MINUTES

TCA North Elementary PTO General Meeting

Friday February 7, 2025 8:45 AM, Cafeteria.

BOARD MEMBERS
President, Elizabeth Hince = Member At Large, Cassie Meier
Vice President, Jenna Kester = Member At Large, Taylor Hart

Treasurer, Evelyn Whitehorn
Secretary, Coral Laski

Member At Large, Angela Beech

BUSINESS

Time

Item

Speaker

8:45

Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance

Elizabeth Hince

8:50

Principal’'s Report

Jody highlighted the recent 5th and 6th-grade talent show, expressing how
impressed she was with the students’ performances. She emphasized the value of
honing one's passions and sharing them with others, noting that even students who
may not be academically strong had the opportunity to shine. The event showcased
the importance of developing the whole child and allowing each student to
demonstrate their unique talents.

She announced that the library would likely remain closed for the rest of the school
year, with Mrs. White now sharing office space with the counselor. She joked about
how it has led to some fun therapy-related humor among staff.

Jody praised the staff for their dedication, particularly in times of unexpected
challenges. She noted that while it's natural to want to jump in and help, there is
often an adjustment period when reality sets in. Despite this, Mrs. White has
remained strong, maintaining a sense of teamwork and a positive culture.

She shared that students have internalized her encouragement, writing back to her
the phrase she often tells them: “You can do hard things.” She emphasized that
challenges are met with perseverance and a glad heart, making these moments
worthy of celebration.

Parent-Teacher Conferences for grades K-6 are scheduled for February 28, with
sign-up sheets to be sent out soon. February 27 will be a regular school day for
kindergarten students due to the internal audit that revealed discrepancies in our
calendar to be compliant with state requirements. The next school assembly will be
held on March 7, featuring a representative from the Ronald McDonald House, and
the Service Run initiative will be introduced.

Jody shared a touching story about the Titan Buddies program, highlighting a
second grader with a deployed parent. His 5th-grade buddy from last year has
continued to mentor him, providing a consistent source of support.

She also expressed gratitude to the 1st and 2nd-grade parents for providing a staff
lunch happening this afternoon!

Jody Peterson

9:15

Guest Speaker
Tessa, the Head of Security at TCA, provided an overview of the school’s safety
protocols and initiatives. She opened with humor, referencing how as kids, many of
us were taught "stop, drop, and roll" but never actually encountered being on fire.
However, she emphasized that safety is taken very seriously at TCA, which is why
regular drills are conducted to prepare both teachers and students.

Tessa Greier




Key security measures include locked doors, an actively monitored camera system,
and background checks for all personnel. She reminded parents about safe carpool
procedures, encouraging them to use crosswalks, follow traffic rules, and listen to
crossing guards.

She acknowledged that security officers can sometimes seem intimidating to
students, so they make a point to interact with them during lunch and recess to build
familiarity and trust. She raised awareness about concerning trends, including cases
of middle and high school students being targeted for blackmail via online scams,
where they are pressured to send photos or make payments. She urged parents to
have open conversations with their children about online safety. Additionally, she
noted that nitrous oxide canisters, commonly used recreationally to get high, are
easily accessible to kids. Vaping remains a concern, with students using not just
tobacco but other substances as well.

The TCA security team includes three officers at North, one at Central, and one at
East. They rotate among campuses to maintain continuity and ensure safety across
all locations. Tessa emphasized that while TCA is not a public school, its emphasis
on the Titans Creed positively influences student behavior. She reassured parents
that their children are in a safe environment and encouraged open communication if
any concerns arise.

During the Q&A session, a parent asked how to address situations where a child
observes a pattern of concerning behavior. Jody encouraged parents to teach their
children to take advantage of available resources and report concerns as early as
possible. She emphasized that empowering students to speak up plays a vital role in
maintaining the school’s culture. For anonymous reporting, Safe2Tell is available.

9:25 | Business
1. Treasurer’s Report Evelyn Whitehorn
a. Recent expenses include approximately $1,000 spent on potholders and
pizza in December and $500 on staff lunches. The school has alternated
between parent-provided and catered lunches this year.
b. Additional funds came from Taekwondo and the King Soopers program.
c. Yearbooks are now available for purchase, with dedication submissions due
by March 17. Any submissions received after 1 AM on March 18 will not be
accepted. Flyers with more details will be distributed soon. Coral Laski
2. Secretary Minutes
a. Motion to Approve: Brent Myer
b. Second: Elizabeth Meyer
c. Status: Approved
9:35 | Committee Reports — Transition Elizabeth Hince

1. Citizenship Committee + PTO Support
a. The annual Fun Run is coming up. The committee also extended thanks to
volunteers who helped with the talent show.
2. Gratitude Committee (Jenna Kester & Taylor Hart)
a. Parents of 1st/2nd graders stepped up early and filled all lunch needs.
Reassured parents that if anyone needs to cancel, notify the committee
ASAP so backup plans can be made.
3. Room Parents (Cassie Meier)
a. Provided Room Parent Resource Guides. Cassie reminded room parents to
forward important emails.
4. FUNdraising Committee (Lyndze Daly)
a. The AirCity360 fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, April 18 in the afternoon.
Parents should complete waivers online in advance to avoid long lines.
5. Upcoming PTO Board Openings
a. Four PTO Board positions are open for the next school year: President,
Treasurer, and 2 Member-at-Large roles.
b. Drop off staff snacks between March 17-21. We'll check donations daily!




[ 945

Raffle for $20 Target gift card and chocolate
Winner: Brent Myer
Adjournment

Cassie Meier

Elizabeth Hince




