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United States History  

Unit title Unit 8: The Cold War and Civil Rights  Unit duration (hours) 9 Hours 

Mastering Content and Skills through INQUIRY (Establishing the purpose of the Unit):  What will students learn? 

GA DoE  Standards 

SSUSH20 Analyze U.S. international and domestic policies including their influences on technological advancements and social changes during the Truman and 
Eisenhower administrations.  
a. Analyze the international policies and actions developed as a response to the Cold War including containment, the Marshall Plan, the Truman Doctrine, and the Korean 
War.  
b. Connect major domestic issues to their social effects including the G.I. Bill, Truman’s integration policies, McCarthyism, the National Interstate and 
Defense Highways Act, and Brown v. Board of Education. 
c. Examine the influence of Sputnik on U.S. technological innovations and education. 
SSUSH21 Analyze U.S. international and domestic policies including their influences on technological advancements and social changes during the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations a. Analyze the international policies and actions taken as a response to the Cold War including U.S. involvement in Cuba and the escalation of the war in 
Vietnam as a result of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.  
b. Connect major domestic issues to their social effects including the passage of civil rights legislation and Johnson’s Great Society, following the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy.  
c. Describe the impact of television on American culture including the presidential debates (Kennedy/Nixon, 1960), news coverage of the Civil Rights Movement, the moon 
landing, and the war in Vietnam.  
d. Investigate the growth, influence, and tactics of civil rights groups, Martin Luther King, Jr., the Letter from Birmingham Jail 
 

Information Processing Skills: 
3. identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions 
5. identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context 
8. identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose 
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17.interpret political cartoons 

Map and Globe Skills: 
11. compare maps with data sets (charts, tables, graphs) and /or readings to draw conclusions and make generalizations 
 

Literacy Standards (LS): 
L11-12RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 
L11-12RHSS4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text 
L11-12WHST1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content 
L11-12WHST2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including  the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes 

Essential Questions 

USH20 

What were the international policies and actions developed as a response to the Cold War?  

What was containment and the Truman doctrine? 

What was McCarthyism? 

How did the Cold War conflict lead to US involvement in the Korean War? 

Why did the Brown v. Board of Education decision increase racial conflict and lead to policy changes in the US? 

What were some of the major domestic issues that arose during the 1950s and their impact on American culture? 

USH21 

How does the rise of the Civil Rights Movement reflect the shifting beliefs and ideals of the United States? 

Why was the 1950s a time of expansion in consumer culture? 

Why did the Cuban Missile Crisis lead to US foreign policy changes? 
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What was Johnson’s Great Society? 

How did beliefs and ideals of the United States during the Cold War and Civil Rights Movement influence the nation's 

social, political, and economic decisions? 

On-Level Assessment Tasks  

List of common formative and summative assessments. 

Formative Assessment(s): 

Unit 8 Multiple Choice CFA 

Summative Assessment(s): 

Unit 8 Summative Assessment  
 
Unit 8 Review Assignment / Project Ongoing project aligned to the GSE 

Honors Assessment Tasks  

Formative Assessment(s): 

Unit 8 Multiple Choice CFA 

Summative Assessment(s): 

Unit 8 Summative Assessment  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Published: 2, 2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 
 

On-Level Learning Experiences 

Objective or Content  Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation 

All information included by PLC in the 
differentiation box is the responsibility and 
ownership of the local school to review and 

approve per Board Policy IKB. 

 

SSUSH21 Analyze U.S. international and 
domestic policies including their 
influences on technological 
advancements and social changes 
during the Kennedy and Johnson 
administration 

The JFK and Johnson Administrations Book Project 
 
 

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

USH20 and USH21 
(a focus on the people mentioned in 
standard) 

 HistoricalFigureFunkoPopAssignment-1 (2).pdf
 
 
 
 

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

SSUSH21  
b. Investigate the growth, influence, and 
tactics of civil rights groups, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., the Letter from 
Birmingham Jail 
 

 MLK letter from Birmingham Jail reading and discussion questions birmingham jail Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YFZ9_7LH2T3kW0Qp_Vko3aTnscQrPSqs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19R43hqLG-3l0aq1ae0sb48JEtS9PnvfIRES7uEJ4quc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pWGw9muR7fCzzVpYpLKh2Fo6AIzHWybE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106570620733578308277&rtpof=true&sd=true


 
 

 

Honors Learning Experiences 

Objective or Content  Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation 

All information included by PLC in the 
differentiation box is the responsibility and 
ownership of the local school to review and 

approve per Board Policy IKB. 

SSUSH20 Analyze U.S. international and 
domestic policies including their 
influences on technological 
advancements and social changes 
during the Truman and Eisenhower 
administrations. 
 

ACE Writing Activity  (Items that came the AP/APUSH website) 
 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x_D_KL4nRBE8k1rPIE7h35f4YDJj9phsNIUd207ev-I/ed
it?tab=t.g6ktobk6kz9y 
 
 

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

SSUSH21 Analyze U.S. international and 
domestic policies including their 
influences on technological 
advancements and social changes 
during the Kennedy and Johnson 
administration 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/lesson-plan/cold-war-across-time-1945%E
2%80%931990-jigsaw-expert-groups 
 
https://slideplayer.com/slide/15931730/ 
 
ACE Writing Activity (Items that came the AP/APUSH website) 
 
 
 
 

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

 Content Resources 

On-Level 

Unit 8 Study Guide and Readings 
 
 

Honors 
 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://edconfidence.weebly.com/u
ploads/1/0/5/3/105358899/kennedy_and_johnson_administration_11.1__1_.pdf 

Published: 2, 2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x_D_KL4nRBE8k1rPIE7h35f4YDJj9phsNIUd207ev-I/edit?tab=t.g6ktobk6kz9y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x_D_KL4nRBE8k1rPIE7h35f4YDJj9phsNIUd207ev-I/edit?tab=t.g6ktobk6kz9y
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/lesson-plan/cold-war-across-time-1945%E2%80%931990-jigsaw-expert-groups
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/lesson-plan/cold-war-across-time-1945%E2%80%931990-jigsaw-expert-groups
https://slideplayer.com/slide/15931730/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pWGw9muR7fCzzVpYpLKh2Fo6AIzHWybE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106570620733578308277&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://edconfidence.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/5/3/105358899/kennedy_and_johnson_administration_11.1__1_.pdf
https://edconfidence.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/5/3/105358899/kennedy_and_johnson_administration_11.1__1_.pdf


 
Support Resources: 
DOE US History Inspire Site 
US History Milestone Study Guide 
DoE US History Milestone Achievement Level Descriptors for Parents 
US History Student Notes/Text 
Discovery Education Experience (searchable by subject- login required: student Google Email) 
 
 

 
 
 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://edconfidence.weebly.com/u
ploads/1/0/5/3/105358899/the_cold_war_10.2__1_.pdf 
 
 
 
 

 

Published: 2, 2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://inspire.gadoe.org/
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/12385fd1-91e6-410b-b411-1886d61ac50d/1/GM_USHist_StudyGuide.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_for_Parents-US_History.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZwbXPl4QmmUPm3QxFL1ysh6NsnxnNwymYCSRigxCMlk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth/oauthchooseaccount?response_type=code&client_id=642688597753.apps.googleusercontent.com&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fgoogle.discoveryeducation.com%2Foauth2%2Fauthorized&scope=openid%20email%20profile&state=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiIsImtpZCI6IjIifQ.eyJleHAiOjE2OTI2ODAzOTksImlhdCI6MTY5MjYzNzI5NiwibmJmIjoxNjkyNjM3Mjk2LCJpc3MiOiJvYXV0aDJfY2xpZW50LnNpZ25pbiIsImF1ZCI6Im9hdXRoMl9jbGllbnQuYXV0aG9yaXplZCIsInYiOjIsImJjdiI6MSwidHlwIjowLCJzZXNzaW9uX2lkZW50IjoiU0VGMEI5NkYwMTFGQTQ4N0JCNjZBMTQwNjU5MDQzREU3MEY3Njg0NDBBNEUyODM1RkEwREIzMDlFQzdGOERDOTEiLCJ1ZyI6bnVsbCwic3VidG9rIjoiYmVSdmVoQnMiLCJkYXRhIjp7Im5leHQiOiJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZS5kaXNjb3ZlcnllZHVjYXRpb24uY29tIiwib2F1dGgyX3R5cGUiOiJnb29nbGUiLCJzc29fZG9udF9hc2tfYWdhaW4iOjB9fQ.QcsCB-VBVgjhvBbRPipOsQflyPznnREAvJZoFBk0vG77ba7yasLHX9J5CwdYq-kA0dlbDTj5zLT_s5JXxXOWAQ&prompt=select_account&nonce=qXG6uMtdJDMckyVQDEuV&service=lso&o2v=1&flowName=GeneralOAuthFlow
https://edconfidence.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/5/3/105358899/the_cold_war_10.2__1_.pdf
https://edconfidence.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/5/3/105358899/the_cold_war_10.2__1_.pdf

