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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Board President Sean Parsons calls the February 20, 2025 regular board meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. with the following members present. 
 

Sean Parsons – Will not be attending. Charity Wilhelm, past Board President to reside. 
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
Rusty Rittenhouse  
Charity Wilhelm – To carry the meeting in Sean Parsons’ absence. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 
 
2025-070      ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education adopts the agenda for the regular meeting of 
February 20, 2025 as presented and amended. 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
Rusty Rittenhouse  
Charity Wilhelm 
 
2025-071     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the minutes of the Organizational and 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting held on January 9, 2025 and the Special Meeting on January 23, 2025 as 
submitted. 
 
Motion by: 
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Charity Wilhelm  
Sean Parsons  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
Rusty Rittenhouse  
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
“Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a 
disabled person to be able to participate in this activity.” “No more than a total of thirty (30) minutes 
for public participation is permitted at each regular board meeting. Individuals are welcome to 
speak provided they identify themselves by name and address, give the topic to be discussed and 
limit their presentations to three (3) minutes each”.  
 

A. Athens Education Association 
B. AFSCME Local 

 
PRESENTATION / BOARD DISCUSSION 
 

• Angela Hall, Athens Middle School Social Studies Teacher/Andrew Jackson Davison Club Advisor, and 
Keith Wilde, artist collaborating with Mount Zion Baptist Church and students from the high school and 
middle school who are members of the Andrew Jackson Davison Club. 

• Stephanie Sharp, Cheer Coach, and Cheerleading Team. 
 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTS 
 
 
 
2025-072     TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Treasurer’s Report for February 
2025 as submitted. The report contains the Bank Reconciliation, Fund Report, Monthly Financial 
Report, Monthly Check Summary Report, Cafeteria Report, and Investment Report. 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Charity Wilhelm  
Sean Parsons  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
Rusty Rittenhouse  
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2025-073         AMENDED APPROPRIATIONS AND AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF ESTIMATED         
                        RESOURCES 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Amended appropriations and Amended 
Certificate of Estimated Resources as submitted by the Treasurer/CF. 
 

Motion by: 
Second by: 
  
Discussion: 
  
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Charity Wilhelm  
 

 
 
2025-074         APPROVAL OF THE DISTRICT UPDATED FIVE-YEAR FORECAST 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the updated Five-Year Forecast for the district as 
submitted.  
  
         

Motion by: 
Second by: 
  
Discussion: 
  
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Charity Wilhelm 

 
 
 
ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Associate Superintendent Chad Springer briefly reviewed the remaining agenda items for the Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ATHENS CITY SCHOOLS 
REGULAR MEETING – 6:30 P.M. 

ATHENS HIGH SCHOOL, THE PLAINS 
FEBRUARY 20, 2025 

 

 

Page -4- 

 
2025-075     PERSONNEL 
 
RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENT—The Athens City School District Board of Education 
accepts the resignation of the following individuals: 
 
Resignations: 

• Rachel Boyd, Server at East Elementary, effective February 13, 2025. 

• Emily Leuschel, Bus #8 Driver, effect March 4, 2025. 

• Cecelia Owen, EMIS Coordinator at Central Office, effective no later than April 25, 2025.  
 
Retirements: 

• Mary L. Wryst, English Teacher/Journalism Advisor at Athens High School, effective May 31, 2025.  

• Sean Kelbley, School Counselor at Morrison-Gordon Elementary, effective July 1, 2025. 

• Deb Richardson, Intervention Specialist at The Plains Intermediate, effective June 1, 2025 

• Doug Woodruff, Intervention Specialist at the Athens Middle School, effective May 31, 2025. 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT/CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS (pending successful verification of 
certification, college transcripts and experience, completion of criminal records check 
and other state and local requirements for the positions) 
 
1. Administrative Contract – The Athens City School District Board of Education approves a five-year contract 
to the following individuals: 
 

• Sommer McCorkle for the position of Associate Superintendent on a five (5) year contract on Step 14 of 
the Administrative Salary Schedule for Associate Superintendent Effective August 1, 2025. 

 

• John Rogers for the position of Director Instruction on a five (5) year contract on Step 9 of the 
Administrative Salary Schedule for Director of Curriculum and Development effective August 1, 2025. 

 

• Appoint Chad Springer as the Interim Superintendent effective June 1, 2025 through July 31, 2025 and 
to amend his current contract as Associate Superintendent to include a stipend in the amount of $8,358 
to be paid in addition to his existing salary and benefits in equal installments on pay dates in June and 
July, 2025. 

 

• Chad Springer for the position of Superintendent on a five (5) year contract as presented effective 
August 1, 2025. 

 
 
2. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 2024 
for the position(s) listed for the 2024-2025 to the following individual(s): 
 
Non-Certified 

• Caralyn Andrews, JV Softball Coach – Girls, Athens High School 

• Jacob Hinze, Track and Field Coach, Athens High School 

• Adam Porterfield, Wrestling Volunteer, Athens High School 
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2025-075     PERSONNEL (continued) 
 
 
2-A. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 
2025 for the position(s) listed for the 2025-2026 to the following individual(s): 
 
Certified 
 

• Adam Gonczy, Cross Country Head Coach, Athens High School 

• Dana Morehead, Tennis Head Coach – Girls, Athens High School 

• Nathan White, Football Head Coach, Athens High School 
 
 
Non-Certified 
       

• John Bohuslawsky, Soccer Head Coach – Girls, Athens High School 

• Rodney Burgess, Golf Head Coach – Boys/Girls, Athens High School 

• Simon Diki, Soccer Head Coach – Boys, Athens High School 

• Hailee Hart, Volleyball Head Coach, Athens High School 
            
             

 
3. Substitute Teacher/Home Instructor for 2024-2025 School Year: The Athens City 
School District Board of Education issues a substitute teacher contract at the Board 
approved rate of pay on an as needed basis up to 250 hours to the following: 
 
Home Instructors: 

• Whitney Allen, at the hourly rate of $57.43 

• Jennifer Childers, at the hourly rate of $62.50 

• Deanna Crum-Wasserman, at the hourly rate of $44.60 

• Sarah Fuller, at the hourly rate of $57.43 

• Cameron Hess, at the hourly rate of $33.78 

• Brook Kaiser, at the hourly rate of $64.19 

• Peter Kristofco, at the hourly rate of $35.31 

• Dana Morehead, at the hourly rate of $62.50 

• Talia Parrotti, at the hourly rate of $55.74 

• Jeff Short, at the hourly rate of $69.93 

• Doug Woodruff, at the hourly rate of $61.15 

• Nathan Young, at the hourly rate of $62.50 
 
Substitute Teachers: 
 

• Ashton Barylski (pending updated background check) 

• Mirsad Besic 

• Tara Bushatz 

• Anna Crum 
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2025-075     PERSONNEL (continued) 
 
 

• Makayla Davis 

• Joseph Elisar      

• Lillian Germaine 

• Megan Kuenle  

• Aziza Mohamed    

• Fallon Murray 

• Emma Platten 

• Mary Anne Queen 

• Cinda Resler 

• Maxwell Schafer 

• Ethan Scott (pending updated background check) 

• Jaiden Smith 

• Sydney Smith 

• Owen Vandivier 

• Alexis Zabor (pending updated background check) 
 
4. Classified Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education in 
accordance with Article VII, Job Postings/Transfer/Assignment and Bidding 
Procedure approves the following position as listed and detailed below (pending 
successful verification of certification, highly qualified status for paraprofessional positions, completion 
of criminal records check and other state and local requirements for these positions): 
 
Bus Driver 

• Larry Westfall 

• Mike Myers 
 
 
Substitute Aides 

• Carolee King 
 
5. Substitute Classified Personnel—The Athens City School District Board of Education 
approves the employment of the following personnel for the 2024-2025 school year 
on an as needed basis at the Board approved rate of pay for the position they are 
subbing in. 
 
 
Cafeteria 

• Gaberial Ogburn – recently began working as a Substitute Custodian through Marvin Lawrence. 
Timarie Francis requested Gaberial be added to the Food Service substitute list as well. 

 
Custodial 

• Jonathan Hamill – pending background check. 
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2025-075     PERSONNEL (continued) 
 
 
6. The Athens City School District approves payment to the following teachers for conducting Kindergarten 
registration outside of their regular work hours for up to three hours at their individual hourly rate as approved 
by the building principal: 
 

• Julia Chamberlain 

• Cassie Goodwin 

• Mary Ann Kirby 

• Lesley Michigan 

• Abigail Miller 

• Stephanie Nisley 

• Cheryl Schroer 

• Heidi Shaw 

• Lindsey West 

• Sarah White 
 
 
Motion by: 
Second by: 
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
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2025-76     BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS 
 
 

A. APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL SEXUAL HEALTH OFFERINGS 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the creation of supplemental, small-group, sexual  
health offers for Athens Middle School, which includes additional curriculum for concise, trauma-informed 
instruction focuses on pregnancy/STI prevention through abstinence or condom use. This curriculum will only 
be provided with specific written parent consent. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS CURRICULUM 
 
The Athens City School District approves the adoption of the Healthy Relationships Curriculum to be used in 
identified classrooms for targeted needs.  
 
 

C. APPROVAL OF PAPER TESTING FOR 3RD GRADE READING 
The Athens City School District opts to participate in paper testing for the third grade reading test for the 2025-
2026 school year. 
 
 

D. APPROVAL OF OUT OF STATE AND/OR OVERNIGHT TRIPS FOR THE 2024-2025     
                       SCHOOL YEAR  
 
  
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the out of state and/or overnight trips for the 
following group(s): 
 
Athens High School qualifying swimmers stayed overnight in Canton, Ohio on January 17, 2025. Additionally, 
qualifying swimmers will be staying overnight in Canton, Ohio February 20 – 22, 2025. 
 
 

E.            APPROVAL OF INVOICES 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves payment to be made on several invoices totaling 
$1,875.33 extending from April 20, 2017 – July 2, 2021. 
                  
 
       F.            APPROVAL OF VIOLIN DONATIONS 
 

 
           The Athens City School District accepts the donation of two violins from Brenda Johnson. 
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2025-76    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS (continued) 
 
 
       G.            APPROVAL OF DISTRICT CALENDAR FOR SCHOOL YEARS 2026-2027 
 
 
The Athens City School District approves the district calendar for the 2026-2027 school year as submitted. 
 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
 
  
 

2025-077   RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL OF ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREEMENT  
 

  
            Whereas the Athens City School District recognizes the prior approval and adoption of the proposed Enterprise 

Zone Agreement between the Athens County Commissioners and Lostro Ventures, LLC for a 100% tax 
exemption for real property improvements made to 63 Court Street in Athens, Ohio (A 027050001400) 
commencing in Tax Year 2026/Calendar Year 2027 for a term of ten (10) years. 
 
The Athens City School District now resolves to waive the retail facilities exclusion per Ohio Revised Code 
5709.04 for the Lostro LLC Enterprise Zone Agreement with the Board of the Athens County Commissioners 
for the duration of term outlined in the original enterprise zone agreement. 
 
 
Motion by: 
Second by: 
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
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2025-078       RESOLUTION ADOPTING CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP IN OHSAA 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE OHIO HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION FOR THE 2025-2026 
SCHOOL YEAR WHEREAS, Athens City School District, District IRN number 043521 of 21 BIRGE DRIVE, 
Chauncey, Athens County, Ohio has satisfied all the requirements for membership in the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association, a voluntary unincorporated association not for profit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education/Governing Board (“Board”) and its Administration desire 
for the schools with one or more grades at the 7-12 grade level under their jurisdiction to be 
voluntary members of the OHSAA; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION/GOVERNING 
BOARD that all schools listed on the reverse side of this card do hereby voluntarily renew 
membership in the OHSAA and that in doing so, the Constitution, Bylaws, General/Sport-specific Regulations 
and Business Rules of the OHSAA are hereby adopted by this Board as and for its own minimum 
requirements as it pertains to, but not limited to, student-eligibility, coaching requirements, and 
administrative responsibility. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Board reserves the right to raise 
the minimum standards as it deems appropriate for the schools and students under its jurisdiction; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the schools under this Board’s jurisdiction agree to conduct their  
athletics programs in accordance with the Constitution, Bylaws, General/Sport-specific Regulations,  
Business Rules, interpretations and decisions of the OHSAA and cooperate fully and timely with the 
Executive Director’s office of the OHSAA in all matters related to the interscholastic athletic 
programs of the schools. Furthermore, the schools under this Board’s jurisdiction shall be the 
primary enforcers of the OHSAA Constitution, Bylaws, General/Sport-specific Regulations, Business  
Rules and the interpretations and rulings rendered by the Executive Director’s office. The administrative  
heads of these schools understand that failure to discharge the duty of primary enforcement may result in 
fines, removal from tournaments, suspension from membership and/or other such penalties as 
prescribed in Bylaw 11. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 9-12, MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADES 7-8  
Athens High School and Athens Middle School 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the resolution authorizing participation 
in the Ohio High School Athletic Association as submitted. 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
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2025-079       APPROVING THE COMBINED PROGRAM OF REQUIREMENTS AND SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
PHASE SUBMISSION, THE CORRESPONDING COST ESTIMATE, AND THE LFI MOU FOR THE NEW 
HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the combined Program of Requirements (“POR”) and 
Schematic Design (“SD”) Phase submission prepared by Schorr Architects (the “A/E”) for the New High School 
Project (the “Project”), the corresponding cost estimates prepared by Ruscilli Construction (the “CMR”), and 
the Locally Funded Initiative (“LFI”) Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”). 
Background: 

1. The Athens City School District is constructing the Project in cooperation with the Ohio Facilities 
Construction Commission (“OFCC”), which will be co-funded through the OFCC’s Classroom Facilities 
Assistance Program (“CFAP”). 

2. As part of the design process for the Project, the A/E prepared combined POR/SD phase submittal 
documents.  Based on the POR/SD submittals, the CMR prepared a preliminary estimate of 
construction costs; the submittal documents and cost estimates have been reviewed by the District and 
OFCC representatives and are consistent with the District’s goals for this phase of the Project.  
 

3. The OFCC is also preparing a corresponding LFI MOU for the POR/SD phase submittal to document 
the portions of the Project that are outside the scope of the improvements included in the Master 
Facilities Plan prepared by OFCC for the overall project and will be funded entirely by the District with 
local funds. The estimated cost of the LFI MOU is $29,792,951.00 (“LFI MOU Budget”).  

4. The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the final POR/SD phase submittals and the 
corresponding cost estimate, and authorize the A/E and CMR to continue with the preparation of the 
Design Development stage services for the Project. 

5. The Superintendent further recommends the Board authorize the Superintendent to negotiate and 
execute the LFI MOU, an amount not-to-exceed the LFI MOU Budget.   

 
The Board of Education resolves as follows: 

1. The Board approves the final POR/SD phase submittals for the Project, the corresponding cost 
estimate, and authorizes District administrators to execute any necessary documentation related to the 
approval of the POR/SD phase submittals and cost estimate.   

2. The Board authorizes the A/E and CMR to continue the preparation of the Design Development stage 
documents for the Project. 

3. The Board authorizes the Superintendent to negotiate and execute the LFI MOU, an amount not-to-
exceed the LFI MOU Budget. 

 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
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2025-080 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND (USAS 070) FOR THE 
 PURPOSE OF ACCUMULATING RESOURCES FOR THE ACQUISITION, 
 CONSTRUCTION, OR IMPROVEMENT OF FIXED ASSETS, 
 AUTHORIZING INITIAL TRANSFERS THERETO, AND CREDITING 
 
INTEREST EARNINGS THEREON 
 
(Ohio Revised Code Sections 5705.13(C), 3318.12(B)(2) and 3315.01) 
WHEREAS, the School District has participated in several projects with the Ohio Facilities 
Construction Commission (OFCC) and has interest earnings remaining from its first project; 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.13(C), the board of education of a 
school district may establish a capital projects fund for the purpose of accumulating resources for the 
acquisition, construction, or improvement of fixed assets of the school district; 
WHEREAS, the Board desires to establish and maintain a capital projects fund for the purpose of 
accumulating resources for the acquisition, construction, and/or improvement of fixed assets necessary to 
meet the future capital needs of the School District as set forth hereinbelow; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Athens City School 
District, Athens County, Ohio, that: 
 
Section 1. The Board hereby establishes a capital projects fund (the “Capital Projects 
Fund”) (USAS 070) to be used for the purpose of accumulating resources for the acquisition, 
construction, and/or improvement of fixed assets (within the meaning of Ohio Revised Code Section 
5705.13(C)) necessary to meet the future capital needs of the School District. The fixed assets that the 
Board intends to acquire, construct, and/or improve with the money to be accumulated in the Capital 
Projects Fund includes, but is not limited to, locally funded initiatives in connection with its current 
OFCC project (the “Project”). 
 
Section 2. The Capital Projects Fund shall be funded over a maximum period of ten (10) 
years by: (1) transfers of District funds for the Project; (2) donations previously received by the District 
for the Project or from other donations from outside the School District for the Project; and (3) by 
transfers of other amounts from such funds and sources as the Board may determine from time to time, which 
transfers by separate resolutions of the Board shall determine the amount of money to be 
accumulated for the aforementioned purposes. The Board hereby authorizes the approximate initial 
transfers to the Capital Projects Fund as follows for the acquisition, construction, and/or improvement of the 
fixed assets described herein: 
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2025-080 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND (USAS 070) FOR THE 
 PURPOSE OF ACCUMULATING RESOURCES FOR THE ACQUISITION, 
 CONSTRUCTION, OR IMPROVEMENT OF FIXED ASSETS, 
 AUTHORIZING INITIAL TRANSFERS THERETO, AND CREDITING (continued) 
 
 
 
010-0000 $1,483,392 (representing interest earnings on the first OFCC project) 
 
018-9200 $710,036 
003-0000 $2,000,000 
001-0000 $7,270,560 
 
Section 3. If the School District has not entered into a contract for the acquisition, 
construction, or improvement of fixed assets relating to the Capital Projects Fund during a period of ten 
(10) years after the date of this Resolution, then the Treasurer shall return such monies to the fund or 
funds from which they originated or to the fund that originally was intended to receive such monies. 
 
Section 4. Interest earned on investment of the principal of the moneys in the Capital 
Projects Fund shall be credited to the General Fund (USAS 001). 
 
Section 5. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning 
and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Board, and that all 
deliberations of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in 
meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, including Ohio Revised Code 
Section 121.22. 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
Discussion:  
 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm  
Dave Hayden  
Paul Grippa  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board President declared the Athens City School District Board of Education Regular Meeting 
of February 20, 2025 adjourned at _______ p.m. 
 
____________________________________           ___________________________________ 
Sean Parsons, Board President              Jared M. Bunting, Treasurer/CFO 
 
(No addendum after the Board Authorized Signatures is a valid account of the meeting.) 


