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JACKSO N PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Minutes 

Organizational/Regular Meeting 
January 21, 2025 

 
 

 
 

The Board of Education of the Jackson Public Schools held its Organizational/Regular Meeting at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at Jackson High School, 544 Wildwood Ave., pursuant to notice duly given. 
 
Present: Marilyn Acton, Shalanda Hunt, Derek Dobies, Kesha Hamilton, Alaina Sharp, Subba Redday, Cheryl 

Simonetti 
 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion by C. Simonetti, supported by D. Dobies, to remove item 24-25-44 Superintendent Evaluation 
Schedule from the agenda and bring back at the end of the calendar year. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by M. Acton, supported by S. Hunt, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 

Organizational Meeting 
 

24-25-36 Election of Officers  
 

M. Acton nominated S. Hunt for President, supported by A. Sharp. Motion carried 6-1 (no-Hamilton). 
 
Motion by S. Hunt, supported by S. Reddy, to nominate D. Dobies for Vice President, C. Simonetti for 
Secretary and M. Acton for Treasurer. Motion carried 6-1 (no-Hamilton). 
 
The officers recited their oath of office. 

 

24-25-37 Organizational Resolutions 

A. Schedule of Regular Board Meeting Dates: That the meeting dates for the 2025 calendar year shall 
be as follows: January 21, February 18, March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17, July 22, August 19, 
September 16, October 21, November 18 and December 16.  The regular meetings will begin at 
6:00 pm unless posted otherwise. 

 
B. Legal Advertisements: That mLive Media Group and The Jackson Blazer will be used for the 

purpose of legal advertisements as may be required by law.   

 
C. Name of each Committee and Charge: 

• Jackson County School Board Association 

• Jackson Parks and Recreation Board 

• Board Committees:  Finance/Facilities, Policy, District Improvement 

 
 Members interested in participating on the committees should email President Hunt. 

  
D. Approval of Organizational Memberships: Michigan Association of School Boards, Greater Jackson 

Chamber of Commerce, Jackson Lunch Rotary Corporate, and Jackson County NAACP. 

 
E. Delegation of Election Duties: Secretary of the Board of Education delegates the election duties to 

the Superintendent/designee of Jackson Public Schools.  
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F.   Approval of Annual Retainer Contracts: Resolved, that Brendon Beer, Abbott, Thompson, Mauldin, 
Parker & Beer, PLC shall continue as legal counsel for the Board during the 2025 calendar year, 
provided that the Board may employ other legal counsel to handle matters as deemed appropriate 
by the Board. 

Motion by D. Dobies, supported by C. Simonetti, to approve the Organizational Resolutions as 
presented. Motion carried 6-1 (no-Hamilton). 

 

24-25-38 Financial Resolutions 
 

Motion by D. Dobies, supported by S. Hunt, to approve the following depository institutions: Comerica 
Bank, County National Bank, Huntington Bank, True Community Credit Union, Baker Tilly, MiClass, 
Southern MI Bank and Trust and PFM. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

24-25-39  Adoption of Legal Reference Note 
 

Motion by M. Acton, supported by S. Hunt, to adopt the Legal Reference Note as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 

School Board Member Appreciation Month - The Superintendent thanked the Board for their ongoing 
service to the district. The district has purchased books for each school to add to their media centers. 
 
Elementary Curriculum / Federal Programs Update – an update was given by Assistant Superintendent  
Julie Baker. 
 
Secondary Curriculum Update – an update was given by Assistant Superintendent Jeremy Patterson. 
 
DEI/Curriculum Update – an update was given by Director Kelly Crum. 
 
Communications/Community Relations Update – an update was given by Assistant Superintendent Kriss 
Giannetti. 
 
The Superintendent also provided an update on the budget shortfall (approximately $4 million). Will be 
looking for direction from the Board in the coming weeks. 

 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

The consent agenda consisted of the following items: 
 

● 24-25-40 Minutes 
● 24-25-41 Human Resources 
● 24-25-42 Monthly Financial Report, December 
● 24-25-43 Bond Financial Report, December 

 
Motion by M. Acton, supported by D. Dobies, to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_MCwd6toof5OC2Lk-R7RnyLFwr8Jz-jut8kBz0ZM7vY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1quOwNcLvJE5pMc6B_97HnhF86v3tnciRXHp7H7ezN_4/edit?usp=sharing
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Board Comments 
 

The Board members were given an opportunity to provide comments. 
 
 

Calendar 
 

• February 18, 2025 – Regular Meeting, JHS Media Center, 6:00 pm 

• March 7, 2025 – JHS Ambassador Auction, more details to follow 
 
 
Adjournment 
 

Motion by M. Acton, supported by A. Sharp, to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 pm. Motion carried  
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
        Cheryl Simonetti, Secretary 


