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Here for a 
Healthy 

Northland
Need to brush up on CPR skills, build up muscle tone or pick up some health 
tips? Our Community Health and Wellness team has you and your family 
covered. Whether a health screening, class, workout or event, we offer more 

than 40 wellness opportunities a month – many of them are free. 

Choose from in-person, virtual or on-demand options and browse all our 
offerings at nkch.org/Class. 

Access 
hundreds of 

wellness videos. 



2 • Winter 2025 • LPS EDUCATOR LPS EDUCATOR • Winter 2025 • 3

Early Childhood/Elementary Schools
Early Childhood Center  9600 NE 79th St. 736-5324 Bart Tittle, Principal
 KCMO 64158  Sabrina Dotson, Asst. Principal

Alexander Doniphan  1900 Clay Dr. 736-5400 Beth Cunningham, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Chavis Clawson, Asst. Principal

EPiC Elementary   650 Conistor 736-5730 Jamie Ackart, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068

Franklin  201 W. Mill Street 736-5440 Amy Toebben, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Jaysa Hartman, Asst. Principal

Kellybrook   10701 N. Eastern Ave. 736-5700 Kayli Burrell, Principal
 KCMO 64157  Megan Thompson, Asst. Principal

Lewis and Clark 1407 Nashua 736-5430 Mitch Hiser, Principal
 Liberty, MO 64068  Dawn Shannon, Asst. Principal

Liberty Oaks 8150 N. Farley 736-5600 Jeanne Hinnenkamp, Principal
 KCMO 64158  Ashlyn Garton, Asst. Principal

Lillian Schumacher  425 Claywoods Pkwy. 736-5490 Matthew Krohne, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Jaysa Hartman, Asst. Principal
	 	 	 	 Emily	Griffin,	Asst.	Principal

Manor Hill  1400 Skyline Dr. 736-5460 Jordan Williamson, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Julie Gosnell, Asst. Principal

Ridgeview  701 Thornton 736-5450 Tyler Shannon, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Heather Buckman, Asst. Principal

Shoal Creek  9000 N Flintlock Rd. 736-7150 Christy Boman, Principal
  KCMO 64157  Ashley Assman, Asst. Principal
    Danielle Compton, Asst. Principal

Warren Hills  1251 Camille St. 736-5630 Michelle Swierski, Principal 
 Liberty, MO 64068  Heather Lee, Asst. Principal

Secondary Schools
Discovery Middle School 800 Midjay Dr. 736-7300 Greg Mees, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Courtney Dickerson, Asst. Principal

Heritage Middle School  600 W. Kansas 736-5380 Reagan Allegri, Principal
  Liberty, MO 64068  Ryan Dahm, Asst. Principal
    Jennifer Selock, Asst. Principal

Liberty Middle School 1500 S. Withers Rd. 736-5410 Jeremy Bradham, Principal 
 Liberty, MO 64068  Shirley Kantola, Asst. Principal

South Valley Middle School 1000 Midjay Dr. 736-7180 Jill Mullen, Principal
 Liberty, MO 64068  Joe Lutes, Asst. Principal
    Whitney Weakley, Asst. Principal

Liberty High School 200 Blue Jay Dr. 736-5340 Mike Sharp, Principal
 Liberty, MO 64068  Tara Bell, Asst. Principal 
    Caleb Champ, Asst. Principal
    Bridget Herrman, Asst. Principal 
    Ryan Nichols, Asst. Principal
    Jason Cahill, Activities Director

Liberty North High School 1000 NE 104th St. 736-5500 Rosemary Camp, Principal
 Liberty, MO 64608          Lee Allen, Asst. Principal
    Josh Baldwin, Asst. Principal 
    Tammy Jackson, Asst. Principal
    RoseAngela Taney, Asst. Principal
    Stacy Syler, Asst. Principal
    David McDorman, Activities Director 

Liberty Academy     1115 Blackberry Dr. 736-5470 Melissa Norris, Director of  
  Liberty, MO 64068  Alternative Education

SCHOOL DIRECTORY INFORMATION

Board of Education
Angie Reed, President
angie.reed@lps53.org

Karen Rogers, Vice-President
karen.rogers@lps53.org

Nick Bartlow
nick.bartlow@lps53.org

Jenn Bauer
jenn.bauer@lps53.org

A.J. Byrd
aj.byrd@lps53.org

Dan Currence
daniel.currence@lps53.org

Drew Marriott
drew.marriott@lps53.org

Liberty Public Schools
District	Offices
8 Victory Lane
Liberty, MO 64068
(816) 736-5300

Superintendent
Dr. M. Jeremy Tucker

Website
www.lps53.org

2024-2025 Liberty Public Schools Board of Education - 
Pictured (Front Row L-R): Karen Rogers, Jenn Bauer, and              
Angie Reed; (Back Row L-R) Dan Currence, AJ Byrd, Nick Bartlow, 
and Drew Marriott
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If you would like more information about Liberty School District, please 
contact the Communications Office at 736-5300, 
or visit our website at www.lps53.org.
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On the cover
Liberty High School Senior Jaxon 

Hicks poses with his classmates after 
being named the 2024 Simone Award 
winner on Tuesday, December 10, 
2025. You can read more about this 
exciting news on page 6 of this 
edition.

LPS Community,
As we now move into the second half of our school 

year, I want to take a moment to reflect on what we’ve 
accomplished so far and share some important 
updates about our continued efforts to ensure the 
success and well-being of our students.

Celebrating Our Successes
The first half of the school year was a time of 

tremendous growth and achievement. I am proud to 
share some of the highlights:

• Academic Excellence: Our students in LPS 
continue to demonstrate resilience and hard work. 
Whether it be in the classroom or through 
extracurricular activities, we continue to see strong 
academic performance and increased engagement 
across grade levels. Our teachers and staff have been 
instrumental in creating engaging and rigorous 
learning environments, and I thank them for their 
continued dedication. You will see firsthand in this 
publication many of the accomplishments achieved by 
our students and staff through the first half of this 
school year.

• Community Engagement: Through efforts from 
our strategic plan and District Leadership Team, 
partnerships between our schools and the community 
continue to grow. Parent involvement exists at high 
levels, and local businesses and organizations have 
stepped up to support our schools in meaningful 
ways. We appreciate the continued collaboration and 
support from our families and community members.

• Facilities and Infrastructure: If you follow us on 
some of our social media platforms, you have likely 
seen construction progress that has been taking place 
all across Liberty Public Schools. We were excited to 
introduce upgraded learning spaces at both Heritage 
Middle School and Liberty High School when 
students returned from winter break in January 2025. 
The new gymnasium/learning spaces at EPiC 
Elementary were set for completion in February, with 
several other additions expected to be completed later 
this spring, including activity spaces at Discovery 
Middle School and South Valley Middle School, and 
the new Distribution Center. I would encourage you 
to visit our LPS website (www.lps53.org) for all of the 

details regarding our construction upgrades. None of 
this work would be possible without the support from 
our community, who approved our No-Tax-Increase 
Bond Issue in April 2023.

Looking Ahead to the Second Half of the Year
As I draft this update, approximately four months 

remain in this 2024-2025 school year. There is so 
much left to accomplish prior to turning the page on 
another school year. The positive relationships that 
have been formed between our teachers and students 
are now well-established, and will be invaluable as the 
teaching and learning provides tremendous learning 
experiences at all levels.

Closing Thoughts
As we move forward, I am confident that together, 

as a school community, we can continue to build on 
our successes and address the challenges that come 
our way. I encourage all of you to stay engaged, to 
continue communicating openly, and to remain 
committed to the shared goal of providing a high-
quality education for every student in our district so 
that they can THRIVE. Please know that we are 
always here to assist with your individual needs and 
we have in place various communication platforms to 
not only keep you updated on LPS happenings, but 
always opportunities to engage directly with us. I 
would encourage you to visit our district website at 
www.lps53.org to view the many engagement 
platforms that we utilize.

Thank you once again for your hard work, 
dedication, and support. I look forward to what we 
will accomplish together in the second half of the 
year.

Wishing you all continued success and an enjoyable 
remainder of the school year!

Be Well!
                Dr. M. Jeremy Tucker,

Superintendent - Liberty Public Schools
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Name Account Hashtag

Elementary Schools

Alexander Doniphan @ADdolphins #lpsad

EPiC @EpicElementary #lpsepic

Franklin @LPSFranklinElem #lpsfranklin

Kellybrook @KBElementary #kbcougars

Lewis and Clark @lcblazers #lcblazers

Liberty Oaks @libertyoaks #libertyoaks

Lillian Schumacher @LillianSchuElem #lssharks

Manor Hill @MHPatriot #mhpatriot

Ridgeview @RVRoadrunner #rvroadrunner

Shoal Creek @ShoalCreekStars #starssc

Warren Hills @WHWildcats #whcats

Middle Schools

Discovery Middle School 
 @dmsbluejays #dmsleads

Heritage Middle School 
 @heritagescoop #heritagems

Liberty Middle School 
 @LibertyLMS #LMSsoars

South Valley Middle School 
 @svmsEagles #svmseagles

High Schools

Liberty Academy @LibAcademy #LPSAcademy

Liberty High School @LHSJAYS #lhsjays

Liberty North High School 
 @LNEagleNews #northnation

In Liberty Public Schools, several social media platforms that 
we have in place provide us with the opportunity to tell our 
story.  One of these platforms is X (formerly Twitter), where 
we share updates daily. Provided are some posts that were 
shared this semester to help tell the LPS story. In addition, 
you will find all of our school X handles and hashtags below, 
and we encourage you to give them a follow!

Telling the LPS Story

FOLLOW 
US ON
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Jaxon Hicks 
Wins Prestigious 

Simone Award

MAKING HISTORY

It was a historic morning inside the Liberty High School Fieldhouse on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2024, as Blue Jay Senior Jaxon Hicks was announced 
as the 2024 Thomas A. Simone Award winner at the surprise all-school 
assembly.

The Simone Award is presented annually to the most outstanding high school 
football player in the greater Kansas City area, now in its 42nd year since the 
introduction of the award. Making the morning even more special was the 
fact that Hicks became the first player in the history of Liberty Public Schools 
to claim this prestigious award.

“I’m glad to be able to bring this award to Liberty,” said Hicks. “It means the 
world to receive it and I want to thank my teammates for this.”

It was a history-making season for Hicks, as he broke numerous school 
records including the single season rushing record of over 2,700 yards, and 
scoring an unprecedented 31 touchdowns during the 2024 campaign. He 
helped lead the Blue Jays to the Missouri Class 6 semifinals, which was the 
deepest run by LHS since 1997.

Players and coaches from across the Kansas City metro were in attendance 
for the Simone ceremony, as awards were presented to athletes from both 
Missouri and Kansas. Also on hand were countless Kansas City Chiefs Alum-
ni, including Pro Football Hall of Famer Bobby Bell, who shared remarks 
with the audience.

We congratulate Liberty High School Senior Jaxon Hicks on this amazing 
recognition!

Also in attendance and surprised with an award at the ceremony was long-
time Liberty High School Teacher/Coach Chad Frigon, who was presented 
with the 2024 Kansas City Chiefs/Eric Driskell Coach of the Year Award.

As shared above, Coach Frigon helped guide the Blue Jays to the Missouri 
Class 6 state semifinals, the deepest run LHS has had since 1997. Frigon has

been a member of the Liberty Public Schools team for 30 years, and has a 
deep passion for both Liberty High School and the Blue Jays.

“The amazing relationships I have been able to have during my time in Liber-
ty have been special,” said Frigon. “This is a great place to work and live, and 
I’m just so fortunate to have been a part of it.”

The Kansas City Chiefs/Eric Driskell Coach of the Year award was first 
presented as part of the Thomas A. Simone Awards in 2018, and is in hon-
or of the late Blue Valley coach who twice won the award and passed away 
tragically in 2017. Similar to Hicks, Coach Frigon became the first LPS coach 
to win this award.

Frigon is Kansas City Chiefs/ 
Eric Driskell Coach of the Year
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LPS IN THE NEWS

Thanks to the incredible support from our LPS community with the passage of the April 2023 No Tax Increase Bond Issue, construction projects 
continue to take place all across Liberty Public Schools. Several projects were completed as early as the spring of 2024, with others in the midst of 
construction and several more to begin over the next several months. We wanted to take a moment and share with you some of the work that is taking 
place, and the benefits that this will provide the students, staff, families, and community members of Liberty Public Schools.

Making Room for Opportunities 
LPS Unveils Construction Upgrades to Enhance Student Learning

We encourage our LPS community to remain engaged on our various communication platforms as we continue to share facility/
construction updates in the coming weeks. There are several additional projects that we are excited to see get started later this 

spring and summer. Our LPS website is a great resource to view a timeline of the work, along with regular updates to the projects. 
Again, thank you for your support of our students and staff as we provide amazing learning experiences for our students.

EPiC Elementary
EPiC is excited to introduce the community to the new 6,000 square feet 
addition located on the north side of the building, which will provide 
much-needed space for physical education classes, along with performances 
and large gatherings. Choir and art classes will also benefit from this addition, 
as classes will be held in this new space. 

Heritage Middle School
One of the more significant building projects that occurred as part of this 
work involves the renovations made recently to Heritage Middle School. 
Nearly 21,000 square feet of classroom space located on the south side of the 
existing building were fully renovated to bring the areas up to a higher design 
and functionality, and accessibility, standard. This newly renovated space was 
completed and greeted students upon their return from the winter vacation in 
January 2025. The next phase of renovations to HMS will begin this summer 
and involve significant renovations to the original building, including interior 
upgrades and exterior repairs.

South Valley and Discover Middle Schools
Both of these neighboring middle schools will receive respective 8,000 square 
feet additions located on the west side of the schools, and will provide space 
for physical education, performances, and large gatherings. These additions 
also address space constraints within the existing buildings. Both LPS Fine 
Arts and Physical Education/Athletics will benefit from these spaces and 
Liberty Parks and Recreation programming will benefit with after school 
hour use of these facilities. It is expected that these projects will be completed 
in late spring 2025.

Liberty High School
Another newly-renovated space that welcomed staff and students when the 
second semester began in January 2025 was the nearly 11,000 square foot 
Family and Consumer Sciences and Special Education spaces at Liberty High 
School. This space is used to support current and future program needs, and 
includes updated equipment and kitchens for FACS, enhancing the learning 
opportunities for students. LHS will also be undergoing a second phase of 
work in the kitchen, cafeteria/scramble area that will begin this summer and 
result in significant enhancements within this important area of the building.
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CHARACTER TRAITS RECOGNITION

• Front row (L-R): Ivy Catherell (Liberty Oaks),
 Greyson Shanks (Liberty Oaks), 
 Quinn Grayson (Kellybrook), 
 Hannah Stiens (Kellybrook), 
 Juliana Bland (Shoal Creek), 
 Hudson Gardner (Shoal Creek)
• Back row (L-R): 
 Colleen Pelletier (Liberty Chamber), 
 Ed Huges (Northland Rolladium), 
 Jenn Bauer (LPS Board of Education), 
 Daniel Doering (FastKick Martial Arts)

• Front row (L-R): Paxton Rice (Schumacher), 
 Nima Soleymani-Alizadeh (Schumacher), 
 Beckham Moehlman (Manor Hill), 
 Ellie Kirk (Manor Hill), 
 Jaclyn Sherry (Ridgeview), 
 Nick Tate (Ridgeview)
• Back row (L-R): 
 Colleen Pelletier (Liberty Chamber), 
 Jeff Klein (ServPro), 
 Daniel Doering (FastKick Martial Arts), 
 Reyann Hay (Nothing Bundt Cakes), 
 Ed Huges (Northland Rolladium), 
 Karen Rogers (LPS Board of Education)

• Front row (L-R): Oliver Wiest (EPiC), 
 Aaron Roth (Warren Hills), 
 Yuhao Chen (Warren Hills), 
 Amelia Roberts (Lewis and Clark), 
 Missouri Springer (Lewis and Clark), 
 Ellyanna Doering (EPiC)
• Back row (L-R): 
 Jeff Klein (ServPro), 
 Reyann Hay (Nothing Bundt Cakes), 
 Ed Hughes (Northland Rolladium), 
 Colleen Pelletier (Liberty Chamber), 
 Dan Currence (LPS Board of Education), 
 Daniel Doering (FastKick Martial Arts)

OCTOBER, 2024OCTOBER, 2024 NOVEMBER, 2024NOVEMBER, 2024 DECEMBER, 2024DECEMBER, 2024
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An Affiliate of Children’s Mercy Hospital

Serving the Northland for over 35 
years  loving-care for kids  

BIG and SMALL

tel 816.587.3200
fax 816.587.7644

tel 816.587.3200
fax 816.587.7644

An Affi liate of Children’s Mercy Hospital

lov ing-care
for kids
BIG and small

8781 n. platte purchase drive, kansas city, mo 64155 
www.pediatriccarenorth.com

Susan L. Storm  MD
Laurie D. Riddell  MD
Ermalyn Kubart  MD
Stephanie A. Marx  MD
Kathryn Hauptmann  MD

Melissa J. Beard  MD
Stephanie R. Bays  DO
Heather J. Malone  MD
Amanda Finn  DO
Monica M. Rondeau  PNP

Nick Stasic  MD
Lisa Green, MD
Angela Carter, FNP
Jill Rosbrugh  MD
Shane Storm  MD 

8781 n. platte purchase drive, kansas city, mo 64155 | www.pediatriccarenorth.com

Our Lady of Mercy Country Home
For more than 75 years the 

Mercedarian Sisters have been 
providing “Care with Dignity” to 

residents of all faiths. 

• Daily Mass • Weekly housekeeping 
• Three meals daily 

• Transportation provided

Call 816.781.5711

Liberty, MO 64068 
ourladyofmercy.net

Independent & Assisted 
Living Community

State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company | Bloomington, IL

Ride with the No. 1 car insurer in Missouri.
With competitive rates and personal service, it’s no wonder more drivers trust State 

Farm®. As your local agent, I’m here to help life go right.®  LET’S TALK TODAY.

36 S Main Street, Liberty, MO 64068  
(816-255-2337)   

www.tracytucker.com

Now Serving Two CLAY COUNTY Locations

Tracy Tucker Ins Agcy Inc
Tracy Tucker CLU ChFC, Agent
751 Watson Drive, Kearney, MO 64060 • Bus: 816-903-5550

751D Watson Drive, Kearney, MO 64060  
(816-903-5550)   

www.tracytuckerinsures.com

C
H
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30
00

NOTHING BETTER THAN THE SMELL
of a clean house

GIFT CARDS
DEEP CLEANS
BIWEEKLY CLEANS
ENTERTAINMENT PACKAGE

LINDASCLEANINGKC.COM 816 935 2376

REFER A  
NEIGHBOR*

PICK YOUR REWARD

ALWAYS FREE ESTIMATES
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2024

• Specializing in Orthodontics for Adults and Children
• Complimentary Exam
• Metal Braces • Clear Braces • Aligners
• Saturday and Evening Appointments Available

Personalized Care for Smiles of All Ages

14 time
recipient of the“Best of the Northland”

award !

8407 N. Main St. • Kansas City, MO 64155
816-420-8100     www.KavanaughOrtho.com

C
H
-2
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20

Elevate Your Career with a Doctorate 
in Curriculum and Instruction

Accelerated Learning: 
Achieve your doctoral degree in a streamlined 
three-year program, designed for busy educators.

Embedded Dissertation: 
Our curriculum is strategically crafted to incorporate 
your dissertation research, providing comprehensive 
support throughout your studies.

Innovative Internships: 
Participate in unique internships that bolster your 
dissertation research and enhance your professional 
practice and classroom impact.

Cohort Model: 
Join a diverse cohort of educators from across 
the country, sharing insights and learning together 
under the guidance of seasoned faculty.

Fully Online: 
Study from anywhere 
while you continue your 
teaching career.

3-Year Completion: 
Fast-track your doctorate 
in just three years.

No GRE Required: 
Simplified admission process 
with the GRE waived.

PROGRAM FEATURES:COURSE HIGHLIGHTS:

Get Started Today:
Email:  
Sherri Martinie: martinie@ksu.edu
Visit: https://qrco.de/bfBiaw

Contact us today for assistance with your insurance needs
Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Medicare | Long Term Care

Jeff Watt
816-792-1415
The Watt Agency
1170 W Kansas St.
Suite M
Liberty, MO 64068
Right across the street 
from Clay County 
Savings Bank

jeff@thewattagency.net
ben@thewattagency.net

jessica@thewattagency.net
thewattagency.net

mymedicarekc.com
@jwfarmers & @thewattagency

Specializing in  
Oral & Cosmetic 

Surgery

LOOK AND 
FEEL YOUR 
VERY BEST

(816) 286-4126 
www.kansascitysurgicalarts.com
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VETERAN OWNED AND LOCALLY MANAGED

CLIMATE-CONTROLLED AND
STANDARD STORAGE UNITS

CLEAN, FENCED AND WELL LIT

attic-storage.com
CH-2527500

Attic Storage of Attic Storage of 
Liberty NorthLiberty North
701 N, Rte 291701 N, Rte 291

Liberty, MO 64068Liberty, MO 64068
(816) 781-0162(816) 781-0162

Attic Storage of Attic Storage of 
Liberty SouthLiberty South
317 N, Rte 291317 N, Rte 291

Liberty, MO 64068Liberty, MO 64068
(816) 781-0606(816) 781-0606

MCC-Maple Woods offers 120+ associate degrees and certificate programs including Agriculture, 
Business, Information Tech, and Veterinarian Tech. The College is committed to student success 
through experiential learning in partnership with meaningful community and campus engagement.

ANYWHERE
FROM HERE

CALL 816.604.1000
VISIT mcckc.edu

We also have short-term rental space for meetings, 
events, and trainings. 
 mw.events@mcckc.edu

A BEST MIDWESTERN COLLEGE
Undergraduate | Graduate | Doctoral

*From The Princeton Review’s Best Regional Colleges 2025. (c)2024 TPR 
Education. All rights reserved. Used under license.

stmary .edu
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Y O U R
P A T H W A Y  T O
T E A C H I N G
IS READY!

CHANGE CAREERS AND CHANGE LIVES
REGISTER NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION
Rated #12 by US News & World Report

MASTER OF ARTS
IN TEACHING DEGREE
online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching/
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Welcome to our Group of Physicians, 
Dr. Chris Reams



Your journey to better health is as unique as you are – so we deliver 
primary care with the personalized services you need, ensuring the 
premier patient experience you deserve.

With comprehensive services offered across our five Northland 
locations, quality care is always within reach. Our family medicine, 
internal medicine, pediatrics and urgent care teams connect your family 
to exceptional care and guidance for great health at every age.

libertyhospital.org/primarycare

This is where health happens.

This is where health happens.

care that’s designed for you 
and with you.

Your family’s guide 
to great health...

Liberty • Kearney • Shoal Creek • Excelsior Springs • Plattsburg
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