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Message from Superintendent  
Dr. Fred Rundle

Meet The MISD School Board

Graphic: Kristina Getty  
MIHS Instructional Tech Coach

Dear Mercer Island Community,

I want to take a moment to express my gratitude for your continued support 
and partnership. As we reflect on the past calendar year, I am extremely proud 
of the accomplishments our students and staff have achieved. Our students have 
been recognized both inside and outside the classroom for their efforts at local, state, 
national, and even global levels.

Their voices resonate strongly as they contribute to their communities through advocacy and 
awareness. Additionally, I am heartened by our collective commitment to fostering a deeper sense 
of belonging within our schools. We are dedicated to uplifting our students by instilling a belief in 
their limitless potential and actively seeking to remove any barriers that hinder their progress.

Looking ahead to 2025, we aim to partner with our community to invest in school infrastructures, 
explore creative financial solutions to address state and federal funding challenges, and expand 
opportunities for every student.

Thank you for being an integral part of our journey. Together, we can achieve great things for 
our students and our community.

Warm regards,

Dr. Fred Rundle, Superintendent

Lucy Dorer  
Class of 2026

Ava Zhang  
Class of 2025

Engaged Intellectually.  
Connected Socially.  
Distracted Minimally.
 
Expressed in our values, vision, and mission, MISD is 
committed to fostering whole-child learning by:

•	Engaging students in thinking critically and solving 
problems creatively;

•	Providing rigorous and challenging opportunities  
for students;

•	Creating inclusive and equitable learning settings; and
•	Ensuring our schools are safe and supportive.

To foster the vibrant learning environments we desire and 
promote healthy social and emotional development, MISD 
restricted access to personal cell phones, smart watches, and 
ear buds during the school day at Islander Middle School 
and Mercer Island High School. It is already a practice in our 
elementary schools that cell phones and smart watches are 
not allowed.

This new MI Phone-Free Schools policy has been 
implemented using Yondr pouches. Each student uses a 
Yondr pouch to safely and securely store their cell phones, 
smartwatches, AirPods/Earbuds, and any other personal 
cell devices. Prior to putting devices 
in their Yondr pouch students turn 
their cell phones off or put them in 
Do Not Disturb mode. Students keep 
their Yondr pouch with them during 
the course of the school day and are 
able to unlock the pouch at designated unlocking stations 
when leaving school for the day. The pouches lock using 
a mechanism similar to anti-theft tags found on items in 
clothing, sporting goods, and other stores.

Admittedly, students have not strictly adhered to using the 
Yondr Pouches as designed, but this was never the goal in 
the first place. The success is the nearly universal compliance 
with the expectation that students not access their cell 
phones and other devices during the school day. 

“Taking away and focusing on phones was never 
the primary objective. The goal has been to 
improve student engagement in the classroom, 
create opportunities for greater social 
connection, and improve the overall culture in 
our schools. The phones just happened to be 
the barrier to these hopes for our students.”  

–Superintendent Dr. Fred Rundle

This new policy has contributed to healthier relationships 
among students and improved learning environments in IMS 
and MIHS classrooms. 

MIHS principal Nick Wold recently had a thoughtful 
conversation with a student about the new policy who 
recognized the importance of MI Phone-Free Schools.  

“I am in total support of the new phone policy.  
I recognize now that even the buzz in my 
pocket was a subtle distraction and made me 
think about what I was missing while trying to 
learn in my class.” 

–MIHS student

“The Yondr pouches have been a gift to my 
classroom. Where in previous years, phones 
were the number one classroom distraction, 
this year, phones have been a complete 
non-issue. I am grateful for my students’ 
willingness to create a phone-free learning 
environment, and notice how much more they 
are interacting in class and in the hallways. I 
encourage my students “wherever you are, be 
there fully,” and our district’s commitment to 
phone-free schools makes this possible.” 

–IMS Language Arts teacher Whitney Swope.

MISD Goes Phone-Free in 2024

Community members who want to learn more about  
MI Phone-Free Schools can visit  

www.mercerislandschools.org/cellphone

Student Representatives to the Board
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The Mercer Island School District does 
not discriminate in any programs or 
activities on the basis of sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, 
marital status, disability, or the use of a 
trained dog guide or service animal, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups.

Nondiscrimination Notification
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) Coordinator: 
Erin Battersby, Executive Director  
206-230-6227 erin.battersby@mercerislandschools.org

Title IX Compliance Coordinator: 
Erin Battersby, Executive Director  
206-230-6227 erin.battersby@mercerislandschools.org

Section 504 & ADA Coordinator: 
Melissa Robertson, Special Services Director  
206-236-3326 melissa.robertson@mercerislandschools.org

Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator: 
Erin Battersby, Executive Director  
206-230-6227 erin.battersby@mercerislandschools.org

Building, Maintaining, & Preserving Community Assets

Mary Wayte Pool
A Vital Community Space for Mercer Island

The Mary Wayte Pool is more than just a place to swim—it’s 
a symbol of community pride and partnership on Mercer 
Island. From the athletes who train there to the families who 
gather for lessons, recreation, and fitness, the pool touches 
the lives of all ages. Backed by a $2 million investment 
by Mercer Island School District through the community 
approved Capital and Technology Levy and a $2 million 
King County grant, Mary Wayte will receive its largest 
single investment since it opened in 1972. This capital 
renovation project will ensure Mary Wayte Pool can serve the 
community for another decade.

A Legacy of Excellence

Nestled just steps from Mercer Island High School (MIHS), 
the Mary Wayte Pool has been instrumental in shaping 
the success of MIHS’s swim and dive teams this fall. The 
girls’ team clinched their third consecutive 3A State 
Championship, while the boys’ team dominated the state 
scene with three consecutive titles, interrupted one year due 
to Covid, from 2020 to 2023. These achievements highlight 
the critical role the pool plays in fostering athletic talent and 
school spirit.

Rich History and Community Connection

Built in 1972 as part of King County’s Forward Thrust 
Bond initiative, the pool has evolved alongside the Mercer 
Island community. It was renamed in the early 1990s to 
honor MIHS alumna Mary Wayte, whose dazzling Olympic 

Your Cap/Tech Levy At Work
An Investment: Today, Tomorrow,  
and Together

The Mercer Island School District is committed to the asset 
preservation of all our schools and  district facilities with the 
goal of improving student experience and system reliability. 
During the 2023-24 and 2024-25 school years MISD made 
and will make capital improvements through the Capital/
Technology Levy (Cap/Tech) at our three older elementary 
schools and other district facilities.

Through our community’s support of Cap/Tech Levy (2023-
2029), the District completed and has project plans for the 
future. Cap/Tech dollars accomplish small projects such as 
boiler replacements, roofs, and secure vestibules.

The Cap/Tech Levy Projects Completed 
During 2024 include:

•	Carpet Replacement at Island Park, Lakeridge, and  
West Mercer

•	Boiler Replacements at Island Park, Lakeridge, and  
West Mercer

•	Classroom door security and hardware improvements at 
Island Park, Lakeridge, and West Mercer.

•	Parking lot striping and select asphalt improvements 
throughout the District

•	State of WA Clean Buildings Act Compliance  
Auditing & Reporting

•	Partial HVAC Control Improvements at needed sites
•	Secure Entry (video doorbell) at Crest Learning Center
•	New teacher desks at Island Park, Lakeridge,  

and West Mercer 
•	Department of Ecology stormwater facility 

maintenance, (which includes the goats at IMS)
•	Fencing improvements throughout the District
•	Marching Band temporary Stair Tower at  

JV Field

Summer 2025 Planned Projects:

•	 Interior and exterior paint - Island Park, Lakeridge, and 
West Mercer.

•	Phase one classroom furniture replacement at MIHS- 
Significant input from students, teachers, and staff, will 
establish a standard to support learning.

•	Mary Wayte Pool - A $2M grant from King County as 
a 1:1 match with the MISD Cap/Tech levy will provide 
necessary improvements for another decade to come. 
Construction is set to begin in 2025.

•	Stormwater treatment - In conjunction with the 
Department of Ecology, MISD will invest in the 
maintenance of the current stormwater detention ponds 
around the district, including the summer goat pasture  
at IMS!

We greatly appreciate our community for providing for our 
students, staff, and facilities through your support of the 
Cap/Tech Levy.  

career—including two gold medals in Los Angeles (1984) 
and two additional medals in Seoul (1988)—brought national 
recognition to the island. Mary’s legacy continues to inspire 
local youth and cement the pool’s place in our island’s story.

Looking Ahead

In partnership with Olympic Cascade Aquatics (OCA) and 
the City of Mercer Island, Mercer Island School District is 
committed to operating this space where memories are 
made, champions trained, and community ties strengthened. 
As we look forward to the pool’s future, we invite everyone 
to celebrate its past, support its present, and share in the 
excitement of the incredible enhancements yet to come.

Contact these people 
regarding inquiries about 
nondiscrimination policies
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Key Projects for Consideration

1.	 Completing Islander Middle School (IMS)
The proposed bond would finalize campus improvements 
that began in 2014, creating a cohesive, modern learning 
environment. The core goals of the project are to replace 
aging structures not touched in the 2014 bond, reunite 
the campus under one roof as opposed to the three 
separate buildings today, and improve teaching and 
learning conditions for all students. 

2.	 Improving Mercer Island High School (MIHS)  
and Crest Learning Center
The MIHS bond projects would fund essential repairs 
and upgrades, last undertaken as part of the mid 
1990s bond. These updates include replacing aging 
mechanical equipment, fire alarm systems, and improving 
HVAC infrastructures to ensure a safe and comfortable 
environment for students and staff. To improve the 
educational environment, the plan includes modernization 
of the mass media video production studio, KMIH radio 
station, robotics and engineering labs, and core academic 
classrooms last remodeled in 1995. 

At the Crest Learning Center (CREST), parking improve-
ments would enhance ADA accessibility, addressing long-
standing needs as well as redesigning spaces to include a 
healthroom and essential work centers.

Building, Maintaining, & Preserving Community Assets

April 2025 Bond Proposal
 
The Mercer Island School District (MISD) is inviting the community to consider a bond measure in April 2025. This proposal 
focuses on completing critical projects to enhance educational environments, address infrastructure needs, increase safety, 
and ensure accessibility across the district.

Planning with Community Input

This proposal reflects extensive planning and community 
collaboration. Following the approval of the community-
driven 2023-24 Long Range Facility Plan (LRFP) in January 
2024, concept design work began. Leadership teams 
and site-based committees—including students, staff, 
and community members—have been actively involved 
in shaping solutions and priorities for the IMS and MIHS 
projects.

Why School Bonds Are Necessary

State funding for school construction is minimal, leaving 
school districts reliant on local, voter-approved bonds for 
significant capital projects. These bonds are a vital tool to:

•	Preserve the community’s investment in school facilities;
•	Maintain safe, sustainable operations; and
•	Enhance the educational experience for all students.

Addressing Accessibility and Environmental 
Sustainability at the Administration Building

Adding an elevator to the Administration Building would 
allow community and staff members access to the first 
and second floors. At the same time, reconfiguring 
the adjacent parking lot between CREST and the 
Administration Building would not only improve safety for 
students coming and going between the main campus 
and CREST, but it would create an opportunity to add an 
additional water retention and natural filtration pond to 
capture water runoff on the campus.

Bonds vs. Capital Levies:  
What’s the Difference?

It’s important to understand the distinction between bonds 
and levies in school funding:

•	Bonds fund long-term capital projects, like constructing 
or modernizing school facilities. They are repaid over 
time, typically 10-25 years, using property tax collections. 
Bonds require a 60% supermajority to pass.

•	Capital Levies fund short-term operational needs, 
supporting facility improvements and technology needs 
not fully funded by the state, and are renewed every  
6 years by voters. The current levy expires in 2028.

Learn More

For detailed information about the April 2025 bond,  
visit www.mercerislandschools.org/bond.

This bond represents an opportunity for the community  
to shape the future of its schools, ensuring that MISD 
facilities remain safe, accessible, and conducive to high-
quality education.

MIHS & Crest Updates

1 Update HVAC and Fire Alarm Systems
2 Update 200 & 300 Wing Learning Communities  
   & Courtyard
3 Update Entry & Health Room at Crest

4 Renovate Stadium Bathrooms
5 Renovate Changing, Student Storage, & Training Areas
6 Update Assembly Areas to Showcase Student Work
7 Update Commons
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Student Voice Shines in MISD

By Jordan Balousek, MIHS Senior

With the growing influence of artificial intelligence, it’s not 
uncommon to hear people mutter that journalism will soon 
be a lost art. However, in MISD, that statement is far from 
the truth. Whether a student is in the IMS News Club or 
the Media Tech class at MIHS, the common denominator is 
students who are passionate about sharing their voice within 
our community. 

At MIHS, there are quite a few student publications, covering 
a range of mediums. The MIHS Islander is the student-run 

newspaper, running both a website 
(mihsislander.org), and producing 
6-plus print issues per year, distributed 
to both subscribers and the student 
body. The Isla puts out a 300+ page 
yearbook to students at the end 
of the year. Pegasus, the school’s 
creative arts magazine, releases a 

full-color magazine at the end of the year, featuring physical 
and written student art, in addition to running a website 
(mihspegasus.org). MIHS.tv covers school news and  
produces various segments in a broadcast format, and won 
“Best Newscast” in a nationwide contest this past March. 
Finally, the radio class runs KMIH 88.9 The Bridge, which 
recently won the honor of “Best High School Radio Station” 
in a nationwide competition at the John Drury Awards. 

Radio teacher Joe Bryant said that the impact his class has 
on students is what he finds most inspiring about teaching 
the class. “Some former students are making a real 
name for themselves in the broadcast industry,” Bryant 
said. “It always makes me super proud to know that the 
little light bulb went off right here in this room, that 
pointed these students to what they wanted to do with 
their future.” 

At IMS, students are able to participate in the IMS News 
club, which meets after school and runs their own website 
(imstimes.net). Taking Yearbook is another option for 
students interested in learning about media publications; 
the class produces one 116-page edition per year. 

“I really like designing, and I thought that yearbook 
would be a really good class to take because I would 
be able to express something [in a way] that everyone 
could see,” seventh grade yearbook student Margaret 
Shea said. She said she is excited to take photos of her 
fellow classmates throughout the year. 

Sixth grader Kayden Pham said he joined IMS News club 
out of his excitement to learn how to edit family Christmas 
photos, and says he really enjoys filming vlogs for the 
club. He also said he’s “looking forward to writing the 
newspapers and the podcasts.” 

The elementary schools also have their own unique ways of 
broadcasting student voice. At Island Park, students have 
opportunities to participate in morning meetings with their 
classes, help create class rules and display their work on 
bulletin boards. They are also able to participate in student 
council and help plan assemblies. 

Lakeridge is hosting four assemblies on belonging this 
year that are written and delivered by students, as well as 
“Culture 5!” assemblies, where students are able to teach 
their peers about an upcoming cultural event that they have 
a connection to. Additionally, fifth-grade students are able 
to participate in student council, whose responsibilities 
include running the daily announcements and periodically 
publishing a newsletter. 

At Northwood, fourth and fifth grade students are also 
able to participate in the student council, who plan spirit 
days and support the school’s clubs, and provide input on 
various matters. Additionally, Northwood plans to form 
a Principal Advisory Team that will meet regularly, and 
introduce a student suggestion box to gather students’ 
ideas, comments and questions about the school for the 
leadership team to review. 

West Mercer recently hosted its Veterans Day assembly, 
where students were able to perform various skits and 
music. Students were also able to participate in the Culture 
Fair, which featured dances and homemade food from 
various students’ families. Similarly to the other three 
elementary schools, students are also able to serve on the 
student council. 

Overall, the district’s robust media programs and focus on 
highlighting students’ perspectives have given students the 
opportunity to find their voices, making an impact beyond 
just the classroom. 

“Whatever you’re passionate about outside of school, 
you can always bring it into radio,” junior Aaliyah Khan 
said, who works on the Sports Team for KMIH. “There’s just 
so much freedom to do whatever you want, and talk 
about what you’re truly passionate about.” 

“I discovered what I want to do with my life,” senior 
radio student Maggie Blohm said.

KMIH 88.9 The Bridge broadcast media students 
broadcasting live from the studio at MIHS.

Broadcast media students of KMIH 88.9 The Bridge which was named  
Best High School Radio Station in the country in November 2024.

MIHS.tv broadcast media students who were nominated for Intercollegiate 
Broadcasting System (IBS) awards this year in the TV production studio at MIHS.
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As we reflect on the academic progress of our students, 
it is evident that our school system continues to provide 
a supportive and enriching environment for growth. In 
English Language Arts (ELA), 3rd graders show consistent 
performance, with a slight increase from 84.5% of students 
at or above grade level in the 2022-23 school year to 84.6% 
in 2023-24. The 4th grade has experienced a significant 
improvement, rising from 83.4% at or above grade level in 
2021-22 to an impressive 89.8% in 2023-24, showcasing the 
effectiveness of our instructional strategies. Similarly, the 5th 
grade has increased from 84.0% in the previous year (22-23) 
to 88.6% in 2023-24, indicating a positive trend in student 
engagement and comprehension. With the implementation 
of our newest ELA curriculum, Benchmark Advance, we are 
beginning to see the growth in our students. The investment 
that our Schools Foundation has supported in professional 
learning around literacy instruction continues to yield 
positive results that we anticipate will continue to grow. 

The 6th grade demonstrates steady growth, moving from 
69.1% in 2021-22 to 74.9% in 2023-24, reflecting ongoing 
development in our curriculum. Our 10th graders continue 
to excel, with scores rising from 82.5% in 2022-23 to 82.9% 
in 2023-24. The focus in the 24-25 school year at our middle 
school is instruction in the area of comprehension associated 
with informational text, across all content areas. Our early 
data in the winter of 2025 demonstrates growth that we 
hope to see mirrored on our Smarter Balanced Assessments.

In Mathematics, the 3rd grade demonstrates growth 
from 83.2% in 2022-23 to 83.8% in 2023-24, reflecting a 
strong foundation in early math skills. The 4th grade shows 
improvement as well, moving from 85.7% in 2022-21 to 
86.3% in 2023-24. The 5th grade has made a notable 
increase from 76.9% in the previous year (2022-23) to 83.5% 
in 2023-24, which signifies effective teaching methods. 
Similarly in K-2 math, our new curriculum, iReady Classroom 
Mathematics, is showing growth in our youngest learners. 

The 6th grade experienced a slight uptick from 70.8% in 
2021-22 to 72.5% in 2023-24, demonstrating progress in 
student understanding of math concepts. Our 10th graders 
showed positive growth, moving from 71.3% in 2022-23 to 
75.9% in 2023-24, reflecting resilience and growth among 
our high school students. 

The upward trends in several grades illustrate that our school 
system is an excellent environment for student growth 
and achievement. Mercer Island continues to demonstrate 
excellence in academics, as compared to regional districts. 
All but one grade level in elementary math are the highest 
of our comparative schools. Our middle school scores are 
in the top three regional school scores, similar to the high 
school scores, with high school math scoring the highest of 
our comparative schools. 

Demonstrated Excellence in Academics
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