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While many of Westchester’s residents are Jewish, it can be hard to find books on
Jewish heritage in children’s literature that don’t focus solely on holidays or the Holocaust.
We’'ve included both of those categories but have also striven to give our local
Jewish-American families (and non-Jewish families looking to learn more about other
cultures and religions!) a wide variety of historical figures and contemporary moments to
choose from. This May, we’re celebrating the lives of Jewish-Americans as well as their
community members and/or ancestors in other parts of the world. We find that all these
stories are connected and we want to bring awareness to those that are lesser known.

Springhurst librarian Lauren Rodriguez, Middle/High School media specialist Ellen
Elsen, and K-8 literacy coordinator Michelle Yang-Kaczmarek have teamed up with Dobbs
Ferry Public Library children’s librarian Gina Elbert and young adult librarian Alex
Yeranossian to create this resource list to share a variety of stories and experiences.

This is a sampling of available resources and not an exhaustive list. If you would like
help finding more, please contact your librarian(s).

Titles in bold are new to this year’s list.

Online Resources

Diverse Bookfinder Booklist
https://diversebookfinder.org/collection/jewish-american-heritage-month/
DiverseBookFinder is, among other things, a picture book database that you can search by
ethnicity, gender, nationality, and more. This curated booklist for Jewish-American Heritage
Month highlights some of their top picks for celebrating the multiplicity of Jews and Jewish
heritage.

Jewish American Heritage Month Resource Guide and Toolkit

https://jewishamericanheritage.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/JAHM_2023ResourceGuide
Public_Final.pdf

We encourage you to explore this entire website, but here we are focusing on the succinct

resource guide and toolkit that the organization has provided for creating educational

materials and starting conversations around Jewish-American Heritage Month.

Jewish Book Council

https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/

Jewish Book Council, founded in 1943, is the longest-running organization devoted
exclusively to the support and celebration of Jewish literature. For over seventy years,
Jewish Book Council has brought people together for meaningful discussions about Jewish
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life, identity, and culture through a literary lens. Use their website to find curated selections,
book reviews, and more!

Booklist for Kids

Below is a list of recently published books that the DF school librarians and DFPL
children’s librarian recommend as starting points for education and discussion. You can
access items marked with a blue dot (@) through the Dobbs Ferry school libraries and
items marked with a yellow dot (O) through the Dobbs Ferry Public Library. Please
contact your librarians to put them on hold and/or learn more information about the
formats in which these titles are available.

Picture Books: Fiction

e Apple Days by Allison Soffer ©
The Butterfly by Patricia Polacco @ ©
Camp Wonderful Wild by Laurel Snyder @
The Chanukah Guest by Eric A. Kimmel ©
Clarence’s Topsy-Turvy Shabbat by Jennifer T. MacLeod ©
Days of Awe: Stories for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur by Eric A. Kimmel ©
Engineer Ari and the Sukkah Express by Deborah B. Cohen ©
Gitty and Kvetch by Caroline Kusin Pritchard & Ariel Landy ©
Golem by David Wisniewski @O
Hanukkah Cookies with Sprinkles by David A. Adler ©
Hanukkah Lights, Hanukkah Nights by Leslie Kimmelman @O
Hanukkah Money by Sholem Aleichem ©
Hanukkah Upside-Down by Elissa Brent Weissman ©
A Hanukkah with Mazel by Ezra Stein @ O
Happy Passover, Rosie by Jane Breskin Zalben ©
Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins by Eric A. Kimmel @ G
Hillel Builds a House by Shoshana Lepon ©
Hoppy Passover! by Linda Glaser ©
How do Dinosaurs Say Happy Hanukkah? by Jane Yolen O
In the Month of Kislev: A Story for Hanukkah by Nina Jaffe @ G
Is It Rosh Hashanah Yet? by Chris Barash ©
It Could Always Be Worse: A Yiddish Folktale by Margot Zemach @ C
Joseph Had a Little Overcoat by Simms Taback @ ©
The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco @ O
Latkes and Applesauce by Fran Manushkin @O
The Legend of Freedom Hill by Linda Jacobs Altman ©
Leo and Blossom’s Sukkah by Jane Breskin Zalben ©
The Little Red Hen and the Passover Matzah by Leslie Kimmelman ©
The Matzah Man: A Passover Story by Naomi Howland @ C
The Mexican Dreidel by Linda Elovitz Marshall ©
Miriam’s Cup: A Passover Story by Fran Manushkin ©
Netta and Her Plant by Ellie Gellman ©



Night Lights: A Sukkot Story by Barbara Goldin ©

The Ninth Night of Hanukkah by Erica S. Perl ©

Oskar and the Eight Blessings by Richard Simon & Tonya Simon @ ©
The Parakeet Named Dreidel by Marilyn Singer ©

The Passover Guest by Susan Kusel @ ©

Passover Scavenger Hunt by Shanna Silva ©

A Persian Passover by Etan Basseri ©

Purim Chicken by Margaret Cuyler ©

Queen of the Hanukkah Dosas by Pamela Ehrenberg ©

Raisel’s Riddle by Erica Silverman ©

Sammy Spider’s First Day of School and other tales of Sammy Spider by Sylvia A.
Rouss @0C

The Shabat Box by Leslie Simpson ©

Shanghai Sukkah by Heidi Smith Hyde ©

The Spotted Pony: A Collection of Hanukkah Stories by Erik A. Kimmel ©
Sweet Tamales for Purim by Barbara Bietz ©

Talia and the Very Yum Kippur by Linda Elovitz Marshall ©

Tia Fortuna's New Home: A Jewish Cuban Journey by Ruth Behar ©
Tikvah Means Hope by Patricia Polacco ©

Too Many Cooks: A Passover Parable by Edie Stoltz Zolkower @ ©
The Trees of the Dancing Goats by Patricia Polacco ©

The Uninvited Guest and Other Jewish Holiday Tales by Nina Jaffe ©
The Very Best Sukkah: A Story from Uganda by Nambi Shoshana ©
The Very Crowded Sukkah by Leslie Kimmelman ©

The Way Meat Loves Salt: A Cinderella Tale from the Jewish Tradition by Nina Jaffe
@0

Two New Years by Richard Ho ©

Way Too Many Latkes: A Hanukkah in Chelm by Linda Glaser @ ©
What is Passover? by Harriet Ziefert ©

When Jessie Came Across the Sea by Amy Hest @ ©

When Mindy Saved Hanukkah by Erik A. Kimmel ©

The Whispering Town by Jennifer Riesmeyer Elvgren ©

Why Does It Always Rain on Sukkot? by Susan Schaalman Youdovin ©

Nonfiction Picture Books

Anne Frank by Josephine Poole @O

Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909 by Michelle Markel @ ©
Celebrate Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur by Deborah Heiligman ©

Dear Mr. Dickens by Nancy Churnin ©

Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty by Linda Glaser ©

Hannah G. Solomon Dared to Make a Difference by Bonnie Gratch Lindauer ©
Hanukkah: A Three-Dimensional Celebration by Sara Freedland ©

Hanukkah, Oh, Hanukkah! : A Treasury of Stories, Songs, and Games to Share ©
Itzhak, the Boy Who Loved the Violin by Tracy Newman @ ©



The Journey That Saved Curious George: The True Wartime Escape of Margret and
H.A. Rey by Louise Borden @ ©

Journey to Ellis Island: How My Father Came to America by Carol Bierman @ ©
Luba: The Angel of Bergen-Belsen by Michelle R. McCann and Luba
Tryszynska-Frederick @ ©

Marc Chagall: Life is a Dream by Brigitta Hopler @ ©

Maurice and His Dictionary by Cary Fagan ©

Nicky & Vera: A Quiet Hero of the Holocaust and the Children He Rescued by Peter
Sis @0

No Truth Without Ruth : The Life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg by Kathleen Krull ©

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur by Cathy Fishman @ C

Osnat and Her Dove: The True Story of the World’s First Female Rabbi by Sigal
Samuel @O

The Passover Journey: A Seder Companion by Barbara Diamond Goldin

The People’s Painter: How Ben Shahn Fought for Justice with Art by Cynthia Levinson
@0

A Picture Book of Anne Frank by David A. Adler @ ©

A Poem for Peter by Andrea Davis Pilkey @ O

The Polio Pioneer : Dr. Jonas Salk and the Polio Vaccine by Linda Elovitz Marshall ©
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur by Howard Greenfield ©

The Story of Hanukkah by Amy Erlich ©

The Story of Passover by Norma Simon ©

You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?! by Jonah Winter @ O

Easy Readers & Early Chapter Books

Is It Hanukkah Yet? by Nancy E. Krulik ©

Lola Levine series by Monica Brown ©

Meet Rebecca and other American Girl books about Rebecca Rubin ©
Once Upon an Apple Cake by Elana Rubinstein ©

Passover Around the World by Tami Lehman-Wilzig @ ©

Middle Grade Graphic Novels

Catherine’s War by Julia Billet @ O

Hidden: A Child’s Story of the Holocaust by Loic Dauvillier, Greg Salsedo, and Marc
Lizano ©

Becoming Briana by Teri Liebenson @ O

The Unfinished Corner by Dani Colman ©

White Bird: A Wonder Story by R.J. Palacio @ ©

Middle Grade Fiction

All-Of-A-Kind Family by Sydney Taylor ©
Almost Flying by Jake Maia Arlow @ O

Ana on the Edge by A.J. Sass ©

Anya and the Dragon by Sofiya Pasternack @ ©



Blackbird Girls by Anne Blankman @ ©

The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen @ ©

The Dubious Pranks of Shaindy Goodman by Mari Lowe ©
Ellen Outside the Lines by A.J. Sass @ ©

The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz @ ©

How to Find What You’re Not Looking For by Veera Hiranandani ©
The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, the Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam
Gidwitz @ ©

Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse @ O

Lily and Dunkin by Donna Gephart @ ©

Linked by Gordon Korman @ ©

The Lion and the Unicorn by Shirley Hughes @ ©

Louder Than Words by Kathy Kacer ©

Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar @ ©

The Mozart Question by Michael Morpurgo @ ©

Not Your All-American Girl by Madelyn Rosenberg ©

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry @ O

A Place at the Table by Saadia Faruqi and Laura Shovan ©
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz @ ©

Recipe for Disaster by Aimee Lucido ©

Refugee by Alan Gratz @ ©

Resistance by Jennifer A. Nielsen @ O

This is Just a Test by Madelyn Rosenberg ©

Turtle Boy by M. Evan Wolkenstein @ O

When the World Was Ours by Liz Kessler @ ©

The Whole Story of Half a Girl by Veera Hiranandani ©

Wishing Upon the Same Stars by Jacquetta Feldman ©

You Are So Not Invited to My Bat Mitzvah by Fiona Rosenbloom @ ©

Middle Grade Nonfiction

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank @ ©

Becoming RBG: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Journey to Justice by Debbie Levy @ ©
Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance during the Holocaust by
Doreen Rappaport @ ©

Chance: Escape from the Holocaust by Uri Shulevitz @ ©

His Name was Raoul Wallenberg by Louise Borden ©

I Dissent : Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy ©

Jewish Immigrants: In Their Shoes by Barbara Krasner @ ©

RBG's brave & brilliant women : 33 Jewish women to inspire everyone by

Nadine Epstein ©

Survivors Club: The True Story of a Very Young Prisoner of Auschwitz by Michael
Bornstein @ ©

Understanding Judaism by Nel Yomtov @ ©

The Woman Who Split the Atom by Marissa Moss @



Young Adult Fiction

Aviva vs. the Dybbuk by Mari Lowe @ ©

Cool for the Summer by Dahlia Adler ©

Courage to Dream by Neal Shusterman @ ©

Kate in Waiting by Becky Albertalli @O

Life and Crimes of Hoodie Rosen by Isaac Blum @ O

Hope and Other Punchlines by Julie Buxbaum ©

Alma Presses Play by Tina Cane ©

In the Neighborhood of True by Susan Kaplan Carlton @O
My Fine Fellow by Jennieke Cohen @ &

Little & Lion by Brandy Colbert @ O

Color Me In by Natasha Diaz ©

How to Pack for the End of the World by Michelle Falkoff ©
They Went Left by Monica Hesse @ O

As If On Cue by Marisa Kanter ©

Ethel’s Song by Barbara Krasner ©

When the Angels Left the Old Country by Sacha Lamb @ O
The Fever King by Victoria Lee ©

Some Kind of Hate by Sarah Littman @O

This Rebel Heart by Katherine Locke @ ©

It's a Whole Spiel ed. by Katherine Locke & Laura Silverman ©
Sick Kids in Love by Hannah Moskowitz ©

From Dust, a Flame by Rebecca Podos ©

The Wise and the Wicked by Rebecca Podos ©

The City Beautiful by Aden Polydoros @ ©

Lucy Clark Will Not Apologize by Margo Rabb ©

Eight Nights of Flirting by Hannah Reynolds @ ©

The Ghosts of Rose Hill by R.M. Romero @ ©

Camp by LC Rosen ©

The Way Back by Gavriel Savit @O

The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz @ O

The Berlin Boxing Club by Rob Sharenow @ C

The Survival List by Courtney Sheinmel ©

You Asked for Perfect by Laura Silverman O
Recommended for You by Laura Silverman ©

We Can’t Keep Meeting Like This by Rachel Lynn Solomon ©
Today Tonight Tomorrow by Rachel Lynn Solomon ©
Those Summer Nights by Laura Silverman ©

The Assignment by Liza Wiemer ©

The Chosen by Chaim Potok @

Young Adult Graphic Novels

Dancing at the Pity Party (graphic memoir) by Tyler Feder @ O



e Whistle: A New Gotham City hero by E. Lockhart @ ©

Young Adult Nonfiction

e Impossible Escape by Steve Sheinkin © ©
e The New Queer Conscience by Adam Eli ©

e We Had to be Brave: Escaping the Nazis on Kindertransport by Deborah Hopkinson
@0



