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REVISED POLICY - VOL. 34 NO. 2

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Board of Education establishes the following entrance age requirements for
students, which are consistent with statute and sound educational practice, and
directs that all eligible students be treated in an equitable manner.

Preschool

[X] A child is eligible for entrance into preschool if s/he attains the age of _ 5

[specify] on or before September 30 [date] of the year in which s/he
applies for entrance and has not yet attained the age at which s/he will be
admitted to

(X) kindergarten.

() first grade (check only if there is no kindergarten in District).

Kindergarten

A child is eligible for entrance into kindergarten if s/he attains the age of five (5) on
or before ( ) August 1st ( X) September 30th of the year in which s/he applies for
entrance. The Board may admit a younger child to kindergarten if the child satisfies
the Board's early entrance criteria. A child under age six (6) who is enrolled in
kindergarten will be considered of compulsory school age.

The Board will admit to kindergarten any child who has not attained the entrance
age requirement of this District, but who was properly enrolled in a public or
chartered nonpublic school kindergarten before transferring to the District.

[] While the District operates an all-day kindergarten program, a parent may
enroll his/her child for only the minimum number of hours required by
State law without penalty, and the Board shall accommodate such
students. Not applicable, since District’s AKD is tuition based.
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First Grade

A child is eligible for entrance into first grade if s/he attains the age of six (6) on or
before ( ) August 1lst (X ) September 30th of the year in which s/he applies for
entrance and has completed the kindergarten program of this District or an
equivalent program elsewhere and has been recommended by the teacher for
advancement to the first grade. The Board may admit to first grade a younger child
who has successfully completed kindergarten if the child satisfies the Board's early
entrance criteria.

Required Documents

The Superintendent shall require that each child who registers for entrance to
school provide:

A. his/her birth certificate or similar documentation authorized by law
as proof of age and birthdate;

B. a certified copy of any custody order or decree together with any
modification in such an order or decree.

If such documents are not provided, the child may be admitted under the
Superintendent's guidelines. Appropriate law enforcement authorities shall be
notified in the event that required documents are not provided in accordance with
the provisions of R.C. 3313.672. However, a child who is placed in a foster home or
residential facility (i.e., a group home for children, children’s crisis care facility,
children’s residential center, residential parenting facility that provides twenty-four
(24) hour child care, county children’s home, or district children’s home) will not be
denied admission solely because the child does not present a birth certificate,
comparable certification, or other comparable document upon registration. Such
protected child will be admitted under temporary enrollment for a period of up to
ninety (90) days to present the required documentation. The protected child and/or
the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian will be so informed at the time of the
child’s initial admission.
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Each child entering the District's kindergarten or first grade program for the first
time must be properly screened for any medical or health problems as well as those
related to hearing, vision, speech and communications. The cost for such screening
shall be paid by

-} the District. (hearing screening, vision screening,
speech /communication screening)

() the parents. (medical /health problems)

6

Any parent may provide the District with a written statement indicating that s/he
does not wish to have his/her child screened.

Early Entrance Criteria

The District provides early admission to kindergarten and first grade for qualified
students. Copies of the referral forms for evaluation for early entrance to
kindergarten or first grade will be available in each school building. Any student
residing in the District may be referred by an educator employed by the District, a
preschool educator who knows the child, the child's parent or guardian, or a
pediatrician or psychologist who knows the child. The referral shall be made to the
principal of the school for evaluation for possible early admission.

Before a student is evaluated for early entrance, the principal (or his/her designee)
of the school to which the child may be admitted shall obtain written permission
from the child's parent/guardian.

Evaluations related to referrals submitted to the school principal between

Aveust15th-and -April-15th,(not applicable based on K registration and screening)

will ordinarily be completed and a written report issued within forty-five (45)
calendar days of subm1ssmn of the referral to the school pr1nc1pal Evalﬂaﬂeﬂs

[NOTE: To use the dates in this paragraph, your District's kindergarten sign up
and screening process should occur between August 15th and April 15th. Be
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sure to consider whether these dates work in terms of your kindergarten sign
up and screening process, and adjust the dates accordingly if necessary.]
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Children referred for early entrance will be evaluated in a prompt manner. The
principal of the school to which the child may be admitted shall convene an
acceleration evaluation committee to determine whether early entrance is
appropriate for that child. The acceleration evaluation committee shall include the
following:

A. a parent/legal guardian or a representative designated by the
parent/guardian
B. a gifted education coordinator or gifted education specialist, or, if

neither is available, a school psychologist or a guidance counselor
with expertise in the appropriate use of academic acceleration

C. the principal or assistant principal of the school to which the child
may be admitted

D. a teacher at the grade level to which the student may be admitted

The acceleration evaluation committee shall be responsible for conducting a fair and
thorough evaluation of the student. The acceleration evaluation committee will also
consider the student's own thoughts on possible accelerated placement in its
deliberations.

Children considered for early entrance shall be evaluated using an acceleration
assessment process approved by the Ohio Department of Education.

The parent/guardian will be provided with a written summary of the outcome of the
evaluation process. This notification shall include instructions for appealing the
outcome of the evaluation process. A meeting will conducted with the

parent/guardian if requested.
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Appeals must be made in writing to the Superintendent within thirty (30) calendar
days of the parent/guardian receiving the results of the evaluation. The
Superintendent or his/her designee shall review the appeal and notify the
parent/guardian of his/her decision within 30 ) [not to exceed thirty
(30)] calendar days of receiving the appeal. The Superintendent or his/her
designee's decision will be final.

If a child is recommended for early entrance, the acceleration evaluation committee
will develop a written acceleration plan for that child. The plan will specify:

A. placement of the child in the accelerated setting;
B. strategies to support successful early entrance; and
C. an appropriate transition period for accelerated students.

A school staff member will be assigned to oversee the implementation of the
acceleration plan and to monitor the child's adjustment to the early entrance.

At any time during the transition period, a parent/guardian of the child may request
in writing that the child be withdrawn from the accelerated placement. In such
cases, the principal shall remove the child without repercussions.

Also, at any time during the transition period, a parent/guardian may request in
writing an alternative accelerated placement. In such cases, the principal shall
direct the acceleration evaluation committee to consider other placement options
and to issue a decision within __30 days ( ) [not to exceed thirty
(30)] calendar days of receiving the request. If the student will be placed in a
different setting from that initially recommended, the acceleration plan shall be
revised accordingly, and a new transition period shall be specified.
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At the end of the transition period, the accelerated placement shall become
permanent. The child's records shall be modified accordingly, and the acceleration
plan shall become part of the student's permanent record to facilitate continuous
progress through the curriculum.

R.C. 3313.64, 3313.641, 3313.672, 3313.673, 3321.01 et seq., 3321.05, 3323.01
R.C. 3324.10

© NEOLA 2016
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REVISED POLICY - VOL. 34 NO. 2

ATTENDANCE

The educational program offered by this District is predicated upon the presence of
the student and requires continuity of instruction and classroom participation.
Attendance shall be required of all students enrolled in the schools during the days
and hours that the school is in session.

0 : ; : s e : .

A student in grades 9 through 12 may be considered a full-time equivalent student
provided the student is enrolled in at least five (5) units of instruction, as defined by
State law, per school vear.

In accordance with statute, the Superintendent shall require, from the parent of
each student of compulsory school age or from an adult student who has been
absent from school or from class for any reason, a (X ) written statement of the
cause for such absence. The Board of Education reserves the right to verify such
statements and to investigate the cause of each single absence or prolonged
absence.

Repeated infractions of Board policy on attendance may result in suspension or
expulsion.

[ X] The Board considers the following factors to be reasonable excuses for time
missed at school:

A. personal illness (a written physician’s statement verifying the illness
may be required)

B. illness in the family necessitating the presence of the child

C. quarantine of the home

D. death in the family

E. necessary work at home due to absence or incapacity of

parent(s)/guardian(s)
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[X]

(X ]

()

observation or celebration of a bona fide religious holiday
out-of-state travel (up to a maximum of four (4) days per school
year) to participate in a District-approved enrichment or

extracurricular activity

Any classroom assignment missed due to the absence shall be
completed by the student.

such good cause as may be acceptable to the Superintendent

medically necessary leave for a pregnant student in accordance with
Policy 5751

service as a precinct officer at a primary, special or general election
in accordance with the program set forth in Policy 5725

Attendance need not always be within the school facilities, but a student
will be considered to be in attendance if present at any place where school
is in session by authority of the Board.

The Board shall consider each student assigned to a program of other
guided learning experiences to be in regular attendance for the program
provided that s/he reports to such staff member s/he is assigned for
guidance at the place in which s/he is conducting study, and regularly
demonstrates progress toward the objectives of the course of study.



BOARD OF EDUCATION STUDENTS
SCHOOL DISTRICT 5200/page 3 of 5

X ] The Superintendent may excuse a student over fourteen (14) years of age
from attendance at school for a future limited period for the purpose of
performing essential work directly or exclusively for his/her parents or
guardians. Such excuse should not exceed five (5) days and may at the
discretion of the Superintendent be renewed for five (5) additional days. At
no time, however, shall such excuse cause a student to be absent from
school for a period of more than ten (10) consecutive days.

At the discretion of the Superintendent or his/her designee, a student may
be excused for a longer period of time than ten (10) days if a child's parent
or guardian has recently died or become totally or partially incapacitated
and there is no older brother or sister living in the home who is out of
school. (The Superintendent may request a certificate of a physician
attesting to the physical condition of the parent or guardian.)

A student will be considered habitually truant if the student is absent without a
legitimate excuse for five (5) or more consecutive school days, for seven (7) or more
school days in one (1) month, or twelve (12) or more school days in one (1) school
year.

A student will be considered chronically truant if the student is absent without a
legitimate excuse for seven (7) or more consecutive school days, for ten (10) or more
school days in one (1) month, or for fifteen (15) or more school days in one (1) year.

Legitimate excuses for the absence of a student who is otherwise habitually or
chronically truant include but are not limited to:

A. the student was enrolled in another school district;

B. the student was excused from attendance in accordance with
R.C 3321.04; or

C. the student has received an age and schooling certificate.

If a student is habitually truant and the student’s parent has failed to cause the
student’s attendance, the Board authorizes the Superintendent to file a complaint
with the Judge of the Juvenile Court and/or to take any other appropriate
intervention actions as set forth in this Board’s policy.
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If a student is chronically truant and the student’s parent has failed to cause the
student’s attendance, the Board authorizes the Superintendent to file a complaint
with the Judge of the Juvenile Court.

In order to address the attendance practices of a student who is habitually truant,
the Board authorizes the Superintendent to take any of the following intervention
actions:

(x) assign the student to a truancy intervention program

(x)  provide counseling to the student

(x) request or require the student’s parent to attend a parental
involvement program

(x) request or require a parent to attend a truancy prevention mediation
program
(x) notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles of the student’s absences

(x) take appropriate legal action

() assignment to an alternative school (Note: If the District has
established an alternative school, it must appear as an alternative
intervention strategy.)

The Superintendent is authorized to establish an educational program for parents of
truant students which is designed to encourage parents to ensure that their children
attend school regularly. Any parent who does not complete the program is to be
reported to law enforcement authorities for parental education neglect, a fourth
class misdemeanor if found guilty.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative guidelines that:

(x) establish proper procedures so the student and his/her parents are
provided the opportunity to challenge the attendance record prior to
notification and that such notification complies with R.C. 3321.13
(B)(2);
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(x)

establish a school session which is in conformity with the
requirements of the rules of the State Board;

govern the keeping of attendance records in accordance with the
rules of the State Board;

identify the habitual truant, investigate the cause(s) of his/her
behavior, and consider modification of his/her educational program
to meet particular needs and interests;

provide students whose absence has been excused an opportunity to
make up work they missed and receive credit for the work, if
completed;

refer for evaluation any student who, due to a specifically
identifiable physical or mental impairment, exceeds or may exceed
the District's limit on excused absence to determine eligibility either
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or other appropriate
accommodation.

Whenever any student of compulsory school age has ten (10) consecutive days or a
total of fifteen (15) days of unexcused absence from school during any semester,
s/he will be considered habitually absent. The Board authorizes the Superintendent
to inform the student and his/her parents, guardian, or custodian of the record of
excessive absence as well as the District's intent to notify the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles, if appropriate, and the Judge of the Juvenile Court of the student's
excessive absence.

R.C. 3313.664,

3317.034, 3321.01 et seq., 3321.13(B)(2), 3321.19, 3321.191

R.C. 3321.22, 3321.38, 3323.041, 3331.05
A.C. 3301-35-03(G), 3301-47-01, 3301-69-02

© NeoLA 2016
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REVISED POLICY - VOL. 34 NO. 2

RELEASED TIME FOR RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

The Board of Education desires to cooperate with those parents who wish to provide
for religious instruction for their children but also recognizes its responsibility to
enforce the attendance requirements of the State.

Students may be provided "released time" from school to attend a course in religious
instruction conducted by a private entity off District property, provided that the
following requirements are met, such students will not be considered absent when
the:

A. student’s parent or guardian gives consent in writing;

B. sponsoring entity maintains attendance records and makes them
available to the District;

C. sponsoring entity provides and assumes liability for the student;
and
D. student assumes responsibility for any missed school work.

Transportation of students to and from Released Time instruction is the complete
responsibility of the sponsoring entity, the parent, guardian, and/or student. The
Board of Education, its members, and employees are immune from liability for any
injuries arising from transportation to and from Released Time instruction. Further,
no Board funds will be expended for, and no District personnel shall be involved in
the provision of religious instruction.

Students shall not be excused from a core curriculum subject course to attend
Released Time instruction.
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[OPTION]
[] High school students may earn up to two (2) units of high school credit for
coursework completed during Released Time instruction. Such credits may

substitute for credits required pursuant to R.C. 3313.603(C)(8).

The Board will evaluate the course based on secular criteria including, but not
limited to:

A. the number of hours of instructional time;

B. a review of the course syllabus that reflects course requirements
and materials used;

G the assessment methods used in the course; and

D. the instructor’s qualifications, which shall be similar to the
qualification of other teachers in the District.

The decision as to whether to provide credit for a specific Released Time religious
instruction course will be neutral as to religious content and will not involve any test
for religious content or denominational affiliation.

[END OF OPTION]

Staff members shall not promote or discourage participation in release time
programs for any religious instructional program.

Nothing herein shall constitute an endorsement of religion or infringe upon an
individual’s First Amendment rights.

Attorney General’s Opinion 88-001

© NeoLA 2016
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REVISED POLICY - VOL. 34, NO. 2

IMMUNIZATION

In order to safeguard the school community from the spread of certain
communicable diseases and in recognition that prevention is a means of combating
the spread of disease, the Board of Education requires all students to be immunized
against poliomyelitis, measles, diphtheria, rubella (German measles), pertussis,
tetanus, mumps, and others legally designated in accordance with State statutes,
unless specifically exempt for medical or other reasons. The Board requires that
students who start kindergarten during or after the school year beginning in 1999
be immunized against Hepatitis B or be in the process of being immunized. The
Board also requires that students who start kindergarten during or after the school
year beginning in 2006 be immunized against chicken pox. The Board further
requires that students enrolled in grades 7 through 12 during or after the school
year beginning in 2016 be immunized against meningococcal disease in accordance
with the administration procedures prescribed by the Ohio Department of Health
(see AG 5320). This policy pertains to both students who currently attend school in
the District and those eligible to attend.

The Superintendent may exempt a student from being immunized against either or
both measles and mumps if the student presents a signed statement from a parent
or physician indicating s/he has had measles or mumps and does not need to be
immunized. The student will be allowed to attend school only if a physician's
statement indicates there is no danger of contagion. In case of an outbreak of the
disease for which the student has not been immunized or an epidemic, the
Superintendent shall not allow the student to attend school.

In the case of a chicken pox epidemic in the school's population, the Superintendent
may deny admission to a student otherwise exempted from the chicken pox
immunization requirement. The Superintendent shall prescribe methods whereby
the academic standing of a student who is denied admission during a chicken pox
epidemic is preserved.

The Superintendent may also exempt a student from immunization if a physician
certifies in writing that immunization from a particular disease is medically
contra-indicated.
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A student may also be exempted from immunization if a parent or guardian objects
for good cause, including religious conviction.

A student who has not completed immunization
(X) may not be admitted to school, except as is consistent with the law.

() may be admitted to school provided the necessary immunizations
are being received in the fastest time consistent with the approved
immunization schedule and good medical practice.

The Board believes that immunization is the primary responsibility of the parent(s).
For those students who do not have ready access to private or public health
services, immunizations shall be provided at public expense.

(X) and the Board shall apply to the Board of Health, and
for funding thereof.

Any immunization program conducted by this District requires prior approval of the
Board and can only extend to those immunizations provided for by statute and the
guidelines of this Board.

R.C. 3313.67, 3313.671, 3313.671(B)

© NEoLA 2016



