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College Tracking Reports 
College Enrollment Data Inform Us Even after High School Graduation 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 

As a high school principal in the 1990s, I was often asked by the PTA to follow up on 
student success after high school graduation. How many enrolled in college and, more 
importantly, how many earned degrees? We tried postcard surveys, but never received 
answers from more than 25% of a graduation class. Simply put, without the technolo-
gy of a modern data warehouse, neither the district nor the PTA could secure answers. 
But those answers were key to informing a vital instruction data point—how effective 
is the educational program in preparing students for life after high school? 
 

Thanks to the National Student Clearinghouse, Nassau BOCES has been compiling 
data for each participating school district for the past twenty years, allowing districts 
to find answers to that question. Our answers for college success are quite clear, but 
due to the nature of career data for students who do not attend college, there is no cur-
rent follow-up for students who did not enroll in a post secondary education program. 
Also, as explained below, we are still awaiting enrollment data for the Class of 2023. 
 

The next few pages summarize the six college tracking reports currently available. 
(Not noted are two additional reports that are currently unavailable due to a delay in 
NYSED completing a current contract with the National Student Clearinghouse.)  The 
reports and their output are shown below in alphabetical order with appropriate anno-
tation. As with other Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) reports we encourage dis-
tricts to compare each year’s result to previous years and to the county benchmark. 
However, until the NYSED contract is finalized, the warehouse does not have data for 
2023 graduates. 
  
“College Enrollment and Diploma Type” reports each graduation class’s enrollment 
results  and offers tabs to see college enrollment for the district and the region. A chart 
and table are given, and a separate tab allows disaggregating by diploma type. 
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The “Colleges with Highest Enroll-
ment Over Time” report allows the 
user to choose a period of years to show 
the initial college enrollment for those 
years. Choose the 10 most frequently 
attended colleges or more if desired. 
Disaggregation by subgroups is availa-
ble. Clicking on the blue numbers re-
veals student names and clicking fur-
ther on the “Drill Through” shows de-
gree status for each student. 
 
The “Four Year College Degree At-
tainment for Multiple Years” shows 
the percentage of students earning 4-
year degrees compared to the Nassau 
region over the chosen time period. The 
chart disaggregates each year by stu-
dents earning degrees over 4, 5, 6, and 7 
or more years. Note that over the 10 
year period chosen, both this district and 
the region increased the percentage of 
students earning 4-year degrees. 

 
 

This report can also be run as a single 
year report to see greater detail as 
shown here. By hovering over any col-
ored area, additional information ap-
pears. Note that in 2016 only 30% of stu-
dents in this district failed to earn a de-
gree, while the Nassau County region 
had 42%. (Red arrows) 
 
 

The table at the bottom gives the number 
of students and the percentage of stu-
dents who earned a four year degree 
within the time period. The district may 
also choose to disaggregate its own data 
by the traditional NCLB/ESSA sub-
groups for both the single and multiple 
year reports. The purpose is to ensure 
that successes in degree attainment is 
shared by all the constituent subgroups 
of the district. 
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This fascinating two part dashboard re-
veals exactly where students are enrolling. 
As presented in the IDW, the map is to the 
left and the chart to the right. In the verti-
cal Newsletter layout shown, the map first 
indicates the years covered and uses a 
color gradation scheme to show where 
students are enrolling. The dark blue at 
the extreme right of the indicator is also  
labeled “470” meaning that 470 students 
are enrolled in New York State which is 
also dark blue. 
 
If the user hovers over a state (California), 
the state is outlined and the number en-
rolling  over the selected period of years is 
shown in the box. The color is light blue 
indicating a very small enrollment. States 
in gray have no enrollment. States sur-
rounding New York are shown in slightly 
darker blue indicating that more students 
are enrolling in those states. (See Pennsyl-
vania) 
 
The in-state out-of-state chart to the left 
shows the number of students enrolled by 
category and by year. 
 
Both in-state and out-of-state enrollments 
are divided into public and private institu-
tions. The chart clearly shows any chang-
ing trends from year to year (a larger 
number of years can be chosen if desired). 
 
Note as well, at the very top of this two-
part chart, there are tabs to select only one 
or more of the NCLB/ESSA subgroups 
which can be analyzed in isolation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

College Enrollment Map Dashboard 
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What’s 
New in 

the IDW? 

 
 
 

• Don’t forget to view the full suite of IDW Reports for third party ex-

aminations 

• Remember too that the IDW can provide current teachers with de-

tailed score information on previous tests in our rerostered reports 
for teachers. To do so, however, districts must upload their current 
data to BOCES. 

 

 

This last report details where the five most commonly attended colleges for your school district are located. 
There is a separate listing for public and private schools, and the five most popular states are shown. Students 
in this district are clearly choosing to stay close to home. All of the top five private colleges are in NY State, 
and only nearby Delaware is among the out-of-state public colleges. The final chart shows which states have 
attracted some students, and subgroup disaggregations are available. We trust these six views offer additional 
insights into your high school programs. 
 

 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance as well as virtual and in-district train-
ing for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter, or about other best data practices. To schedule 
a training session or ask any IDW-related questions, please call Stephanie Witt at (516) 608-6623, Fred Co-
hen at 516) 608-6640,Tammy Mazza at (516) 608-6633, or Dr. Wanda Toledo at (516) 608-6648.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Comparative graduation rate data are now available for the 2023 gradua-
tion classes. Check our new District Comparison Reports folder. 

 

• Don’t forget to check out our IDW training schedule and schedule a train-
ing opportunity for all staff members. 
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