
Freshman
Course Selection



Today’s Agenda

• Stadium Counselors

• Credits & Graduation Requirements

• Mindful Course Selection

• Selecting Courses

• Questions

• Small Group Q & A w/Counselor



Stadium Counselors work hard to help students remain successful while at 

Stadium. We support our students with creating a 4-year plan, credit tracking, 

graduation prep, high school and beyond planning

Ms. Caldwell

9th Grade Counselor

Ms. Mickelson

A-E

Ms. Sneden

F-La

Ms. Schreiner

Le-Ri

Ms. Washington

Ro-Z

Stadium Counselors



•24 Total Credits (divided into specific categories)

•Washington State History

•Graduation Pathway 

•High School and Beyond Plan



Credits
What is a credit?

1 semester class with a passing grade (D or better) = 0.5 credit

Credit Requirements for Graduation

24.0 credits total* 

    6 classes per day   x   0.5 credit per class   =   3.0 credits per semester

3.0 credits per semester   x   2 semesters per year   =   6.0 credits per year

6.0 credits per year   x   4 years of high school   =   24.0 credits!

No room for any failed classes!

*specific graduation credit requirement totals by subject



4-Year Planning

All waivers and 

athletic credit is 

processed 2nd 

semester of Senior 

year!

Graduation Requirements

Course History- StudentVUE

Green- Completed

Orange- In progress

Gray- Needed



4-Year Planning 

Credits that may already be on your 

high school transcript:
• World Language

• Algebra

• Geometry

• Human Geography

*PE Waivers/Athletic Credit -

all taken care of during senior year

English

Math

Biology

Elective

Elective

Biology

English

Math

Biology

Biology

Health

Elective

English

Math

Science

US History

Elective

Elective

English

Math

Science

US History

Elective

Elective

English

Civics/CWP

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

English

Civics/CWP

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

*Math and/or science class is recommended during Senior year. 

Those credits will fall into “elective” category.

English

Math

Chemistry

World History/Ethnic Studies

Elective

Elective

English

Math

Chemistry

Elective

Elective

World History/Ethnic Studies



Mindful Course Selection
Course Selection Resources

Stadium High School (tacomaschools.org)

• Scheduling Hub

• Course Catalog

Use template as a planning tool

Things to consider:

Stadium will have over 1700 students. 

Don’t try to plan classes with friends.

Plan for no schedule changes in the fall

Requests are not guarantees. Alternates 

matter!

Our Master Schedule is request driven-

your requests dictate how many sections of 

classes we offer!

Use the Course Catalog to explore classes.

The more thorough your course requests 

are, the better your schedule will be

Reminders for Selecting Courses:
• Select courses for 1st AND 2nd semester (A&B)

• Select appropriate level of  course

• Use Graduation Summary information to help guide your selections

https://stadium.tacomaschools.org/


Mindful Course Selection- Math

Math Selection
What math class should I take?

The number 1 predictor for being successful in high school math is a solid foundation in Algebra 1.

Things to ask yourself when selecting math:

• Can you solve for x?  Can you calculate slope?  Do you know what a linear, exponential, quadratic function is?

• Are you confident that you will be able to USE all the Algebra you have learned?

• Please make sure you have solid Algebra 1 skills and are ready for Algebra 2 as a 10th grader.

 

Strong Algebra 1 foundation. Confident with above concepts

Completed Geometry. Strong Algebra 1 foundation. Confident with above concepts

Needs to strengthen Algebra 1 skills and concepts It is OK to retake Algebra 1



• For Students interested 
in career opportunities 
in health care

• Biology, English and 
Health experience 
curriculum with an 
emphasis on science 
and current healthcare 
technology

• Second semester of 
Health class Healthcare 
Career exploration

Why should YOU 
participate??
• Field Trips!!
• Extra Lab Experiments
• Assistance with 

internship placement 
Junior/Senior Year

• And MORE!

• Choose HCA on your 

Course Selection 
ONLINE



Career Choices
A Semester-Long Class Geared Towards Freshman

What is Career Choices?
• Career Choices class helps students learn about different career options, discover their 

interests and strengths, and gain skills to plan their future paths.
Why should you sign up for this class? 
• Builds Confidence: Helps you discover what you're passionate about and what you're good 

at, giving you more confidence in making future decisions.
• Clarifies Your Path: By learning about different careers, you’ll have a better idea of what kind 

of jobs might be a good fit for you.
• Informs Your High School Choices: Understanding your interests and career goals helps 

you choose the right high school classes, electives, and extracurricular activities.
• Prepares You for Life After High School: Exploring careers helps you start thinking about 

your future—whether that’s college, trade school, or entering the workforce.
• Opens Doors to Opportunities: You'll be able to connect with professionals, learn from 

their experiences, and start building a network for your future career.
Sign up today! 



9th Grade Core Classes

No Social Studies during 9th grade

10th Grade: Social Studies

11th Grade: US History

12th Grade: Civics & Contemporary World Problems



9th Grade Course Elective
o Select six (6) more semester courses. Create a year-long course by selecting both semesters (1A & 1B). 

o You must take 1A before registering for 1B.

o Please understand that these are course requests only. Select alternate courses as space in classes is limited. 

Semester Elective (1A) Semester Elective (1A)

Year-long Elective (1A and 1B)



Selecting Courses
Use StudentVUE Course Request Tab to submit Course Requests

Use Course Offerings sheet to type in correct course names. 

2 3

4



9th Grade Courses
Required Core Classes
English 9

Biology

Allied Health or Healthcare Careers

Math (select 1)

Algebra 1

Geometry

Algebra 2

*American Sign Language- year 1

*AVID

*Video Production 1

*Business & Marketing

*Cadet Band

Career Choices 

Creative Writing

*Engineer and Design 1

*French- year 1

*French- year 2

PE 1

Glass Art 1

Graphic Design 1

Guitar 1

*Illustration 1

*Korean-year 1

*Microsoft IT Academy

*Mixed Chorus

*Navy JROTC

*Orchestra 1

Printmaking 1

*ProStart Culinary Arts 1

Racquet Sports

*Spanish- year 1

*Spanish- year 2

Swimming

Team Sports

Tech Theater Design

Tech Tools

Weightlifting

*Wood Technology 1

Yoga

Elective Courses

*Class is full year 

elective

Most other electives 

can be year-long or 

semester



QUESTIONS?
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