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Date:  February 13, 2025 

To:   SLCSD Board of Education 

Elizabeth Grant, Superintendent 

Alan Kearsley, Business Administrator 

From:  Sam Quantz, Chief Information Officer 

Subject:  2025-26 Enrollment Projections 

 

Summary: 

The annual enrollment projections for the 2025-2026 school year are complete. To 
project future enrollment, we review the average daily membership (ADM) of the 
district and apply a simple cohort survival projection method to predict what future 
enrollment may be.  

Salt Lake City School District has had declining ADM since the 2015-2016 school 
year and the current projections indicate that trend will continue.  We anticipate 
that declines will be in grades K, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 11, self-contained, while slight 
increases will occur in grades 6,7,9.  It is anticipated that grade 12 will remain 
steady. 

 

Requested Board Action: 

None  
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Methodology

• Average Daily Membership (ADM)

• Cohort Survival Projection Method

• District Projection

• Individual School Projections

• Special Education, Kindergarten, and Transition Year 
Projections



Average Daily Membership (ADM)

“(1) An LEA shall report aggregate membership for each student via the School Membership field in the S1 record and special 
education membership in the SCRAM Membership field in the S2 record and YIC membership in the S3 record of the Year End 
upload of the Data Clearinghouse file. 

(2) In the Data Clearinghouse, aggregate membership is calculated in days of membership. 

(3) To determine student membership, an LEA shall ensure that records of daily student attendance or student engagement are 
maintained in each school which clearly and accurately show for each student the: 

(a) entry date; 

(b) exit date; 

(c) exit or high school completion status; 

(d) whether or not an absence was excused; 

(e) disability status, resource or self-contained, if applicable; and 

(f) YIC status, ISI-1, ISI-2 or self-contained, if applicable”

R277-419 Pupil Accounting



Average Daily Membership (ADM) Cont.

• Used to generate weighted pupil unit (WPU)

• Example: 1st student attends 180 days, 2nd student 
attends 90 days, aggregate membership for the two 
students is 270 days.  Average membership is 1.5 
students.

• ADM used to project district wide, elementary, and middle 
enrollment.

• October 1 count used to project high school enrollment.



Cohort Survival Projection Method

• “The Cohort Survival Projection Method is a simple 
method for forecasting what the future population will 
be based upon the survival of the existing population”

San Jose State Department of Economics

• What is the probability that our current students will be 
enrolled at the end of the school year and what is the 
probability that they will return next year?



District-Wide Projection



Individual School Projection



Special Education, Kindergarten, Transition 
Years



Projections

• Continued declines in grades K, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 11, 
self-contained

• Slight increases in grades 6, 7, 9

• Level in grade 12



Demographic Study Options

• Applied Economics study refresh

• Possible other providers
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