School District of Onalaska
Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 27, 2025

President Ann Garrity called the Onalaska Board of Education regular meeting to order on Monday, January 27,
2025 at 6:00 p.m. at 237 2nd Ave S, Onalaska, WI.

1. Call to Order:

2. Roll Call/Verification of Quorum: The Board President verified a quorum is present.
Members Present - Tracy Laufenberg, Brian Haefs, Mark Cassellius, Shawn McAlister, Erik Archer, Aaron
McDonald, and Ann Garrity.
Administrators/Directors Present - Fran Finco, Janet Rosseter, Fayme Evenson, Jared Schaffner, Jason
Thiry, Charlie Ihle, Roger Fruit, Todd Saner, Abby Davis, Lish Olson, Ben Burns, Sonya Ganther, and Emily
Johnson.
Student Representative - Leah Thies.
Others Present - Erik Kass.

3. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag: Ann Garrity led the group in the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance.

4, Reading of the Mission Statement: Mark Cassellius read the School Board Mission Statement.

5. Public Notice: Public notice was given to the requesting news media. The agenda was posted in district
buildings, and on the district website.

6. Agenda Revisions: Request to move Item #13 - $25,000,000 General Obligation School Facility
Improvement Bonds, Series 2025, to before Item #9.

7. Approval of Agenda: Motion by A. McDonald, second by T. Laufenberg, to approve the agenda with
moving the item as noted above. Motion carried.

8. Public Input: There were no public comments.

Action Item:

9. $25,000,000 General Obligation School Facility Improvement Bonds, Series 2025: Motion by A.

McDonald, second by S. McAlister, to approve Resolution 2025-001 Awarding the Sale of 525,000,000
General Obligation School Facility Improvement Bonds, Series 2025. Roll call vote: A. McDonald - yes; S.
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McAlister - yes; B. Haefs - yes; E. Archer - yes; T. Laufenberg - yes; M. Cassellius - yes; A. Garrity - yes.
Motion carried.

Recognition Items:

10. Donations:
e 51,000 for the Irving Pertzsch Multilingual Learners program from Robert George
e Approx. $2,500 in food for the Northern Hills Elementary family reading night from Dahl ABRA
Auto Body
e 51,852.49 from the Office Depot School Supply Drive for school needs at Northern Hills
Elementary.

Informational/Discussion Items:

11. Student Representative, Administrator, and Board Reports: The student representative and
administrators gave an update on staff and student activities related to academics and co-curricular
activities, and the Board and administrators gave an update on the recent state education convention.

12. Middle and High School Building Projects Update: Jared Schaffner and Ben Burns gave an update on
the middle and high school building projects.

13. Quarterly Financial Report: Janet Rosseter presented the quarterly financial report for Board
information.
Action Items:

14. Pole Vault System Replacement: Motion by B. Haefs, second by E. Archer, to replace the pole vault
system at Onalaska High School. Roll call vote: S. McAlister - yes; B. Haefs - yes; T. Laufenberg - yes;
A. McDonald - yes; M. Cassellius - yes; E. Archer - yes; A. Garrity - yes. Motion carried.

15. Elementary and District Office Exterior Door Access Upgrades: Motion by B. Haefs, second by M.
Cassellius, to replace the exterior door access systems at the elementary schools and the district office.
Roll call vote: B. Haefs - yes; T. Laufenberg - yes; M. Cassellius - yes; S. McAlister - yes; E. Archer - yes;
A. McDonald - yes; A. Garrity - yes. Motion carried.

16. 2024-25 Budget Amendment: Motion by T. Laufenberg, second by A. McDonald, to approve revisions to
the 2024-25 budget. Roll call vote: B. Haefs - yes; T. Laufenberg - yes; A. McDonald - yes;
M. Cassellius - yes; S. McAlister - yes; E. Archer - yes; A. Garrity - yes. Motion carried.

17. Personnel Report: Sonya Ganther presented the personnel report for Board approval.

Ann Garrity requested to remove item C2 for separate consideration.
A. New Employees - Hourly Staff -
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18.

19.

1. Olivia Runyon, 1.0 FTE special education paraprofessional at Onalaska High School,
effective January 22, 2025 at $20.78 per hour, and contingent on certification from the
WI DPI. This position was vacated by Tamara Moore.

2. Lee Xiong, 1.0 FTE regular education/LMC paraprofessional at Northern Hills
Elementary, effective January 29, 2025 at $19.61 per hour. This position was vacated
by Brandee McKane.

3. Mark Shemak, 1.0 FTE custodian at Onalaska High School, effective January 27, 2025
at $21.90 per hour. This position was vacated by Erik Nelson.

Unpaid Leave Policy 3430/4430 - Sydney Jahr, Onalaska High School paraprofessional, March
17-21, 2025.

Co-Curricular Contracts -

1. Ryan Capwell, boys soccer head coach, $3,650, effective the 2025-26 school year.
2. Kelly Gilman, girls soccer asst. coach, $2,427.80.

3. Danielle Landsom, girls soccer asst. coach, $2,427.80.

4, Scott Wittenberg, boys golf asst. coach, $1,935.

5. Anthony DeGaetano, baseball asst. coach, $2,365.

6. Scott Pollack, baseball asst. coach, $2,365.

7. Mayson Taylor, baseball asst. coach, $2,365.

8. Robert Kraus, softball asst. coach, $2,365.

Motion by S. McAlister, second by M. Cassellius, to approve the personnel report, with the removal of
Item C2. Motion carried.

Motion by S. McAlister, second by M. Cassellius to approve item C2 from the personnel report. Roll call
vote: M. Cassellius - yes; E. Archer - yes; A. McDonald - yes; B. Haefs - yes; S. McAlister - yes; T.
Laufenberg - abstain; A. Garrity - abstain. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda: Motion by B. Haefs, second by A. McDonald, to approve the following under
the consent agenda:

A.

B.
C.
D

E.

Budgetary Disbursements and Payroll in accordance with enclosure.

Financials - December 2024.

Minutes - January 13, 2025 regular meeting minutes.

Unpaid Leave Policy 3430/4430 - Gaozong Vang, Northern Hills Elementary teacher,
January 2-3, 2025.

Fundraiser request - Irving Pertzsch PTO - Winter/Spring Parents' Night Out with 5th
grade student volunteers. Goal is S500 to support funding of field trip admissions,
transportation, support of fine arts, yearbooks, student awards & incentives, supplement
classroom and school-wide budgets.

Motion carried.

Adjourn: Motion by B. Haefs, second by E. Archer, to adjourn at 7:25p.m. Motion carried.
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Respectfully submitted by Emily Johnson

Ann Garrity, Board President Brian Haefs, Board Clerk
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