
Livonia Public Schools

KINDERGARTENKINDERGARTEN
HANDBOOKHANDBOOK



WELCOME TOWELCOME TO
KINDERGARTENKINDERGARTEN

It is a pleasure to welcome you and your child to Livonia Public
Schools. This is the first step in an educational journey which will
extend for many years.

What an exciting time! In kindergarten, your child will
participate in an extensive variety of high-quality learning
experiences. We are fortunate to have within the Livonia Public
Schools a staff of caring, dedicated professionals who look
forward to working with you as a member of our school
community.

You are invited to become an active participant in your child’s
elementary school experience. We believe when everyone is
working together in the best interest of children, great results
abound. Therefore, we encourage you to contact staff members
at the school whenever questions or concerns arise.

This parent/guardian information booklet has been designed to
provide you with information about Livonia Public Schools, our
all-day kindergarten program, and ways to assist your child in
preparing for their new adventure in learning.

Again, welcome to Livonia Public Schools! We are privileged to
have you and your child as part of our school family.



Schedule 
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(Sample)

Student Arrival
Morning Meeting
Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Snack
Music & Movement 
Word Study
Integrated Learning (Reading, Writing,
Science/Social Studies)
Lunch and Recess
Quiet Time
Math/Numeracy Centers
Choice Time
Read Aloud
Music & Movement or Afternoon Recess
Specials (Art, Music, PE, Library) or
Computer Lab
Daily Wrap-Up

SCHOOL HOURS
Student day for K-4 elementary schools 

Full Day - 8:55am-4:00pm
Half Day - 8:55am-12:10pm

Office Hours - 8:00am-4:30pm

Please check the websites for Livonia Public Schools and your child’s
school to receive additional details regarding school events and news.

www.livoniapublicschools.org

This sample
kindergarten schedule

gives an overview of the
activities your child will
experience during the

school day. Each teacher
will establish a daily
schedule for his/her

classroom.



What You Can Expect to See in an LPS Kindergarten Classroom:
A full day kindergarten program, which has been developed with your child and
the needs of the young learner at the forefront. Students involved in hands-on,
multi-sensory learning.
Children cooperating with one another and making friends as they talk, share,
discover, and learn.
Students moving freely from area to area, within the classroom, with frequent
shifts of activity. 
A balance of quiet and stimulating activities.
Children experiencing individual, small group, and whole group instruction.
A predictable environment with consistent routines and expectations.
A variety of activities including dramatic play, music, art, and movement.
Manipulatives used as learning materials.
Time for technology.

Learning Environment
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Play-Based Learning Environments
Children will have ample opportunities to grow socially and intellectually as teachers
support purposeful play. 
 

Students will make a choice, develop a plan, and carry it out using dramatic play and
creative materials. 
 

Research supports this type of learning as it best develops oral language, 
language comprehension, attention span, imagination, curiosity, and cooperation as
well as problem-solving strategies. 

Child-Centered Learning Environments
Children will learn in a joyful, safe, welcoming classroom in which there is respect for
individuals, their unique needs, and their ideas. 
 

Adults will utilize frequent encouragement to promote and reinforce desired
behaviors in children. 

Children’s work will be appreciated and displayed throughout the classroom. 
 

Activities and lessons designed to engage, motivate, and encourage the young
learner!



Learning Together…

Things you can do at home with your young learner to prepare
for the kindergarten experience:

Read together every day for 20 minutes. 
Practice counting and recognizing numbers 0-30.
Practice identifying letters of the alphabet & talk about
the sound each letter makes. 
Learn to write own first name (Tommy - Capitalize first
letter only).
Practice taking turns and following directions.
Cut, color & play with scissors & glue.
Provide your child with writing materials and encourage
him/her to draw and “write”.
Limit “screen time” (such as video games, TV/movies,
computer, handheld devices).
Allow opportunities for your child to make choices.
Practice zipping zippers, buttoning buttons, and tying
shoes. 

Getting Ready
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Readiness
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Many families ask the question, “What can I do to help my child prepare for
his/her kindergarten experience?” There are many helpful and 
enjoyable activities that can be done prior to and during the school year which
will benefit your child. Some of these are….
 

Explore Your Child’s New Learning Environment
We want your child to feel excited and comfortable about starting kindergarten. To
help, visit the school, play on the playground, take a picnic lunch to enjoy on the
school grounds, meet a friend also entering kindergarten, and be sure to express your
enthusiasm for the coming year. 
 

Explore Books with Your Child
As you read together, take time to talk about the book, pointing out letters and words,
talking about the characters, and asking questions about the story to help your child
understand the meaning. Encourage your child to retell the story back to you in
his/her own words. 
 

Explore Language with Your Child
Talking with your child about your thoughts, your schedule and what’s going on in
his/her world as you go through the day exposes children to new ideas and vocabulary
that can be used as school begins. Sing songs together and teach rhymes to help
develop your child’s language skills. 
 

Explore Fine Motor Skills & Creativity with Your Child
Give your child items to sort by shape, size or color. Help your child find and name
shapes and colors all around. Create art projects using scissors, glue, crayons and other
tools which your child will encounter at classroom centers. Finally, explore gross motor
activities such as skipping, jumping, climbing, and moving to music.
 

Explore Your Child’s Independence
Helping your child prepare for the independence of kindergarten is essential.
Providing children the opportunity to have play dates, develop their ability to
independently manage clothing (such as zippers, buttons, shoe laces, etc.), and have
many opportunities to successfully separate from moms and dads, will all be beneficial
when children enter school. 



Literacy
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Writing
Observing as the teacher models the
writing process.
Participating in a shared or
interactive writing experience.
Generating lists of ideas for writing
topics.
Drawing pictures to express an idea
and adding details.
Practicing letter formation 
Stretching out sounds to write words
and then sentences.

 

Reading
Observing as the teacher models the
reading process.
Participating in a shared reading
experience.
Self-selecting books to read.
Inventing stories to go with pictures.
Using words to add meaning to text.
Reading beginning readers or
decodable books.

 

Literacy Stations
Read to self and others.
Listen to reading.
Work on writing.
Word Work.
Letter learning.
Name activities.
Read/Write Room.

Oral Language
Class discussions.
Turning and talking to a partner.
Question and answer games.
Retelling stories.
Drama or role-play.

 

Phonological Awareness
Songs and games that play with words
and sounds.
Interacting with a collection of objects by
initial sound, final sound, or rhyme.

 

The Alphabetic Principle
Singing Songs and Playing Games.
Matching or sorting activities.
Engaging in activities with magnetic
letters.
Making upper and lowercase letters in
the sand.

 

Phonics
Sorting pictures by letter sounds.
Playing name puzzles and games.
Reading alphabet books.
Tracing the alphabet.
Blending letters to make sounds.

 

Word Knowledge and Vocabulary
Building words with magnetic letters.
Using white boards to play with words or.
practice writing high frequency words.
Writing words on paper.
Sorting words that have the same
beginning or ending.
Sorting words or pictures by meaning.

Ways Children Learn Literacy: Ways Children Develop:



Integration - Reading, Writing,
Science and Social Studies
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Answering big science questions about the world such as:
What happens if you push or pull on an object?
Where do animals live and why do they live there?
What is the weather like today and how is it different from yesterday?

 

Answering big social studies questions around the world such as:
How do we get along with others?
Where are we?
How do we get what we need and want?

 

Engaging in science and engineering practices to demonstrate
core ideas in science:

Developing and using models.
Planning and carrying out investigations.
Analyzing and interpreting data.
Designing solutions.
Engaging in argument from evidence.
Obtaining, evaluation, and communication information.

 

Integrated Learning involves:

Students apply reading and writing skills as they engage in
explorations of science and social studies concepts.

Listening and learning through read alouds
Reading and talking about books

Communication ideas through speaking and Listening
Communication ideas through pictures and words



Counting and Cardinality
Reading and writing numbers; representing and
comparing numbers; counting on.

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Explore and understand the meaning of addition and
subtraction; developing and using concrete strategies to
solve addition and subtraction problems.

 

Number and Operations in Base Ten
Identifying numbers; developing place value with tens
and ones.

Measurement and Data
Describe and compare attributes of shapes; classify
objects and count the numbers of objects in categories.

Geometry
Exploring 2- and 3-dimensional shapes identify and
describe shapes.

Math
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Kindergarten “Everyday Mathematics”
emphasizes the following content strands,

skills, and concepts:



Q&A - School Procedures
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Why is it important that the emergency contact information is
current?
The school uses the emergency information to contact the appropriate people in
case your child becomes ill or is injured. The emergency contact information is
found in Parent Connect. It is very important to provide names of reliable adults
nearby who we can contact if we are unable to reach you. By checking the box on
parent connect, parents authorize the student to be released to the emergency
contacts. 
Please remember to update the information throughout the school year if
needed. 
 

What if my child needs medication at school?
No school employee may give medication of any kind to a student except upon a
doctor's order indicating a student must receive medication during school hours.
In such cases, office personnel may administer medication in the school if the
following conditions are met: 

The doctor’s order is on file in the school office on the Medication
Authorization Form supplied by the school. 

1.

Parent’s written permission to administer the medication must also be on the
Medication Authorization Form and be on file in the school office.

2.

Children may not transport medication to/from school.3.
Over the counter medications (aspirin, cough medicine, cough drops) cannot
be given to or taken by a child at school without a doctor’s authorization
given on an LPS form.

4.

 

What if my child has a current IEP (Individual Education Plan)
or/has speech needs?
The Student Services Department is available for certified students with special
education needs. Each elementary school provides resources through resource
room teachers, and if necessary district based personnel. These staff members
are available to provide diagnostic services and support for modified educational
programs. A speech and language therapist is available for children with certified
speech and language needs. 
 



Q&A - School Procedures
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What are the hours of attendance?
The regular full day school hours are 8:55 am - 4:00 pm.
 

How do I check my child out of school during the school day?
Parents who pick up their child during the instructional day must check in at the
office and inform the secretary, and then formally sign their child out of the
building. It is desirable that a note be sent to the school that day, informing the
teacher of the early dismissal. Children will not be allowed to leave school with
anyone but their own parents, or an adult identified under their emergency
contacts, unless the office has been notified. Proper identification must be
presented to insure the child is being released to the proper person. No child will
be allowed to leave school alone except at regular dismissal time.
 

If I have a concern or questions, who would I contact?
You should first contact your child’s teacher. Email is preferred as teachers are
teaching during school hours. If the situation cannot be resolved, you can discuss
the concern with the school principal.

How will I learn about my child’s progress in school?
Livonia Elementary schools officially report children’s progress three times a year:
Winter, Spring, and the end of the year. Additional reporting may be requested
and initiated by either the parent or the teacher. During the first marking period
we have Parent-Teacher Conferences which allows families to meet with their
child’s teacher.

Have questions about Young Fives Kindergarten?
Visit our website at www.livoniapublicschools.org/youngfives

Have questions about Livonia’s Early Childhood Programs?
Visit our website at lecc.livoniapublicschools.org



Q&A - Transportation
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How do I know if my child qualifies for transportation?
Students who live more than a mile from their home school will have
bus transportation provided to and from their home school.  For more
information, please see the Elementary Student Handbook.
 

Where is my child’s bus stop?
In Mid–August you will receive an e-mail from Parent/Connect with
your password and pin. This site will provide your child's bus stop
location and approximate pick-up and drop-off times. 
IMPORTANT: Kindergarten Students will not be dropped off at the stop
if there is not an adult to receive him/her. He/She will remain on the bus
and go back to the Transportation Office where staff will contact the
school and parent. 
 

When does bus transportation begin?
Bus transportation begins the first day of school. Busses may run
slightly late the first few days of school as drivers become familiar with
their new routes, and students take a little longer to enter and exit at
the bus stops.
 

If I have a question regarding my child’s transportation,
who should I contact?
Please call the Transportation Department at 734-744-2517 and they
will assist you. 

How do I communicate a change in my child’s dismissal
routine?
Please email or send a note to your child’s teacher as early as possible. 



Livonia Public Schools - Department Contact Information
Livonia Public Schools: 734-744-2525
Department of Elementary Programs: 734-744-2589
Department of Student Services (Special Education): 734-744-2615
Transportation: 734-744-2517
Food Service: 734-744-2820
SACC (School Aged Child Care): 734-744-2813

 

Livonia Community Contact Information
Livonia Fire Department (non-emergency): 734-466-2444
Livonia Police Department (non-emergency): 734-466-2470
Westland Police Department (non-emergency): 734-722-9600
Westland Fire Department (non-emergency):  734-467-3201
Poison Control: 1-800-222-1222

Livonia Public Libraries
Civic Center: 734-466-2491
Sandburg: 248-893-4010

Westland Public Library
William P. Faust: 734-326-6123

Helpful Contact Info
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