativos, C) Comparacion y Contrastacion de Textos Narrativos y Liricos, D) Escritura
Narrativa. Estas unidades estan pensadas para desarrollar habilidades de forma gradual,
partiendo de la comprensién de las ideas y el parafraseo; posteriormente, la integracion de
las ideas con base en investigacion de diversas fuentes, asi como poder hacer una
presentacion oral eficaz; la parte narrativa con sus elementos literarios que permite el crear
historias que sea reflejo de sus gustos y poder comunicarse efectivamente.

Course Title: Spanish Language and Culture (SLC) Level 1-3

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of the previous level of
Spanish Language and Culture

Course Description:

Spanish Language and Culture offers three levels of Spanish for students who have no or
limited knowledge of the Spanish language. In level one, students learn basic grammatical
structures and a wide vocabulary to help them begin communication. As students progress
through each level, they improve their performance through the practice of the four
language skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. An emphasis is given to oral skills,
as successful communication is a main goal in the course. In level 3, students will be
exposed to the works of classic and modern artists of the Spanish-speaking world as they
continue to perfect their language structures and proficiency.

Course Title: Art 6
Course Length:  Semester
Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:

Grade 6 Art students will learn about the elements and principles of art, investigating each
concept and working with these to understand how art is created. Students will use their
knowledge to work on several pieces with different materials and techniques. They will start
their artistic learning process by putting all their ideas into a sketch. Afterward, they will
continue to work on their art piece. Finally, they will put photos of all their work into a



portfolio where they will also self-evaluate their art pieces.

Course Title: Drama 6
Course Length:  Semester
Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:

Grade 6 Drama students are introduced, for the first time, to a dramatic experience.
Students will learn how to create characters, communicate intention through the use of
vocal and movement elements, and perform dramatic and theatrical work.

Course Title: Choir 6
Course Length:  Semester
Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:

Grade 6 Choir students will learn to join their voices together in order to become a choir!
They will begin to sing music for unison and two parts in a variety of musical genres (pop,
broadway, world music, rock, classical, etc.). Proper singing technique will be taught in
pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, and articulation will be taught. Students will also increase
their skills in reading and notating music. There will be at least 1 public performance
opportunity for this choir during the semester.

Course Title: Band 6
Course Length:  Semester
Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:

Grade 6 Band students will explore and play a variety of wind band and percussion
instruments (flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, snare drum, bass
drum, and bells). Then each student will choose one instrument to continue for the rest of
the semester. Students will learn skills of playing the instrument and reading music in order
to play as soloists and as a band. In addition, students will compose music to perform on
their instruments!

Course Title: Physical Education 6
Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:
Grade 6 Physical Education is focused on the acquisition of basic movement patterns and
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motor skills as they relate to physical fitness. Students will be exposed to a variety of
activities where they will be introduced to basic theory and skills. Introductory knowledge
and fundamental principles will be taught in activities and sports that may include: pickleball,
dance, soccer, throwing and catching skills, volleyball, basketball and aerobic and fitness
training. Emphasis will be placed on participation and developing an awareness of physical
fitness. Assessment will be based on physical fitness testing and inventories as well as
skills and written testing on activities and subjects covered. Students will be given different
opportunities to develop a solid foundation in health and physical activity that is necessary
to progress through the physical and health education program.

Course Title: Health and Academic Skills 6
Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 6 Academic Skills helps students develop and strengthen their academic and
organizational skills. Students explore individual strengths and weaknesses and learn
strategies for success in their academic classes. Topics may include time management,
active listening, reading textbooks, note taking, reviewing notes and material previously
covered in preparing for formative and summative assessments, concentration, use of the
library and online sources, and managing homework. Students will work on computer skills
such as utilizing the school’s digital tools of Google Suite, Canvas, PowerSchool, and other
online sources and planning for and managing homework. Everything students learn in this
course can be applied to other courses. Grade 6 Healthy Living will infuse academic skills to
provide students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make health-promoting decisions.
The classes address the physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual dimensions of
health. Health Education is crucial to enhance the overall health and well-being of
individuals and their respective communities. Health will provide students with knowledge,
attitudes, and skills to make healthy decisions for life-long health and wellness.

Course Title: Tech and Engineering Design 6
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 6 Tech and Engineering Design is an introductory course that empowers students to
engage with technology and engineering as a medium for creativity, communication,
problem-solving, and fun. Through a series of real-world scenarios, projects, and
challenges, students are introduced to foundational concepts that they will return to
repeatedly throughout the course. Students will gain experience in using technological
systems effectively to support their interests with possible career choices with the resources
of a technological society through practical applications and hands-on activities. This



course is also designed to promote student leaders as they understand how engineering &
technology impact them, the world around them, and the careers available to them in the
field.

VI. 7TH GRADE

Course Title: English 7

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of English 6

Course Description:

Grade 7 English serves as a basis for the continuing development of reading and writing
competency. Refinement of writing skills, informative, narrative, and argumentative, are
taught as a complete process. Literature is studied in all its formats, with a focus on fiction
and narrative through genre studies and student choice. The importance of reading with
metacognition is reinforced as well as reading to develop or strengthen those skills identified
in the English Language Arts Standards. Work is centered around the readers and writers
workshop model where students have the opportunity to read and write independently as
well as confer with their teacher about their work. Speaking and Listening skills are also
essential parts of the Grade 7 English curriculum and are practiced via debates, book clubs,
Socratic circles, small-group discussions, and short presentations.

Course Title: Mathematics 7

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Mathematics 6

Course Description:

Grade 7 Mathematics instructional time focuses on three critical areas: developing an
understanding of and applying proportional relationships; developing an understanding of
operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; and
solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, and
working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface
area, and volume.

Course Title: Science 7

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Science 6

Course Description:
Grade 7 Science is driven by the Next Generation Science Standards. Through lab
demonstrations and experiments, investigations, simulations, modeling, data collection, and
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analysis, students answer questions that seek to explain our world and make sense of the
phenomena we see every day. Grade 7 Science follows an integrated model of teaching
that incorporates Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science, and
Engineering. Grade 7 Science students will learn about Pangea, ecosystems and
ecosystem interactions, physical and chemical changes, photosynthesis, and human
population.

Course Title: Social Studies 7

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Social Studies 6

Course Description:

Grade 7 Social Studies uses the C3 Framework (College, Career, and Civic Life) Standards
and inquiry-based learning to build on the natural curiosity of students and engage their
problem solving skills, while accessing personal experiences to make informed and
well-supported opinions about the world in which they live. Students will explore world
geography, history, economy and civics to understand how diverse societies and cultures
develop over time. Students are challenged to think critically to understand issues and
current events from multiple perspectives. The course provides an opportunity for students
to conduct research, and effectively and respectively communicate conclusions with well
developed arguments both written and spoken.

Course Title: Spanish 7

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s): = Successful completion of Spanish 6

Descripcion del Curso:

En el curso de espafol de séptimo grado, se consolidan las habilidades de lectura,
escritura, comprension y expresion oral en su lengua. Ademas, se enfatiza la comprensién
de textos literarios y no literarios, para que los estudiantes puedan desarrollar su capacidad
critica y de analisis, resolviendo ideas implicitas y las explicitas; alcanzando esa inferencia
mas alla de lo textual. En escritura, los alumnos aprenden a redactar diversos textos,
desde narrativos hasta informativos, para mejorar asi su capacidad de comunicacién
escrita, con aspectos como la ortografia y la coherencia textual.

Course Title: Spanish Language and Culture (SLC) Level 1-3

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of the previous level of
Spanish Language and Culture

Course Description:



Spanish Language and Culture offers three levels of Spanish for students who have no or
limited knowledge of the Spanish language. In level one, students learn basic grammatical
structures and a wide vocabulary to help them begin communication. As students progress
through each level, they improve their performance through the practice of the four
language skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. An emphasis is given to oral skills,
as successful communication is a main goal in the course. In level 3, students will be
exposed to the works of classic and modern artists of the Spanish-speaking world as they
continue to perfect their language structures and proficiency.

Course Title: Physical Education -7

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Physical Education 6

Course Description:

Grade 7 Physical Education is focused on developing participation in physical activity and
promoting general physical fitness. Students will be exposed to a variety of physical
activities where they will acquire the basic theory and skills of these activities. Students will
apply previously acquired skills in activities and sports that may include: badminton,
basketball, soccer, throwing and catching skills, volleyball, fitness workout and Dance.
Emphasis will be placed on participation and the achievement of personal fitness
improvement goals. Assessment will be based on skills testing on activities and subjects
covered. Students will be given different opportunities to demonstrate and develop the
necessary skills and appreciation of health and physical activity for a healthier lifestyle.

Course Title: Health and Academic Skills 7
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:

Grade 7 Academic Skills helps students develop and strengthen their academic and
organizational skills. Students explore individual strengths and weaknesses and learn
strategies for success in their academic classes. Topics may include time management,
active listening, reading textbooks, note taking, reviewing notes and material previously
covered in preparing for formative and summative assessments, concentration, use of the
library and online sources, and managing homework. Students will work on computer skills,
such as utilizing the school’s digital tools of Google Suite, Canvas, PowerSchool, and other
online sources, as well as planning and managing homework. Everything students learn in
this course can be applied to other courses. Grade 7 Healthy Living class will use academic
skills to provide students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make health-promoting
decisions. The classes address the physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual
dimensions of health. Health Education is crucial to enhance the overall health and
well-being of individuals and their respective communities. Health will provide students with
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knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make healthy decisions for life-long health and wellness.

Course Title: Art 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Art 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Art Level 2 students will learn about the early stages of art working from
Prehistory to Baroque. The events of each art period will be investigated to help students
understand their development over time. Students will use their understanding of essential
artists, different materials, and techniques to create several projects. Finally, they will put
photos of all their work into a portfolio where they will also self-evaluate their art pieces.

Course Title: Art lllustration 7-8
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Art lllustration students will explore the exciting world of illustration by delving into
its history and key concepts. They will practice essential drawing fundamentals and learn
how to unlock artistic creativity. Throughout the course, students will develop foundational
skills in line formations, shape, and shading, which are crucial for building a strong artistic
base. The course will also focus on character design, guiding students to create unique and
imaginative characters through fun exercises and hands-on practice.

Course Title: Band 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester or Year

Course Credit: 0.50 or 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Band 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Band Level 2 students will continue to build their instrumental skills and play a
variety of musical styles. There will be at least two performance opportunities during the
semester for students to show their skills in small ensembles and as a band. Students will
explore more complex music composition and instrumental techniques. Each band student
will experience success individually and as a whole band.

Course Title: Choir 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Choir 6
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Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Choir Level 2 is designed for middle school students who have taken Choir 6 and
are interested in exploring choral singing on a higher level. Students will learn to sing two
and three-part songs in a variety of musical genres (pop, broadway, world music, rock,
classical, etc.). Proper singing technique and music reading will continue to be taught and
reinforced at a higher level. Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a
self-directed project where they explore the songs of their favorite artists. There will be at
least two public performance opportunities for this choir during the semester.

Course Title: Creative Writing 7-8
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Creative Writing is for anybody who has an interest in writing and wants to work
on their skills. The class provides multiple opportunities for students to engage in different
styles of writing, including a vignette, a memoir, a movie review, a short story, and a final
project of their own choosing. Students also engage in group and partner work that allows
them to share their work, receive feedback from others, and create community.

Course Title: Drama 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Drama 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Drama Level 2 is intended for 7th and 8th grade students who have already
taken Drama in grade 6 as the course builds on the learning from the first level. Students
will have the opportunity to engage in three major performances: a monologue, a dialogue,
and a scene in order to enhance their performance skills. Students will also have the
opportunity to work independently and in a team, as well as begin learning about character
analysis and blocking.

Course Title: Passion Projects 7-8
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Passion Projects students will research and complete inquiry-based projects
based on topics about which they are passionate. Through the completion of these
projects, they will gain new skills, knowledge, and understanding about ideas and questions
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that are important to them. They will use various tools to communicate their progress and
processes with peers and teachers. At the end of the semester, they will share their new
skills, knowledge, and journey of their learning processes with their peers and community
members.

Course Title: Artificial Intelligence 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s): = Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Artificial Intelligence will explore how we all use machine learning systems every
day - such as spam filters, recommendation engines, language translation services,
chatbots, and digital assistants. This course is designed to help students explore Al and its
far-reaching societal impacts in our world around engaging activities. The learning units will
integrate technology and computational thinking concepts with ethical design and
responsible use by providing hands-on experiences for training machine learning systems
and building things with them. Students explore how these technologies can help solve
problems and improve life for themselves and their communities.

Course Title: Robotics & Engineering Design 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Robotics & Engineering Design is a lab-based course that uses a hands-on
approach to introduce the basic concepts of robotics, focusing on the construction and
programming of autonomous mobile robots. Students will work in groups to build and test
increasingly more complex mobile robots, culminating in an end-of-semester robot contest.
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the field of Robotics and stimulate
their interests in science and engineering through participation in the entire engineering
design process. This course covers a variety of multidisciplinary topics necessary to
understand the fundamentals of designing, building, and programming robots.

Course Title: STEAM Makers 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 STEAM Makers is an interdisciplinary course designed to engage students in
real-world, hands-on, collaborative learning while mastering core algebraic and physical
concepts. Through this class, students experience tinkering, creating, and working through
the design cycle as they are tasked with a challenge for which they design and create
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solutions. Along the way, students find their own experts, iterate ideas, and log their
journeys in a design journal before sharing their end creations, cultivating the maker
mindset to believe you can do anything!

Course Title: Web Design & Interactive Media 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Digital Media may be a webpage, video, image, podcast, form, or more. In this
course, students will explore how they can develop web pages that embed different media
and interactivity for an excellent user experience through programming languages such as
HTML and CSS. Students will be confident in their ability to create, manipulate, transfer and
present all forms of digital media. We will use free, web-based editors, to explore
typography, digital photography, image manipulation, audio, and video. We will also discuss
ethical use (copyright vs public domain), aesthetics, and troubleshooting.

VIl. 8TH GRADE

Course Title: English 8

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s): = Successful completion of English 7

Course Description:

Grade 8 English focuses on language, literature, and writing as integral parts of the
program. Students are taught to think critically and creatively in their study of various
genres. Work is centered around the readers and writers workshop model where students
have the opportunity to read and write independently as well as confer with their teacher
about their process. Within the reading and writing studies, this program also focuses on
grammar, the writing process, vocabulary, in addition to the skills associated with research,
speaking, and listening.

Course Title: Mathematics 8

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Mathematics 7

Course Description:

Grade 8 Mathematics covers topics on the basic operation of real numbers, solving
equations and inequalities, working with polynomials, and problem-solving. Also included
are graphing, introduction to functions, and working with rational and irrational numbers.
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The topics covered are applied to real-life situations.

Course Title: Science 8

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Science 7

Course Description:

Grade 8 Science is driven by the Next Generation Science Standards. Through lab
demonstrations and experiments, investigations, simulations, modeling, data collection, and
analysis, students answer questions that seek to explain our world and make sense of the
phenomena we see every day. Grade 8 Science follows an integrated model of teaching
that incorporates Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science, and
Engineering. Grade 8 Science students will learn about collision events, Newton’s Laws, the
Sun-Earth-Moon system, evolution, and energy resources.

Course Title: Social Studies 8

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Social Studies 7

Course Description:

Grade 8 Social Studies uses the C3 Framework (College, Career, and Civic Life) Standards
and inquiry-based learning to build on the natural curiosity of students and engage their
problem solving skills, while accessing personal experiences to make informed and
well-supported opinions about the world in which they live. Students will analyze a variety of
Revolutions throughout history and its impact on politics, government, geography, culture
and the growth of modern thought. Students are challenged to think critically to understand
issues and current events from multiple perspectives. The course provides an opportunity
for students to conduct research, and effectively and respectively communicate conclusions
with well developed arguments through both written and spoken.

Course Title: Spanish 8

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Spanish 7

Descripcion del curso:

El curso de Espariol de 8° grado refuerza las habilidades relacionadas con la gramatica, la
literatura, asi como con la expresion oral y escrita. Este curso incluye lectura de
comprension literaria y andlisis de obras de diferentes géneros (como la narrativa y la
poesia). Se enfoca en comprender el significado literal e inferir significados implicitos.
También, incluye el entrenamiento en la comprension de textos no literarios como los
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argumentativos y expositivos. lgualmente los estudiantes se acercaran a las técnicas para
manejar y utilizar la informacién adquirida y relacionada con sus propias experiencias de
vida, con un enfoque principal del desarrollo de habilidades de escritura a través de la
creacion de textos narrativos, descriptivos, argumentativos y expositivos. Se trabajan
aspectos como la coherencia, cohesion, ortografia y vocabulario. Asimismo, se beneficiaran
con practicas en exposiciones orales desde el punto de vista critico literario o informativo.

Course Title: Spanish Language and Culture (SLC) Level 1-3

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of the previous level of
Spanish Language and Culture

Course Description:

Spanish Language and Culture offers three levels of Spanish for students who have no or
limited knowledge of the Spanish language. In level one, students learn basic grammatical
structures and a wide vocabulary to help them begin communication. As students progress
through each level, they improve their performance through the practice of the four
language skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. An emphasis is given to oral skills,
as successful communication is a main goal in the course. In level 3, students will be
exposed to the works of classic and modern artists of the Spanish-speaking world as they
continue to perfect their language structures and proficiency.

Course Title: Physical Education 8

Course Length:  Year

Course Credit: 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Physical Education 7

Course Description:

Grade 8 Physical Education is focused on developing participation in physical activity and
promoting general physical fitness. Students will be exposed to a variety of physical
activities where they will acquire the basic theory and skills of these activities. Students will
apply previously acquired skills in activities and sports that may include: badminton,
basketball, soccer, throwing and catching skills, volleyball, fithess activities and dance.
Emphasis will be placed on participation and the achievement of personal fitness
improvement goals. Assessment will be based on skills testing on activities and subjects
covered. Students will be given different opportunities to demonstrate and develop the
necessary skills and appreciation of health and physical activity for a healthier lifestyle.

Course Title: Health and Academic Skills 8
Course Length:  Semester
Course Credit: 1.00
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Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 8 Academic Skills helps students develop and strengthen their academic and
organizational skills. Students explore individual strengths and weaknesses and learn
strategies for success in their academic classes. Topics may include time management,
active listening, reading textbooks, note taking, reviewing notes and material previously
covered in preparing for formative and summative assessments, concentration, use of the
library and online sources, and managing homework. Students will work on computer skills
such as utilizing the school’s digital tools of Google Suite, Canvas, PowerSchool, and other
online sources, as well as planning and managing homework. Everything students learn in
this course can be applied to other courses. Healthy Living uses academic skills to provide
students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make health-promoting decisions. The
classes address the physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual dimensions of health.
Health Education is crucial to enhance the overall health and well-being of individuals and
their respective communities. Health will provide students with knowledge, attitudes, and
skills to make healthy decisions for life-long health and wellness.

Course Title: Art 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Art 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Art Level 2 students will learn about the early stages of art working from
Prehistory to Baroque. The events of each art period will be investigated to help students
understand their development over time. Students will use their understanding of essential
artists, different materials, and techniques to create several projects. Finally, they will put
photos of all their work into a portfolio where they will also self-evaluate their art pieces.

Course Title: Art lllustration 7-8
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Art lllustration students will explore the exciting world of illustration by delving into
its history and key concepts. They will practice essential drawing fundamentals and learn
how to unlock artistic creativity. Throughout the course, students will develop foundational
skills in line formations, shape, and shading, which are crucial for building a strong artistic
base. The course will also focus on character design, guiding students to create unique and
imaginative characters through fun exercises and hands-on practice.
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Course Title: Band 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester or Year

Course Credit: 0.50 or 1.00

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Band 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Band Level 2 students will continue to build their instrumental skills and play a
variety of musical styles. There will be at least two performance opportunities during the
semester for students to show their skills in small ensembles and as a band. Students will
explore more complex music composition and instrumental techniques. Each band student
will experience success individually and as a whole band.

Course Title: Choir 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Choir 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Choir Level 2 is designed for middle school students who have taken Choir 6 and
are interested in exploring choral singing on a higher level. Students will learn to sing two
and three-part songs in a variety of musical genres (pop, broadway, world music, rock,
classical, etc.). Proper singing technique and music reading will continue to be taught and
reinforced at a higher level. Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a
self-directed project where they explore the songs of their favorite artists. There will be at
least two public performance opportunities for this choir during the semester.

Course Title: Creative Writing 7-8
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50
Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Creative Writing is for anybody who has an interest in writing and wants to work
on their skills. The class provides multiple opportunities for students to engage in different
styles of writing, including a vignette, a memoir, a movie review, a short story, and a final
project of their own choosing. Students also engage in group and partner work that allows
them to share their work, receive feedback from others, and create community.

Course Title: Drama 7-8 Level 2

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Drama 6
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Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Drama Level 2 is intended for 7th and 8th grade students who have already
taken Drama in grade 6 as the course builds on the learning from the first level. Students
will have the opportunity to engage in three major performances: a monologue, a dialogue,
and a scene in order to enhance their performance skills. Students will also have the
opportunity to work independently and in a team, as well as begin learning about character
analysis and blocking.

Course Title: Passion Projects 7-8
Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  None

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Passion Projects students will research and complete inquiry-based projects
based on topics about which they are passionate. Through the completion of these
projects, they will gain new skills, knowledge, and understanding about ideas and questions
that are important to them. They will use various tools to communicate their progress and
processes with peers and teachers. At the end of the semester, they will share their new
skills, knowledge, and journey of their learning processes with their peers and community
members.

Course Title: Artificial Intelligence 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s): = Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Artificial Intelligence will explore how we all use machine learning systems every
day - such as spam filters, recommendation engines, language translation services,
chatbots, and digital assistants. This course is designed to help students explore Al and its
far-reaching societal impacts in our world around engaging activities. The learning units will
integrate technology and computational thinking concepts with ethical design and
responsible use by providing hands-on experiences for training machine learning systems
and building things with them. Students explore how these technologies can help solve
problems and improve life for themselves and their communities.

Course Title: Robotics & Engineering Design 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:
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Grade 7-8 Robotics & Engineering Design is a lab-based course that uses a hands-on
approach to introduce the basic concepts of robotics, focusing on the construction and
programming of autonomous mobile robots. Students will work in groups to build and test
increasingly more complex mobile robots, culminating in an end-of-semester robot contest.
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the field of Robotics and stimulate
their interests in science and engineering through participation in the entire engineering
design process. This course covers a variety of multidisciplinary topics necessary to
understand the fundamentals of designing, building, and programming robots.

Course Title: STEAM Makers 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 STEAM Makers is an interdisciplinary course designed to engage students in
real-world, hands-on, collaborative learning while mastering core algebraic and physical
concepts. Through this class, students experience tinkering, creating, and working through
the design cycle as they are tasked with a challenge for which they design and create
solutions. Along the way, students find their own experts, iterate ideas, and log their
journeys in a design journal before sharing their end creations, cultivating the maker
mindset to believe you can do anything!

Course Title: Web Design & Interactive Media 7-8

Course Length:  Semester

Course Credit: 0.50

Prerequisite(s):  Successful completion of Tech and Engineering Design 6

Course Description:

Grade 7-8 Digital Media may be a webpage, video, image, podcast, form, or more. In this
course, students will explore how they can develop web pages that embed different media
and interactivity for an excellent user experience through programming languages such as
HTML and CSS. Students will be confident in their ability to create, manipulate, transfer,
and present all forms of digital media. We will use free, web-based editors to explore
typography, digital photography, image manipulation, audio, and video. We will also discuss
ethical use (copyright vs. public domain), aesthetics, and troubleshooting.
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