Approved 2.10.2025

GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD
GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 27, 2025

The School Board of Grand Forks Public School District No. 1 held a regular meeting on Monday, January 27, 2025,
at the Mark Sanford Education Center, with President Dave Berger presiding.

Board Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger, Amber Flynn via phone, Dr. Sherry Houdek, Joel Larson, Eric

Lunn, Jeff Manley, and Bill Paimiscno. Absent: Jay Kleven.

Student Board Members Present: Adrianna Tande. Absent: McKayla Sagini.

Others Present: Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager; Dr. Catherine Gillach, Associate Superintendent of
Secondary Education; Matt Bakke, Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education; Joe Drumm, Vice President of
the Grand Forks Education Association; Branden Shepperd, GFAFB School Board Liaison; and Cindy Johnson,

Executive Secretary.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., and the
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Reading of School Board Meeting Norms.
Manley read aloud the meeting norms.

Approval of Agenda.

It was moved by Palmiscno and seconded by Lunn to
approve the agenda as written. Upon roll call vote as
follows, the motion carried unanimously. Aye: Houdek
Larson, Manley, Anderson, Flynn, Palmiscno, Lunn,
and Berger. Nay: None. Absent: Kleven.

Public Comments.
None.

High School Attendance Update.

Red River High School Principal Dr. Kris Arason and
Grand Forks Central High School Principal Jon
Strandell presented an update on the new high school
attendance policy instituted this year to address
chronic absenteeism. They discussed how attendance
affects students, staff, and school operations. Overall,
attendance was a positive improvement from the first
semester this year compared to the first semester
last year.

Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Larson and seconded by Manley to

approve the consent agenda as follows:

e January 13, 2025, school board meeting minutes
as written;

¢ Appointment of Kylie Borgen, Head Start teacher,
effective January 21, 2025, salary schedule
placement BA/BS, Step 2, 2024-2025 pro-rated
salary of $23,532.51;

o Resignations effective May 30, 2025, of Kim
Sande, interventions teacher/Reading Recovery;
Nancy Greenwood, art teacher; Nate Carlson,
tech ed teacher; Paula Salentine, math teacher;
and Tana Thorfinnson, school counselor;

o Resignation effective June 16, 2025, of Jolyn
Bergstrom, principal; and

e Third-Party Requests for Access to Student
Information for Math Fact Lab.

Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion carried

unanimously. Aye: Larson, Palmiscno, Lunn, Manley,

Anderson, Houdek, Flynn, and Berger. Nay: None.

Absent: Kleven.

General Fund Financial Statement.

Baumbach reported for the period of July 1, 2024,
through December 31, 2024, total general fund
revenues were $57,610,197, and total general fund
expenditures were $49,718,965 resulting in revenue
over expenses of $7,891,232.

It was moved by Anderson and seconded by Houdek
to approve the General Fund Financial Statement for
July 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024. Upon roll
call vote as follows, the motion carried unanimously.
Aye: Manley, Lunn, Larson, Palmiscno, Houdek,
Flynn, Anderson, and Berger. Nay: None. Absent:
Kleven.
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Policy Review.

It was moved by Manley and seconded by Lunn to

complete the second reading and adoption of the

following policies as presented.

1. AAC, Nondiscrimination and Anti-Harassment

2. FDD, Education of Pregnant and Parenting
Students

3. ACF, Whistleblower Protections Policy —
Prohibition Against Retaliation

4, BA, School Board Ethics

5. IAD, Sale of District Real Property

Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion carried

unanimously. Aye: Lunn, Flynn, Palmiscno, Larson,

Houdek, Anderson, Manley, and Berger. Nay: None.

Absent: Kleven.

Consideration of Use of Building Fund for Kelly
Elementary Air Handler.

Jonathan Ellwein, Director of Buildings and Grounds,
reported an air handler servicing the 1989 addition of
Kelly Elementary School unexpectedly failed this past
summer. A replacement option from Johnson
Controls leveraging the Sourcewell cooperative
purchasing agreement was identified. The
replacement cost is $147,275, which includes a
$10,275 contingency. The administration
recommends the cost be paid from the building fund.

It was moved by Palmiscno and seconded by
Anderson to approve the expenditure of $14,275 of
Building Fund dollars to replace the air handler for the
1989 addition of Kelly Elementary School. Upon roll
call vote as follows, the motion carried unanimously.
Aye: Anderson, Houdek, Flynn, Manley, Lunn,
Palmiscno, Larson, and Berger. Nay: None. Absent:
Kleven.

Resolution to Delegate Authority to the
Administration Under N.D.C.C. 16.1-06-21.

School District Legal Counsel Laura Cobb reported
that NDCC 15.1-06-21(2) provides that the board,
with the approval of the parent or legal guardian of
the student, shall establish a plan for a transgender
student to use a separate bathroom. Ms. Cobb
advised the board should delegate this authority to
the building principals as they would be able to, in a
more timely manner, work through the process with
the student and parent. The proposed resolution, if
adopted, would be effective until revoked.

It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Berger to
adopt the Resolution to Delegate Authority to the
Administration Under N.D.C.C. 16.1-06-21 as

presented. Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion
carried unanimously. Aye: Palmiscno, Manley, Lunn,
Larson, Houdek, Flynn, Anderson, and Berger. Nay:
None. Absent: Kleven.

Announcements.

Board members were invited to the elementary and
middle school robotics tournament this Friday and
Saturday.

Board Requests for Future Consideration.
Houdek asked if the board should discuss
communications regarding changing boundaries
sooner than planned for the March 17 meeting.

School Board Meeting Norms—How Did We Do?
Manley reported the board did well in following its
meeting norms.

Adjournment. There being no further business, the

meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

APPROVED

(Date)

Dave Berger, President

Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager
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