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Carolina Friends School is a 
vibrant and inclusive learning 
community empowering 
students to think critically, 
creatively, and independently. 
We foster active exploration 
and quiet reflection, individual 
endeavor and collaborative 
engagement. Inspired by Quaker 
values—pursuit of truth, respect 
for all, peaceful resolution of 
conflict, simplicity, the call to 
service—we teach our children 
that it is possible to change the 
world.
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During our Middle School Day of Action, students 
came together to sort and bag 40,000 pounds of 
local potatoes for the Society of St. Andrew. These 
potatoes immediately went to feed neighbors 
across the state—just in time for Thanksgiving.
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Friends,

We are midway through celebrating our 60th 
anniversary, and as I write this introduction, 
we’ve just celebrated two of my favorite 
traditions: the Upper School Winter Dance 
Concert and our all-community Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day program and afternoon 
of service. It’s so incredible to see the 
powerful ways in which we come together 
for expression, for solace, for joy, and to help 
one another. As a new presidency begins and 
we face a swiftly shifting landscape around 
so many issues—global conflicts, the role of 
technology in our lives, and the impacts of 
climate change—uncertainty and anxiety are 
among the feelings rising up for many.

This unsettled feeling, for me, has thrown 
an even brighter light on looking back over 
our last 60 years and looking ahead to many 
more decades to come. Since the 1960s, 
Carolina Friends School has persevered 
through incredible adversity, including 
bomb threats, for our intentional racial 
integration; the gas shortages of the 1970s, 
which required an impromptu busing service 
to be put together; and more recently, 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
times of trouble, the people of this learning 
community have come together in many 
ways, guided by Quaker values such as 
peaceful resolution of conflict, radical 
respect, and the importance of seeing the 
Light in each and every individual.

Modeling and teaching these values to our 
children feels like just the salve we need. It 
is such important work to provide not just 

an education but an environment where 
students are deeply seen, can develop their 
authentic selves, and receive the tools they 
need to become agents of change. This is 
imperfect work, and requires continuous 
examination, reflection, and revision. It also 
requires joy, wonder, and empathy. I feel so 
lucky to be a part of it.

The School could not have thrived over the 
years without the families who continue to 
choose us as trusted partners in raising their 
children, or the many who have gifted their 
time, talents, and resources. I want to thank 
each of you who have contributed to this 
strong foundation, and to all who are joining 
me now in envisioning an incredible future.

In this issue, you will find reflections 
on our past and examples of the ways 
in which our program continues to be 
thoughtfully shaped. I hope to see you 
in April for our official 60th Anniversary 
celebration weekend, including reunions, 
the FriendsFest music festival, and an all-
community Meeting for Worship.

Be well, and keep shining your Light!

Karen

A NOTE 	
FROM KAREN
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As part of their immersive study of 
instruments, our Chapel Hill Early 
Schoolers enjoyed a VIP experience 
with members of the UNC-Chapel Hill 
Marching Band. After an interactive 
show-and-tell, they scored front-row 
seats to a live performance featuring the 
iconic UNC fight song!
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At this year’s annual conference for the 
Association for Middle Level Education 
(AMLE), four past and present Carolina 
Friends Middle School teachers (pictured 
below)—Christel Butchart Greiner, Kate 
Pendergrass, Ruthie Allen, and Erin Linn—
took the stage to share their transformative 
approach to building a purposeful and 
inclusive orientation. Their message to 
educators and school leaders was clear: 
the first week of school is more than just 
a warm-up; it’s the foundation for a year 
of meaningful learning, connection, and 
growth.

For many schools, orientation is often 
overlooked, with educators eager to dive into 
class curricula. But as the Carolina Friends 
team emphasized, orientation shapes the 
tone for the entire year.

Rethinking the Traditional Model

Four years ago, during a typical Middle 
School orientation, Kate Pendergrass 
observed a “human bingo” game in action. 
The activity encouraged students to circulate 
the room, asking peers questions to fill their 
bingo cards. While many students thrived on 
the social energy, others clung to the walls, 
overwhelmed and uncertain.

It was a moment of reckoning. She and 
her colleagues began to ask: “Does this 
really work for everyone? Who are we 
unintentionally leaving out? How can we do 
better?”

Driven by these questions, a working group 
spent a year researching, reflecting, and 
reimagining orientation. Their goal? To 
create an experience that fostered true 
belonging for all.

Centering Marginalized Voices

The group drew inspiration from the works of 
bell hooks including Teaching Community: A 
Pedagogy of Hope and Belonging: A Culture 
of Place. hooks’s philosophy emphasizes 
accessibility and centering those in the 
margins, a practice that ultimately benefits 
the entire community.

“We held the image of inclusivity versus 
belonging,” Greiner explains. “Inclusivity says, 
‘Hey, pull up a chair to this table.’ Belonging 
says, ‘We created this spot at the table just 
for you.’”

Guided by this principle, the team identified 
groups most often marginalized at School: 
students with disabilities, students of color, 
students from working-class families, and 
queer-identifying students.

They then designed an orientation that 
intentionally centered these groups, 
ensuring that every student felt seen, 
supported, and valued.

Practical Steps Toward Belonging

The revamped orientation includes several 
key innovations:

CREATING A CULTURE OF 

BELONGING
Rethinking the Traditional Middle School Orientation
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1. Starting with connection, not content: 
While classes begin on the first day, 
academic instruction waits. Instead, time is 
devoted to building small communities and 
fostering meaningful connections.

2. Explicitly teaching “how we do things”: 
Standardized presentations in every class to 
ensure all students receive clear, consistent 
information about school norms and 
expectations.

3. Adding structure to unstructured 
time: Optional activities during breaks 
provide students—especially those who feel 
overwhelmed—a safe and welcoming space 
to recharge or connect.

Transformative Outcomes

The impact of these intentional changes 
has been profound, both academically and 
behaviorally.

“When students feel a sense of safety 
and connection, they’re set up to excel 
academically,” explained Greiner. “They can 
focus on learning rather than worrying, ‘Do I 
belong here?’”

Kate Pendergrass noted improvements in 
behavior as well. “Kids now have a clearer 
understanding of what’s expected of 

them. They aren’t left guessing or pushing 
boundaries, which has reduced disruptions 
and created a more harmonious learning 
environment.”

The care and intention for this foundational 
week seems to be resonating with the 
students.

Erin Linn recalled a moment she shared with 
a new student on the last day of orientation. 
The student said, “My worst day here so far 
was better than my best day at my 
old school.’”

A Commitment to Growth

By reimagining orientation through the 
lens of belonging, Carolina Friends School 
is setting a powerful example of what’s 
possible when schools prioritize the mental, 
emotional, and academic well-being of every 
student.

After two pilot years, they continue to reflect, 
and adapt their approach, always centering 
the evolving needs of their students.

“We’re not going to solve every problem,” 
said Linn. “But we’re determined to always 
keep trying.”

— Erin Reitz Adams

During orientation week, each new student is paired with a Fourth Year mentor. From lunch hang-
outs to weekly check-ins, these mentors help create a space where newcomers feel a sense of 
belonging. This practice has been so valued, the Upper School has adopted it too.
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EXPLORING OUR MLK DAY TRADITION
Former Staffer Dee Dudley-Mayfield Reflects on Decades of Our Annual Event

Carolina Friends School was founded 
upon the belief that “there is that of God 
in everyone.” This belief spoke to me as a 
young graduate of North Carolina Central 
University. When I joined the Carolina Friends 
community in 1976, segregation was not too 
far in our rearview mirror. Many early Friends 
remember when there were two public 
school buses that traveled down Friends 
School Road in those early years. The first was 
a large, rumbling bus with white children 
being taken to their prospective schools. 
The second, and smaller, bus transported 
the Black children to their school—it always 
honked its horn as it crossed the narrow 
bridge near the Klopfers’ house.

Although I joined the Carolina Friends staff 
with pride for its history and conscious 
engagement in civil rights work, I was initially 
less inclined to promote my Blackness as a 
community member. As I first volunteered 

to be on the MLK Day planning committee, 
I chose to stay in the background so as not 
to be looked to as an “authority” because of 
my Blackness. But I began to reflect on ways 
in which anything we offer becomes more 
powerful and authentic when it is shared 
from a lived experience. Being one of only a 
few African American staff members during 
those early years, I came to recognize that 
I could not separate who I was and what I 
lived day in and day out as a Black woman 
in the South from what my new employer 
was expecting from me. I committed to fully 
bringing my whole self to my teaching.

When Martin Luther King Day was first 
observed as a national holiday in 1986, 
Carolina Friends School did not join other 
schools in having a day off to attend 
other community celebrations. Rather, 
we dedicated the day to celebrating and 
educating the students, staff, and the 

Dee Dudley-Mayfield performing with the Community Choir during the 2014 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day celebration. Photo by Satsuki “Sunshine” Scoville ’79.
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neighboring community. The annual 
celebration began as a small gathering 
where children would sing and give 
speeches, and staff and classroom teachers 
taught lessons. As the years progressed, 
guest speakers were invited to share 
their experiences or teach us about the 
struggles for equality during the dark times 
in our history. These guests ranged from 
Chuck Davis, an African American dancer 
and choreographer, to Joan Trumpauer 
Mulholland, who was a cohort of John Lewis 
and a former freedom rider. Before long, 
the Mt. Sinai Baptist Choir became a big 
part of the school celebration. Their riveting 
rhythm and songs drew in the multiracial 
neighborhood community. Over time, other 
staff and CFS family members joined the 
Mt. Sinai Baptist group and the Community 
Choir emerged.

For me, the MLK Day celebration and 
service feels like the warmth of a church 

revival—held to inspire or reawaken the 
spiritual vigor of a group of believers. It 
involves many people gathered and working 
together for change with a shared sense of 
hope and renewal for our weary hearts. The 
struggles in our social fabric continue to 
reveal themselves. With that understanding, 
it is my prayer for renewed commitment to 
celebrating the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

This joyful yearly celebration evolved thanks 
to families, staff, and community outreach 
and participation. The artwork, poetry, and 
other contributions of the students to this 
day particularly spur me onward. When I 
hear their words, my confidence and resolve 
grow with a newfound focus. I believe Dr. 
King’s dream gets wings every time we hear 
youth join their voices to the movement.

— Dee Dudley-Mayfield

Dancer and choregrapher Chuck “Baba Chuck” Davis leads community dancers during the 
2008 Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration. Photo by Laura Shmania.
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MLK DAY 2025
Thank you to everyone who filled the Gym with 
music and reflection—and to those who volunteered 
time in service to local nonprofits after the 
ceremony. Together, may we carry the Light forward.

Photos by Satsuki “Sunshine” Scoville ’90
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UPDATE ON 
UPPER SCHOOL 
FACILITIES
As part of the ongoing Main 
Campus planning project, work on 
planning new Upper School facilities 
has continued. At the start of the 
school year, a steering committee 
began meeting, composed of four 
trustees, five students, and eight 
staff members—mostly Upper School 
teaching staff—clerked by Upper 
School Head Teacher Jon Lepofsky 
and architect Ellen Weinstein of 
withArchitecture. The group has been 
meeting regularly after school to review 
renderings from the architects and 
provide feedback, ask questions, and 
discuss possibilities. 

Based on feedback from the Upper 
School students and staff, the 
committee has decided on a general 
footprint for the new facilities. It is still 
reviewing ideas and plans for individual 
buildings and the locations of certain 
features, including potentially realizing 
the “arts village” concept that was 
originally drawn up to surround the 
Performing Arts Center.

Ellen and Jon have met with various 
staff members (the performing arts 
teachers in particular) to get input on 
specialized spaces. Some members 
of the steering committee have 
also visited nearby schools to view 
possibilities for science teaching 
spaces, common areas, and overall 
design features. More detailed plans for 
the interiors of the new facilities, from 
classrooms to common areas, will be 
drawn up. The plan is to conclude the 
design phase by this summer.

— Katherine Weaver Scott
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SHAPING FUTURE LEADERS

Melissa Zemon’s Upper School “Election 2024” class 
spent the fall analyzing current political campaigns 
and applying their learning in a real-world election 
simulation that included a voter registration drive, 
speechwriting, fundraising, and more. “I was so 
proud to witness how our students showed up,” 
reflected Melissa. “Both candidates had their 
positions challenged in ways that helped them and 
their parties reflect on the knowledge and courage 
it takes to be a public leader. Our students are 
winning all around.”
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LOWER SCHOOL VOICES ADVOCATE FOR  

TRUTH AND HEALING
At Carolina Friends School, students are 
encouraged to think deeply, ask hard 
questions, and engage genuinely with the 
world around them. This approach is woven 
into the Lower School experience, where 
young learners explore not just Quaker 
philosophy, but how Quakerism relates to 
diverse cultures and perspectives. 

In 2023, Lower School educator James Rees 
participated in an online workshop called 
“Toward Right Relationship with Native 
Peoples,” led by Quaker Peace Teams. The 
workshop shed light on the intersections 
between Quakers and Indigenous peoples, 
especially the role of Quaker Meetings in 
operating Indigenous boarding schools. 
Between 1869 and the 1960s, Quakers 
operated more than 30 boarding schools 
as part of a government-backed effort to 
forcibly assimilate Native American children.

These boarding schools subjected children 
to harsh physical punishments, forced labor, 
and cultural erasure, all under the guise 
of “civilizing” them. Today, Quakers are 

beginning to confront their complicity in 
what is now recognized as cultural genocide. 
For James, this history was not just a subject 
for personal reflection—it was a story he 
felt his students could learn from. It’s an 
academic lesson, but also a springboard for 
conversations about cultural respect and 
intention versus impact.

Striking images and quotes from the 
boarding school era left a lasting impression 
on James, particularly the contrast between 
Quaker leaders’ self-assured justifications 
and the profound grief of Indigenous 
families. The challenge, however, was 
adapting this heavy history for nine- and ten-
year-olds.

“I think there’s a big shift from Third to 
Fourth Years,” James shared. “Fourth Years 
have shown time and time again that they 
are really capable of thinking big about 
history and seeing a story from multiple 
perspectives.”

James and his colleagues tailored the 
content to be developmentally appropriate 

REFLECTION AND ACTION

Each student’s personalized letter 
to a Quaker Meeting included:

•	 Examples of good and harmful 
interactions between Quakers 
and Native Americans

•	 An example of what Quakers 
should have done differently

•	 A suggestion for what Quakers 
should do now to repair harm

•	 A question about what the 
Meeting House has already done

•	 A hope for the future
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for young children, balancing hard history 
with supportive framing to help Third and 
Fourth Years process their learning and focus 
on hope and action for the future.

Alongside learning about the painful legacy 
of Native peoples’ forced displacement, 
students explored historic and modern-day 
stories celebrating the richness of Indigenous 
cultures and peoples.

“Most of my students don’t identify as 
Quaker, but they take pride in being at a 
Quaker school,” James shared. “Connecting 
to Indigenous peoples and then confronting 
the role Quakers played in their oppression 
is unsettling. It’s hard to be a kid and process 
that kids their age were treated so cruelly.”

To deepen the conversation, the classes 
invited Lauren Brownlee, former Carolina 
Friends Upper School Head Teacher and now 
Deputy General Secretary for the Friends 
Council on National Legislation (FCNL), to 
speak to them via Zoom. Brownlee described 
the FCNL’s efforts lobbying Congress to 
establish a Commission for Truth and 
Healing Act that would address the boarding 

schools’ legacy. The Commission aims to 
comprehensively investigate the 523 known 
Indian boarding schools that operated in the 
United States, report on their devastating 
impact, and map out a plan for healing and 
restitution. Her words inspired students to 
track the bill’s progress and write to Congress 
when it is up for consideration in Spring 2025.

In the meantime, the class launched a letter-
writing campaign to Quaker Meetings across 
North America, asking for reflection and 
engagement with this history. These letters 
have sparked meaningful exchanges, drawing 
responses from local communities, including 
Chapel Hill and Durham, to distant ones, 
including Toronto.

For the students, the campaign was not just 
an exercise in grappling with difficult truths, 
but a step toward making a difference. 

“It means a lot to our young students to be 
taken seriously,” James said. “And they should 
be.” 
 
			               — Erin Reitz Adams

GET INVOLVED

READ: Finding Right 
Relations: Quakers, 

Native Americans, and 
Settler Colonialism 
offers a primer on 
Quakers’ complex 
relationship with 

Native Americans and 
explores a path  
toward healing.

WRITE: In December 
2024, the Senate 

unanimously passed 
the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 

Boarding School Policies 
Act (H.R. 7227, S.1723). 
Now, it’s time to urge 
your representatives 

to do the same. 

ENGAGE: Tell your 
community about 

this critical initiative, 
and follow the Friends 

Committee on National 
Legislation and The 

National Native American 
Boarding School Healing 

Coalition for future  
calls to action.
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ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE

What Do Families Need to Know?

When it comes to the anxieties of parents 
and caregivers, some issues come and go in 
time. One topic that has stayed consistently 
near the top, despite (or maybe because of) 
the ways in which it is constantly changing, 
is the impact of personal technology on 
adolescents and teens. My own children 
were growing up during the beginning 
of the technology wave, but as a teacher 
and administrator, I’ve seen an incredible 
increase in technology usage and impact. 
While technology does provide us with many 
powerful and useful tools that we want to 
embrace in the classroom, we do a disservice 
to our students, their families, and ourselves 
if we wrap our arms around technology 
without careful thought and planning. 

Artificial Intelligence and Schools

Among the more recent concerns regarding 
technology in students’ lives is the advent 
of easily accessible and nuanced artificial 
intelligence (AI). In a recent Pew Research 
survey of US teenagers, 19% said they have 
used AI to help them with their homework, 
and 39% said using AI is acceptable to help 
them solve math problems. Moreover, 92% 
of teachers have varying degrees of doubt 
about the usefulness of the technology. We 
know that AI is here to stay, and will always 
be changing. As a school we have to do our 
best to stay ahead of the curve and also to be 
transparent with families about how we’re 
teaching children to interact with AI. 

In my role as Assistant Head of School at 
Carolina Friends School, I think it’s important 
to look at AI use from both a student-user 
perspective and a teacher-user perspective, 
as the two are closely connected. What is 
true in both situations is that AI shouldn’t 
just be relied upon; its use requires careful 
thought and the processing and filtering of 

information gleaned from it. It’s important 
that we create a culture of curiosity rather 
than one of fear, particularly for the adults in 
our community. We also want to be sure we, 
as teachers and adults, are not embracing 
AI unquestioningly. AI is meant to be an 
iterative process, but you can only use it 
properly if you are well trained in its use. 
We want our students to enter the world as 
high-end AI users. Any school’s response to 
AI’s impact on student learning has to be 
centered on teaching students how to be 
critical users of AI as an information tool, 
and not use it exclusively as a research tool. 
(In the same Pew Research survey, 69% of 
teenagers said it’s acceptable to use AI as a 	
research tool.)

Our students (and we ourselves) need to be 
able to differentiate between the function of 
a search engine and that of large language 
models like ChatGPT, which are nothing 
more than an amalgamation of internet 
data. What comes through AI like ChatGPT 
might be easily accessible, but it is not 
necessarily true or accurate. For research, it’s 
important to be able to trace the source of 
one’s information. 

As students use AI carefully and thoughtfully, 
they will realize that what they are using is 
a flawed system that needs to be filtered. 
In one recent survey, only 18% of teachers 
nationally are using AI in the classroom. 
Among those that aren’t, it’s not necessarily 
because they don’t know how to, but 
perhaps because they are afraid of it. If we 
don’t teach our students what AI is and 
how to use it well, we are doing them a 
disservice. But we are also potentially doing 
a disservice to ourselves; AI has some really 
interesting potential for helping teachers and 
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administrators do our jobs better. And that 
could be a good thing! 

A common obstacle to effectively harnessing 
data is the lack of sufficient human resources 
to analyze it meaningfully. I’ve seen some 
fascinating work being done around AI’s 
ability to sift through quantitative data. The 
results still should be checked by humans, 
but AI can be incredibly helpful to schools 
that want to better use the data they are 
already collecting. AI can also be a tool to 
help generate ideas for lesson plans and as a 
brainstorming partner for potential activities 
in the classroom. There’s no ethical issues 
that I see in using it as a thought generator, 
to find patterns within data, or ask specific 
queries in order to get fresh ideas. 

Many schools are drafting policies on 
students’ use of AI for schoolwork. The 
best, most effective policies will be the 
ones that are nimble, that can be changed 
as technology evolves. There’s been a lot 
of talk about AI in light of plagiarism, and 
specifically the role it could play in college 
admissions. Some college admissions offices 
say they know when an essay is generated 
by AI, but I’m not completely sure that’s true. 
Some colleges invite applicants to use AI as 
long as that is indicated as a source or tool. 

At Carolina Friends School, we’ve very 
intentionally allowed our teachers to explore 
AI usage at their own pace based on their 
needs and curiosities. For instance, two 
teachers in our Upper School’s language arts 
program received a curriculum grant this 
summer to develop an AI policy, with the 
idea that it could be the basis for something 
shared across other subject areas and units. 
They’ve already uncovered some great 
research on AI’s advantages and potential 
pitfalls. Our Middle School head teacher 
and librarian have been exploring ways we 
can use AI strategically while also teaching 
students to be critical users. An organization 
called One Schoolhouse has been a great 
resource for some of our teachers and 
head teachers. This fall, we’re taking the 
conversation school-wide so we can address 

the needs of teachers and students at each 
developmental level. 

Thus far, we’ve hesitated to create a top-
down AI policy, in part because that’s not our 
method of making decisions; as a Quaker 
school, we are built on a shared commitment 
to the continual revelation of truth, and 
invite multiple perspectives. It’s also in part 
because technology is changing so quickly. 
The landscape is constantly evolving, and it’s 
on us as educators to continually examine 
what’s happening in real time. 

Still, we want to be open to any technology—
including AI—that supports diverse ways of 
teaching and learning, and we want students 
to leave our school feeling equipped and 
confident in using technology for the 	
greater good.  

Partnering with Families

We know it’s our job as educators to scaffold 
AI skills in our classrooms, but as with any 
aspect of a whole-child education, it is 
important for parents and caretakers to 
be curious about this topic as well. You 
should feel empowered to ask questions 
about recommendations for AI use at 
home, whether your school has policies or 
frameworks around AI use in general, and 
how it’s being taught in the classrooms. It’s 
a bit like when smartphones showed up: 
families felt completely caught off guard and 
students knew more about the technology 
than their parents and guardians (which is 
almost always true!). It is important to keep 
working at it, because the outcomes will be 
better if children are aware their families are 
having these conversations and asking these 
questions.

— John Sharon, Assistant Head 
for Teaching and Learning

“We know that AI is 
here to stay, and will 
always be changing.”  
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LILLIE PATTERSON 
WATSON’S LEGACY
Ms. Lillie was the matriarch 
of her family, of Mt. Sinai 
Baptist Church, and of the 
Mt. Sinai community.  Her 
life (October 30, 1931–May 
13, 2024) was very full. In 
the 1960s, Carolina Friends 
School started just down 
the road from her home, 
and, over time, nine of her 
grandchildren graduated 
from Carolina Friends. 
Special thanks to Henry 
Walker for gathering 
reflections from Ms. Lillie’s 
family, highlighting our 
School’s impact—made 
possible by her unwavering 
dedication.

THOMAS PATTERSON
Ms. Lillie, our cherished 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother, 
departed this life on May 
13, 2024, at the age of 
92. Her passing, though 
unexpected, has left us 
with countless treasured 
memories. 

One of her greatest 
accomplishments was 
raising eight children, a feat 
she achieved with grace 
and resilience. Through 
life’s challenges, Ms. Lillie 
exemplified courage, 
determination, and dignity.

EVIAN PATTERSON ’98  
Carolina Friends School has 
been more than a school for 
me; it has been a compass 
guiding me through a 
life dedicated to learning, 
service, and the celebration 
of diversity. 

NIA PATTERSON ’99   

Friends School taught 
me the profound value of 
love. We were more than 
just classmates; we were 
family, taking care of each 
other in a way that went 
beyond mere friendships. It 
was about genuinely caring 
for one another as family 
does. 

DARIUS WATSON ’08  

One of the things I learned 
from my time at CFS was 
my sense of individuality 
and the ability to explore 
and expand nearly any 
interest I had. I cherish the 
memory of expressing my 
creativity in many moments 
I had during my seven years 
at Carolina Friends.

DESMOND WATSON ’11
One of the skills I have taken 
with me is the ability to 
“settle in.” As I have gotten 
older, it’s became a tool for 
centering myself. Before 
work, at any point in the 
day/week, in a stressful 
situation or even non- 
stressful situation, I use it.  

JAMILAH WATSON ’12	
As a child, I struggled to find 
a place among my peers 
as I navigated blossoming 
into my identity as a queer, 
Black, woman of color. My 
family and the community 
at Carolina Friends provided 
me with the opportunity to 
do that. 

JAYLAN WATSON ’16	

What I learned from 
Carolina Friends is that you 
can find common ground 
with anyone regardless 
of age, gender, sex, and 
religion. It also taught me to 
be 100% myself, even when 
it feels foreign. 

JMAR WILLIAMS ’02	
My experience at Carolina 
Friends has greatly 
benefited me in my adult 
life, enabling me to form 
friendships with people 
of any race, religion, 
or background, etc. It 
taught me to be open-
minded and welcoming to 
everyone, regardless of our 
differences.

JAZMUN WILLIAMS ’10	

Among the things Carolina 
Friends taught me is the 
importance of respecting 
all people, of a strong 
sense of community, and 
of service and giving back. 
Silent reflecting helped me 
to develop self-awareness, 
clarity, and the confidence 
to share my talents and not 
miss great opportunities. 

JUSTIN WILLIAMS ’14  
Attending Carolina Friends 
taught me the value 
of integrity, simplicity, 
community, peaceful 
resolution of conflict, and 
silent reflection. These 
lessons guide me daily 
and help me to contribute 
positively to my community.
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NEWS & UPDATES 
Charlotte Shoneman ’01 
graduated from UNC-Chapel 
Hill in May 2024 with a master’s 
degree in social work (MSW). She 
is now working as a clinical social 
worker providing psychotherapy 
to adolescents and adults. She 
lives with her husband and two 
children (age 12 and 15) in Wake 
County. 

Mallory Konell ’04 (also a former 
Middle School teacher) and Nico 
Boyd welcomed Milo Harrison 
Boyd on September 1, 2024. All are 
well and thriving in Los Angeles, 
CA. Mallory has just returned to 
teaching math and social studies.

Jaylen Harrell ’20 now 
works at ESPN.

Mallory Konell ’04 gave 
birth last September.

Jaylen Harrell ’20 is now a 
production assistant with ESPN, 
based in Bristol, Connecticut. 
While at UNC, Jaylen gained 
production experience with 
Inside Carolina and Go Heels 
Productions. Jaylen also joined us 
(remotely) for the January “Life 
After CFS” panel.

IN MEMORIAM 
We are saddened to share the 
news from Lisa Hess ’89 that her 
uncle, John (Johnny) Long ’78, 
passed away on January 6, 2025. 

At this winter’s alumni 
volleyball game.

Alumni at the annual basketball (top) and ultimate (below)
pickup games over Winter Break. Many thanks to all of the 
alumni who joined us and helped organize!
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Anonymous Donors
Erin Adams
Marty Adams
Dan and Kate Ahlport
Erica and Josh Alexander
Laurence Anderson ’80 and Thressa 
    Anderson
Richard Anderson and Ryeon Corsi
Allen Anderson and Tama 
    Hochbaum
Marcia Angle and Mark Trustin
Brenna Ariza-McColl
Frank and Beth Arnold
Matt Arnold and David Y. Oh
Christine Ashley and Mark Shanahan
Madelyn Ashley
Atomic Properties
Rachel and Alex Auriti
Matthew and Tiana Ayotte
Philip Azar
John and Aminda Baird
Bank of America Foundation
Jeff and Casey Banta
John and Ann Barber
Susan and Dan Barco
Michael Barefoot
Leslie and Ken Bassinger
Bryan and Emily Baylor
Linda C. Belans and Jim Lee
John Bell and Judy Whisnant
Allegra Berry ’14
Camille Berry
Cesanne and Chris Berry
Dianne Bertsch
Bertsch Family Charitable 		   
    Foundation, Inc
Seamus and Deepa Bhatt-Mackin
Neil and Kersten Biehn
Jay Bigelow
Mike and Melissa Bishop
Bill Blackman
Tabitha Blackwell
Rainer Blaesius
Sheila Blake
Elson and Cheryle Oshman Blunt
Hally Bohs ’13 and Fernando Cordero
Arty and Cheryl Bolick
Tom Bond and Karen Curtin
Ann Borden ’92 and John Fisher
Dot Borden
John Borden ’79 and Carole Borden
Stephen Borden ’94 and 
    Kelly Borden
William Borden ’80 and Lisa Borden
Jess and Kristin Bowers
Erin Boyle ’13
Lauren Boyle ’18
Michael and Laura Brader-Araje

Donna Bravo and Stephen Beatrous
David Brehmer and Megan                 
    Matchinske
Cathy and David Bridge
Catherine Brinson and Warren Kibbe
Lauren Brownlee
Janie Bryant
Norm Budnitz
Barbara and Peter Burkholder
Kristen Burkholder ’77
Lisanne Burkholder ’80
Christel and Charlie Butchart
Junius Campbell
Margy and Ed Campion
Lisa Wilson Carboni and 
    Mike Carboni
Linda Carmichael
Carolyn W. & Charles T. Beaird Family             
    Foundation
Thomas and Susan Carson
Willette Carter
Amy Catlin
Annie and Tom Caulkins
Charles Chace and Tricia Mesigian
Cheryl Chandler
Elizabeth Chandler
Madi Chandler ’19
Chapel Hill Friends Meeting
Bob Chapman and Vicky Patton
Drew Charles ’24
Jamie Charles
Dave Cherry
Wayne Cherry and Mary Rushing
David and Jenn Chottiner
Margareta Claesson
Amy and Marshall Clark
Polly and Kevin Clark
David and Lisa Morss Clarke
Hannah Morss Clarke
Anthony L. Clay and Bo Newsome
Tommy and Dorothy Clay
Julia Cleaver ’76 and Bill Cleaver
Betsy Cloues
Mary and Ed Cloues
Matt and Sarah Cloues
Aileen and Chris Clougherty
Christen Clougherty ’97 and Gerome 
    Temple
Jo and Marc Cohen
Cecil and Stephanie Cohn
Ken Colton ’74 and Ellen Colton
Barbara Conger and Alan Konell
Wynne Cook
Gloria Coruzzi and Douglas Daly
Laura and Ed Cousineau
Cindy Covington
Deron Coy and Erica Davis
Dora Crews

William Cross ’96 and Kimberly Hirsh
Ed Crouch and Rebecca McGrail
Bill Cruce and Sherry Stuesse
Elise Cumberbatch ’19
Karen and Cleon Cumberbatch
John Currie
Kenny Dalsheimer and Marybeth 
    Dugan
Robert S. Dalton
Philip Daluge ’94
Kathleen Davidson
Gordon Davies and Elizabeth Brinson
Mark DeBenedette and Kim Sulman
Michele Hageman DeCamp and         
    Bryan DeCamp
Mary DeCoster
Dianna Delossantos
Jenni Detwiler ’81
John and Cindy DiLiberti
Linda Dixon
Sallie Dixon
Laura Douglas
Eric Downing and Nancy Daukas
Jessica Downing ’08
Cynthia Drake
Matt and Lynn Drake
Raenel Duncan-Edmonds
Natalie and Daniel Dunn
Robin Dunn
Lauren and Matt Durden
Durham Friends Meeting
Drew and Sarah Durlacher
Annie Dwyer and Tom Shewey
Cathy and Jim Dykes
Sara and Robinson Earle
Marcia Eickmeier
James Ellis ’88 and Betsy Ellis
Mary Deb Englund
Sue and Tom Eppenstein
Brittany Erickson
Jessica Eustice ’79
Fred and Libby Eustis
Michael and Jeanne Evers
Jerry and Anna Faatiliga
Todd Fabec
Selena Faith ’17
Jamar Farrington
Katie Faulkner ’93
Timothy Feeney and Margo Nathan
Nona Fine
Bradley Finegood
Bernie and Shari Fischer
Gary and Ellen Fischer
Dan and Kristin Fisher
Robin Forester Kauff and Noah Kauff
Robbie Forrest
Mary and Dan Forringer

THANK YOU, DONORS!
On behalf of all who benefit from your generosity, thank you to all of our community 
members who have chosen to support Carolina Friends School by making a financial 
contribution. Because of you, we are well positioned to prepare our students to change 
the world for six more decades and beyond. The donors listed below have given since 
July 2023 and include 104 households who prefer to remain anonymous.  
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Elias Lee Francis and Liza 		      
    Wolff-Francis
Matt Frank and Laura Sell
Jeff and Landa Freeman
Patti Freeman Behzad ’76
Kaitlin Friedman ’03 and Andy Cino
Rob Fudge ’74 and Steven 
    Kretzmann
Tom Fuldner
Sara Gabrielson ’08
Eric Garner ’80 and Joan Garner
Tullio and Cindi Gatti
Lisa and Justin Gehtland
Buff Gibson
Natalie Gilbert
George Gildehaus ’15
James H. Gilkeson
Anne Elizabeth and Frank Gillam
Carter Gillam ’32
Dottie Gillam ’35
Mary Gillam
Raphael Ginsberg and Emily Coward
Hana Ginsburg Tirosh ’00 and 
    Raz Tirosh
Lee Glenn
Mike and Jane Goetz
Steve Goldberg and Jocelyn Glazier
Tom Golding and Toni Valakas
Allison and Glenn Goldman
Dani Goldsmith ’82 and 
    Karen Goldsmith
Dorene Goodfriend
Mark and Jean Goodwillie
Nora Goodwin and Bill Costello
Alex and Ann Gordon
John Gordon ’98 and Catherine Liu
Karl Gottschalk and Dorothy E. Pugh
Terry and Joe Graedon
Thomas Graham
Bill Graves and Barbara Biamonte
Elaine and Walter Greiner
Johanna Grimes
Billie and Kennis Grogan
Jeff Guilford
Katie Gustafson and Ron Westlund
Jon and Karen Guze
Tessa Guze
MJ and Terry Hackney
David and Nancy Haines
Chip Hale
Maidi Hall
Pete Hall
Suzanne and Richard Hallquist
Mike Hanas
Annie Hanson
Richard and Clare Hardy
Caroline Harris ’70
Jessica Harris ’00
Jason and Elizabeth Hart
Josh Hartford and Sheilah Thomas
Fletcher Hassenfelt
Mig Little Hayes and Michael Hayes
Nancy and Jack Hayes
Mary Susan Heath
John Heffernan
Jim Henderson and Jan Tedder
Dottie Heninger
Mike Hennessy
Heritage Saw & Mower
Dale and Gann Herman
Mimi Herman ’80

Hilda Herzfeld
Ed and Michelle Hetherington
Sheila Hill ’78
Steve Hirsch ’76 and Beth Blevins
John and Kate Hoagland
Wayne and Dale Holden
Don and Liz Holt
Harriet Hopkins
Phillip Horner ’03
Fran Houck ’83
Laura Howes and Charles Biggs
Jesse Huddleston
Robert Hudson
Carrie Huff
Emily Hull-Ryde and Bill Webster
Jo Ann Hundley and Joe Kirstein
John and Linda Hunter
Elizabeth and Kevin Hunter 
    Kesling ’02
Bill and Nicole Hurd
Coleman Ikenberry ’13
David Ikenberry ’80 and Leon 
    Ikenberry
Logan Ikenberry ’15
Catherine Isaac
Laura Jackson ’80 and Jim Biddell
Stephen and Kay Jacobsen
Ian and Johanna Jennings
Ginger Jobson
Gil and Joyce Johnson
Scottie Sparks Johnson and Will 
    Johnson
Tommy Johnson and Beth Ann 
    Brubaker
Danielle Johnson-Webb
David Jolly
Erin Juliano
Mari Jurgenson
Annie Kao
Jen and Omer Katzir
Alice Keighton
Steve Keighton ’82 and Debbie 
    Keighton
Scott and Sarah Keller
Barbara Kelly
Harris and Alice Kennedy
Lisa Shea Kennedy ’76 and Thomas 
    Kennedy
Mr. Andrew Kennedy and Dr. 
    Jacqueline Olich
Mark Kernodle and Kristina Sigmon
Simone and Brad Kershner
Pete Kiehart ’04
Blaise and Cathy Kielar
Shyanne Klongerbo ’33
Martha and Peter Klopfer
Kathy and Kris Koechling
Phil and Pat Kosdan
Cindy and Mark Kuhn
Carol Lachenman and Michael Owen
Steve and Amanda Lacoff
John D. and Teresa Ladd
Laura Lamberson
Susanna Lambert
Lisa Lanier
Carole Lannon and Jonathan Butters
Julee LaPorte and Delaney DeJean
Rick and Cynthia Larrick
Rebecca Laszlo ’80 and Sara 
    Intriligator
Bob Lathrop and Paula Lathrop

David and Becky Laudicina
Lisa and Ben LaVange
Rob LaVelle and Kirsten Krueger ’86
Brandon Lawrence
Howard Lawrence
Lazard Asset Management
Debra Leist
Jim Lent and Christina Christopoulos
Jon Lepofsky and Sadie Bauer ’93
Brooks Lester
Liz Lindahl
Phyllis Liner
Erin Linn
Emily Liu ’28
Robert Liu
Tian Liu and Wendy Wang
Cortney Lo
Kathleen Lord
Marcy Lowe and Peter Skillern
Kathy Lucente
Clark Luikart
Emily Lunne
Kent Lyle ’90
Anna and Chris Lynch
Kevin Magill and Wenny Wigley
Jean-Marie Maillard and Maureen 
    Corbett
Pat Mann and Pam Schwingl
Phillip and Diane Manning
Joe and Melissa Marion
Bob and Doris Marshall
Maggie Martone
JoEllen and Tammy Mason
Bettie Sue Masters
Dustin Maurice and Molly 
    Cronenwett
Jasper Mayer ’22
Henry and Grace McCarthy
Janice McCarthy
Kevin McClain and Donna King
Wendy and Pope McCorkle
Shawn McCraw
Dina McCullough and Jennifer Liner
Varnell McDonald-Fletcher
Janis McFarland and Rich 
    McLaughlin
Nancy and Sebastian McGilvary
Amy McGovern and Christopher 
    Lathrop
Erin McGovern ’00 and Mike Simpson
John McGovern and Nancy 
    Grebenkemper
Jonathan McGovern ’97 and Katy 
    Osborne
John McGowan and Jane 
    Danielewicz
Fred McIntyre
Karen and Hunt McKinnon
Mary McMorris and Lenny Santoro
James McNeil ’95 and Debi McNeil
Kathleen McNeil
Gianna Menapace-Drew ’81 and John 
    Drew
Cheryl Meyer
Gale Meyer ’70 and Bill Meyer
Joel Meyer
Lauree Hersch Meyer
Shayne and Rebekah Miel
Claire Millar
Scott Miller and Coco McKeown
Susan and Joshua Miller



22	 WE & THEE | WINTER 2025

Lory Mills
Cheryl and Tom Mitchell-Olds
Simone Mix and Evan Mix
Sophia Molina
Mandy Monroe
Hallie Montgomery ’91
Hopie Mooney ’97
Mikaela Moracco-Schelp ’13
Bonnie Morris ’79
Carol Morton
Sheila Mott
Joe Mottola
Susan and Stuart Nathan
Natasha Nazareth
Vasanthi P. Nazareth and Glen Coelho
NC Yearly Meeting of Friends 
    (Conservative)
Mars Nealson
Juli Neumark
Alistair Nevius
Doug and Sybil Newman
Kate Newman
Jen and Lawrence Ngo
Fred and Mary Nijhout
Monique Nijhout-Rowe ’95 and Danial 
    Nijhout-Rowe
North Carolina Tennis Association
Susan Novak and Adam Dickinson
Jean F. O’Barr
Bill O’Connor
Jack and Jean Olich
Karen O’Neal ’82 and Joanna Parker
Rafy Orenstein
Sara and Demos Orphanides
Nisha O’Shea
Vera Owens
Rebecca Palmer
Jason Parker ’05 and Crystal Parker
Jon Parker and Mari Marsh
Maggie Parker ’07 and Benjamin 
    Dunbar
Patricia Parker
Carol and Bob Passmore
Loren Passmore ’90 and Kusia 
    Hreshchyshyn
Jim Pearce and Jennie Riley
Kate and Hathaway Pendergrass
Terry and Libby Pendergrast
Mercedes and Carlos Perez-Heydrich
Steve Phelps
Ida Phillips and Fletcher Fairey
Ben Philpot and Joy Martin
Aidan Piontak ’22
Carolyn Pittman
Judy Plemons
Martin Poleski
Misi Polgar ’80 and Michele 
    Schasberger
Kathryn Pollak
Karen Popp and MC Ragsdale
Christine Powell
Abby Presson
Jane Price
Caitlin Prillaman ’05
Renee Prillaman and Hugh 
    Meriwether
Ruth Prillaman
LaManda Pryor
Psychoanalytic Center of the Carolinas
Kenneth Pugh

Judy Purvis
Nancy Rabinovitz and Charles Berlin
Janice Radway
Carla Merino Rajme and Alejandro 
    Correa Ibarguengoitia
Becky Ranson ’79 and Lester Ranson
David Rasch and Elizabeth Bucholz
Peko and Jenn Rasic
Mark Rausher and Anne Lacey
Carmen Raynor
Jill Redfearn ’83
Roscoe and Mary Stuart Reeve
Hunter Reid-Eaton ’03 and Kenetta 
    Nunn
Charlene Reiss and The Consultants’ 
    Cafe
Barbara Rochen Renner
Daniel Reuland and Paula Paradis
Carol and Curt Richardson
Dave and Jane Richardson
John Richardson ’97 and Caro 
    Perez-Heydrich
Susan Richardson
Ann Ridenhour and Steve Ridenhour
Isabel Rios-Torres
Robert & Mercedes Eichholz 
    Foundation
Mary and Jack Rockers
Jordan Rosado
Val Rosado
Erik Rose and Lauren Wazontek
Steve Rose ’96 and Stephanie Rose
Peter Ross and Louise Barnum
Willy Rotella
Jenny Rousseau
Juliette Rousseau ’09
Robert Rubin ’76
Kate Rueter
Kate and Luke Rugani
Ginger and John Sall
Harmony Salzler and Mike Strauss
Lindsay Samuelsson and Andrew             
    Samuelsson
Jaime Sanchez and Miranda Sanchez
Penne Sandbeck and Peter Sandbeck
Jordan Sanders ’14
Daria Sanford ’87 and Nils Mellquist
Kate Sanford
Kirsten Sardi ’99 and David Sardi
Gretchen Savage
Patsy Saylor and Daniel Kiehart
Tim Scales ’03 and Abby Cannon
Will Scales ’94 and Kate Scales ’95
Yolanda Scarlett and Leon Herndon
Drs. Michael and Miriam Schechter
Kathy Schenley
Drew and Crystal Schiller
William Schindler
Tracy and Neil Schledorn
Roy Schonberg and Cheryl Marcus
Marti Schulte
Sarah Schulwitz and Evan Carpenter
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories
Cynny Scott ’81
Katherine Scott
Phillis Scott
Anita Scott Neville
Sunshine Scoville ’90 and David 
    Farrell
Leon Scroggins and Rebecca Fox

Carl Seashore and Rebecca Fry
Gretta Seashore
Scottie Seawell
Paul Selch
Bill and Jennifer Selvidge
Joel and Christy Shaffer
Jim and Dawn Shamp
Natasha Shannon
Rob and Sarah Shapard
Kathleen and Todd Shapley-Quinn
John Sharon
Bon Shea ’81
Sean Shea ’77 and Susie Shea
Elizabeth Shearer
Diptulya and Roopali Shrivastava
Amelia and Andy Shull
Hannah and Link Shumaker
Shrikant Sinha
Mike and Pat Sisk
Joanna Sisk-Purvis and Jos Purvis
Bill and Carolyn Slawter
Bart and Katherine Smith
Chari Smith and Ira Diamant
Greg Smith and Heather Smith
Lanty and Margaret Smith
Mary Smith
Amy Smoker and Randall Lanier ’82
Richard and Michelle Snelling
Meredith Snodgrass ’87
Matthew and Nicole Soffer
Mindy Spadacenta ’83 and Robert 
    Spadacenta
Jamie and Chris Spatola
Amy Spaulding and Joe Tansey
Karen Springer and Alex Herskowitz
John St. Clair and Kelli Dugan
Tom and Kathe Stanley
Casey Stanton and Felipe Witchger
Helen Stein
Marian Stephenson
Carole Stern and Greg Garneau
Margi Stetson and Bruce Wilks
Karen Stewart
Miodrag Stojnic and Rochelle Stojnic
Julia Stoumbos ’81
David Stuckey
Ben Sturner ’89
Sue Summers
Al and Jessica Sun
Leighann and Charlie Swanson
Rebecca Swartz and Laura 
    Brightwood
Nick Tansey ’17
Elizabeth Taylor and Jim Palmer
Karen Taylor
Rob Taylor and Layne Mottola
Manuel and Maria Teixeira
Clay Thomas
Sheilah Thomas
Sarah Thuesen
Jill Tikkun
Jamey Tippens ’74 and Nettie Lassiter
Rob Tolliver
Connie Toverud
Wilder Traverse ’99
Barrie Trinkle and Miles Lane
Ida Trisolini and Tim Crowley
Michael G. Trisolini and Janice Rogers
Hawley Truax and Jane Thrailkill
Elliott Turnbull
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Alice Turner
William J. Turnier
David and Cathy Tuttle
Heather Twomey and Patrick Williams
John Utz and Stacy Murphy
David Vaughn and Kristen Jacobsen
Ron Venters and Jennifer Conrad
David Vernon and Jane Satter
Caique Vidal de Olivera
Paige Vinson
Paul and Lily Wachter
Ralph Walde and Louise Klaber
Aaron Walker ’92 and Abby Walker
Henry and Joan Walker
Tahz Rufus Walker and Cristina Rivera 
    Chapman
Bob Wallace
Bob and Rosiland Wallace
Floretta L. Walls
Joyce Walworth
Brandon Warner and Shannon 
    Salentine

Daneen Warner
Hattie Warner
Phil Warren
Jimmy and Deborah Weaver
Erika Weinthal and Avner Vengosh
Tom Wenger
David and Vivian West
Max Whelan ’12
Brian Whittier ’79
Coleman Whittier
Eric Whittier ’11
Gale Whittier-Ferguson ’81 and John 
    Whittier-Ferguson ’74
Rachel Wilfert
Nancy Williamson
Kristin Wilson and Eelco de Jong
Gretchen Klopfer Wing ’79 and Ken 
    Wing
Caroline Winterhoff ’00
Paul Winterhoff and Christy Lentz
Pam Winton
Deborah Wong and Richard Riddell

Felix and Nili Wong
Andrea Wood and Rob Jones
Larissa Wood
Elizabeth Woodman and Eric Hallman
Dave Worden and Carol Blackmore
John and Joan Wrede
Julie and Evan Wynmor
Robert Yanez
Cheri and Sam Yanuck
Nina Youmans and Robert Youmans
Laing Young
Laura Young and Brad Fensler
Sharon and Nick Young
Alex Zemon ’21
Cole Zemon ’24
Melissa and Matt Zemon
Xiaolei Zeng and Wenxiong Zhang
Jan Zink
Angela and Greg Zoltners
Laurie Zuckerman and Josh Levy

648 
Donors

204
Alum 

Families

214 
Service
Pledges

254
Current 
Families

27
Matching-Gift 

Partners

57
Alumni 

93
Grandparents

GIVING DAY 
2024–2025

149
New

Donors

THANK YOU, FRIENDS.
Together, our community raised 
$251,463 during Giving Day, held on 
October 24–25, 2024!

These funds have already made an immediate 
impact in our community, supporting our 
students, staff, and programs. Many thanks 
to our generous matching-gift partners 
who made additional gifts of $100 per donor 
possible.  

This year, we celebrate the generosity of 648 
financial donors and 214 individuals who 
made a service pledge as a part of our 60th 
Anniversary Giving Day. Our community’s 
philanthropy has an impact here on campus 
and in communities all across the globe.  
Thank you to all who joined together to 
champion the mission, vision, and values of 
Carolina Friends.
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SEE YOU FOR OUR 60TH!
  

April 25     Reunions and more!
April 26     FriendsFest | Haw River Ballroom
April 27     Meeting for Worship | Main Campus

Co-founders Peter and Martha 
Klopfer with students and staff on 
the 60th anniversary of our first 
class meeting last September.


