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Dr. Seuss said, "You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax, all
you need is a book." In our Literacy Corner this month we explore things
parents can do when reading aloud that children enjoy and engage with as
they begin their journey to becoming a reader. It must seem like magic as
they come to realize that those letters, and gradually words, tell a story and
that they will eventually learn how to read that story.

The developmental range for pre-reading behaviors is incredibly wide in 4-
year-old lives. Some of our 4K students are learning to identify letters and
some have started to identify their names. Some are writing sight words they
see in their environment, like STOP from the stop signs they see on their way
to school. Have you ever noticed a stop sign uses all capital letters? At the
beginning, your child’s writing may too.

This developmental range of skills is very typical at this age level and the
best way to support your child's growth, no matter what level they are, is to
read to them. I encourage you to sit back and relax, and enjoy some time
reading together with silly voices, wide eyes, hushed voices, sleepy eyes, and
whatever else makes the books come alive.

WHAT’S IN THISMONTH’S ISSUE?

Do you know a child who will be 4 years old on
or before September 1st?!

Appleton Community 4K enrollment for the
2025-2026 school year began on Monday,
February 10th, 2025!

Find more information on our 4K website:
4k.aasd.k12.wi.us/our-school/enrollment

(920)832-6470

http://4k.aasd.k12.wi.us/our_school/enrollment


THE LITERACY CORNER

Reading Aloud

Reading aloud to children is the best way we know to teach them to love books. (Don Holdaway)

There is no exact right way to read aloud to children, however, the more expressive we read, the more
fantastic the experience will be. As you read aloud, be aware of your body position, your eyes and their
expression, your eye contact with your child, and the animation of your voice. Choose simple stories and
try to read aloud to your child at least three times a day if possible. Although a read-aloud can happen
anytime, it is important also to have a ritual about reading aloud every night, in the same place, at the
same time. Having regular routines helps children feel safe and secure in life.

Reading Aloud…
Cultivates a passion for and love of reading
Develops a background knowledge that will help students achieve a higher level of understanding
Provides a risk-free learning environment
Fills the air with rich language
Develops a rich vocabulary
Allows children to grow their understanding of the world beyond the classroom walls
Allows for oral language development as children begin to have conversations about the story, the
characters, and why the author made the decisions she/he made
Instills comprehension skills and strategies that children will use with their independent reading
Leads to active thinking in children easier than any other single activity
Leads to greater self-esteem and success, even in the most reluctant readers

- Lester Laminack

This month's book recommendations focus on books that children love:
I Went Walking by Sue Machin
Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet and Allan Ahlberg
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? By Bill Martin, Jr.
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle
Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell
Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins
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TUCKER’S CORNER

In 4K we use many strategies to help our young students find success during their class time.
One strategy we are teaching that will stay with them throughout their lives is following a daily
routine. Our classrooms use visual schedules for our young learners. An example of the schedule to
start the school day might look like this:

An important routine at home is bedtime, yet we frequently hear from parents that they struggle
with this routine. When young children don't have the 10-12 hours of sleep they need, their learning
can be affected.

When children sleep, their body is busy developing new brain cells that they need for physical,
mental, and emotional development. Young children thrive on predictability and learn from
repetition. It is important to establish a bedtime routine that you and your child both understand
and helps everyone to feel calm and relaxed.

Here are some tips to try at home to build a consistent bedtime routine:

Be creative, engage your child in setting this routine.
Give 10, 5, and 2-minute warnings before starting your bedtime
routine.
Help your child choose a quiet activity before bedtime like
reading books, listening to music, or holding a stuffed animal.
Watch for signs of sleepiness and teach your child the words to
use to communicate when they are tired.
Talk about what will happen the next day to reassure your child
that they will not miss out on something and to encourage sleep
to make sure tomorrow will be fun.
Use a visual schedule with pictures to show the steps leading up to
bedtime. To the right is one example of a bedtime routine. Other
examples can be found at the website listed below if you type
“visual schedule” into the search box.
Give your child undivided and unrushed attention during this
bedtime routine to make it positive and something to look
forward to each night.

As taken and modified from
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/backpack/BackpackCon
nection_routines_bedtime.pdf

https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/backpack/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/backpack/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/backpack/
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COMMUNITY
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FOR STUDENTS

Community
Opportunities for
Students

The AASD shares local,
community opportunities
for students. These
community opportunities
include upcoming events
and activities such as art
and music camps, youth
athletics, cultural events,
enrichment programs, and
more. We encourage AASD
families to regularly review
these opportunities for
students of all ages. Check
out the AASD COMMUNITY
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
STUDENTS WEBPAGE for a
current list of
opportunities for students.

https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/f
amilies/community_opportu
nities_for_students

https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/community_opportunities_for_students
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/community_opportunities_for_students
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/community_opportunities_for_students



