
ACT BSSS Certification

• Year 12 Certificate

• Tertiary Entrance Statement

• Statement of Attainment



Key Points about the ACT

•It uses school based 
assessment

•There are no exams



The Australian National 
Curriculum

• All states & territories now follow the 
Australian National Curriculum and as part 
of the ACT we also follow it.

• Certification and assessment is State based 
and we follow the ACT 







Yr 12 Certificate

• Shows the grades obtained at the school 
for each unit of work

• One unit is one semester’s work

• Grade is the grade awarded by the school 
based on the assessments set within the 
school and reported on semester report

• Grades are reviewed in Canberra

• Can be appealed





Yr. 12 Certificate is not a Tertiary 
Entrance Document

• Students seeking a Tertiary Entrance 
require the Tertiary Entrance Statement

• 65-70% of ACT students get a TES ie. 30-
35% just get the Yr 12 Certificate



Tertiary Entrance Statement

• Must sit at least 4 Tertiary Subjects

• Most of our subjects are Tertiary- the only 

non-tertiary subjects are – Essential Maths, 

Music, Food for Life, Furniture 

Construction & IT (A)

• Must sit Australian Scaling Test in Gr. 12

• THERE ARE NO EXTERNAL EXAMS IN 

ACT SYSTEM







Tertiary Entrance Statement

Requires
• 20 Standard Units
• 3 Majors and 3 Minors or 4 Majors and 1 Minor
• at least 3 Majors must be ‘T’ and one other Major 

or Minor must be ‘T’
• 18 Standard Units must be ‘BSSS’ units

‘A’, ‘T’ or ‘V’ i.e. not ‘R’ ( Registered)
• minimum of 7 Terms
• sit ACT Scaling Test



T Course and A Courses
• T = Tertiary

• A = Accreditted

• The grades for all courses are reported on 

the Yr 12 Certificate

• Only the scores for the T courses are used to 

calculate the ATAR and appear on the TES

• You need to do at least 4 T courses to get 

the ATAR & TES



The ACT system is based on 

continuous internal assessment 

done in semester units



Unit Assessment

Continuing French 3

• Oral 15%

• Essay 15%

• Listening Exercise 10%

• Writing test 20%

• Interview 15%

• Major assignment 15%

• Reading exercise 10%

Typical Items

• Chemistry practical report

• English journal

• Mathematics test

• Graphics design project

• Music performance

• Art portfolio

• Geography fieldwork



Unit Outlines

• Unit outlines are given to students before 

end of third week

• They indicate content, timing of assessment 

items and assessment regulations







Unit Score

• Based on an aggregation of assessments

• Incorporates moderation procedures for meshed groups 

eg Mathematics – Specialist Maths, Maths Methods & 

Further Maths

• Reported on a scale that is a ‘predictor’ of a likely scaled 

score (70/12) to (150,25)

(Scale informed by past performance and professional 

judgement) -Historic Parameters Always maintains ranking 

and spacing of aggregated assessments

• Directly comparable from unit to unit within a course

• As comparable as possible from course to course





V Grades

• Students failing to complete a unit are 
awarded a V grade

• This means that unit will not count towards 
their final score

• This can have grave implications leading to 
non award of tertiary entrance

• As soon as student fails to complete an 
assessment task they must be warned of 
possible V Grade





BSSS processes
• Australian Scaling Test
• Multiple choice test out of 85, a written paper & Short Response Test

System Mean = 150 and  Standard Deviation = 25

• Raw Course Scores submitted by colleges

• Scale Course Scores 
by Other Course Score Scaling

• Aggregate Scores 
best 3 majors and 0.6 of next major or minor

• Candidate Ranking (TER) against other ACT Year 12s

• Cohort Ranking (ATAR) against NSW equivalent Age Cohort



BSSS Student Profiles Online

• personal details 

• academic record, including current 

enrolments

• assessment item results for ‘published’ 

assessment items

• unit results for completed units



BSSS Student Profiles Online

• course results for completed courses (For 

Year 12 Students)

• Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

qualifications being done through the school 

system. 

• Tertiary Entrance Statement (TES) for 

students who have completed a T package, 

once ATARs are available





Subjects for Tertiary Course

https://www.uac.edu.au/assets/documents/year-10/year-10-

booklet-2027.pdf







Applying for UNI- NSWACT

• Students will be issued with a PIN for the 
UAC website

• www.uac.edu.au

• They can apply for up to 6 courses for 

$AU 70

http://www.uac.edu.au/


Applying for UNI –Other States

• Students apply direct to the uni

• Need to make it clear  to the uni that 
although they are in PNG they will get an 
AUS Tertiary Entrance (ATAR)

• Their ATAR is used



POMIS Trusted Visa Agents.



21 February.

IEVSA will be speaking to all G11 & 12 students.

They will be bringing up reps from 

Griffith University and Qld TAFE.





14 March.

A uni-fair exclusively for our G11 & 12 students.

The uni-fair will also be held on March 15 & 16 for other 

school’s senior students.


